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M^iraei »/ th$ Proeetdingi oj tht CeuHeil 0 / tht LiutteMni-Oovtnor of Boojal, 
anmbUd under tie prooisioot of ike Indian Councdt Aeis, 1861 and 1899. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 25th January, 
1908, at 1 P.M. 

The Hon’ble Sir Arorew Fraser, k.o.s.i., Lieutenant'Corernor of 
Bengal, preeiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Slacke, c.s.i. 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. C. Maopherson, c.e.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. D’Kirealt, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. E. A. Gait, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Isous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. C. Streatfeiu). 

'1 he Hon’ble Mr. C. E. A, W. Oldhau. 

The Hou’ble Mb. G. Gordon. 

The Hon’ble Sir Cbarleh Allen, Kt. 

The .Hon’ble Babu Uadiu Chaban Pal. 

The Hon’blo Babu Jooendra Chandra Gbose, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble InTisuAM-UL-MuLK Rais-ud-Dowla Amib-ul-Ombah Nawab 
Asef Kudb Syud Wasif Ali Meerza Kuan Bahadur Mahabut 
Juno, Nawab Bauadur or Mubshidabad, 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Guosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’blo Mb. G. II. Suthebund. 

The Hon’ble Uai Kisiioei Lal Goswami Bahadur, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mabaraja-Ohibaj Bijay Cbanu Mahtab Bahaoub 01 
Bukdwan. 

The Hon’blo Babu Gajadbab Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deb a Prasad Sabbadbikabi, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Larmoob. 

NEW MEMBEfiS. 

The Hon’ble Me. F. A.' Slacke, the Hon’ble Mb. C. E. A. W. Oldbam, 
the Hon’ble Mahaeaja-Dhiraj Buay Chand Mahtab Bahadur of Bubdwan’ 
the Hon’ble Babu Gajadbab Prasad, the Hon’blo Babu Deba Prasad 
Sabbadbikabi and the Hon’ble Mb. F. A. Labmour, took their seats in 
Council. 



2 Statemnt hy President ; Quetiwnt and Antwert. [25 th Jah.' 

[The President; Baiu Kali Pada Ghosh; Mr. Gait."] 

STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT. 

The Hon’ble the Peesideot said:— “We have with us this mornine 
BOTeral new Members of Council ; and I desire in my own name and on behalf 
of my colleagues in Council to extend to them a very hearty welcome, and to 
happ^"’ ^ tenure of office among us may be both useful and 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE SERVICE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kau Pada Ghosh asked: 

(a) Will the Government bo pleased to state th« grounds on which 
tho nomination made last ycarbv the Commissioner of .the Chota Nagpur 
Division, of Babu Sai ajpada Mukerjee as the best eligih.e candidate for an 
appointment in the Provincial Executive Service was not accepted by the 
Government, although in Govornmeni Resolution No. 5649A, dated the aeth 
December, 1904 on the subject of recruitment of the Executive Branch of the 
ProFinciil Civil Service, It 18 laid down that ordinarily the Lieutenant-Governor 
tli'^lisf?*^*"^ * candidate whom tlie Commissioner nominates as the first on 

(<>) Is It not the dedurod policy of the Government that the Commissioner’s 
nomination should not be vetoed except under special circumstances ? If so 

Will the Government pleased to state what special circumstances existed in 
the case above referred to? «^aioi,uu lu 

iv) Is the Govei nineiit aware of the fact that the candidate nominated by 

It I qualifications, which were considered to be 

he best bj tho Goini..i.sHionor ttiiiongst all the candidates who bad appeared 
before him, is a moiiibor of a lamily domiciled in Chot i Nagpur for more than 
lour gorieiuiions ? 

11 becau.se the Oommissioner’s nominee was a 

Bengali he was superseded by some otlier oaudidute ? 

The Iloii’ble Mb Gait replied : — 

p ill regard to recomniondations by Commissioners for the 

I rovincial Service iir« that tho Commissioner shall nominate two candidates 

for each appoiiitmoiit and give the namis of these candidates in urde? 6f 
preference , further, that be will report m regard to all the oti.er iiaruos sub- 
mitted by Colloc.ors whether he regards them as eligible for office or not 
Tlio Lieutenant- Tovenior reserves to himself the right of selection 
amongst those nominated. Ordinarily the first on the list would be appointed 
bijt special circumstances may reau.re the appointment of another caESe 
Those special eircunistancos may be local or they may be caused by the question 
of the distribution of appointments throughout tho province. ^ question 

“ (A) cl (a) The Govornment must decline to publish the special reasons 
which luttd to any candidate not receiving an appointment. 'I’o do so would 
be to establish a precedent wliioli would be intoloraWe.” 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE SERVICE AND THE 
SUBORDINATE CIVIL SERVICES. 

The Hon’blo Babu Kali Pada Ghosh asked:— 

(a) Will the Government bo plea.sed to state how mninr a, . 
in the I’rovincial Executive Service have, since the introductioJ 
at.on .ysteu., ton pven lo the Bongnlin nrtoe tamUie. haj ton'd^iS”!,' 

1 ^ some appointments in the saiM AArviV^ oa • 

the Subordinate (Xvil Service, have been given to under-giaduates in the IHvf 
Sion of Orissa, but not a sinRlo domiciled BengaU under-rradui^^^^^^ 
nominated to such appointments ? ^ graduate has been 
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Qu^itiom and Amwan. 

[^Bahu Kali Pada Ohoth; Mr. Oa%t\ Mr* lnglUC\ 

(r) In view of the large domiciled Bengali population in Orissa, and their 
position and influence, does the Government consider that their claims in 
the matter of these appointments have hitherto been duly considered ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Qjut replied : — 

(a) The system of appointment by nomination was introduced only 
in 1905. Since then out of seven persons appointed to the Provincial 
Executive Service from Orissa, three have been il^ngalis and four Uriyas. 
The three llen^^alis wore domiciled in Orissa ; but 1 cannot say if their 
ancestors were there before the commencement of British Rule. 

‘‘(4) Yes. 

^‘(c) Their claims have received ample consideration.'' 

8 \ARCriy IN THE chota nagpuk division. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh asked: — 

(a) Is the Government aware that food-grains in the Division of 
Chota Nagpur, especially in the districts of Ilazaribagh and Ranchi, aro 
now selling at nearlj double the ordinary prices, and that a famine is 
apprehended in that Division? 

(4) In view of the above fact, does not the Government consider it 
necessary to start relief o|>crations in such parts of the Division as have 
been most affected ; find, it so, will the Govonmient be pleased to state tho 
nature and extent of such operations, and how much money has been allotted 
for tho purpose ? 

The Hou’blo Mu. Gait replied : — 

Government is aware that the prices of food-grains in tho ('hota 
Nagpur Division are high ; but there is no famine at present. As a inatfor 
of fact, the Engineers cannot oven get the labour wiiich they re(|uire for 
ordinary road works, etc. 

*^(4) Arrangements have been made for famine relief oporn lions, and relief 
works will he opened sliould necessity arise. But tho time has not yet come, 
and it may bo hoped that it will not come at all, for a famine campaign. 
Takavi loans are being given freely. Tho allotments already made for this 
purj) 08 e to the several ilistricts for the current financial year, i up to tho 
31st March next, are as lollows: — 

Dittrict. 

lliisaribagh 
Uanc i 
Palamau 
Maabbutii 
Biiighbhum 

Total ... 2,20,000'' 


lU 

42.100 
25,500 

1,14,600 

26,600 

11.100 


IKUIGATION SCHEME IN THE CHOTA NaGPUR DIVISION. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh asked: — 

»a) Will tlie Government be pleased to state tin* nature of tho recom- 
mendation made by tho Executive Engineer, Babu Saroda Sunder Pal, who waa 
deputed some time ago to make a preliminary imjuiry about tho irrigation 
schene in the Division of Chota Nagpur? 

1 4) Does the Government intend to carry out the scheme (if any) recom- 
mendt d by the said Executive Engineer ? 

The Hon^ble Mb. Inglis replied : — 

“ In the spring of 1906 Babu Saroda Sunder Pal, Executive Engineer, 
investigated a propoaed irrigation scheme from the Karo river in tho Ranchi 
district of Chota Nagpur. This is apparently the scheme referred to by the 
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[J/r. Inglit; Bahu Oajadhar Prasad ; Mr, Oldham; Mr. Strsat fetid ; the Nawah 

Bahadur of Murshiddbad,'] 

9 

Hon’blo Member. The Engineer’s inquiriee and survey showed that the area 
of land which could be irrigated was considerably less than had been at Brst 
assumed, while the cost of the works would be great and disproportionate to the 
benefit. It is not proposed to proceed with this scheme. The services of the 
Executive En^neer were subsequently placed at the disposal of the Commis- 
sioner for furtner inquiries into the possimlities of irrigation in the division.” 

MINI8TEHIAL OPFIOEB8’ 8ALARIK8. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhab Prasad asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state whetlier the Ministerial 
Officers’ Salaries Committee has submitted its final report? If so, will the 
Government be pleased to lay it on the table ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham replied : — 

“ The Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee have submitted their 
report, and it has been forwarded to the Government of India with the recom- 
mendations of this Government. As the matter is still under the consideration 
of the Government of India, the Lieutenant-Governor regrets he is unable to 
lay the report upon the table.” 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad said : — 

People are put to great inconvenience by the diversity of the weights 
and measures used in the Provinces of Bihar and Bengal. Will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state wiiether it considers it expedient to take steps to 
secure uniformity of weights and measures, at least in those towns of these 
provinces whore the Municipal Act is in force? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Oldham replied: — 

“ This question has already received the full consideration of Government, 
and it has been decided, with tlie consent of the Government of India, to 
amend the Bengal Municipal Act, III of 1884, so as to take permissive powers 
for Commissioners of Municipalities at their discretion to enforce the use of 
Government standards of weights and measures in Municipal areas.” 

BIHAR SCHOOL OP ENGINEERING. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhab Prasad said: — 

Bihar is backward in point of technical education. The present 
Bihar Bchool of Engineering is housed in a big and commodious building. 
The raising of the status of the School would necessitate only a small addition 
to its present staff. Buch being the facts, will it please the Government to 
consider the expediency of raising the Bihar School of Engineering to the 
status of a College ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

** It is h^ed that the Sibpur Engineering College will shortly bo removed 
to Ranchi. This site will be in all respects as favourable for Bihari students 
as for students from the rest of Bengal. The Lieutenant-Governor, as at 
present advised, does not consider that there is room for a second Engineering 
College in this Province. It would not be possible to have another College 
equally efficient with the College now situated at Sibpur. ” 

SALE OP UNWHOLESOME FOOD IN CALCUTTA. 

'^rho Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad asked : — 

Is the Government aware that the sale of unwholesome food by itinerant 
vendors and keepers of eating-houses is a growing nuisance in Calcutta and has 
in some cases been attended with serious consequences ? 
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Mr. 

And, if so, will the Govornment be pleased to state if it thinks it necessary 
to take any, and what, steps in the matter, with a view to stop or minimise 
the eyil ? 

The Hon^ble Mb. Oldrs^m replied 

‘‘This is a matter for the Health Officer and Chairman of the Corpora- 
tion to deal with in the first instance. The Chairman recently submitted to 
Government certain draft by-laws under sections 559 (4fjaud6Gl of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1899, framed by the Corporation with a view to securing the 
efficient inspection and sanitary regulation of shops in which articles of human 
fooil are kept or sold. Those have boon approved by Government and 
published in the Calcutta Gazette under Notification No. 86M, dated the THh 
instant. The Hon’ble Member’s attention is also invited to sections 502 and 
503 of the Act. Tiie Lieutenant-Governor considers that the powers already 
vested in the Chairman by the provisions of the law are sufficient, if properly 
exercised, to stop the evil referred to in the question.*^ 

BEOARDING DEATU OF RAJANI KAJSTA DA88. 

The Hon’ble Badd Radha Charan Pal asked; — 

(a) lias the attention of the Govornment been drawn to the proceed- 
ings in the Coroner’s Court in connection with the inquest over the oody of 
one Rajani Kanta Dass, who died from the injuries ho had received during tlu^ 
disturbances in Calcutta in October last, and to the verdict of tlio said Court, 
as reported in the papers, ascribing his death to “ some parawalla unknown ?’* 

(b) Will the Government bo pleased to state what action the Govornment 
has taken to find out the offender in the above case ? 

(c) Js it the case that a petition has been submitted to the Government by 
the mother of the deceased, who was the sole bread-winner of his family, on 
behalf of herself, her widowed daughter-in-law and her orphan grand-child, for 
the grant of u suitable couiponsation to them V If so, will the Government be 
pleased to state what orders have been passed, or aio intended to be passed, 
upon it ? 

The Ilon’ble Mil. GaH’ replied : — 

“(a) The attention of Government has been drawn to the verdict of 
the Coroner’s Jury. 

^\b) Inquiries have been made; but it has boon found impossible to trace 
the constable who is alleged to have struck the deceased. There was nothing 
to identify him beyond the statement made by tho deceased. 'J’he latter at 
first stated that he could not describe the constable ; but in his dying deposi- 
tion he, for the first time, stated that the constable had a white beard, and 
added that this was nil that he could say. The occurrence took place according 
to one account on tho 2nd of October, and according to another on tho 3rd. 
Death resulted from ‘tetanus ensuing on a scalp wound inflicted with a lathi 
by a paharatcalla,^ The deceased went about his ordinary work for nearly 
a fortnight before he became ill, and the matter assumed a serious aspect. 

“(c) A petition has recently been submitted to Government which is 
still under consideration.” 

DIS1UR15A^"CE3 IN CALCUTTA IN OCTOBER, 1007. 

The Hon’blo Babu Radha Charan Pal asked:— 

(a) Is it not the case that, in view of the great dissatisfaction and 
alarm caused by the published reports regarding the conduct of the Police in 
connection with the disturbances in Calcutta in October last, some representative 
citizens of Calcutta approached llis Honour the Lieutenant-Governor with a 
prayer for the appointment of a United Commission, consisting of official and 
non-official gentlemen, to inquire into the allegations made against the Police 
and that the same prayer was also repeated in certain organs of Indian public 
opinion ? ^ 
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(4) Will the Government be pleased to state the grounds on which it was 
decided to entrust the inquiry to a single oflBcial instead of to a mixed 
Commission as prayed for? 

{c) Will the Government be pleased to state why the depositions of all the 
witnesses examined by Mr. Weston were not published ? 

{(i) With reference to the statement made in the Government Resolution 
that the Commissioner of Police was anxious to punish any officers in respect 
of whom there would be sufficient evidence of misconduct, will the Government 
bo pleased to state what action the Commissioner of Police has taken in this 
direction ? Have any policemen been departmentally punished ? If so, in 
what way ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Gait replied 

‘‘(a) Yes. 

‘‘ [h) The appointment of a mixed Commission would have been a very 
unusual course ; and there did not appear to be sufficient reason for departing 
from the usual practice of entrusting the inquiry to an officer of Government. 

The depositions of the witnesses examined by Mr. Weston were not 

E ublished with the Government Resolution and Mr. Weston’s Report, partly 
ecaii83 they were bulky and partly because they had not been printed in time. 
A copy of these depositions has boon handed to the Hon’ble Member and copies 
will bo placed in the Press Room. 

(d) Regular proceedings have been drawn up against one Sub^Inspector, 
throe Head-Constables, and thirty-five Constables for assault, neglect of duty 
in not preventing certain shops from being rifled by the mob, for leaving their 
boats without goad and proper excuse, and for failing to report to their 
superior officfrs unlawful acts committed within their sight or to their know- 
ledge. Prv)cecding8 have also been drawn up agairtst the Head-Constable 
referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of Mr. Weston’s Report. The written 
defence of these police officers has been received, but final orders have not yet 
been passed.” 


CALCUTTA BBOUAR8. 

The Hon’blo Badu Radha Chaban Pal asked 

(a) Is the Government aware that large numbers of poor and decrepit 
persons arc sentenced to rigorous imprisonment on the charge of begging for 
alms in the stroots of Calcutta? 

(4) Will the Government be pleased to consider whether it will not be 
advisable to establish an asylum, on the model of the Government Workhouse 
for European vagrants, as a refuge for these destitute and decrepit persons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stbeatfeild replied : — 

** The question of the best method of dealing with the mendicants who 
infest the streets of Calcutta is a very difficult one. It is receiving the careful 
consideration of Government; but no definite conclusion has yet been 
arrived at.” 


WHIPPING SENTENCES IN THE CALCUTTA POLICE COURT. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaban Pal asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to istate the number of persons that 
have been sentenced to whipping in the Calcutta Police Courts durmg the years 
1905, 1906 and 1907, respectively? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Stbeatfeild replied : — 

The numbers are — 

1905 

1906 

1907 


• •a 


••• 


375 

321 

402 '^ 
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POLICE LIBEL CASE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Cdauan Pal asked : — 

Will the Government bo pleased to stato what expenses it has to incur 
and the liabilities it has to meet in connection with the suits instituted in the 
Hi^h Court, by certain Officers of tho Calcutta Police, against the ‘‘ Indian 
Daily News^^ and other newspapers ? 

The Hoii^ble Mb. Gait replied : — 

The account has not yet been finally settled. The amount paid up to 
date is between Hs. 10,000 and Ks. 17,000. 

COMMENTS IN SESSIONS COUBTS ON CONDUCT OP POLICE OFPIOEB9. 

The Hon’ble Bahu Radha Cuaran Pal asked : — 

Is it the case, as stated in tho newspapers, that tho Government of 
Bengal addressed a communication to tho Uon’blo High Court suggesting an 
alteration in the methods of ciraraonts by Sessions Judges on tho conduct of 
the investigating police ? If so, will tlio Government bo pleased to lay on the 
table the letter of tho Government addressed to tho High Court, and tho reply 
of the High Court thereto ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

** The correspondence referred to is laid on tho table.” 

FAMINE IN ORISSA. 

Tho Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal asked 

(fl) Will the Government bo pleased to lay on tho table a statement 
showing the number of persons that are now receiving gratuitous relief, and 
tho number of persons employed ou relief works, and the total amount that 
has been spent by tho Government for each of those purposes, in each of the 
affected districts of Orissa ? 

(h) Will tho Governmoiit be pleased to state if anything is being done to 
assist respectable poor females who will not come forward to ask for relief 
owing to restricticns of the Z(3nana and the caste system ? 

(^r) Is it a fact that there lias been a largo number of deaths from cholera, 
bowel complaints and other causes directly counoctod with want of food or bad 
food ? 

(d) What wages are being offered at test works started by tho Government ? 
Arc the wages that are being offered sufficient for tho famino-strickeii people 
to live upon in these times, when famine prices are ruling in tlio market ? 
If not, will the Government bo graciously pleased to increase tho rate of those 
wages ? 

The Hon^blo Mb. Gait replied ; — 


“ (a) The number of persons now receiving gratuitous relief and 
employed on test works are as follows : — 


District. 

Gratuitous 

relief. 

Employed on 
test works. 

1 Bemarks. 

Outtaok 

7,914 

398* 

•Excludes V, W. D. test 

Baliisore 

3,300 

224 

works for whioh figures 

Puri ... ... 1 

1 

593 

1,461 

are not available. 


** The expenditure in Cuttack up to the 18th January was, on test works 
Rs. 566*3, and on gratuitous relief Rs 27,979. In Balasore, Rs. 4,000 has 
been spent on gratuitous relief and Rs. 1,250 on test works. This is exclusive 
of an expenditure on gratuitous relief of Rs. 1,681 in Cuttack and Rs. 3,200 in 
Balaaore from private subscriptions, and of Rs. 4,000 in Cuttack fron Babu 
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Joy Gobind Law’s Fund. Information has not yet been received as to the 
expenditure in Puri. 

(A) The Hon’ble Member’s attention is invited to Article 174 (/ ) of the 
Bengal Famine Code. Lists of persons entitled to gratuitous relief under that 
article have been carefully prepared. 

(c) Cholera broke out in epidemic form in Cuttack about the time of 
the floods, but it is now disappearing. 

“(fl?) The wages on test works are regulated by the provisions of Article 
163 (page 61) and Form C-VI (page 165) of the Famine Code.” 

THE REPEALING BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild moved for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal 
the Central Provinces Laws Act, 1879, so far as it applies to the district of 
ISanibalpur. He said: — 

By this Act sections 184, 185 and 189 of the Code of Civil Procedure 
were repealed, and for sections 182, 190 and 191 of the Code three new sections 
were substituted. In accordance with the provisions of these sections tlie full 
record of evidence supplemented by a memorandum written by the Judge, 
which is prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedure, is, as regards civil suits 
tried in Sainl)alpur, r< placed by a note of the essential points of the evidence 
made by the Judge in his own language or in English. 

The Ilon’blo tlie Chief Justice and Judges of the High Court have pointed 
out that, since the district of Sambalpur has boon transferred to Bengal, there 
is no reason for the continuance of a special procedure for that district alone. 

The present Bill, if passed into law, will bring the district of Sambal- 
pur into line with the other districts of Bengal in regard to the recording 
in extcmo of evidence in the Civil Courts. 

“ As drafted it contains only two sections, but it will probably be necessary 
to add a third section in order to revive sections 181, 185 and 189 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeied introduced the Bill and moved that it be 
read in Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild also moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Gordon, the Hon’ble Babu Kali 
Pada Qhosli and the Mover, with instructions to report at the next meeting 
of Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 8th February, 1908. 


Caloutta; 


F. Q. WIGLEY, 


The ^ih February^ 1908. 


Secretary to the Bengal Council, 


B. 8 Pf«M-<-l(L1.103S--lS747-»800W. A M. 



Ahtiraci tht Procesdingt of the Oouneil of the Lieuienant-Oooernor of 
utetMed mder the provieione of the Indian OouneBs Aett, 1861 and 1899. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 8th February, 
1908, at 11 A.ii. 


Prearnt; 

The Hon’ble Sib AifnEEir Feaseb, K.as.i., Lieutenaot-Goremor o£ 
fiengal, pretiding. 

The Hon’ble Me. F. A. Slacke, c.s.i. 

The Ilon’ble Mb. W. C. MACPnEBSou, as.i. 

The Hon’ble Mb. P. O’Kinealt, AdTocate>GeQeral of Bengal. 

The Hon’Ue Mb. £. W. Oouin. 

The Ilon’blo Mb. E. A. Gait, c.i.». 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. A. Incus. 

The Hon’ble &1 b. H. C. StsbatfsiU). 

The Hon’ble Mb. C. E. A. W. OuMuai. 

The Hon’ble Me. G. Gobdon. 

The Hon’blc Sib Chables Allen, Kt. 

The Ilon’ble Babo Radha Chaban Pal. 

The Uon’ble Babv Jocendba CnANOKA Gbose, u.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu BLali Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mb. G. H. Sotheblabd. 

The Hon’ble Rai Eisstmi Lal Gobwamx Bahaow, i(.a., bj,. 

The Hon’ble MiHABAiA-DaiBAA Buax Caairn Mabi:a» Babawti, or 
BoBinrAir. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajaobab Pbasao. 

The' Hon’ble Babo Deba PBAato Sabbasbixabi, k.a., b.l. 

NEW MEMBER. 

.Ti^'Hon’Uc Mb. E. W. Oollib took bii seat in Council 
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Queitiom and An$wer$. 

[^Bahu Oajadhar Prazad ; Mr* Oaii ; Ur* Oldham 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

PBICE8 OF POOD.QHAIN3 IN BIHAB. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Peabad asked: — 

Is the Government aware that the prices of food-grains are abnormally 
high in Bihar, and that the people of the province are in distress ? If so, will 
it please the Government to state whether it desires to take any measures for 
the relief of the people ? 

The llon’blo Mr. Gait replied : — 

Government is aware that the prices of food grains in Bihar are high, 
but there is no famine anywhere at present. Takavi loans are being given 
freely in districts where they are needed, and arrangements have been 
made for relief operations. These will bo commenced without delay should 
the necessity arise.’^ 

WATER.WOEK8 IN PaTNA. 

The Hon’ble Babu GAJADnAE Prasad said 

Patna is the chief town of Bihar, and is in Bengal second only to 
Calcutta. It is the most important educational and commercial centre in Bihar, 
and tlio people of the entire province are deeply interested in its sanitation. 

It is not(5d for its insanitary condition, and has consequently aullored from 
plaguo and other epidemics more than any other town in the province. There 
is no good drinking water-supply in the city. 

The Patna Municipality is too poor to pay even the interest of any loan 
which may bo raised for the water-supply. 

It is a fortunate circumstance that the Municipality has, through the 
liberality of the Govcrnuiont and the Maharaja Bahadur of Darbbanga, secured 
one lakh of rupees for muuicipal purposes. 

9 

In view of these facts, will it please tlie Government to consider the 
expediency of making a grant sudicient for the construction of water-works in 
Patna ? 

The Iloii’ble Mr. Oldham replied — 

The charges for projects of local water-supply should ordinarily 
be met from local resources. Gov(Tumcnt cannot bo expected to do more 
than make contributions from the general revenues to supplement local 
subscrijdions. 

** The most recent estimate for a scheme of water-supply for the city 
of I'atna, made in the year 1900 by tlio Sanitary Engineer, amounted to 
about 20 Iiiklis of rupees, and the annual maintenance charges were estimated 
at Rs. 40,000. It is out of the question that Government should make a 
grant of the whole cost. Moreover, the Lioutonant-Governor is advised that 
the Municipality is not in a position to meet oven the maintenance charges 
of such a scheme.’^ 


APPOINTMEiST OF SUBORDINATE JUDGES. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad asked : — 

In view of the fact that even the highest Courts of the country 
get some of their Judges from the Bar, will the Government bo pleased to 
consider the desirability of appointing every year one or two pleaders of at 
least 15 years’ standing and tested ability to the post of Subordinate Jtdge ? 
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Lodging-house {Amendment) BiU^ 1908* 

[^Mr* Sireatfiild ; Bahu Deha Prasad Sarhadhikan ; Mr* Oait] Mf» Oldham.] 

The Hon’ble Mb. Streatfeilp replied : — 

“ The Hon’ble Member appears to liave overlooked the fact that appoint- 
ments to the post of Subordinate Judge are at present made by the promotion 
of MunsifEs, and that Munsiffs have invariably been practising lawyers. “ The 
proposal of the Hon’ble Member would greatly retard the promotion of this 
very competent and deserving body of officers.” 

ARDEODYA JOO COMMtTTBE AND VOLUJfTEEES. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba I^rasad Sarbadiiikabi asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been called to organizations 
started in Calcutta and its suburbs, known as the Ardhodya Jog Committi o and 
the Ardhodya Jog Volunteers, and has the Government any information regard- 
ing their work in connection with the recent unusual influx of [nlgriins ? 

(5) Is it not a fact that theso organizations were highly useful in advising, 
assisting and guiding pilgrims, in giving medical and other relief, and generally 
in making things considerably easier for the pilgrims, the Police and the 
Municipality ? 

(cj Will it please the Gov(*rn merit to indicate if it approves of Hiich work, 
and, ii the answer bo in the affirmative, will the Govornnumt be pleuH(> i to 
consider the dosirahility of encouraging such organizations by suoli marks of 
approval as it may think fit ? 

The Ilon’blo Mu. Gait replied:— 

(rt) The Government have received the report of the Commissiomr of 
Police regarding the work of tlio Ardhodya Jog Committee and Ardhodya 
Jog Volunteers in connection with the recent inllux of pilgrims, 'riio 
Lieutenant-Governor also went round, and himself inspected the tti rangemontH 
made for dealing with the crowds. 

^^{h) The report show's, and the impression on the Lieutenant GoviTnor’s 
mind was, that these organizations workiuJ cordially with the police ami were 
very highly useful in the manner iiidicared in the (piesUon. 

‘‘(c) Mr. Ilalliday. with the full approved of Govornmont, has alioady 
written a letter of thunks for the services rendered.” 

TllL REPEALING BILL, 1008. 

The Hon’ble Mu. Streatfeu.d paid: —“The Select Committee on the Bill 
to repeal the Central i'rovinces Laws Act, 1870, so far as it applies to the district 
of Sambalpur, has been unable to comply with the instructions of Council ami 
submit its report to-day. 

“The only point of any difficulty in connection with the Bill is the 

J uestion of reviving 8(ctions 184, ' I8i an 1 180 of the Code of (Jiyil 
'rocedurc. 

“On this point it has been necessary to consult the lligli Oujrt, and as the 
opinion of the llon’bie Judges has not yet been received, the Select Committee 
has not been able to draw up its Report.” 

THE PURI LODGING-HOUSE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. 

The Honddo Mu. Oldham moved for )e ive to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Puri Lodging-house Act, 1871. He said : — 

♦ 

“ I move, Sir, for til leave of tliis Council to introduce a B;ll to further 
amend the Puri Lodging-house Act, IS71 (Ben. Act IV of 1871). 

“The Bill is a short and simple one, It-i (hif f objo'ts are to provide 
further safeguards against ovcrcDwding in lodging-houses; to give tlio Local 
Govfljroniciii power to meuesgse the foes for licon.scs for the reception of lodgers 
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TIh Puri Lodffin^-kouH {Amendment) BUly 1908. 

[i/r. Oldham ; Bahu Jogcndra Chandra Ghose.'] 

with a view to securing the funds necessary for the proper sanitation of the 
towns and places to which the Act applies; to render the ioapeotion of I^ging* 
houses more practicable ; and to remove a few minor defects in the existing Act 
which the practical working of the law has disclosed. 

^i^he reasons for the several changes proposed are explained in the Notes 
on Clauses appended to the Bill.” 

The Hon’blo Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose said:— This is a small 
measure and it does not directly affect the division I represent. But it affects 
the entire Hindu community of these provinces, for it should bo remembered 
that thou^rh on the face of it, it relates to Puri, by virtue of the extension 
of Acts of 187i^ and 1884, it may affect all places of pilgrimage, and is therefore 
deserving of careful consideration. 

I must say that I am very conservative as regards such changes in the 
law as may interfere with the private lines and religious observances of 
individuals. The welfare of the community may often require such inter- 
ference, but it should 1 r) very sparingly used. I am relnctaftt to support a«y 
such measure without the strongest reasons. I am sorry to say I can find no 
such reasons for the changes proposed. 

“ The main change proposed is to make ovoiy Panda come under the 
dofinitio’i of a ‘lodging houso-kcoper The pilgrims, as a rule, are taken 
care of by their Pandas, who are always apparently paid for their priestly 
ofFicos, but the care taken by the J'auda is also a consideration for these pay- 
ments. Poor, much-abused Pandas, it should not bo forgotten, have been of 

f ^roat service to the Hindu community from time iminoraorinl. Without their 
lolp and caro in pro -British days, and even during, British times, pilgrimage 
would have boon all but impossible. All respectable Pandas— all priests of 
European or Asiatic countries — would take it as an indignity to bo obliged to take 
out licenses as lodging house-keepers and for thoir own houses. The position 
and influcuico of ihoso priestly oiScers of Hindu Shrines, is always under- 
estimated because they have no newspapers and hold no public meetings. 

“ There is another very serious matter. Under the old Act, the power 
to inspect lodging-houses was to bo exercised at any roasonablo time. Tlio 
word ‘ roasonublo Mias proved disagreeable to the framers of this Bill, But 
having regard to the fact that nearly three-fourtlis of the pilgrims are women, 
and 111 in V of them panianashin ladies, the framers of tho old Act were 
certainly wise in putting in tho word ‘ reasonaMo,’ and I cannot congratulate 
tho framerH of this Bill on iludr objection to reasonableness. 

% “It will be now possible for an officer with shoes on to go at night into 
rooms not strictly occupied by females, but where men and women related to 
one another mii.dit ho obliged to live fur a day or two, and go into oook- 
fooms when food is being cooked. 

“ Then, again, all persons authoriaod to inspect have been made public 
officers for the purpose of making Pandas and pilgrims amenable to the Penal 
Code for wliat nvay be couHiderod obstructiom I can only hope that poor, 
helpless Hindu female pilgrims may not be harassed by petty sanitary officers 
and peons. 

“ d’hero is also a small clause which adds the word * day ’ before night in 
section 7. It is apparently very harmless but really it is a very serious dchange. 
Pilgrims may often go and rest at the Panda*^s house during the day time 
without actnally lodging there. For such rest tho Panda will have to pay 
Ks. 2 per head, wliich oi course he will realize from the pilgrims and be liabi, 
to [luiushmont Lr breach of any rule of real or fansiod utility that may b 
imposed. 

‘ it appears to mo that tho old Legislators had more regard foi 

n'Usoimbloiu’Ks ahou utter mature consideration they oiiiittod the word ‘ day’. I 
“ 1 must also say that tlio raising of the license fee from 8 annas per head tf 
2 rupees secin* unuusonublo. * ' I 
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Laatly^ the penalty clauses have been made three times more severe. In 
ihe original Act, there were two penalty clauses for the same offence ; one 
ander section 7 which made a lodging house-keeper liable to a fine of Rs. 2 
lor every inmate in excess of the prescribed number, and also under section 1 7 
to an additional fine of Rs. 50. This double puniabxnent I cannot understand. 
Now, instead of removing the anomaly^ it is proposed only to increase the fine 
of Rs. 2 to Rs. 5. 

‘‘Your Honour — Interference with the priestly classes and the pilgrims o< 
India should be sparingly exercised. There is a proposal, I understand, at 
the instance of philantliropic Indian reformers to make the Mohunts of reli- 
gious institutions submit accounts to the District Judge. The Government 
u^or-estimates the power and influence of Mohunts, Sanyasis and priests. 
The old Hindu law givers forbade the king to interfere with the^ classes 
with very good reason. They are more powerful than all the princes, the 
councillors, the editors and the orators of India. The Government should not 
alienate these classes. 

“ Let the Hindus alone in the exercise of their religious practice's. Make 
water-works, build rest-houses, prevent adulteration of food, provide medical 
help, protect them from thieves and robbers, and you will be blessed; but do not 
prescribe rules which may be the cautes of unnecessHiy anm^yanoe and harass- 
ment. 

“ Your Honour — I regret I cannot support this measure.” 

The HonMjlo Bxbu Radha Charan Pah said:— “The Puri Lodgiug-houso 
Act is one of those boneficieiit measures which have been introduced with a 
humane object by the Government of the time, and I am glad that the little 
amendments which are now intended to be made in the Act have been brought 
forward in this Council in the same spirit. Although we may not agree with 
all the amendments proposed, we must at the same time appreciate the motive 
which has prompted the Government to secure the welfare and well-being of 
the pilgrims who resort to the holy places. 

“ Your Honour, 1 do not think that some of the amendments wliich are 
proposed in this Bill will be conducive to the welfare of pilgrims ; but I am 
sure, now that the Bill is being referred to the Select Committee, some of the 
suggestions that we have the honour to make here in this Council, will meet 
with the attention of that Committee. 

“ My Hon^ble friend on the right lias referred to the increase of the license 
fee from 8 annas to Rs. 2 per head. I have been looking up some of the papers 
connected with the Bill when it was before the Legislature in 1871, and 1 have 
been looking up the representation of the British Indian Association made at 
that time. I nnd that tlie Committee of the Association suggested that a 
portion of the magnificent endowed funds connected with some of tho temples 
and shrines of Bengal might be applied for the comfort and convenience and 
accommodation of the pilgrims and the sanitation of the locality. If this sum 
of 8 annas is increased to Rs. 2 it will fall heavily upon the pilgrims, most of 
whom, at no doubt Your Honour’s Government is aware, are very poor 
men, wbo come from distant parts of India, out of purely religious motives, 
to these places of pilgrimage. I hope that this particular point will meet with 
the attention of the Select Committee. 

“Then under section 9 of the Bill, it is proposed that (he license shall last 
till the Slst December of the year in wliich it is granted. Under tho old Act, 
tke license lasted for 1 2 calendar months. Now under this Bill if the license 
is taken out in the middle of the year the full fee will have to be paid for the 
six months. I think this is a matter which might very well be considered in the 
Select Committee. 

“There is another important point in connection with section 10. It it 
part of the present Act, but I think it is my duty to draw Your Honour’s 
attention to it. A Magistrate by giving previous notice and for facility for 
iippection has the power to inspect tlie lodging-houses where female 
pilgrims reside. 1 suggest in this connection that some provision should be 
made for a female inspe^r. 
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1 do not agree with my hon’ble friend that there should be any res- 
triction in the matter of the inspection of these lodging-houses* From my own 

r ^rsonal experience of them^ X am of opinion, the more inspection the better* 
know how the Pandas get scent that some officer is coming to inspect and 
manage to remove the excess number to some other place, and as soon as the 
inspection is over they bring back the pilgrims* Therefore, I think the more 
surprise inspection the better— due regard being paid to the customs and 
feelings of people — for the preservation of the lives of the people who resort 
to these places. 

Under section 18 of the Act, to which no amendment has been made, 
not only the keeper of a lodging-house but also the person actually in charge 
is rendered liable for any infraction of the provisions of the Act* 1 am sure if 
your Honour is aware of the fact that in many cases the Panda employs a 
servant on a salary of Ks. 4 or Ks. 5 a month, wiio is underpaid and illiterate, 
and innocent of the rules and regulations, you would recognise that it would 
be lust and proper that only the keeper of the lodging-house or the license 
Lolaer should be amenable to the penalties enforced under the Act. 

A now section is proposed to provide that the Magistrate, if he finds that 
sufficient accommodation cannot be provided in any lodging-houses, may grant 
temporary licenses. In this respect I feel bound to opp<jse this proviso. I do 
not think, having regard to the already overcrowded condition of lodging-houses, 
further powers snould be given to the Maj^istrate to grant temporary licenses 
to these people to allow these l^andas further numbers than they are entitled to 
keep under the Lodging-house Act, In these days of improved communication, 
Puri, is brought within easy reach of Calcutta, and indeed with the whole of 
India, and I think it behoves the Government to protect the interests of other 
cities by enforcing as much sanitary regulations as is possible in consonance 
with the religious observances of the people of India* 

Under seclion 22 of the Act it is provided that all the fines and fees 
under tl»e Act shall bo expended on sanitary improvements in the town or 
place in which the Act may be enforced. I submit that the proceeds of the 
fees and fines should be sjxmt only for the convenience and comforts of the 
pilgrims and not for any Municipal purpose. Where a municipality exists 
I do not think that any portion of this revenue should be diverted to municipal 
purposes. 1 think this point is not noted clearly in the Act now, and I think it 
should be clearly mentioned so that no portion of the fund be diverted to any 
municipal purpose. 

“With these few words, I humbly support the main principle of the Bill ; 
but I earnestly hope that those points will be taken into consideration by the 
Select Committee.*^ 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Qoswami, Bahadur, said “ At this stage 
I will make a few observations with regard to one feature of the Bill which 
I think will unduly press upon the poorer classes of the people who form the 
back of the pilgrims who visit the sacred shrines of ruri and other places 
where the Act is in force. 

“ In one clause it is proposed to increase the fees for licenses from 8 annas 
to Rs. 2 per head of the entire number of lodgers the house is certified to 
accommodate. But the reasons for this enormous increase have not been 
made quite clear. The hon’ble mover of the Bill in his notes on the clause 
says ; ‘the increase is requiied to provide funds for the sanitation of the town’, 
and something more than a general observation like this seems to me to be 
necessary to justify such a largo increase in the license fee. 

“Your Honour is doubtless aware that the inmates of lodging-houses 
are mostly people with very modest means, many of them being poor widows* 
This tax will ultimately fall on them to pay, 

“ In one part of the Notes on Clauses it is said: ^ High prices prevail at 
Puri during the crowded season, and a daily rate of Rs, 5 per head, or 
even more, is often demanded for accommodation,’ This is a very high 
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rate to pay for the generality of pilgrims, and the introduction of a higher 
license fee will merely tend to increase the charges. 

Fines and fees collected under the Lodging-house Act are derated to 
making sanitary arrangements in places where license fees are levied, and 
also to maintaining pilgrim hospitals and serais on the main line of roads 
leading to these ^aces of pilgrimage. The necessity for sucii hospitals and 
serais has become considerably loss owing to communication by rail which has 
now been established to Puri and other places where the Act is in force. 

“Speaking of the ilalasore Hospital, the District Visitor to Balasore 
reports : ‘ Pilgrims formerly constituted the great majority of the patients, 

but since the enlarged railway communication witli Puri their numbers have 
greatly fallen off, and the hospital is little used by them.’ What is applicable 
to fiaJasoro is applicable to other places of pilgrimage where this Act is en- 
forced; and, under those circumstances, Ido not think that the I.iegislature- 
would be justifiod in increasing the license foe. 

“ There is another circumstance which I intend to place before Your 
Honour, and that is the opening of railway communication has distributed the 
influx of pilgrims throughout tlio year, thus reducing overcrowding at special 
times and special seasons of religious festivals. I was last year in Puri during 
the HoU festival, and the congregation of pilgrims there did not seem to me 
at all striking. On the contrary, the crowd appeared to bo much loss than 
what 1 anticipated. 

“ There is also another point of view from which this question should bo 
considored. 1 presume the Municipal Act and the Puri Lodging-house Act 
are both enforced, and that lodging house-keepers have to pay the usual 
municipal rates and taxes, and 1 do not see that there is anything to prevent 
the Munici[)al Commissioners frtim levying a second license foo under section 
261 of the Municipal Act. For this long time the license fee of 8 annas 
had boon found sufficient to meet the requirements of samtntion. I earnestly 
hope the Select Committee, which will practically give the final shape to the 
enactment, will bo pleased to consider the question from tlio points of view 
which I have attempted to present before Council. 

“ 1 am certainly not blind to some of the salutary provisions in the Bill 
and I am not opposed to the main principle on which tliis Bill has been 
constituted.” 

The Hon’blo Mahahaja-Dhiba.! Bahadub op Bubdwan said: — “It is 
still very early to make any reflection upon this Bill, as, no doubt, it will 
bo given a proper shape by the Select Committee which is to be appointed. 

I certainly think. Sir, that the license fee is a little bit exhorbitant, and that 
perhaps the Select Committee may consider the desirability of reducinir it to 
about Re. 1. ® 

“ This now section 21 A is, I think, very necessary. I do not think that mv 
hon’ble friend, Babu Kadha Charan Pal, understood the section. It is, f 
believe intended that the temporary license that the Magistrate is being 
empowered to give is for extra temporary lorlging-houses that might seem to 
be necessary at the time of the different mela». 1 certainly think the words 
in localities both healthy and not overcrowded’ should be added to this 
clause, which I leave to the Select Committee to judge.” 

The Hon’blo Baud Kali Pada Ghosh said “ I do not think at this sta-m 
we can enter into any long discussion of the Bill. The Bill is going to bo 
referred to a Select Committee, and it will be for the Select Committee to 
consider the Bill in its details. All that we can do at this stage is to make 
obseirations affecting the princ pie of tlio Bill. I am thankful to our friends 
for tlie« very valuable suggestions, and as I happen to bo a member of the 
Select Committee, and as 1 represent the Division of Orissa on this Council I 
shall be anxious to protect the interests of the pilgrims in the places they go 
to. But I do not find there is any thing objectionable in the Bill itself »nd 
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I cannot go so far as to say that I agree with my friend, Babu Jogendra 
Chandra Ghose, that the Bill is objectionable. On the other hand, 1 shall 
support the Bill so far as its principle is concerned.” 

The Hon^ble Mb. Oldhah, in reply, smdr—^At this stage perha^, Sir, 
very little need be said on the remarks which have been made by the Hon’ble 
Members who have spoken. One might suppose, from the remarks of the 
Ilon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Qhose, that a proposal had been made in this 
Council to make far-reaching changes in the principles of this Act, but that is 
not the case at all. No changes of principle whatever are involved, and such 
changes as are proposed will be given full consideration in the Select Committee 
to which the Bill will be referred. I am glad, at any rate, to find that the very 
serious anticipations of the Hon’ble Member are not shared by the other 
Members of this Council who have spoken on these simple proposals. 

I can say, on behalf of the Select Committee, that all the suggestions, 
some of which appear moreover to bo good ones, will be given every 
consideration when the Bill comes before the Select Committee. 

“ I move, therefore, for leave to introduce the Bill in Council.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hou’blo Mr. Oldham introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
in Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordingly read 
the title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Ilon’blo Mr. Collin, the Hon’ble Mr. Gordon, the 
Hon’blo Babu Kali Bada Ghosh, the Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad and the 
Mover. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned to a date to be notified hereafter. 

WIGLET, 

fis Bengal C^until. 
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The Hon’ble Mtl H. C. Streati eild. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. F, A. Labmoub, 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

COMMEMS I5T THE PRESS WITH REFERENCE TO CRITICISMS OF THE POLICE IN 
JUDGMENTS OF THE COURTS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari asked : — 

(a) Has tlie attention of the Government been called to comment# in the 
Press, regarding; its recent correspondence with the High Court about criticism 
oil the conduct of the Police in judgments, to the following effect:-^ 

“ If the Polioe are entitled to complain of vague remarks about their conduct, the 
Bessions Judges have the .right to resent vague imputations regarding their methods of 
administering justice; and, if wrong has been done by Judicial Officers, warranting a change 
of procedure, the facts and oases which in the opinion of the Government necessitated such a 
change should be published?*’ 

ih) Will the Government bo pleased to publish such facts and oases in 
this connection as may be in its possession, if it has no objection to do so ? 

The Ilon'ble Mu. Streatfeild replied : — 

The comments in the Press regarding the recent correspondence between 
this Government and the High Court atout criticisms of the Police in judg- 
ments of the Courts, which are abstracted by the Hon’ble Member, proceeded 
entirely on misapprehension. The Ilon’blo Judges of the High Court have 
access to every decision of the Courts subordinate to them, and are well aware 
of tho nature of the criticisms made by the Courts. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has placed before him for his perusal every criticism on the Police made by 
any Court in the Province. I’he correspondence therefore dealt with matters 
well known to the Government and to the Hon’ble Judges. Under these 
circumstances, there was nothing vague in the remarks contained in the 
correspondence. 

“ In the second place, it is an absolute misapprehension to suppose that 
the change of procedure proposed by this Government to the Hon’blo Judges 
was based on any ‘wrong done by Judicial OfFicers.’ Although the whole 
subject of criticisms of the Police by Judicial Officers was considered in the 
letter from this Government, the proposals to change the procedure were based 
primarily, if not exclusively, on a desire to have the criticisms of the Courts 
more effectively dealt with. If the Ilon’ble Member has himself perused the 
coiTCHpoudence, he will have seen that the interpretation of it by that section 
of the Press to which he refers is entirely misleading. 

‘‘The Government does not propose to publish any ‘ facts or cases’; 
because it is manifestly undesirable and inexpedient for the Government to 
publish any particular case in which it may think a Judge has erred in his 
criticism. It is also entirely unnecessary; both because the Hon’ble Judges 
of the High Court know such cases as well as the Government, and iHso 
because such cases are not the basis of tho proposed change in procedure.” 

damodab river dam. 

The Hon'ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari asked : — 

{a) Have not the inhabitants of villages on the east and west sides of 
the river Damodar, in tho neighbourhood of wliat is known as the Begua Hana, 
submitted a memorial to His Hoiioui' tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, pray- 
imr that an anicut spur dam or some similar contrivance may be constructed at 
Bogua so as to distribute ttie waters of tiie Damodar, and that the obstructions 
at Uarish Chak and other places mentioned in the memorial be removed so 
that the water may be at once carried off without the overflow which 
disastrously affects the whole of the district every year ? 
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[h) Id any definite scheme for improvement of the tract in question under 
the consideration of the QoTernment, and, if so, will the Government bo 
pleased to publish it on an early date, so that the people affected may submit 
their representations in time ? 

(c) Pending the undertaking of the scheme to be finally approved and 
decided on, will the Government bo pleased to direct such tentative measure 
to be taken as may minimise the evife complained of during the ensuing rainy 
season ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Ingus replied : — 

‘‘A memorial was roeoived and a reply was sent last November to th® 
effect that a definite scheme for the imjirovement of the tract is under th® 
consideration of Qoverimiciit. 

The scheme, to which the Lieutenant-Governor has accorded adminis- 
trative approval, and which it is intended to aarry out at the cost of the general 
revenue, is the following It is proposed to make an earthen embankment or 
dam acroiss the head of the Begua Channel where it leaves the Damodar river 
and to provide for the esciipoof the Hood-water by means of two long over-flows 
or weirs at tlie level of tho natural bunk, which will bo paved with rubble 
stone or concrete blocks. Tho object uimod at is to retain the low water flow 
in the old channel of tho Damodur whih) permitting tho flood-water, which is 
far in excess of what tho channel of the river can accommodate, to spill over 
thv bank without cutting a deep channel. 

The only possi]»lo means of relieving the country between the Damodar 
and the Rupnarain of flood-water is the construction of roservoirs in th(‘ 
upper channels of tho river. Tliis problem has been investigated more than 
once and it lias been ascertained tliat tho cost would be prohibitive. More- 
over, a largo part of tho country derives benefit from the inundation. The 
scheme which has been approved will be carried out as soon as funds can be 
made available. It is not practicable to make any temporary works which 
would be of service.” 


TESTING OF COUNTRY MANUFACTURES. 

The Eon'ble Bauu Deha Prasad Saubaddikari asked: — 

(a) Has any provision been made in any Government Institution in Bengal 
for undertaking and teaching tho testing of country manufactures, such as 
steel, iron and cement ? 

(h) If no such provision has been made, does not the Government consider 
that early provision should be made, having regard to tho fact that attempts to 
develop such manufactures in this country can be undertaken only under tho 
greatest handicap, they being in direct competition with similar articles im- 
ported from abroad, supported by test-certificates acceptable to Government 
and private Engineers ? 

(c) Having regard to the recent development of the Tata Iron Works 
scheme and other similar works on a smaller scale, does not the Government 
cmiBider that Government patronage of iron and steel produced in the country 
for bridge-building and other forms of constructional engineering is possible 
and desirable ; and, if so, does not tho Government consider that arrangements 
for testing mentioned in (o) and (J) above should and might with advantage be 
provided ? 

(</) Is it not a fact that the Government has already at its command the 
nectary machinery and appliances and all that is necessary to open a proper 
testing class is an appropriate staff ; and, if so, will the Government be pleased 
to consider tho desirability of appointing such a staff ? 
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Tho Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied 

‘‘(a) The importance of providing locally for the testing of country 
manufactures such as steel, iron and cement is recognized by the Government, 
and proposals in this direction have received and are receiving careful 
consideration, but no scheme has yet been sanctioned. 

& (c) It is impossible to reply to these questions without entering on 
a discussion of complicated and contentious subjects, such as are beyond the 
scope of a reply to a question in Council. 

(d) It is a fact that certain machinery and appliances for testing are 
available at the Sibpur College. The opening of classes at the College has been 
postponed, pending the consideration by the Government of India of another 
scheme.” 


CLASSES IN INDDSTIUAL CHEMISTRY IN THE SIBPUK COLLEGE. 

The Hon’blo Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari asked : — 

Will the Government be j)leased to state when the proposed classes in 
Industrial Chemistry at the Sibpur College, mentioned in the last annual 
report of the Director of Public Instruction, are likely to be started ? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied: — 

Tho question of starting the proposed classes is still the subject of 
correspondence between this Government and the Government of India.” 

removal of sibpur college to RANCHI 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari asked 

(a) Will it please the Government to state whether it is intended to 
remove all the classes and departments of tho Sibpur Engineering College to 
Ranchi, and how far the scheme cf removal has advanced, and whether the 
Principal and the Professors of the College have been consulted as to such 
removal and as to the future site ? 

(Z») If they have boou so consulted, will it please the Government to pub- 
lish their opinions ? 

(c) If they have not been consulted, will it please the Government to con- 
sider the desirability of consulting them ? 

(d) Has the attention of tho Government been drawn to the recent state- 
ments in the Press that the Government has been permitted to use public sub- 
scriptions in connection with the Ranchi schemes ; and, if so, will it please the 
Government to state for what schemes tho use of public subscriptions has been 
permitted ? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied 

It is intended to remove the Sibpur College to Ranchi as a whole, 
but it is impossible to say at the present stage how every class and department 
of the existing college will be treated. Tho removal has been finally sanc- 
tioned and a site at Ranchi selected. Plans and estimates are now under 
piH'paration. The proposals have throughout been worked out in consultation 
with the Principal. 

& (c) It has not been thought necessary to consult individual 
Pr^^fes^ors. I’he Government does not consider it desirable to call for further 
opinions on the scheme. 
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(d) The attention of Government ha« been drawn to the statements in 
the Press. A sum exceeding lakhs of rupees is at present in the hands of 
Government, which has been contributed from private sources for the construc- 
tion of hostels in connection with the Model College at Kanciu. It is proposed 
to expend this sum for the purpose for which it was subscribed. There is no 
other basis for the statements alluded to/’ 

TECHNICAL INSTKUCTION. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deha Prasad SAunADHiKARi asked : — 

Does not the Government consider that the development of the Technical 
Departments of the Sibpiir En^diKHuing College is a matter of groat economic 
importance to the countrvi R^d will the Government please consider the 
desirability of maintaining and developing the departments, as near as possible 
to the trading and industrial centres of the province, in connection with the 
propos/il for the removal of the college proper to Ranchi? 

The Ilon’ble Mu. Stueateild replied: — 

The Government is fully alive to tho importance of Technical Instruc- 
tion, whether in connection witli tho Engineering College or otherwise. 'I'he 
Hon’ble Member may rest assured that tho eifret which any proposals, with 
regard to the College, are likely to have on the development (ii the technical 
departmenttf is receiving and will receive the most careful consideration.’’ 


INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 

The Hon’ble Baiuj Deua Prasad Saiuiadhikari asked : — 

Will the Government please consider the desirability and possibility 
f)f having a separate branch of the Educational Department to deal with the 
<^t*increasing demands and problems of Technical and Industrial Educa- 
tion, which are foreign to the general educationist, in order to have such educa- 
tion lee^lated and controlled by qualitied experts in tho same way as Medical 
and Agricultural educations are controlhrd ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SrREATrEfLD replied: — 

^'The importance of Industrial and Technical Education is fully 
recognized by tho Government, and tho question, how the development of such 
education can be assl.^fed, is receiving careful consideration. No docisioii has 
however, yet been an ived at, as to wlntlier tho desired objects can best be 
attained by the creati#n of a separate branch of tho Educational Service or 
otherwise.’" 


DIVI6ION OF Patna comminsionership. 

The Hon’ble Baud Deba J'rahad Sarbadhikari asked : — 

Has any representation been received by the Government for th© 
transfer of the office of the Con)iniB.''ioncr of Patna to Gaya, on account of its 
central position, and does tlm Government propose to take any fsefion 
on such representation ? 


The Hon’ble Mb, Gait replied 

When public criticism was invited on tho proposal to divide the Com- 
missionership of Patna into two, it was fugge!»ted by the Bar Association of 
Gayaf^nd by the Chairman of the Gaya Municipal Beard that the capital of the 
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proposed South Gangetic Division should be transferred from Patna to Gaya. 
The Government is of opinion that there would be no justification for such a 
change, which would involve unnecessary expenditure and an unnecessary 
interference with vested interests.’^ 

ENCOURAQEMENT OF INDIAN INDUSTRIES. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been called to the 
speech of Colonel Alexander Jerome Filgatc, R. e., Chairman of the Bengal 
Iron and Steel Company, at its recent ordinary general meeting of the Company, 
to the following effect: — 

^‘More support from the Government would he acceptable, and this, we 
think, can and ought to be given, not only without loss to Government but in 
the interest of both Government and the public. For years past it has been 
time after time proclaimed that it is the policy of the Government to encourage 
Indian industries, yet in regard to our industry we find large contracts still 
placed in Europe which could have been suitably and more cheaply fulfilled at 
our works.’^ 

(i) So far as lies in the power of the Government of Bengal, will it 
please the Government to give directions for the encouragement of industries 
of the kind mentioned in the above speech ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis replied: — 

The Company has discontinued the manufacture of steel. So long as the 
Company manufactured steel-joists, a number of joists wore taken in Bengal, 
also in other Provinces throughout India and Burma. Now tlie chief article 
purchased from the Company is water-pipes. These are usually purchased 
from the Company when such pipes are required. A number were purchased 
for water-mains for the Calcutta Maidan recently.” 


LEAVE RULES OF SUBORDINATE JUDICIAL SERVICE. 

'I ho Ilon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami Baradue said : — 

Under the present Civil Leave and Pension Code, Subordinate Judicial 
Officers do not get any privilege leave on full piy and they cannot affix or 
prefix the same to an annual vacation, whereas Executive Officers and District 
Judges get one month s privilege leave on full pay after eleven months’ active 
service and they can prefix or affix the same to an annual vacation. Having 
regard to the fact that tlie Executive Officers and District Judges enjoy the 
last Saturday of every mouth as a holiday, which fully compensates for the 
shorter Dusserah vacation for such officers, will the Government be pleased 
to consider the advisability of modifying the leave rules applicable to the 
Subordinate Judicial Officers so as to place them and the Executive Officers and 

Distinct Judges on the same footing as regards the rules relating to privilege 

leave ? 


Tlie Hon’ble Mr. SrREAirFEiLD replied;— 

‘‘ This matter was considered in 1906, when it was decided by the Govern- 
ment of India that the existing rules should not be altered. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is not prepared to re-open the question at present.” 
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TENSIONABLE SEBVICE IN SUBORDINATE .lUDIOIAL SERVIOH. 

Thellon'blo Rai Kibhori Lal Goswami Bahadur said 

In reply to a question of the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose 
asked last year, til© then Judicial Secretary of the Bengal Government was 
pleased to say : “ that the proposal that Munsiffs should be permitted to count 
the broken jieriods spent by them in officiating appointments before confirm- 
ation as pensionable service is still under consideration with reference to the 
rules which regulate admission to the Subordinate Judicial Service.’^ Will 
the Govenimeut be pleased to say what decision has been arrived at in regard 
to that matter ? 

The Ilon'ble Mr. Streatfeild replied: — 

The question referred to is still under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India.'* 

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT IN SUBORDINATE JUDICIAL SERVICE. 

The Ilnn’ble Rai KienoRi Lal Goswami Bahadur said 

Having regard to the fact that the ago for compulsory retirement 
applicable to the Hoivblo Judges of the High Court is CO years, will the 
Government bo pleased to consider the desirability of extending the age of 
compulsory retirement in the cases of Subordinate Judicial Officers who will 
be deeiiK'd upon medical examinalion and otherwise to be fit for good and 
active Judicial work on completion of the age of 55 ? 

The Iloii’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

The Govcmniont is unable to accept the proposal that the members of 
the Subordinate Judicial Service should be exempted from the ordinary rules 
regarding superannuation ; since judicial work is as hard as any other and 
officers who have served their time in the judicial line are not physically 
younger than those of other departments. It need hardly be added that in 
accordance witii the ordinary rules no Munsif is compulsorily retired before 60, 
if he is still found up to his work.*’ 


creation of a PPARATE JUDGESHIP AT KHULNA. 

The Hon’blo Baeu Jogendra Chandra Qhobe asked : — 

Will the Goveniinont be pleased to say whether it has como to any 
decision in the matter of the appointment of a District Judge for Khulna in 
the near future ? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

The question of creating ^ separate Judgeship for the district of Kliulna 
has been referred to the Government of India.” 

SILTINO OF THE ALAIPUR KHAL. 

The Hon’blo Babu JogemHu Chandra Ghose asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to say whether any and, if so, what 
steps are being taken to prevent the silting up of the Alaipur Khal and to keep 
it navigable throughout the year ? 



24 Questions and Answers. [2l6T Makch^ 

[Sir. Inglis; Bahu Jogendra Chandra Ghoss; Mr. Oldham,'] 

The Hon’ble Mk. Inolis replied 

The only measure which would prevent the deposit of silt in this khal 
would be to convert it into a still-water canal by the construction of locks and 
weirs. The traffic which makes use of the kJnl is not sufficient to warrant the 
expense of this measure. An impiiry is now being held to ascertain if the local 
traffic can afford to pay a toll wnidi will suffice to meet the cost of dredging 
plant by the use of which the silting could be kept in check. 

JESSORE drainage SCHEME. 

The llon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose asked: — 

Will the Government bo pleased to say in what stage is the Jessore 
di'ainage scheme, and when it is likely to be taken up ? 


The llon’blo Mr. Oldham replied : — 

‘‘In this question the llou’blo Member is understood to refer to the Jessore 
town drainage scheme. This scheme is being prepared bv tlie Assistant 
Sanitary Kngineer: it is reported to be about half finislied. When comphited, 
it will have to be formally considered by the Municipal Comlln^sioners in 
meeting ; and if thojy’^ accept it, they will have to arrange the ways and means 
for carrying it out. Government is not in a position, therefore, to say when 
the acheme will be actually taken in hand." 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE bJlAIRUn RIVER. 

The Ilou'blo Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose asked : — 

Will the Government bo pleased to state why the sum of Bs. 75,000 
budgetted in 1000 for the Bhairub Valley Drainage scheme, was omitted from 
^le budget of 1007 ? Will the GovernmeMt be pleased to make some pi-ovision 
in the budget of ibis yeai’ for that sclieme ? 


The Hofi’blc Mr. Oldham replied : — 

“ The Bchomo for which Hs. 75,000 was provided in the Budget for 
1900-07 was one for the improvement of tho Bhairab River as a navigable 
olmnnel. It would ht^o had no effect on the stream as a drainage channel, 
Wlien the navigation project waa fully investigated, it was found that tho cost 
Would be out of proportion to the benefit, and it was decided that it should 
not be proceeded with. 

“ A scheme for draining a number of bhils in the neighbourhood of Jossore 
by means of cuts which will discharge into the Bhairab, is at present under 
the consideration of the District Board and of the Drainage Commissioners. 
[ITiis sclieme has not yet reached the stage at which it is desirable to provide 
in the Budget for any grant-in-aid from Provincial Revenues.” 

DRINKING water IN EUKAL ABKAS. 

The llon'blo BAim Jogendea Cdandka Ghose asked : — 

W’^ill tho Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
for supplying good drinking-water, and how many tanks have been excavated 
for the purpose, during the last five years, at the cost ow with the help of the 
District Beards or the Government, in each of the districts of Jossore, Kristie 
nagar, Khulna and Murshidabad ? 
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The Ilon'ble Mr. Olpiiam, replied 
“ p'rom the Reports on the working of the Distriet Boards it appears that 
the followmc sums have been spent on Water-supply (original works), 
during eiieli of the past five years, in the four districts referred to by the 
Hon'ble Member : — 


Pistrici. 

lUO’i-OX 

llHl'J-Ol. 

iy04-06. 

itfor.-oo. 


TutnI. 


Ks. 

Rs. 

liB, 

Ks. 

Us. 

Us. 

Nadia 

... i,r>ui 

3,030 

2,945 

9,5 U 

11,011 

2S,598 

Mur^hidabad 


(;4H 

504 

507 

J,19S 

3,785 

J osfiore 

... 


1,9S1 

('.,250 

15,500 

33.051 

Khulna ... 

bit 

1,389 

5,198 

9,410 

10,977 

33,0 13 


Government in not in poeaension of infornmtlon a« to how many tanks for 
the supply of good drinking water have been excavated during each of these 
yours. 

The Ilon'ble Member's attention is also invited to Mr. Shirros (^ircnlnr 
No. 12T.-M., dated the 2()th May, 1904, regarding the supply of drinking 
water in rural art'as. In aocoi'danco with the terms of tins Circular, tlu‘ 
following grants were made by (Ji»vernment during the year 1001-05 to the 


four districts named : — 


Us. 

Nadia 


... 10,000 

Murshidabad 

. 

... 1,881 

JoHSore 

•«« 

10,0(M) 

Khulna 

... • . 

... 7,300 


Since the year 1905-00, Government has been making an annual grant to tlie 
District Hoards of an amount efjual to one-fourth of ihoir income from the 
Koad Cess, in augmentation of tlieir n‘sources, in order to cnal)lt‘ them to }neet 
the growing demands on tlu'ir funds. In view of this large contribution, 
which amounts to Us. 9,t)0,000 jnr annum, sejiarate grants under Mr. 
Shirres' Circular liave been discontinutMl, with llie exception of one or two 
special grants, including one of 11s. 5,000 given to tiie Nadia District lioard 
in 1907-0^ for the provision of pure wuter-supjdy.” 

(ili.VXTS in (lOVEJLNMENT 10 lUSTUKT JUeVKOS FOK IMPnOVKMKNT OF 

wMi.ii sri‘i‘in . 

The lloli'ble Hai’.u JoiiENOKA Chanoka Ghose asked 

Is the Gfivernment aware that the funds at the disposal of the District 
Hoards are (juiti* insufficient to make adtKjuato provision for supplying good 
drinking'Watir to tin* peo])le, which is primarily responsible for tlie jirevalence 
of diseases like cholera and malaria? Will the Governiuent he pleased to make 
adequate grants for tlie purpose' ? 

Will tlui Government b(‘ jdeased to take steps for systeumtically having at 
least five good tanks every year in tlie distiicts (d the ibesideney Jlivision in the 
first instance, in co-operation with tlie District Hoards and tlie people, tlie 
inhabitants of the village in which the tank may bo excavated lieing recjuirud 
to pay one-third of the cost and io give tlui land required free of charge ? 

The Ilon’ble Mk. OlI)J 1 A.vi rejdied: — 

“ From the answer to Question No. V asked by the Ilon’blo Member it 
will be seen tliut Government lias already re(X>giiized that the funds at the 
disposal of District Hoards are not suflicient and that it lias on making 
very large grants to augment tlH;se resources. Jt now rests with tlie Ih.Htrict 
Boards to devote a portion of these grants to the supply of good drinking water 
for the people. The District Hoards concerned should, therefore, take neces- 
sary action in the matter with the co-oj»eratiou, if necessary, of the people. 
In the Bill to amend the Bengal Local »Sclf-GovcniiJient Act, it is proposed to 
insert provisions enabling Union (Committees to iiieur expenditure on tlie 
improvement of water-supply, and to realize n portion of the cost of such 
measures by permissive local taxation.*’ 
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AGRICULTUTRAL EXPERIMENTS. 

The Ilon’blo IUbu Jogendra Chandra Ghose asked:— 

Is the Government aware that, from the results of tlie agricultural 
farms established by it, an impression has been produced on the minds of the 
people that it is diiiicult to carry on cultivation in large farms on improved 
methods with profit, and that, in consequence, not one of the students trained 
by it here, in England or in America have taken to agriculture as a profession ? 
Will the Government be pleased to publish a statement showing that some of 
its farms at least are profitable and not losing concerns ? If there are no such 
farms, will the Government be pleased to direct the Agricultural Department 
to establish one or two farms on business lines, giving profitable returns for 
the outlay of money and labour necessary for them ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Gait replied : — 

Agricultural experiment stations are established, not with the object 
of making a profit, but, in order to acquire knowledge regarding the best 
methods of cultivation and manuring of existing varieties of grain, etc., to 
improve the quality of iheso varieties l)y selection and otherwise, and 
to ascertain what crops grown elsewhere can be cultivated successfully 
in the locality where the station is situated. Such work noceKsitates the 
employment of highly paid oflicors and involves much larger expenditure than 
would bo incurred by ordinary agriculturists. 

“It can hardly be necessary for Government to prove that agriculture 
is a profitable profession ; and it d^os not soom necessary for Government 
to establish farms with a view to working them at a profit. The interesting 
experiment which is being made by private individuals at Deoghur will, 
however, bo watched by the Agricultural Department with interest.’^ 

RESOTTKCES OF DISTRICT BOARDS. 

The Hon’blo Babu Jooindiu Chandra Qhose said : — 

The Government is aware that the District Boards have at present 
got practically no moaiis at their disposal to fulfil in any useful measure the 
duties imposoJ on thorn, and Ilis Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has 
expressed liis sympathy with them and his desire to help them. Will the 
Government be pleased to say what measures are being taken for the purpose ? 

Tlio Hon’ble Mb. Oldham replied : — 

As will be seen from the answers to Questions V and VI, Government 
has recognized the inadequacy of the resources of District Boards. During 
oach of the three years, 1901-02 to 1903-04, a grant of five lakhs was made, and 
since 1905-00 an annual grant of nine lakhs has been made with a view to 
increase ilieir resources.” 


eddoational service. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh asked: — 

(«) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
all appointments of Inspectors of Schools in the Province will henceforth be 
reserved for Europeans, and that no Indian officer will be eligible for such 
appointmeni-s ? 

(A) If the Government has such a scheme in contemplation, will it be 
pleased to state the grounds for excluding Indian officers from such appoint- 
ments ? 
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The Hon’blo Mr. Streatkeild replied : — 

‘‘ AVhen the sanctioned Inspoctinr]: staff is complete, there will be six 
Dirisional Inspectors of Schools, and six additional Inspectors in this Province. 
The former will usually be Officers in the Indian Educational Service, the latter 
will always be Officers in the Provincial Educational Service. The Indian 
Educational Service is, no doubt at present, practically recruited as a European 
service ; but otherwise there is no intention of reserving all or any of tiiese 
posts for European officers.” 

HEAD MAS>TKR:S OF GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS. 

The Hon'blo lUnu Kali Pada Gnosn a.^kod : — 

Is it a fact that the appointments of Hoad Masters of all Government 
Schools in the Divisional head-quarters will henceforth be exclusively reserved 
for Europeans ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state the grounds 
for excluding Indians from such appointments? 

The Ilon'blo Mr. Streaifeild replied : — 

The w’hole question of the improvement of Secondary Schools is at 
present receiving ine consideration of Government. Among other proposals 
which iiave been made in this beiialf is one for the appointment of officers of 
the Indian EdiuMtional Service to be Head Masters of a few selected High 
Sc1io(j1s. ISo final decision has yet been arrived at on this point, d'ho object 
of the proposal, liowever, is not to replace Indian Head Masters by Europeans, 
f those High Sclionls the servlets of highly qualified officers 
of the Sujierior Service as thyir Head Masters.^' 


DISPOSAL OF FEES AND FINES tOLLKCTKD UNDER THE PURI LODOING-HOUSK 
ACT. 1871 (SEN. AOr IV OP 1871). 

The Honljl(‘, Baiuj’ Kali Papa Gho.sii said:— 

The Afunicipality of Puri being primarily responsible for the sanitary 
improvement of the town will the (Government be pleufied to take into oo/- 
su cration the desirability of making over to th<^ Municipality the fi es and fines 
collected under tliG Pun Lodging house Act (Bon. Act IV of 1871) which are 
now placed at the disjiosal of tlie Magistrate V 

The Ilon’blo Mk. Oldham replied : — 

fnr tlie by-luwH issued by Government thereunder provide 

on ^ liw’^^Tl «^ecordanco with the oS 

over to li Vr these monies should bo made 

OKIEVANCE8 OF THE SUBOKPINATE MEPICAL SERVICE. 


The Hon’blo Bahu Deva I’kabau Sauvadhikaky 
U onble BAiiti Kadua Ciiauam I'al asked ’ 


in the absence of the 


the oivernmeS” ^in' Assistant Surgeons been received by 
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{d) Will the Government be pleased to take these humble memorials 
into its favourable consideration and remove tlieir just grievances, which stand 
in tin* way oi getting efficient medical men, whose services are indispensably 
required for the improvement of the public health and the saving of individual 
]iv('H in the niuHassal? 

The Hon’lde Mb. Oldham replied : — 

(a) ^riie attention of Government had not previously been drawn to 
the articies in question. 

[h) The memorials referred to have not yet been received by Government. 
Idui Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals reports that up to date he has 
received memorials from 59 Assistant Surgeons: he is now considering 
the re])re8entations of the n^emorialists and he will submit his recommendations 
to Government in due course. 

‘‘(c) The fact that so many memorials have been 8ul)mitted shows 
facir that diHsutisfaciion exists. The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals 
reports, liowever, that the allegation contained in the latter portion of this 
question is witliout foundation. 

“(^/) The memorials, with the ]n8j)ector-General of Civil Hospitals' remarks 
and recommendations, will certainly receive full consideration at the hands of 
Government.” 

imiAl CANAL rRO.JKCT. 

The Hofvblo Bautt Deva Pk‘ASAI) SAuvADiiiKARy in the absence of the 
Hoidble lUiui Kadha Ciiakan Pal asked : — 

(a) Ls it a fact that a memorial, signed by the residents of fifty-fiVe 
villages in tin* district of Bankura, was submitted to His Honour the Lieute- 
mint-(jov('rin»r, praying for the construction of a canal from the river Berai 
for agricultural purposes? 

{h) Is it a fact that tlie memorialists ofFc^red to pay foi- the sup])ly oi 
water to tlu*ir holds at a rate varying from annas -1 to annas 12 per bigha? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Secretary to ihc Government of Bengal, Irriga^ 
tion Department, has asked the petitioners to furnish him with particulars as 
to the river inderred to and the Kketch map showing where the canal is wanted, 
and to show that the li‘V(*ls of tin' land are such as to admit of the canal beiiif 
constructed, and wdiether such inlormation has boon given Su far as the peti- 
tioners, who are poor men, could give it? 

(^/) If tlu^ information as supplied is not deemed sufficient, will the 
Governiuent be pleased to order a survey of the land to ascertain the level, 
etc., at the c(;st of the Government, for the benefit of the villages? 

{r) Having regard to the frecpjoiit failure of crops in the villages 
referred to, due to the failure of rain and consequent distress of the people, 
will tin’ Government be jdeased to sanction the canal when the people arc 
willing to pay for the benetit rt’ceived ? 

The Hon'ble Mk. lN(iLis replied: — 

“ Tlie facts recited in claus(‘s (a), (h) and (c) of the ouestion are correct. 

“Iniheyoar 1901, the late Mr. Maconcliy, Superintending Eugiaoer» 
made a preliminary inquiry to ascertain if a Canal from the Berai River could 
be recommended as a protective work. The conclusions ho came to, which 
were accepted by Goveriiinent, v/ere— Ist, tluit the catchment of the stream is so 
email that in a season of drought the supply of water would either fail 
altogether or would be so small as to bo of very little use; and 2nd, that there 
was no pro.sj)oct wluttever of the canal being remunerative to Government. The 
scheme was therefore regarded as impractie/ible. 
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“ It was estimated that a detailed surrey would cost Rs. 4, GOO. There is 
no justification for an expenditure of this amount from the General Revenues 
on work which would be of no practical uso. It will, however, be arranged 
to hare observations made of the flow of water in the stream to ascertain 
definitely what area could be irrigated at a time of drought. On the present 
information it would appear that a channel made by the land owners them- 
selves, similar to the yynes of wliich there are so many in tho Gaya district, 
would be more suitable than a Government Canal 

TOtLY’S NALA AND RICK TRADE. 

The Hon’ble Babd Deiia Pra.sad Sardadhikari, in tho absence of the 
Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal, asked: — 

(a) Will tho Government be pleased to state whether a portion of the 
Tollr’s Nala below the Boat Canal and Kaurapukur klial has practically been 
silted up and tho trade in rico has thereby been seriously affected ? If so, will it 
kindly state what stops have been proposed to be taken to render it navigable, 
and when they are likely to bo taken ? 

(i) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to tho great incon- 
venience of the inhabitants and traders of Chotla and Shahanagoie from the 
absence of a cart bridge over the Tolly’s Nala between the Kalighat and 
I’ollyganj bridges, which arc situated at a distance of mile from each other ? 
Is it not a fact that the proposal for the erection of the said bridge has lx>en 
unanimously apj)roved of by tho Calcutta Corporation, and that tho said 
Corporation has expressed its willingness to contribute Rs. 20,000 towards the 
cost of construction of tho said bridge? If so, will the Govorninont be 
phjasod to state whether it will kindly sanction the construction of tho said 
oridge ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Inglis replied : — 

“{a) The present state of Tolly’s Nala is much the same as that wliich 
must have always prevailed. Owing to tho meeting of tho tidal streams, silting 
is inevitable. The only possible remedy is to convert tho channel into a canal 
with locks and sluices. 'Phis question has been investigated more than once 
but so far with a negative result, as the expense of the works required would 
be out of proportion to the benefit. 

“(i) in November, 1906, a Member of the Calcutta Corporation solicited 
the construction of an additional bridge over Tolly’s Nala in the vicinity of the 
Chetla rice maiket. The Commissioner of Police, who was consulted, was 
of opinion that the bridge, if made, would benefit comparatively few people 
Tho inquiries of tno Public Works Officers also indicated that there was no 
general demand or need for the bridge. The Chairman of the Corporation 
however, intimated in Juno, 1907, that the Corporation were of opinion that 
the bridge would bo useful, and that they would contribute Rs. 20,000 towards 
the cost. The Cheirman was informed, in a letter dated 20th June 1907 
that the offer could not be accepted, and that a contribution of at least 
Rs. 50,000 would be necessary, os the bridge with approaches would cost not 
less than Rs. 60,000 and probably as much as Rs. 1,00,000 or more, as on the 
east side of the Nala a new approach road would be necessarv, A renlv to 
this letter is awaited.” ^ ^ ^ 

COURT INSPECTORS IN TUB CALCUTTA POLICE COURT. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhieabi, in the absence of the 
Hon’ble Babd Radha Cilaran Pal, asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state : — 

(a) On what terms the present Court Inspectors are empowered to 
conduct the prosecution of Police cases ? 

(i) What is the nature of the cases that they have been empowered to 
conduct ? 
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(6:) Have the general or special powers of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
contemplated in section 495, sub-section (i), been conferred upon 
them ? Has the fact been gazetted ; and, if so, when and where ? 
If not, is their appointment legally tenable? 

{d) Whether the opinion of the Advocate-General was taken as to the 
applicability of section 495, sub-section (i), in this behalf in the 
Presidenc}’’ Town of Calcutta ? If not, will the Government be 
pleased to take it now ? 

(c) Whether, in view of the separate function of the Judicial and Execu- 
tive in the Presidency Town of Calcutta, the Government will be 
pleased to abolish the said post of Court Inspector in the Calcutta 
Police Court, and consider the advisability of appointing an Assis- 
tant Government Prosecutor from among the practising pleaders of 
the Court, for the purpose of conducting the prosecution of Police 
eases which the Government Prosecutor could not attend to? 

The Ilon’ble Mu. STm:ATFEiLr) replied : — 

(fl) Idle present Court Inspectors arc appointed to be Public Prosecutors 
under section 492 [1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

^‘ (/>) Their duty is to conduct the prosecution of cases in which pro- 
fessional advice and assistance are not required. 

(c) and (d) The provisions of section 495 (/) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure do not apply to these odicers. 

(c) Ttio Government does not propose to make the change suggested 
in clause of the question. There is no reason to suppose that it would tend 
either to efficiency or to economy.” 


CUIMINAL couirrs SITTING AT NIGHT. 

The Hoirble Babu Gajadhar Pkasad asked 

Whether, in view of the great inconvenience felt by the litigants and the 
lawyers owing to tln^ fact that some Criminal Courts hold their sittings even at 
night, the Govornmeiit will bo pleased to consider the desirability of fixing the 
liours during which such Courts should be held ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

‘‘ There is no doubt that late sittings are held in certain Courts and on 
certain occasions owing to press of work or other causes, but the Government 
lias no reason to believe that such late sittings are more frequent than is 
necessary for the punctual despatch of business, or that they cause serious 
inconvonience. The Government deprecates late sittings, but it is not 
practicable to limit the discretion of judicial officers to prolong their sittings 
if this is required by the work on hand.” 

THE 8AMBALPUB (EVIDENCE) BILL , 1908 . 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Streatfeild presented the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to repeal the Central Provinces Laws Act, 1879, so far as it 
applies to the district of Sambalpur. 


THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1908.09 

The IIon’ble Mr. Oldham laid on the table the Bengal Financial State- 
ment for 1908-09, with explanatory notes. He said : — 

“ Sir, I beg to lay on the table the Financial Statement with the usual 
appendices and accounts ; and in doing so to make a few remarks of a general 
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nature in explanation of our position. The Statement lia.s been prepared on tho 
aame lines as jtrevious statements. There are only two innovations to which 
attention may bo drawn. Tho first is that, in accordance with tho decision 
of tho Government of India, local finance will in future be wholly separated 
from the general accounts. Tho head • Contributions from Provincial to Local,’ 
therefore, disappears, and the grants to Local will, with effect from next your, 
be shown under the several service heads concerned. Tho second is that, 
under the instructions of the Govornineut of India, a statement showing the 
recoijtts and exjtenditure of District Hoards and District Road Committei's has 
been added as an Ajipendix to the Financial Statement. 

“It has bemi the good fortune ol some of my predecessors in office to lay 
prosperity budgets before this Council r it has fallen to my lot on this octuision 
to present the budget when there is, unfortunately, no surplus to distribute 
among tho several Departments eager to mess schemes of admitiistrative reform. 

7 hero are two principal causes for the present financial |)osition — (1 ) tho 
gradual depletion of the jirevious large Imlnncos, wiiieli has btam due chielly to 
largely increased expenditure on Puldic Works, and (2) the unprecedentedly 
high piicos of food-grains that liavt' ranged all over tho country during tho 
past two years, which do not .show any {irusont signs of falling. 

Lxcluding the special grant of oO lakhs lor tho (’alcutta Imiirove- 
ment Scheme, made in the year liKO-Dd, which is of the nature of a trust and 
cannot be utilized for any other jmrpose, the closiii^ balanccB during the past 
bix years have been — ^ 


111 )!»01.02 ... 


49,(1.5,782 



5.5,29,421 

,. ... 

... 

»2,.52.9I9 

1!*01 0*, 


80.0((,J0| 

„ lild.'.-dC, 


(;2.(! 1,898 

„ itton.(t7 

••• •«« 

4;}.H4,44;} 


lakinj^ the royi^ed estimate, the closin;^ balance at the end of tlu' (turront 
year wil bo Rs. 21 •L’.OoO, and according to the budget now placed on tlie 
tabl(‘ the balance at tlie close of 11108*09 will be reduced to Ks Id 00 000 
or about fifteen ami-a-half laklis if we add Rs. l,.06,()IKt, being the Provi’ne.ial 
expenditure on di.stress next yi'ar, as we are allowed to do under tlH 3 existinir 
arrangement will, the (iovernme.it of India. The large increase in the y.w 
I.IO.-O-I was due to a particular cause, viz., the grant from imimriul Rovo.iuos 
of a special allotmo.it ol 50 lakhs to start the new Provincial .Settlement 
then under consideration. These largo surplus balances were chiefly absorbed 
in 1 ublic Works expenditure. J’ho charges on account of Civil Works in 
charge of the Public Works Department amounted in 1901 02 to Rs 41 71 000 
r ‘ t'’ ^8-. •'^•h«'J.000, in 190;i.04 to Jis. 74,;}!), 000, in li)044)5 

to Rs. A^,000, in l!)0.i-0(i to Rs. 62,70,000, in 1006-07 to Rs. 60,y;},000 
and in 1907-08, according to the revised estimab^. thov will aniounf tn 
Rs. 71.04,000. The Public Works expenditure during the last five years 
has, therefore, been enormously in excess of that ol previous years. For 
the purjioses of the present Provincial Sottlement, the charges on this 
account were taken at about 40 lakhs only. Tho result of tho increased 
activity in this direction, moreover, has been that there are many large 
projects still in hand and uncompleted, and for which provision iL ImJ 
to lie made during the current, and will still have to he made during the 
Sext' v™r*’w we have boon compelled to restrict such expenditure 

I looking to tlio many necessary sclieuies 

already in hand le place the estimated outlay below Rs. .■)5,7l 00(J As an 
example of the development of Public Works operations, 1 may luention that 
the iMt five j..,, .I,e et|,e„d.t«,. „l, J.il., Feli.^’^ra iteJiS 
buildiDgH m Calcutta alone has been '>0,90,000, 

. ordinary demands of the Administration 

have been steadily increasing from year to year in all Departments, in some il 
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accordance with normal expansion, and in others to an abnormal extent, as, for 
instance, in the case of the Departments of Police and Education. The charges 
on account of the Police Department have increased from Rs. 48,80,000 in 
3902 to Rs. 74,37,000 in 1907-08, and the budget for next year stands at 
Ks. 77,03,000. The larger part, no doubt, of this increased expenditure 
has been borne by liberal grants from the Imperial Government ; still a 
considerable portion of it has jfallen, and must continue to fall in the future, 
upon J’rovincial Revenues. 

“ In tlie case of the Education Department the outlay from Provincial 
Funds has steadily risen from 26 lakhs in 1902-03 to 42J lakhs in the revised 
estimate for the current year. Part of this increase also has been borne by 
the Imperial Government. The numerous schemes of reform and improve- 
ment that have been undertaken or are in contemplation in connexion with 
this Department will, moreover, call for a continually increasing expenditure. 
'I'lio (lomands during recent years for the development of Technical Education 
have also led to an increase under this head. In the budget for next year, 
1 echnical Education in all its branches accounts for an aggregate provision of 
more than six lakhs. 

“ Under Medical, the charges have increased from Rs. 17,l.o,000 in 
1902-03 to Rs. 22,64,000 in the revised estimate for the current year. The 
estimate for next year is very much higher, for a special reason which 1 shall 
explain presently. 

“ 'Hiough Bengal, we are thankful to say, has not suffered so severely from 
the efl'ects of deficient harvests as oilier parts of India, or as it has suffered on 
previous occasions, some provision has had to be made for direct expenditure 
on Relief Measures. The charges on this account during the current year have 
been estimated atRs. 6,12,000, which will, under the existing arrangement witli 
the Government of India, be borne l)y Imperial Revenues. Next year, however, 
it is estimiited that besides the sum chargeable to Imnerial (Ks. '8,41,000),' 
Rs. 1,56,000 will have to bo spent on this account from Provincial' Funds'. 
Besides this direct expenditure on relief, a sum of Rs. 20,00,000 has been given 
out in loans under the Agriculturista’ Loans Act during the current year, and 
it is esLiniated that alwut the same amount will be advanced during 1908-09. 

“ While, however, the high prices do not affect so adversely the agricultural 
population, they cause much suffering among the people who are dependent 
on small fixed incomes and the low-salaried ministerial officers and menial 
servants. It was with a view to alleviating the distress among these latter 
clas-ses, that Government took upon itself to grant compensation for 
dearness of provisions to all menials and ministerial f)fficors drawing pay of 
Rs. 30 and permensem. The charges on this account during the current 
year are estimated at more than 9| lakhs ; and 8| lakhs have been provided 
on this account for 1908-09. The effect of high prices has also been felt in 
other directions, as, for instance, in raising the cost of feeding the prisoners in 
our jails It is in consequence of this unforeseen expenditure that the closing 
lialanco of the current year has fallen so low, and the closing balance for 
next year has been reduced below the minimum. 

“ Under the terms of our settlement with the Government of India we 
must keep a minimum working balance of 20 lakhs; and although the estim’ates 
tor next year have been passed by the Imperial Government, we shall have 
to take steps as soon as may bo possible to make up the deficit. This means 
that we shall not only be precluded from taking into consideration any new 
projects, but we must also exercise rigid economy till the financial position has 
much improved. 

“ In almost every Department there are important projects either ready or 
under consideration that will involve an increase of expenditure, and numerous 
requests for additional allotments have had to be reluctantly refused. We 
have, as far as was practicable in the circumstances explained above, made 
provision either wholly or partially for the most pressing schemes of reform. 
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“We have made provision for additional recurring expenditure to the 
extent of Its. 2,31,000 under Kducation, besides special grants of a non* 
recurring nature amounting to Rs. 77,000. 

“Under Agriculture, we have provided for additional recurring expenditure 
of Rs. 45,000 for Agi-icultural Experiment Stations and for tlm improvement of 
the Silk Industry, trt'o have allotted a sum of one lakh towards the construction 
of the now Agricultural College at Sabaur, and Rs. 50,000 towm-ds the fittings 
and furniture thereof. 

“A provision of Rs. 1,00,000 has been made for the continuance of the 
special inquiries into the Fisheries of the Province, with a view to the future 
development of this important industry. 

“Under Ports and Pilobigo, a heavy provision of Re. 5,87^000 has had to 
be made to meet the balance of the cost of the new steam cruiser for the S.'ind- 
hoads and of the stores required for it. 

“ Large allotments have been made for the oxten.sion ar.d im|)iovcment of 
Medical Institutions in Calcutta, to bring them up to date and make them more 
worthy of the Metropolis of India, vie., Rs. 2, ‘1.5, 000 for the now Surgical Rlock, 
Rs. 90,000 for the new 4th Block and Its. 24,000 for a Cholera Ward at the 
Medical College ; Rs. 97,000 for the double storied Ward, Campbell Hospital; 
and Its. 49,000 for the now Paying Patients’ Ward, Prcsiuoncy (Jcnoral 
Hospital. 

“ We have provided for liberal grants-in aid towards Local Drainage and 
Water-supply. The principal items under this head are an allotnnmt of 
118.1,00,000 for sanitary improvomont and pure wator-sui>pIy at Puri' a 
contribution of Rs. 77,000 towards the cost of the Monghyr Water- works 
scheme ; a contribution of Rs. 75,000 in aid of the scheme for water-supply 
at Caya; a grant of Rs. 50,000 to the Patna Munici|)ality towards the cost of 
mstulhng a thiid pumping station for flushing the drains; and a provision of 
Rs. 20,000, as a portion of the grant which Government expects to make 
towards the cerampore W’atcr-supply scshemc. 

T. 1 i untler Civil Works in charge of the 

lubbc Works Department, a considernlilo sum has boon allotto'l for the 
improvement of District Civil Courts and Munsifis. 

“ We have made incrcasod provision under Land Revenue, Exciw Regis- 
tration General Administration, Courts of Law, Police and MihIicuI for 
o/eSSImcntT^ re-organizing, us well ns improving the pay and prospects 


“ A provision of Rs. 90,000 has been made under ‘ Medical ’ for measures 
m connexion with Plague. Besides this, however, it will he observed that the 
Govcinment of India have just made a special large assignment of Rs. 4 50 000 
under the same head, for sanitary improvements with siK-ciul reference to ’ the 
prevention of plague. We have also provided, under this head, Rs. 30 OOtt 
for special measures recommended by the Drainage Committee in coiinoiion 
With the provoiition of fever. 


- It will also be noticed that a special assignment of Rs, 4,00,000 has been 
made by the Government of India, under I’olico, for additional reforms in 
accordunco with the recommendations of the Police Commission. Sums of two 
lakhs and one lakh-and a-quurtcr, respectively, have Ik-oii allotted for the 
PXc ° much-needed house accommodation for the Calcutta and Howrah 


“ It has Wn decided, with a view to giving the Members of this Council 
ample time to consider the details of the Financial Statement, that it will not 

«»‘’ap^e«and 1 hope that the 
Hon bio Members will extend to us the same courtesy that has been shown on 

previous occasions, and give notice within the next sii or seven days of aiv 
points which they propow to bring forward, that information may b«^ collectad 

where necessary, to enable us to reply.’’ ^ ooieciea. 
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FART I.— Gteneral Review* 

(1) ACCOUNTS FOB 1906-1907. 

In tlie revised CHtimate for 1906-1907, which was laid before the Council 
on the 2 ird March 1907, the receipts of the year were taken at Rs. 5, 03, ‘^7, 000, 
and the expenditure at Rs. 5,22,71,000. These anticipations have l^en borne 
out in a remarkable manner by the actual results. The accounts of the year 
whi(ih have now been closed show that, as compared with the estimates, the 
receipts were better by Rs. 20,000, and the charges were less by Rs. 36,000 
only. There was, however, an increase of Rs. 2,14,000 in the opening balance 
of the year, caused by the inclusion of the credit and debit balances of the 
District Post Funds and the Patwari Cess, on their abolition at the close of the 
year 1905 1906, so that the not result was an improvement of Rs. (2,14,000 + 
20,000 + 3G,0f)0 =) 2,70,000 in the closing balance, which amounted to 
Rs. 93,84,000, against Rs. 91,14,000 anticipated wdien the last Financial State- 
ment was presented. 

(2) UKVISKD ESTIMATE FOR ^^7-1908. 

2. The budget for 1907-1 90S, as passed by the Government of India, 
j)rovi(lod for receipts apgregatirjg Rs. 5,2 >,28,000 and an expenditure of 
Its. 5,36,80,000. The revised estimate now passed provides for a revenue of 
Rs. 5,21,40,000 and an cxj)enditure of Rs. 5,43,92,000. The net result is a 
deficit of Ps. 22,52,000, as against Rs. 16,58,000 anticipated last year. 

3. On the receipt side the revenue is expected to show an increase of 
Rh. 1,12,000 wfiieh is tlio net result of improvements under some heads and 
of doorcases under others. Improvements aggregiting Rs. 12,02,000 are 
ex])ected chiefly under the following heads Stamps (IPs. 2,25,000) under 
General Stamps; Excise (Rs, 1,00.000) owing to increase in duty on country 
liquors; Registratinn (Rs. 1,50,000) owing cliietly to a larger number of 
documents being r(‘gisterod in consequence of the high prices of food-grains; 
Su])erannuation fRs. 3,51,000) on account of the salo prococds of the invest- 
ments of the l\)lico Supcu’annuatioii Fund now abolished; Irrigation Major 
Works (Rs. 1,51,000) owing to the expansion of rabi irrigation ; Irrigation 
Minor Works in charge of the Public Works Dopartment (Rs, 1,19,000) 
cliicfly in navigation receipts of the Calcutta and Eastern Canals ; and Civil 
Works in charge of tiie Puidic Works Department (Rs. 85,000), chiefly under 
rent of buildings, &c. On the other hand, the decreases aggregate 
Rs. 10,90,000. Tiiey occurred piincipiilly under the following heads; — 
Land Revenue (Rs. 3,15,000) owing chiefly to suspensions and remissions 
of revenuo due to scarcity ; Adjustments between Imperial and Provincial 
(Rs. 1,01,000) as shown in Appendix A ; Jails (Rs. 71,000) due to smaller 
proceeds from Jail manufactures ; Ports and Pilotage (Rs. 90,000) ; Mis- 
cellaneous (Rs. 81,000), chiefly duo to the discontinuance of banking fees and 
fees for audit of accounts of Municipal and other Local Funds ; and Contribu- 
tions (Rs. 2,54,000). The decrease under the lowst head was duo partly to the 
stoppage of banking fees hitherto charged to District Funds, and partly to 
the fact that no advance was made for the Magrnhat Drainage sclieme in 
the preceding year, so that no refund was recoverable in tfie present year, as 
originally estimated. 

4. On the expenditure side, ihe revised estimate shows a net increase of 
Rs. 7,06,000, which is more than accounted for by the heavy charges incurred in 
the payment of grain compeiHatiou allowance to ofiicers on small pay and on 
account of the diet of prisoners in Jails and of the sick in hospitals owing to the 
high prices of food-grains. There are, however, other increases, viz,, under 
Stationery and Printing i^Rs. 2,00,000 ) owing to larger expenditure in the presses ; 
under Miscellaneous (Rs. 1,27,000) for special refunds due to the reduction in 
the rate of interest on the Howrah and Rajapur Drainage advances from 5 to 4 
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per cent,, with retrospective effect, under Act II of 1902, and to the actual 
maintenance clmrges of those works having proved mueh less than the amount 
estimated at the time of their capitalization; under Irrigation Major Works 
(Rs 2,45,000) for larger grants for maintenance and repairs to flood 
images; and under Civil Works by the Public Works Department (Rs. 1,04,000) 
for additional grants made for works urgently required. Against these 
iucraases there arc decreases of Rs, 5:^000 under Forests owing to smaller 
expenditure under Conservancy and Works; of Rs. 3,20,000 under Interest on 
Debt— Irrigation Major Works— due to the reduction of the rate of interest 
under tlie revised system of calculation and distribution of interest in roforonce 
to the average incidence of the cliargcs actually paid in each year ; of 
Rs. 3,93,000 under Civil Works in charge of Civil Oflicors on account of the 
appropriation of the reserve under this head to other heads and the failure 
to utilize certain specific grants for which schemes wore not snfliciontly matured 
to admit of expenditure; and of Rs. 1,40,000 under Contributions from 
Provincial to Local for transfer to other heads. 

5. The closing balance of the current year was estimated in March last 
at Rs. 74,50,000. "J'o this should bo added Rs. 2,70,000, the excess of the 
opening balance over tlie estimate, and Rs. 1,12,000, by which the receipts of 
the current year luive improved; while Rs. 7,00,000, being the increase of 
expenditure, must be deducted. Jn the revised estimate, therefore, the closing 
balance of the current year is Rs. (74,50,000 + 2,70,000 + 1,12,000— 
7,06,000 = ) 71,32,000. 

(8) nUDOKT ESTfMATli:, 1908.00. 

6. The opening balance for 190^ 01) corresponds with the closing balance 
of the current year, and is, theref ore, taken at Rs. 71,32,000. 

7. The estimate shows receipts aggregating Rs. 5,42,50,000, an expendi- 
ture of Rs. 5,49,98,000 and a closing balance of Rs. 03,90,000. 

8. The ordinary Provincial minimum closing balance is Rs. 20,00,000 
but in addition to that amount tlio Governnjent of Rcngal must keep the 
special grant for the iinprovomeiit of Calcutta untouclmd, so that under 
present eonditiori.s the minimum clo^^ing balance is 20 -f 50= 70 lakhs. A 
[provision of Ks. 1,50,000 has Ix'cii inadu under the liead P'amino Relief, and 
andcr the orders of the Government of India the prescribed balance may be 
reduced by tliat amount. Tlie closing Ijnlanco now estimated is therefore less 
:lian the minimum balance by Rs. 0,10,000 — l,50,000=Rs. 4,54,000. This 
lolicit is more tlian accounted tor by the provision for the payment of grain 
fonipeiisation allowance to onicf 3 rs on pay of Rs. 30 and less. I'lie total 
n'ovision on this account in the budget is about eight and-a-half lakhs. This 
illowanee was not taken into account in the standard of expenditure accepted 
for the purpose of the Financial Settlement made with this Province. 

9. 'idle budget estimate for next ) car, as passed by tln^ Government of 

India, provides for receijits aggregating Rs. 5,42,50,000, as stated above. This 
ncludes the following special a^signulent8 from Imjierial Revenues : 


For Polico roorganizaliou ... ... 12,0^1000 

On account of Maduripur Bhil route (luainteiianco) ... 50 000 

DitO) l(iipitiil) ),(;9'oo0 

In connection with the Famiuo Relief scheme ... ... 2 Oo'ooO 

For Technical education *• ... 35*000 

„ Kuropean and KniaBian fdunation ... 05*000 

„ Uni Musity and Collegiate t'duoiition ... ... 1 GO OOo 

„ Abolition of the Patwari cess in Hambalpur ... 20 000 

„ Continnoufi niaintvnaiice of record-of-riglits in Orissa ... 69*000 

„ Temporary occupation of 2, Bankshall Street by Commorco 

and Industry Uopartment ... ... ... 10 000 

„ Contribution from East ci u Bengal and Assam Government 

to the Bclgacbhia Vetcrimiry College ... 28.000 

„ Provineialijsation of llliaka Canal .. ,,, (){j0 

„ Net charges of Inland Labour Transport in Bengal pay. 
able Irom the Provincial lievenues of J’^asieru Bengal 
and AsMini ... ... 10 000 

„ Increased remuneration to the iSolieitor to Oovernmont 30 QQ() 

,, Stoppage of free supply of materials by the Central Press, ' 

Calcutta, to the Provincial Presses 2,000 
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Bs. 

„ Transfer of the control of Oovernment House and Hastings 
House Gardens to the Superintendent, Eoyal Bolauio 
Garden ... ... ^ ... 11,000 

„ Grant to the Bibliotheca Indica Fund of the Asiatic 

Society ... ... ... ... 3,00C 

„ Believing the Municsipalities of Police charges ,,, 21,000 

„ Sanitary improvements ... ... ... 4,o0,000 

20,ie,000 

Less contribution to Imperial for pensions of Calcutta Police 
o<»nstablo8 paid in tho United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh ... ... ... ... 21,000 

Reduction of interest on capital outlay on Irrigation Major 

Works ... ... ... ... 3,45,000 


Net additional grant 


3,66,000 


22,47,000 


10. The expenditure of the year is estimated at Rs. 6,40,98,000, 
exceeding the income by Rs. 7,42,000. 'Phis estimated excess of expenditure 
over income has had to bo mot at present by reduction of the balance, and is 
more than covered by (a) the grants on account of grain compensation 
allowance which arc (3stimated at 8l lakhs, and (i) the provision of Rs. 1,50,000 
for Famine Relief charges. The estimate also includes provision for special 
non-recurring charges, the more importantjof which are shown below : — 


I I, -^Statement of non recuvnug charges. 


Land Revenue— 

Snndarbans roelamation 

Initial outlay in keeping up reoords-of-rights, Orissa 
Grant for improvements in record-rooms 
Reproduction and correction of maps ... 

Registration — 

Purohaso of new furniture for Sub- Registrars’ 
Oflices ... ... ... 

Forests — 

Survey of Snndarbans forests 
Completion of steam-luunch Harrier for Sundar- 
baus forests 

General Administration — 

Pay and ebtablishmout of Controller of OflSce 
System 


Jails — 

Acquisition of land for the extension of jails 

Ports and Pilotage- 

Second cruiser for the Sandheads 

Purchase of marine stores for ditto 

Education — 

For iinprovoraents in the Presidency College 

Additional grants for furniture and apparatus for 
Government Colleges ... 

Additional grant for workshop equipment and 
eleotrioal apparatus for the laboratories of 
several deportments of the Civil Engineermg 
College 

Cost of proposed removal of the boys of the iMij>ore 
Reformatory School to Hoaaribagh 


Rs. 

Rg. 

50.000 
1,50,000 

20.000 
21,(»00 

2,41,000 

3,000 

3,000 

20,000 


U.OOO 

34,000* 

19,000 

19,001) 

10,000 

10,000 

6,47,000 

40,000 

5,87,000 

20,000 


16,000 


36,000 


5,000 



This reprtitntt tb« Protineisl iksr*, or hAlf tbo MtimAlcS outlaj. 


77,000 
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Scientifio and other Minor DopartmenU — 

Lump provision for fittings and furuiture of Agri- 
cultural College 
Turchaiie of cinchona bark 

Rebuilding the oflioe in tho Darjeeling Dotanic 
Garden ,«• 

Ad<l!tioDal Kftablishmcnt for the revision of the 
District Gaaetteers 


50.000 
50, (KK) 


Misocllnneous — 

P'ishtTies enquiry ... 

Civil works in charge of Civil Officers — 

For housing of oflioials at Burlwan 1,0(),(KIO 

Initial outlay for the division of Patna into two 
( ’ominiesionorships ... ... ... C4,o(M» 

Contribution to — 

Calcutta Alunicipality for removal of refuse plat- 
form ... ... ... ... 45.UOO 

Mnii^'liyr Muiiicij'ulity for water-supply ... 

llcrhnnipon' Municipality for drainage ... 

Puri Municipality tor sanitary ini]irovement and 

wator-sui>[>ly ... . ... poo/fOt) 

]*atna MniiKipality for a third puniping-btation 

for flushing drains ... . . 50,00(1 

Ivurscong Municipality lor wati r-sup])ly ... 

Calcutta ^luni<Mpfdity f.r n'aliguinent r>f diains 

111 tlic new PieHidcu(‘v Jail at Alipore ... l,2o,(Mt0 

Darjeeling Muiiiciiiality for saiiilary improve- 
ments ... ... ... 41/1110 

Gaya Munici])Blity for wafer-works ... 75,ofa) 

Seremporo Municipality for wattT-sup}»ly ... !,>0,0(,0 

Cempensatiou for deariieBs of j'l’ovisions 

Total, Civil Department 


l,10,0ou 

1/)0/)00 


7,do,0u‘0 

ViyiOO 
'■J7.7 0.0(1 


liiugation — 

Foi ch-arance of silt iii tlie Midm^jiorc Cnnol 
,, renewal of plant, Itehri WorKsh<»]),.. 

,, inifiing the Pattuniuiidi Canal Ihio l-bank 
] )liappa-lhinuingliattu Caind 
,, Madai'i]'Ur Phil ChaiiiK*! 

„ Government sliure of tlie cost ef t onHtnictioii <4 
a no'w bridge in place of tlie existing one ov( r 
the Circnlui’ Canal on th(' Darrackjan ICmd for 
the extension of tho Electrn Tramway ... 

Cnll Works in cliarge of tlie I^iblio Works De]tartment — 
I'nncii'al Works in progress — 


5(t,ooo 

‘<?5.oou 

L^nooo 

v\(»i4M»(> 

/•'lO.OtOi 


Surgical lUock, Medical College, Calcutta 

... 2,do,.VM. 

N»w Prosuloncy Jail, Alijaiie 

.. I,Jo/io;i 

I'urcliaso of Ross Distillery, Howrah 

... 1,2/00;; 

Agiicultural (’ollege, Sabaur 

... 1,00/ 0<; 

Dmi Mo-storied Ward, Campbell Ilcsfutal 

... '/ 7 /.MO 

Paying paticnt‘< Ward, General Hospital 

Jlqoo 1 

Civil Court Buildings, Darblianga 


I tonble-storied Judge’s Court, Arrah 

... 5o/l(e) 

Improvemonts in Sleojdng Ward, Midnapore Jaii 


Leadsmen’s Quarters, Kiddcrj>ore 

Deputy Commi^sioner’8 Court, Angul 

15, (too, 

25,000 

Treble Munsifi, Kushtia 

... d(( (*00 

Biibdivifiional Courts, Sassaram 

... -JO, oof) 

New Zilla School, Cnailmssa 

'i0,00o 

(’holera Ward, Medical College 

... 2 COoO 

New Hos[‘itul in Pnrnea Jail 

22.oo(> 

High Leved Tista Volley Road 

... 

Cuttaak-Sambalpui Road 





12,72. ICO 
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New Wotkfi — 

J’lirf lms<‘ of I)nfEV College for the Calcutta Police 
Subdi visional buildings, including Assistant Surgeon’s 
quarters, Dhanbaid 

Deputy ('ommissi oner’s residence, Sambalpur 

Civil Courts, Cuttack 

4tli Block, Medical College ... 

Patna College Scheme 
Kliulna Jail 


Bs. 

2.00,000 

40.000 

10.000 

25,000 

90.000 

40.000 
30,000 


Rg. 


4,35,000 


Total 


50,54,100 


11. The estimate also provides, besides the normal growth of expenditure 
du(^ to j)rogre8sive development of the administration, such as increase in 
salaries, superannuation charges, &e., for the following recurring outlay in 
addition to what was provided for in the current year’s estimate: — 


/ — 8talvnn‘}ii of iidihiioiial ret urrmfj i Jotrgt s. 

Land Pevenuo — Rs. 

M {linUuiaiicc of land records in Orissa ... 33,00l) 

EsIahliHhuients lor new subdivisions in Midnapur 

District and Chota Nagpui Division ... 5, (^00 

Registration — 

liKTcusc oi pay of (‘leik*- ... ... I0,e00 

P'or giving full eilVet to the reorgauizulion of the 

Dt'jmrtmcnt ... ... ,,, 30,(100 

O thee rents of Sub- Registrars ... 4 ,<mio 


General Ad min is1 ml ion — 

li crease in estab i^lnucnt for exten.siou of audit ol 

'rrust accounts ... 14,000 

Additional Assistant Secretary, Legislative Depart- 

liienl, and his eslabUshmeut ... ... 7,000 


Courts of Law— 

Ueorganizalion of the English Othce, Appollalo 
Side. High Court ... ... ,,, 

Ineri'asi' of roinmifration of Government Solicitor 
Inercasc' of rcmuncrctiou of Public I’roseoutor 
Additional Judge, Monghyr, and ostablisliment 
Cost of typing JSessions records for the use of 
Alugistrates and (iovernmeut pleaders 
Raising the scale of diet and tru veiling expenses of 
witnesses ... 


3.000 

30.000 

5.000 

10.000 

5,000 

5,000 


Polioe — 

Tj imp provision for rcform-s ... 

and Pilctage — 

EstaOlihhmeut and mess and victualling nllow’anoes 

l.^r the 2ud pilot stoamor ... ... 37,000 


Educatem — 

Audit of Accounts of European Schools 

Seo uid Inspooiress of Schools ... ,,, 

Additional Deputy Ius]>ootors 

Adihtional Assistant lnsjK*ctu‘s 

Additional Sub-luspcotors 

Additimial Assistant Sub-Inspectors ... 

EstaMishmont for Inspectors, etc. 

Travelling allowances of additional Officers, etc. ... 
Lump provisioii for streegthening the staff of Gov- 
ernment Colleges 

Additional Demonstrators, Physical and Chemical 
luhonitory, Civil Engineering College 
New School at Eat ay a ... 


7,000 

(),000 

25.000 

10.000 

61,000 

23.000 

12.000 

55,000 


25,000 

3.000 

4.000 


Rs. 

38.000 

44.000 

21.000 


70.000 
4,00,000 

37.000 


2,31,000 
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lis. 

Medioal— 

Lump provision fc-r an additional Peputr Sanitary 
CommissioLor and for n new animal Vaooiutitiou 


Lepot at Lanrhi ... ... ... ‘JLOOO 

E>tabli8htnent tor ^tronptlicning the Patna and tho 

Ciittark Alidionl Sobools . ... 5,0P0 

Lump proNisiun for Sanitary improroments ... 


Scientific and other Minor Departments — 

Keturring cost of exporimeiital farms ... ... 

Annual grunt fnr FraMuganj farm ... ... .'},nu(> 

Ditto Kalimp»>ng faim ... ... 

Maintenance of (iovennrent gardens in and near 

Calcutta and Sambalpiir ... ... do,(KU) 

Proviuriuh/’afion of Inland Labour Transport Fund 
liiiju'uvcniont ol Silk Industry ... ... 12.nou 


Rf. 


4,7(1,000 


1 ,(19.000 


ao 


Total lt,‘J(’s0(»0 


V2. The only chango of any importance, which Inis been inado in the 
classifu'ation of accounts, is the abolition, under the orders of tlie Juiperial 
(lovernment, of the adjusting head of Coutribiilions between Provincial and 
Local. Hitherto all grants to tlio District Boards and the District l^oad 
Lonunittoes have boon adjusted under Confributions : now those will bo shown 
uiider tlio various sdvice heads: thus grants for education will lie shown 
under Education, those for roads under Civil Works, &e. Tho details of 
tliese grants are shown below : — 

111 . 


Education — (net grants, t./ in addition to receipts from ferries, 
I'ounds, «!lc., wliieb were localized ou the introduoliou of 
the L' cal belf-Cjovernmeiit Act) ... ... 

Mi'dic'fd ... ... ... ... 

Laud lievenuG ... ,,, 

I’rovinciul llatts 

police ... ... ... 

Scienlific and other Minor Department! ... 

M if.ct'Uaiu'OUi ... ... ... 

Civil Works 


S.r.l.OdO 
J 1,000 
31,000 
1,000 
l,o0(» 
O.OuO 
17,0Oi» 
I2,7(;,ooo 


ToUl 


19,00,000 


13. Appendix C shows tlie transnetions of tho liistrict Boards and 
District Hoad C'oiiiniittees, tlie figurc.s in tlie colunin <il' eatimates represeiitinj; 
those passed hj tlio Comiuissioiiers of Divisions. 

FAET II.-~ Detailed remarks on the Budget for 1908-09. 

UccEH’TS. 

14. Lnnil Revenue, — The total collections under this head in JOOfbOT 
amounted to Ifs. 2,bb,04,<S71 ; and tho estimate for 1905-09, as passed by the 
Govcrniucm ot India, is Ks. 2,99,50,()00, against Ks. 2, 94, -lO, 000, tho revised 
estimate for 19(i7-08. The estimate includes Ks. 9,42,000 for recoveries 
of .survey and settlemciit charges, against Us. 8,00,000 provided in the revised 
estimates for 1907-08. 

15. Tho estimated Provincial share of Land Kevenue *8 arrived at as 
follows : — 

l(a. 

Gross Land Revenue ... ... ... 2,99,50,000 

Dtihict estimated collections from Government Estates 
(wholly Provincial) ... ... ... 93,70,000 

Jjtduct recoveries oif Survey and Settlement chorges 
(wholly Impeiial) ... ... ... ... 9,42,000 


43,12,000 


ToUl Deduction 


t s • 
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Net amount diviBiblo between Imperial and Provincial 
fundi 


Provincial share of above foiie-half) 

Add collectioiiB from Government Estates as above 


Total IVovincial 

Add adjustments as in Appendix A 

Total Provincial share 


Edtimate, 

Es. 

2,56,38,000 


1.28.19.000 
33, i 0,000 

1.01.89.000 
31,21,000 

1*93,10,000 


10. Stamps — The actual receipts in 1900-07 were Rs. 1,47,00,698, The 
nctuals ill the tirst eleven months of the current year, exclusive of those from 
unified 8tam])8 used as n^coipt stamps, show an increase of Rs. 9,14,000 over 
those in the corresponding period of last year. The share of these stamps 
creditable under this head is Rs. 4,70,000, and the total revised estimate for the 
current year has lK?en passed for Rs. 1,56,50,000. Allowing for a progressive 
increoHc of C lakhs, the estimate for 1908-09 has been placed at Rs. 1,G2,50,000. 
The Ib’ovincial sluire is one-half, and amounts to Rs. 78,25,000 in 1907-08, and 
Em. 81,25,000 in 1908-09. 

17. Excise , — 4 he revenue from Excise for 1907-08 was estimated at 
Rs. ! ,(>8,r0,00 '1' lie actuals of 190()-07 amounted to Rs. 1,60,81,092, wliile 
Ili(! fij^ures for tlie first ten months of 1907-08 show an increase of Rs. 8,99, 0()() 
over the aetuuls of the corresiionding period of the preceding year, d’lie 
revise I (estimate for flic current year has therefore been jiassed for 
Rs. 1,70,00,000 ; ami allowing for u progressive increase of 5 lakhs, tho 
estimate for next yiiar has hcen placed at Rs. 1,75,00,000. The .ITovincial 
share , one half; aimmnt.s to Rs. 85,00,000 and Rs. 87,50,000, respectively. 

18. PronneUiI Jlidcs. — d’lie actual collections of Public Works cess 
in 1900 07 amounted to Rs. 04,91,470, and the cstiniiito for tho current yeai 
was Rs. 05,75,000. Tho receipts in the first ten montiis of the current year, 
however, show an increase of Its. 81,000 over those of tho correspundim- 
period of last year, owing mostly to tlio collection of arrears due for tiio year 
1900-07, and the revised cstim.ate for 1907-08 has accordingly heeu placed 
nt Rs ;'>e,50,000. The estimate for next year is Rs. 30,15 000. Under 
■' (leiieral Rates for the management of private estates” tho estimate is 
Rs. l,57,0()(t against Rs. 1,50,000, tho revised estimate for 1907-08. 'Die 
increase is duo jiartly to the inclusion of certain new estates which have 
now come under inunaa:oment. 'I’lie total estimate for next year is therefore 
Rs. (36,15,000+1,57,000= ) 37,72,000, 

19. Asv'.>xed Ta.icx. — The budget estimate of receipts from Income-tax for 

1907-08 was Its. 50,80,090. Tho actual collections in tho first fen montlis of 
tho yoar amounted to Rs. 4v,8< ,000. lor tho remaining two months of the year 
the receipts have heon taken at Rs. 7,88,000, and tho revised estimate has been 
nlttccd at Rs. t/0,( 5,000. 1 he ostiinafe for next year allows for an increase of 

its. l,.50,(t()9, ami stands at Rs. 52,25,000. The’ Provincial share f one-half) 
amounts to Rs. 26,13,000. 

20. Forextu . — The total rooeipts under fliis head for 1908-09 are estimated 
at Rs. 12,20,000 against Rs. 11,80,000, the budget estimate for 1907-08, and 
Rs. 10,65,859, tho actuals of 1906 07. It is expected tliat theru will be an 
iiicro.ase in the sale of timber in Singhbhum and the Sundarbuns. The 
I’rovinciid share is one-half, and amounts to Rs. 6,10,000. 

21. — The budget estimate under this head for 1907-08 was 

Rs. 11,90,000. Tho collections during tlie first ten months of the current year 
show an incrca.se of Rs. 84,000 over those of the cmrrespomliiig period of the 
preceding year; and as the actuals of 1906-07 were Rs. 12,25,432, the revised 
estimate has boon placed at Rs. 13,40.000, while the estimate for 1908-09 has 
been passed for Rs. 14,20,000, after providing for a normal increase of 
Rs. 80,000 over the revised estimate for the current year. The increase in the 
current year is attributed to tho increased number of registrations on account of 
high prices of food-grains. The receipts of this Department are wholly 
ProvinciBl. ^ 
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22. Interetl.—Tht eatirunte of loans as passed by the GoTernmeni of 
India provides for a return of 11 a. 5,67,000, thu8 


Interest on advance* to cultiratorp 

„ on drainage and embaukiuent advances ... 

,, on loans to land-holders 

If »» to Municipalities ami District Boards, etc. 
Miscellaneous aecounts 

Total 


Ri. 

2.77.000 

35.000 

17.000 

1.89.000 

51.000 

5.07.000 


2d. Law and Justicr. — ^Court» of Lau \ — The actuals of last year amounted 
to Rfl. 0,73,507, and tho reviaod eKtimate for the current year *hae been taken 
at lis. ■), 89,000, with referouce to tlio aotuiilH of t'lo first tun months of the year. 
During the current year there lias boon a falling off under “ Genornl J 'eos, rinos 
and 1* orfeilures, but this is not oxp('C'ted to coiitinuo, and the rcceiijts for next 
year have been estimated at !{.'■. a,!i~,000. 

24. Tin) estimate under this head is Us. 12,.'.0,000 ogainsf 

Kh. p.8(),000, the revised c.stiinate for 1907-08, and Us. I2,07,b;‘>2, ihe actuals of 
1906-07. 

2.'). iW/ci.'.— Tlio estimate undtr tliis head amounts to Us, 1,40 000 
against Us. 1,49,000, the revi.'.od estimate for 1907-08, and Us 1 ,08 oW* ' the 
actuals of 1000-07. The reyi.sed estimate ineludes the sale-proceeds’ of Govern- 
iiii'nt proiimssorv notes held in deposit on aeeount of a building for the use of 
tlie feuperintendent of Police, Pliitpur. 

20. J‘nels and rUntnqe.—'VWm i.s a new head adopted to show scnaratolv 
thetran.saetum.s 111 the Civd Department connected witb the administration 
of ports, coast liglils and utlicr cognate matters, as distinguislied from those 
ol Urn Navy, which have hitlierio hoen grouped together in the tiublic accounts 
under Marine. 1 he iransaettons of the Navy alone which are under the 
admini.strative control of the Army ami Military Supply Departments will 
continue ro Do shown under “ Miiriiie.” The actual receipts in the Civil Denurt- 
nieiit under tins heel in 19(i0-07 aniounted to Us. lb, .89, 00, s, and tlie 
budget estimate fot 1907-08 was Us. 1 .-,.90,000. This has boon reduced to 
Us. l.j,0(),000 m the revised estimate, with loference to the actuals of the fir.t 
ten months of the curieiit year. 'Hie estimate for next year has been passed 
for Us. 10,00, OoO, as larger receipts aie expected in view of the steady increase 
of trade and from the sale-proceeds of two pilot vessels Mice and Fame which 
it IS intended to nell on the arrival of n second pilot steamer 

I* *^e‘n estimate under this lieatl is Us. •'■>,78,000 ugafnst 

Ilinfi'n? ’ 19»7-08, and Us. .'■,,90,3.04, the actuals of 

'ncrease is expected rom the sale-proceeds of manufactured 

nd unto 

1 . ‘I'i'* head is Us. 2, r, 4,000 against 

,n906 (? ’'ITe estm.ate for 1907-08, and Us. 2,48,8.'i,b, the actuals 

•ind lIospLls. mg patents in Lunatic Asylums 

Scientific and oth r Minor I rjfartmenia , — Tlio total n-ceints for IQflX nn 

1907-08, and Ks 2,«2,.]19 ,ho actuals of 1900-07. The budget includos largeJ 
provision for the sale of sulpliuti- of ,|uinine, larger receipts under Agricult^o 

’"rn AOA "f new experimental stations at .Sabaur and llankinore 

and Us. 10,000 on account ol Inland Labour 'rransiMirt, which was hitL-rtr, 
shown uiiUer “ Local,” but will bo provincialized from the 1st April 1908 

,0. hcceivh tn aid nf Bnperanmation.~TUa budget estimate for l‘908-09 

Ua " ',8 000 W 0^ 1900-07. 'I’lio revised estimate includes 

03,000, being the sale-proceeds of the inve.stment of the Calcutta Police 
Superannuation Fund now abolished, amuna roiice 

'I'u The actuals in 1906-07 aniounted to Us 6 50 180 

““‘hunting to Us. 5.85,000, has been reduced 
Rs. 5,04,000 in the revised estimate, owing to sroallor receipts from unclaimed 
deposits and to the abolition of banking fees and fees for audit of aJ^S of 
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Municipal and Excluded Local Funds with effect from the 1st April 1907. The 
•itimate for 1908-09 has been passed for Rs. 5, 40, 000, as larger deposits are 
expected to lapse to Govornmeiit in that year. 

32. Irrigation^ Major Works {Direct The estim'ite under this 

head amounts to Rs. 24,18,000 atj^ainst Rs. 23,50,000, the revised estimate for 
tlie curnuit year. The actuals of last year were Rs. 22,97,528. The increase 
during 1907-08 is due chiefly to a large demand for water from the Orissa 
(Canals in the past kharif season, to the expansion of rabi irrigation from the 
Bono Canals and to the realization of arrear demand for 1900-07 in the case of 
the Dhaka Canal. "J'he increase during 1908-09 is due principally to extension 
of rabi irrigation anticipated from the Bone Canals during 1907-08. 

33. Irrigation^ Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public Works 
Department, — ^The budget estimate for 1907-08 is Rs. 5,81,000 which has been 
raised to Rs. 7,00,000 in the revised estimate, chiefly owing to larger naviga- 
tion receipts from the Calcutta and Eastern Canals. The estimate for next 
year is Rs. 0,22 000. 

34. Civil Works in charge of the Puhlte Works Department, — The receipts 
for 1908-09 are estimated at Rs. 3.00,000 against Rs. 2,75,000 and Rs. 3,60,000 
being, respectively, the sanctioned and revised estimates for 1907-08. The 
revised estimate irududes larger receipts from rent of buildings and the Calcutta 
strand bank and maidan. 

EXPENDITURE. 

36. Refunds and Drawbacks, — The estimate for 1908-09 is Rs. L27,000, 
against Rs. 1,30,000 and Us. 1,44,000, the budget and revised estimates, res- 
pectively, for 1907-08. The estimate for 1908-09 is based generally on the 
average actuals of tlie last three years, excluding special payments. The 
increase in the revised estimate for 1907-08 is due to a special refund of 
advance foes for country spirit shops and to the adjustment of a write-back 
of Rs. 7,000 credited as Land .‘ievonuo in 1900-07 on account of Govern- 
ment land acquired for tlie Public Works D(q)artmont. 

36. Assignments and Compensations, estimate for 1908-09 is Rs. 70,000, 
against Rs- 62,000, llio sanctionod estimate for 1907-08 and Rs. 69,324, the 
actuals of 1906-07. 'Phe estimate is based on the actuals of the past three 
years. 

37. Land Revenue. --Tho total Provincial expenditure for next year is esti- 
mated at Rs. 37,85,000, against Rs, 37,75,000, the budget estimate for the 
current year, as shown below : — 

ActuBii Satimate. 



l»04-06. 

lSK)w.06 

1806.07. 

1007-08 

1908.0S 


Ea. 

B«. 

&a. 

Sa. 

Ea. 

(I) Ckirgti of Diitrici Ad> 


11,76,000 




miuuirttioB 

12.41, OUi 

14,80,000 

17.88.000 

18,67,000 

(1) CkargBa on aoroonl of 






Land EoTtnu* oolUc- 






tiont 

l.OUO 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,600 

(1) Managommt of OoTorn- 






KDOllt flUtfl 

4.07.000 

4,76,000 

4,48,000 

4.6t.r«o 

1,68,000 

(4) Survf j and SottUmeni ... 

1.41.000 

i.y^.ooo 

4,03,00^) 

2.71.000 

2,40,600 

(i) Land Eacorda and Agn- 






•ultara ... 

81.000 

83.000 

84,000 

1,36,000 

180,000 

Lump dodoatioB 

... 

... 

•• 


—72,000 

Total 

30.71,000 

12,18,000 

16.17, aJO 

17.74,000 

17,86,000 


The increase under (1) is due to provision having been made for a) the 
full sanctionod strength of Deputy Magistrates ; (^) an increase in the number 
of probationary Deputy Collectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors; (c) an increase 
under travelling allowances of officers ; ) provision for the payment of grain 

compensation allowances for the whole year; and (e) an increased grant 
for the management of private estates, owing to certain new estates having 
come under Government management. The increase under (5) is due to 
the reorganization of the office of the Director of Land Records and to the 
special provisions of Rs. 15,000 for the reproduction of maps (Balasore and 
Puri) and Rs. 33,000 for the maintenance of record-of-rights in Balasore. 
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The decrease under (3) is due to a smaller grant having been made for 
reclamation work in the Sandarbans. 

38. Stamps, — The estimate for 1008-09 is Rs. 4,83,000, against 
Rs, 4,41,000, the budget grant for 1007 08. The inerease is chiefly under 

Stamp paper supplied from Central Stores," the estimate under this head 
being Ks. 2,56,0u0, against Rs. 2,35,000, the budget estimate for 1907-08, 
and partly also under discount on sale of stamps. The provincial share 
(one-naif) is Rs. 2,41,000. 

39. Excise, — The total exf)endituro for 1908-09 is estimated at 

Rs. 8,00,000, against Rs. 7,70,000, the budget grant for 1907-08. The inerease 
is duo to the provision for (a) grain compensation allowance for tlie whole year ; 
(i) rent of a new ganja gola at Kinderdine’s Lane; (c) giving partial 

effect to tlie proposed reorganization of the department, and (f/) two 

additional Deputy Inspectors at the Presidency. The Pri»vincittl share (one- 
half) is Rs. 4,00 000. 

40. Provincial /ia/es.--The estimate for 1008-09 is l\s. 52.000, against 
Rs. 62,000, the revised estimate for 1907-Ov^, and Rs. 55,784, the actuals of 
1906-07. The decrease in the cHtimate is under Valuation and Revaluation 
charges, and is in accordance with actual requirements. The details are shown 
in Appendix R. 

41. Assessed Taxes, — The estimnte for 1908*09 is Rs. 1,57,000, against 
Rs. 1,52,000, the budget grant for 1907*08, and Rs. 1,50,230, the aclunls of 
1906-07. Tlio increase is ino.st larg( ly due to the provision ina(h' for grain 
oomponsation allowaince. The Provincial share (one-half) is Rs. 79,0il0. 

42. Forests. — '13ie total cxf)enditurc* for 1908*09 is estiiuntod at 

Rs. 6,20,000, against Ps. 7,30,000, tlie budget estimate for 1907-08. The 
decrease is chiefly due to smaller })roviHinn for survey of tla^ Sundnrbani 
Reserved Forests and for continued reduction in departmental works in timber 
and other produce removed from fon^sts by Government agency. ^I'ho 
Provincial share (one-half) is Rs. 3,10,000. 

43 Peqistraiion . — 'riio estimate for 1908-09 is Rs, 7,70,000, against 

Ri. 7,00,000, the budget grant for 1907-08 as show'ij below: — 




Actimii 


BuilfiPl 

Buperintendanoe 
Dirttnot ( hargea 
Lump doduclion 

4*0,0. 

Rb. 

55,000 
... 5,3d, 000 

1005-00. 

Ub 

51,000 

5, 57, Quo 

190(;.07. 

Rb. 

4^^000 

5,01,000 

T 007 .O 8 I't0h.(^. 

Ks. Us. 

47,000 47,000 

c, 6a, 000 7 , 6 a, ooo 

(— )ao,oo() 

Total 

.. 6,88,000 

6,08,000 

0,43,000 

7,00,000 7,70,000 


The increase under this head is due to the reorganization of tlie depart 
ment, which has been gradually given effect to. The budget for P9)/s.09 
includes larger grants for (a) grain compensation allowance, (M buiifiorary 
establishment and (c) rent of offices and j>urchase of furniture, and [d) a lump 
provision of Rs. 20,000 for increase of pay of establishment. 

44. General Administration , — '^J'he total expenditure for the current year 
was originally estimated at Rs. 18,39,000, but in the revised ostimato the 
figure has been raised to Rs. 18,96,000. The estimate for 1908-09 has been 
Mssed for Rs. 18,76,000. The budget includes provision for (a) renewal of 
furniture at the Lieutenant-Governor’s residences on account of change of 
incumbent; {h) pay of an Assistant Secretary and larger estahliMhment in the 
Legislative Department ; {c) establishment for the extension of the Port Trust 
Audit ; and {d) charges for the payment of grain compensation allowance for 
the whole year. 

45. Law and Justice — Courts of Law , — The budget estimate under this 
head for 1907 08 was Rs. 74,19,000, but in the revised estimate this has 
been raised to Rs. 76,10,000, with reference to the actuals of the first ten months 
of the year. The estimate for 1908-09 has f>een [>a88ed for Rs. 76,75,000, which 
includes provision for (a) the re-organization of the English office of the 
Appellate Side of the High Court ; (4) increase in the rate of contract allowance 
of the Government Solicitor pn account of the special Solicitor to be stationed 
at Simla; (c) a Public Prosecutor and bis establishment; {d) a larger grant 



44 


The Bengal Financial Statement for 1908-09- [21st Mabch, 

for fees to Pleaders ; (c) cost of typing Session Records required by Magistrates 
and Pul)lic iV^socutors ; and (f) payment of grain compensation allowance 
t\)r the wliolc year. 

4(\. The estimate for 190/'-08 was Rs. 24,09,000 against 

]^s. 2C,G3,4.‘ld the actuals of PJ0G*07. The actuals of the first ten months of 
the current year show an increase of Rs. 21,000 as compared with the 
iigures of last year, «ind the revised estimate for tlie year has accordingly been 
jaised to K's. 27,2o,000. The increase is chiefly under Dietary charges on 
account of tlie unusually high jmccs of food-grains, and also, to a smaller extent, 
und(?r allowances for the payment of grain compensation, and under Jail 
Manufactures owing to the higlier prices paid for raw materials. The estimate 
foi 1908 09 is Rs. 20,90,000, and includes the pay of a Forms and Jail Press 
Manager, and larger grants for Dietary charges, Miscellaneous Services and 
Supplies, owing to local requirements, and for the payment of grain 
allowances. It also contains a lump provision of Rs. 32,000 for the improve- 
mei]t of the warder service. 

47. Police , — The following table compares the figures under this 
bead : — 


JIeam. 


AcrUALs. 


1 1907-08. 

1908-09. 

. 1904-05. 

1905-06. 

1906-07. 

Budget 

Eeristfd. 

tiudgot. 

1 

1 

j ^ 

8 

1 

1 

6 

6 

7 


E«. 

I Us 

Us. 

lis. 

lU 

Ka. 

rro.sidoucj IVlicu 

8,62,000 

9.67,000 

11,34,000 

11,I1,0(,0 

11,20,000 

12,19,000 

(2) Muuicii)al ,, 

43.000 

1 

! 4P.0i)0 

64.fX.)f) 

60.000 

64,000 

90,000 

(3) fciii))ornifeJi(I(‘urc 

• 1.86,(XKt 

1 1,98,000 

2,29,000 

2, <8,000 

2,40,000 

2.12,000 

1 1) J)intri('t Kxceutivo Foroo 

87,47,000 

43,66.000 

60,97.000 

62,26,000 

66,37,000 

67.22,C00 

(H) Villiifje Police 

63.0(JO 

' 48,000 

41.000 

60,000 

41,(00 

43,000 

((J) >}ieciul ,, ... ,,, 

96,000 

j 91.000 

62,000 

63,0t)0 

7S0O> 1 

68,(K)0 

(7) JUilwny 

1,63,' »a 

1 1,78,000 

2,12,000 

2.4C.60U 

2,46,000 j 

2,66,(X)0 

(*') Oattle-jioundu 

2.00.) 1 

1 1,000 

1,(X)0 

6ii0 j 

... 1 

1,000 

(W; Jtofuiid« 

! ILOOO 

6.000 

1,000 

1 

4.900 

1,000 1 

i,(m 

(10) C(jiitril>uti('n to Local Funds ... 





.. 

1,000 

<11) Ci'iciianl IiiTesti^'ation Dcjnrl- 
mcul. 

1 


1 74.000 

1.31.000 1 

1.16,000 j 

1 

],40,(X)0 

Total 

, 61,67.000 1 

68,93.000 j 

60,06,000 

71.00,000 

74.87, 0(X) ' 

77.63, (KX) 


4 he actuals of the first ten months of the current year indicate that 
tlirjc will l)e a considerable excess under this bead, and the revised estimate 
has Ikou raised to lis. 74,37,000. The estimate for next year has been 
placed at lis. 77,03,000^ which includes a lump provision of 4 lakhs for further 
n oiganizatioii of the Police Department, of which Rs, 40,000 has been prori- 
monallv allotted for Pre.sidency Police and the balance Rs. 3,60,000 for 
L’istrict Police. Further details are shown in Appendix B. 

48. Port^ nml Piloiage , — TJio budget provides for a total expenditure 
ol Rs. 17,773i00, against KvS. 19,71,000, the sanctioned estimate for 1907-08. 
riic budget foi' the current year includes Rs. 4,00,000 to meet part of the cost 
ot a second steam cruiser for the Sandheads, while the estimate for next 
year includes Ks. 9,47,000, being the balance of the cost of the vessel, and 
liS. 4O,C»00 fertile purchase of maidne stores, etc., for the same. A provision 
of Rs. 37,000 has also been made for establishment, mess and victualling allow- 
ances us the vessel is expected to arrive in the port of Calcutta in May next. 

49 Education , — In order to give a correct idea of the growth of 

e.xpeaditure under Education it is necessary to show the disbursements both in 
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ibn Proyinoial and District Fund Aocounti, ainca moat of the expenditure 
iinder the latter is met from grants from the Provincial Revenues. The 
following table showa the charges since the year 1902-03 


(Th# fliturM kT* In IhotiMtudi.) 


■ 


.^CCOl'KTJI. 



1907-06. 

Bodffol, 




liKH-OS. 

1905-06. 

1906-07. 

BucUrot. 1 


190649. 

Prorincial, 

Rfl. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

R«. 

Rs. 

Bb. 

Direction 

68 

90 

00 

98 

1,21 

1,00 

1,40 

1,00 

University 

... 

... 

2,00 

87 

81 

80 

93 

80 

Inspection 

2,60 

2,S7 

2,49 

2,91 

4,65 

4,03 

5,70 

6,50 

Government Collogos, 
Goueral . . 

4.ft2 j 

4,75 

5,32 

5,27 

6,«9 

5,97 1 

6,75 

6,17 

Government Collegoe, 
rrofossional 

2,23 

2,67 

2,02 

2,30 

2,78 

2,76 j 

3,23 

3,70 

Govemiuoiit Sohools, 
General 

4,7!) 

6,32 

4.80 

5,07 

5,93 

6,51 

6,29 

6,91 

Govemmont Schools, 
Special 

2.17 

2,72 

3,11 

3,45 

8,97 

1 

6,96 1 

3,86 

7,16 

Grant s-in- aid 

6,42 

7,16 

7,62 

8,18 

10,61 

8,56 1 

12,00 

16,61 

Scliolar&liips 

1,66 

1,05 

1,50 

1,49 

1,55 

1,60 ! 

1,04 

1,70 

Miscellauoous 

66 

1,09 

75 

95 

1,07 

1,09 

78 

75 

Refunds 

6 

7 

2 

22 

4 

6 

4 

3 

Tochnicol Education 

... 



... 

... 

36 

« * » 

36 

Lump provision for 

1 ’n nmry Education 
and other edut^alional 
Bcliomofl 


• • * 

• 



4,54 

* •« 


Reorganisation of sala- 
ries 

... 

1 

1 

••• 

t 

... 

1.41 

1 

**• 

Total 

... 


... 

I 

••• 

43,62 


50,67 

Probable sav- 
ings ... 

..« 



1 

1 

CC 

1 

1 

66 

Total Provincial . , . 

20,09 

1 28,90 

! 3(»,68 

81,69 

38,51 

42,96 

42,62 

60,01 

Local, 

Inspection 

2,01 

2,31 

' 2,40 

2,13 

1 

86 

1,00 

1 

i 

1 

1 87 


Schools ... 

71 

73 

76 

95 

1 1,16 

1,14 

1,21 

ate 

Grants- in-aid 

7,82 

1 7,70 

1 

8,09 

1 8,17 

8,73 

8,47 

8,87 

• •• 

Soholarahipt ... 

20 

21 

26 

i 35 

! 38 

37 

37 


Misctdlaneooa 

36 

42 

29 

! 82 

31 

34 

40 


Refunds ... 

... 

I 

2 

1 

! 

t# • 

! 

*« f 

• •• 

... 


Total Local 

11,10 

1 H,37 

11,82 

'i 11,92 

11,44 

11,82 

11,72 

] 11^69 

Gramd Total 

37,19 

I 4^ 

42, 5U 

' j 43,01 

49,95 

64,28 

64,34 

61,60 
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The above table shows how rapidly the expenditure under this head has 
been incroasins; from year to year. I’he l^rovincial budget for 1905-09 
includes the following items of expenditure : — 

Auditor of Accounts of Europeain Schools 
Second Inspectress of Schools 
Additional Deputy Inspectors 
Additional Assistant Inspectors 
Additional Bnl)-lnsi)i ctors ... ... 

Assistant Sul) I nspeetors ... 

Establishment for Inspectors, etc. 

Lumj) provision lor strengthening the staff of Government 
Colleges ... ••• 

Additional Dcraonstraiors for the Physical and Chemical 
Laboratory, Civil Engineering College 
New School at Karaya 

For inijirovemouts in tlie Presidency College ... 

Additional grants for lurnituro and ajiiiaratua in Government 
Colleges 

Additional grants for workshop, equipment and electrical appa- 
ratus for the laboratories of several deiiartmonts of the Civil 
Engineer in g College 

Cost of pro])OH<‘d removal of the boys of Ali]>orc Peformatory 
School to ILazaribagb ... 

50. —The l)U(lgot grant ‘for next year is Ra. 27,80,000, against 
Rs. 22,64,000, tlio n^vised estimate, for 1007-0S mid Rs. 21,90,758, the actuals 
of 1900^07. The estimate inclndevS a lump provision of Rs. 4,50.000 allotted 
by the Governinont of India for sanitary improveinoiits with siiocial reference 
to the prevention of plague, Rs. 21,000 for an additional Deputy Sanitary 
Coinmissionor and a now vaccine depot at Jianofii, and Rs. 30,000 for a 
special Engineering Division and additional Medical (Jffieers for making 
fuiquiries of a syptematic and organiz^ character as recommended by the 
Drainage (Committee. It also inedud^ a provision of Rs. 10,000 for the 
improvement of the pay and ])OHiti(>n of Civil Hospital Assistants, larger grants 
for diet of patients in hos})itals, for the a]>pointmont of a whole- time Professor 
of Biology, and for a probationary Ciiemical Examiner and an Assistant 
Dhomieal Examiner, 

51. Political. — The estimate for 1908-09 is Rs. 50,000, against Rs. 48,0t)0, 
the revised estimate for 1907-08 and Rs. 41,248, the actuals of 1906-07. 

52. Scieulific and other Minor DepartmcuU. — ddie expenditure under this 
hood is estimated at Rs. 12,78,000, against Ks. 10,50,000, the budget estimate 
for 1907-08 and Rs. 9,73,964, the actuals of 1906-07. Provision has been made 


ill the budget for the following charges : — 

Rs. 

Roourring cost of experimental farmi ... ... 26,000 

Annual grant for FraBorganj form ... ... 3,000 

Ditto Kaliinpoug farm ... ... 5,000 

Mointononoo of Government gardens in and near Calcutta ... 48,000 

ProvinoialiiatioQ of Inland Ijobour Transport Fund ... 19,000 

Lum]> provision for fittings and furniture of Agricultural College 50,000 
Improvemont of Silk industry ... ... 22,000 

Purcliasc of cinchona bark ... ... ... 50,000 

Rebuilding the office in the Darjeeling Botanic Garden ... 5,000 

Additional Establishment for the revieiou of the District 

Gazetteers ... ... ... ... 14,000 


53. SuperannuaMn . — The charges uuder this head rise year after year, 
owing to the incroavse in the number ot claims to pension. The estimate for 
1908-09 is l\s. 26,81,000, against Rs, 25,97,000, the revised e.stimate for 1907-08 
andRs. 24,86,467, the actuals of 190J-07. 


Rs. 

7.000 

6.000 

25.000 

10.000 
61,000 

23.000 

12.000 

25.000 

3.000 

4.000 

20.000 

16,000 

36,000 

6.000 
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54. Stationery and Printing,— T\\o estimato for 1008-09 is Rs. 12,92, 0(K), 
against Rs. 13,66,000, tlio Mjviscd estimate for 1907-08 aivl Rs. 12, So, 202, the 
oCtuals of 1906-07. The fullowiirjj table cninpares the fif^uros: — 


1 

Actuals. 

Itovist'd 

Estiiuatc. 

Budget 

Estiiuato. 

ELbads. 






191)0-07, 

19)>7-0{<. 

1908-0941 

■ ' '1 
1 

j 

Rs. 

ID. 

Rs. 

Station orv at llio Presiilonry ... i 


6 .,000 

09,000 

Stationery jnirt'liQstxl in tbo o<.)untry 

' 88,8S4 

81,000 ! 

97,000 

Goveriimoiii l^r«wos 

' 4.8a, .48;j 

6,78,000 1 

f<,i4,:;oo 

PriutinfT at Privato Proesos 

2.718 

2.000 1 

;i,ooo 

Stationery BUj)plicxl from Central Stores 

7,01,191 

6,80,000 i 

0,08,000 

Refunds ... 

696 

I.OCO 

800 

Total 

12,86,202 

18,66.000 

12.!>2,000 


.^)r). Miscellaneous, — The budget estimate under this lu^nd for ]fi07-08 
was Us. 8,70,000, but in the revised estinnito this lias b(3en raistnl to lvs.4,97,000. 
I'lie iiicroaso is due to tlie purchase of a trawliu* in I'liif^land in (‘oimoelioji 
with the Fisheries en((uiry, and to sj)ceial refunds owin^’ to the reduetior. 
in the rate of interest on the llowrali and Rajapur Draina^^o advain es fuan 
5 to 1 per cent., w’ith retroapociivo etloct, under Act 11 of 1002, and b> the neOml 
inaintenanco eharj^es being found much h ss lliau tlie amount ('stijna1(‘d at tin* 
time of their capitalization. The osli!nat(‘ for 1008-()0 is K’s. 8,0;), OOt), aiid 
includes Rs. 1,00,000 for the Fisheries enquiry and Rs, 17,0(K) f(>r grants te 
District Hoards for general [)nrpofleH. 

86. Irriijalinn — Major ( World^'g />87^^'a.v.f).-’Tli(? actiml exponditiire 

during: 1000-07 was Rs, ll,ss,007 and ID. 11.0-1 008 was p.isMMi as tiu' hiid^on 
grant toi’ 1007-08. Dining the ^a iir there wi're tloods vvhieh nec<'ssitali d lai^m 
expenditure on repairs. The mainUnance charges weie also and tlie 

revised (sriinat<‘ has now been j/laeisl at bs. i;t,49,t)00. 'riie grant for lt)08-tt8 
liu.s be( n passed for Ks. 12,78,000, whiidi inelndes ID f00,0t)0 foi' eh'uraneo of 
sdt in the Midnapore Daiial and Us. 28,000 for the renew'al of plant in tlit* 
Dehri workshop, 8one Canals. 

87. Jrrifaiion — Major }lor/rs — Intn'csl on dch(, — Tlio bud^'ct cHtinin to for 
1907-08 was Ks. 21,82,000, but owing to the redin-tion in tlio rat(‘ of inton^st 
on the productive [ifirtiori ( f the di'bt in refeimico to the averac’e ineideiico 
of interest actually paid in each year, the revised estimate for 1!>07 OS ha^i Ix'ee 
reduced to Rs. 21,28,000, and the budget estimate for 1908-09 hah been plae^ d 
at Ks. 21,24,000. 

58. Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in cliorqc of the Piddir Works 
Department , — Tlie actual chaiges in 19()6-07 wutc' R«, 19,00,781, wloh' tin? bude-ft 
grant for 1007-08 was Rs. 19,00,000. 'Jdiis included iis. 27,000 ('u ae(‘ount or 
the balance of the cost of the suction dredger brought out fnan ihi^land, 
K§. 3,00,000 for a canal to connect the Hhangore Canal with the < alcntta (8inai 
and Ra. 1,28,000 as a reserve for urifor^^eeii r(‘qnircments. d’lio revised estimate 
for 1907-08 has been passed for Rs. 18,88,000, while the ostiiiiat(j for 1908-00 
lias been placed at Rs. 20,26,000. The budget includes ID. 28,(M)0 for raising 
the Tattamundi Canal flood bank, Rs 2,01,000 for th(‘ Dhnppa-Baman^jliuUu 
Canal, Rs. 2,80,000 for the Madarijiur Hhil project, ID. 48,000 for a new bii(Jg(^ 
in piece of the existing one over tlje (.'ircular Canal on tho Jlarrackpoie Road, 
and Ks. 1,60,000 for repairs to the breaches caused by floods in the embank- 
ments in the Midnapore district. 

89. Civil Worhsin charge of the Civil Departmert. — Thcestimato for 1908-09 
it Rs. 21,88,000, This includes proviii m for grants to Excluded J.ocal 
Funds and Municipalities (Ks. 7,49, tlOO), and to District I 'undiand Disliict 
Eoad Funds fils. 12,76,000), which were hitherto adjusted under Contributions 
from IVovincial to LoceL 
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60. Civil Works . — The estimate of expenditure in charge of the Public 
Works Department for 1908-09 has been placed at Rf. 55,71,000, whicii is 
distributed tlius : — 

Bs. 

Original Works ... ... ... ... 29,37400 

Eepairs ... ... ... ... 15,58,600 

EfltaUiHliment ... ... ... ... 10,00,829 

Tools and Plant ... ... ... ... 74,171 

Total ... 65,71,000 


The allotment for Original Works includes the following grants : — 

Bs. 


Rurgical Blook, Medical College, Calcutta 
New Presidency Jail, Alipore 
Purchase of Boss Distillery, llowrah 
Agricultural College, Rabour 
Double-storied Ward, Campbell Hospital 
Paying Pati^^nts’ Ward, General Hospital 
Civil Court PuildingB, Darbbanga ... 
Doulde-fitoried Judge’s Court, Arrab 
ImpruvcTnonts in Sioeping Ward, Midnaporo Jai 
Ijoadsmeii’s (Quarters, Kiddorporo 
Deputy Commiy8if)Der’« Court, Angul 
Trcdde Munsifl, Kusbtia 
Kubdivisional Courts, Hassaram ... 

New Zilla School, Obaibaesa 
Cholera AVard, Medical (/ollege 
New Hospital in Ibirnoa Jail 
Higli Level Tista Valley Uoad 
Cuttaek-Sanilialpur lioad 
Purclmae ol 1 JuIT’b College for Calcutta Police 
8ubdivisional buildings, including Assistan 
cpiarters, Dbaiibaid 
Civil Com Is, Cuttack ... 

4tb Block, Medical College %i 

Patr a College Scheme ... 

Khulna Jail 

JouBore Civil Courts ... 


Surgeon’s 


2,30,500 

1,60,000 

1,25,000 

1 , 00,000 

97,600 

49.000 
00,000 

60.000 
60,000 

99.000 

20.000 
30,000 
30,000 

30.000 

24.000 

22.000 
61,000 

35.000 
2 , 00,000 

40.000 

25.000 

90.000 

40.000 
80,000 
20,000 


Total 


. 17,18,101) 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL REVENUE. 

(The fibres are in thouaanda of rupees, except for Aotuxls.) 


Hbxx»i. 



1WC.1W)7. 

j 1W7.11WI. 


Sanctioned 

t«tiu.aiv. 

1 1 

1 

Uevl.ed Pud|r*t 

••timate. e#l;iu«le. 

' ‘ 1 

s 1 

* s 


Of)eniog bslance 

lU. 

j l.U’.tU.SOS 

1 

Ks. 

' 91,14 

J 

1 

lU. 

93,8 

Ki. 

' 7i,;t2 

Principal Heads of Revenue— 

1 

1 


1 

1 


i 

I.— Land Revenue J 

( Adjustments ... 

IV. — Stamps ... 

V. — Excise 

VI.— Provincial Kates 

VIII. — AssesHcd Taxes 

IX.— Forests ... 

X. — ItcgistratioQ ... 

i.6d.()o,r)ir> 

' -1- ii-M I.:* Ls 

12,2:».W2 

i 

' 1,02.20 

I 4-21,99 

70.00 

84.00 
37.25 
25.40 

I r..tK) 

1 11,90 

1 

1 

;■ 58.7 

-f20,t> 

, 78,2 

! 85, tX 

3 # jO 
25.3 

1 5,7. 

13, 4< 

1 

i 1,01,89 

: -r8l,21 

j 81,25 

1 87,50 

[ :i7,7a 

’ 20,13 

^ , 0,10 

‘ j 14,20 

Toul 


4,2 1,01 

4,24,5 


XIL — Interest ... 

2,G2,oa« 

4, HO 

1»07 

5,07 

Receipts bj Civil Department- 






X VIA.— Courts of Law 

XVIll.--, Jails 

XVII.-l’ohce ... 

XVIII.— portn and Pllotujje 

XIX. — K(lu('ation 

XX.— Medical ... ... ‘'.'j 

XXJ.— ScuMitdic and otber Minor Depart* ' 

r., 73, 507 
12,07,5 o 2 
i.3s,imr> 1 

5,(5<>,3o 4 
243,355 j 

5,80 
12,51 I 
141 ' 
15,90 j 
5,93 ' 
2,38 ; 

5,80 

11.80 

1.49 
15,00 

5,00 

2.50 

5,97 

1 12,50 

1 1,40 

i 10,00 

i ^>,78 

1 2,54 

me nil ... 

^ 2,82,3111 1 

3,00 j 

2d;i 

S,I2 

Total 

45,45, ;JG0 

40,93 ! 

1 ' 

1 1,8.{ 

1— 

47,20 

MiscclUneoui— I 


j 



j — — 

XXII. — Receipts in aid of Superannuation i 
XXI Jl.— Stalionerv and Printinj' ... | 

XXV, — Miscellaneous 

G2,720 

1,3I,1>2() 

G,504K0 

1 

i 

50 1 
1,30 : 
5,s5 } 

4.07 

1,27 

5,04 

1 54 

i 1.37 

' 5,40 

Total 

Irrigation— 

S, 47, 829 

i 

( 

7.71 j 

10,38 

7.81 


1 

1 


• • 

XXIX. — Major Works (direct receipts) 

22,07,528 

1 

21 .<19 ^ 

23,50 

I 24,18 

XXX.— Minor Works and Navigation— 

By Civil Department 
,, Public Works Department... j 

1,18,088 

0,00,499 

1 

( 

j 

i 

I 

1 

140 ' 

5,81 

III 

7,(K) 

- 1 

1.07 

0,22 

Total ... ’ 

00,70.716 

1 

28.tK) 

51, 111 

81,47 

Buildings and Hoads— I 

I^XXH.— Civil Works— | 



i 

f 



Bj (’ivil Department ... ' 

n Public Works Department.,, i 

1,81.2.34 

5,10,025 


1,98 

2,75 

1,77 

3,00 1 

1 

1,85 

3,00 

Total ... i 

5,00,859 j 


4,73 

j 

5,37 j 

4,85 

Contnbttiioni j 

4,»8,‘t;)7 


2,57 1 

3 


Total Revenu# ... j ';,0a.r>7,U82 


5.20,28 ! 

5,21,40 

0,42,58 

OUJID Totai ... j j 


6,TM2’j~ 

1 

0,16,24 

6,13.88 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL EXPENDITURE. 


(The figures are in thousands of rupees, except for Actuals.) 



l»(i6.]907. 

1 1907.1W8. 

iMS-IirSS. 

Hiads. 

▲ctUAlf. 

fillK'tlOIlAd 

usiim&te. 

Revised 

oitimile. 

Bndfrt 

estiiUMfee. 

1 

S 

t 

S 

s 

Direct demand on tlie revenues — 

1. Refunds and Drawbacks 

3. AsBigiimenlB and Compensations 

3. Land Revenue 

6. ytamps 

7. Excise 

8. Provincial Ratos 

10. AsBCKAcd Taxes 

11. Forests 

12. Registration 

Us. 

1,10,578 
69,321 
85,26,901 
2,01,010 
8,71 ,500 
55,784 
75,115 
8,10,244 
0,12,GS7 

Rs. 

1,30 

62 

87,75 

2,20 

3,85 

27 

76 

8,65 

7,00 

Rb. 

1,44 

02 

87,02 

2,82 

8,89 

62 

76 

8.12 

7,30 

Rs. 

1.37 

70 

87,86 

2.41 

4,00 

52 

79 

3.10 

7,70 

Total 

53, 7s, 20:1 

07,40 

57,69 

58,34 

18. Interest on ordinary debt 

2,80,220 

3,10 

8, JO 

3,90 

Salaries and expenses of the Civil Department— 
18. Uoueral Adiniuiatration ... 

10 A. Courts of Law 
lOB. Jails 

20. Police 

21. Ports and Pilotago 

2d. Education ... ... •• 

21. Medical 

25. Political 

2(). Scientific and other Minor Depart* 
meiits 

Is, 11,137 
74,09,950 
20,08,180 
09,05,142 
11,74,058 
88,50,750 
21,90,758 
41,218 

0,73,901 

18,39 
74,19 
21,00 
71,00 
15,71 
42, 9() 
22,08 
45 

10,50 

18,90 
70,10 
27,35 
74,87 
15, .58 
42,02 
22,64 
48 

11,00 

18.76 

70.76 
20,50 
77,03 

17.77 
(aioU.Ol 

27,80 

60 

12,7H 

Total 

Miicollaneous— 

2i). Superannuation, Ac. 
aO. Stall mcry and Printing 

82. Mihccilaueous 

2,1^,50,781) 

2,79,02 

2,ss,9r> 

3,08,50 

2t,HC,l(!7 

12,85,20:; 

1 y, 1(1,020 

25,71 

11,00 

8,70 

25,97 

18,00 

4,97 

j 26,81 

f 12,92 

8‘98 

Total 

1 41, IS, 289 

41,07 

44,00 

1 43,CC 

Famine Relief and Iin^urance— 

3 : 1 . Famine Relief 

3U. Rtxluctiou or avoidance of Debt 

7,11, 13S 

1 2 , GO 

2,60 

1,66 

2,60 

Total ... i 

Railway Revenue Account— 

40- Subsidised Company’s land, Ac. 

7,11, 18S 

2,00 

2,00 

4,16 


1 

1 


lingation — 

42. Major Works — 

Working Expenses ... 

Interest on Debt ... 

48. Minor Works and Navigation— 

By Civil Department 
,, Public Works Department ... 

11,88,907 

21,21,yiO 

10.211 

19,00,701 

11,04 

21,02 

10 

19,00 

13,49 

21,28 

n 

18,83 

12,76 

21,24 

11 

20,26 

ToUl 

Huildingi and Roads — 

45. Civil Works— 

By Civil Department 
„ Public Works Department... 

02,27,159 

54,00 

63,1G 

54,30 

1,87,059 

1 06,98,428 

1 

8,00 

70,00 

4,07 

71,04 

(5)21,35 

65,71 

Total 

j 6S,s0.4s7 

78,00 

75,11 

77 , 0 « 

Contributions 

26,20,200 

20,10 

ls,70 


Total Expenditurt 

Closing balaaca 

5.22,:u,5;i7 
92, 81, 443 

6,80,80 

74,50 

5,4:1,92 

71,:J2 

6,49,9S 

63,90 

G&aitd Total 

6,1 6 , 1 s, 980 

0,11,42 

6,15,24 

643.ai 

Pioviiicial surplus (+ ) or deficit (— ) 

—18,77,455 

—16,58 

i —22,52 

-7,43 


(a) ludw Rs. (or cr»ntfl to DiilTict Bo«r4t hitherto mcljusted nllii^r contributions. 

(S) Ittclttdei Rs. lor fraati to District Funds nad Dutrtet Rond Fiutds ^thnrto Bdjttsted nndar •ontribniioos* 
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AITENDIX A 

Bingal Provincial lifceipti^ in (ktail hy tninor headi, 

[The figures in colutuni 4 and 6 are those accepted by the GoTcrnment of IndU.] 

LArks in coluxDn 6, except where otherwise specially explained, refer to differences between oolunani 8 and o* 


ffenue — 



190C.07. 

1907*08. 

1008*09. 


ISiDI. 

Actuals. 

Sanctioned 

estiiualc. 

HcTised 

eHiimate 

Budget 

eitimate. 


1 

9 

3 

4 

' 6 

6 

toTsnnt ... 

K. 

2,89,l>4,871 

* Hi 1 

t.O»,3S.OOO ! 

Us. 

2,94.60,000 ( 

Bs. 

2,99,60,000 

Deereaie in the retiied ii die to rtaiiiaioiia i 
auspeniionf of rerecue. 

Is. 

Bihar ... ... 6,03,000 

Baaehi m. ... 8,40,000 

9,42,000 

tioni from Gofem* 

1 which ari‘ whuLlj 

arid of Surrey and 
charges which are ' 

S4J1,94B 

—96,211 

33,00,000 

7.93.000 

31,00,000 

8,00,000 

83.70,000 

P.42.fKX) 

i\ Deduction j 

33,17,737 

40.93,0fx» , 

j 39,()0.0{X) 

43.12.000 

diTisiblc between j 
d ProTincial ... j 

3,66,87.134 

! 

2,6‘<,40,0fi() 

1 

2.55,50,000 

2.60,88,000 

ire of abore (one* 

ige on cwlJertions ) 
nmsnt estates 

1,27,99,667 

S4.ie,948 

1,29,20,000 

1 1 

1 j 

! 33,00,000 I 

1.27.76, < (K) 

i 

31,00,000 

1,28.19,000 

83.70.000 


d Profincial 

1,02,06,516 


i.ss.re.'joo 

1,61,89,000 


nt of atijustments 
next page 

12,14,548 

11,99,000 

20,98,00) 

81,21.000 


ProTincial ahare)^ 

[ 1,74.31.003 

1 1,84,19,000 

j l,7io73.0(,0 

1,93,10.000 ! 
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Adjustments-^ 



1 HK>6-07. 

j 1907-08. 

1908-09. 

Heads. 

1 




1 

1 Actuali. 

Sanctioned 

ItcTiscd. 

Budget. 


1 

aatimato 

c'ktimate. 

estimate. 

1 

! 2 

1 8 

1 4 

1 « ^1 

Contribiitiori from Tiapenul to 

111. 

Bi. 

Bi. 

Bs. 

Provinriftl — 

Fuof] adjuRf mont nndor tho 





ProvirK'inl Sottloinent 
AiiUKDrrif’ijt for ]ncr<*nso in Iho 

6.72, 000 

6,72,000 

6,72,000 

t,T2,000 

catiro of Dcjtuty Aln<»J8trat(*i... 
On account of ox j)oijlIiIiub in 

], 67,000 

1,67,000 

1,67,000 

1.6T,(X)0 

connect loM willi curtain 8cttle- 
nicrit operations for the CwatraJ 





broTinces 

6,0fJ0 




On account of Mufinripur liliiJ 




lioutc (AlHintonancc) ... 

60,000 

60,0C0 

60.000 

60,000 

60,000 

1,69,000 

For ca])ilal exjiiMuliture on ditto 
For Cniitoiimcnt Ma^iHtrato 

2‘J.OOO 

lii connection unit the Faminci 




L’cliuf Hchoiue ... 

For A rchmoio^'ical cxjKmditure .. 
Adjiiatmcnr of expenditure in- 

JO, €00 

1,60.000 

2,60.000 

7,000 

2,60.000 

ciirrud 111 conneetion witli the 
repairs ot Arcliuiolo^ical ro- 
uiaiiiH at Moionr 

708 




AtIl^nlJJent for I'olicc reforms ... 
For 'i ( eliiiieiil eduejilion 

Fur J'iurojioaii and Furasian 

4,(K>,0()0 
36, <100 

8,00,000 

85,000 

eicVhOoo 

35,000 

12,(X),000 

85,000 

•tliieatioii 

For FniverBily and Collogialo 

05, <*00 

65,000 

66,000 

65,000 

ailuciition 

On nc(‘ount id (he abolition of the 

1.60,tX)() 

1,60,000 

1,60.000 

1,60,003 

Patvruri Oews in Sanibalpiir ... 
For continuoiiK maiulciiauco of 

20,000 

20,000 

20,000 

26.000 

Feeor<ls ill UrisHii 

AHSigiinieiii in contuTlion null 

j 

20,000 

29,000 

69.000 

the MirpJiiM of the J'.MNlein 
Foimal diNtriclN foj .. 

2,32 622 



1 

For oeeupafion of 2, Jlanli.slialf 



1 


8(i<«ef by C'oriJiieive and 





ItidiiNfry Jh'juirtiiient 

On aerouiit of Jsiiilern llengiil 

16.000 

16,000 

16,000 

16.000 

and Armiim (io\ (truMienrH ' 
ccntnluil mn to the IJel^mdiia 




I 

^b'tt'l iiiui y t ‘oII('g(* 

On iiei’otinl of Jh (;v iiicialization 

28, f 00 

28,000 

28,000 

28,000 1 

of JUi tUi ( iiiiul ... 

For net cbar.'es of Jiilaiid 

12,000 

12,000 

12,000 

12.000 1 

Laboiii 'J r;ii.R}ioi t m JJeiiKal 

jinyable Iroju llu’ IJcvcimicb 
of Kasteni Jlciioiil aiid Assam , 




1 

1 

10.000 1 

For luciciiMed n'limneraliou to 




the Solicit! r to (iovcrnirmiil 

To meet t'\lra <’X jieiidjiuro on 




36, <300 

S6,0(X) 

account of aupjdut.s by tin* i 
Coniriil l'i‘es.s. Lalculta, to the ; 





Ih'OMiicial I’rcsM'S ! 

For ttansler of the c»>iiirol of | 
gardens of Ciovermuent House 
to llie Snneiiuiendeut, lioynf j 
Botaiiie (iardens . ... 1 



2,000 

2,000 


11,000 

For grant to the Hibluulnea Indica: 



11,000 

Fund of the AmmIjc Society .. j 
On account of th<' reiiiission of i 




3, (XX) 

1 

s.ooo 1 

bank tug fees j 



70,000 

' 

For rolioiiig ihe M ii nieqialilies ! 

of Police charges ... i 

On account of 'lie reinihsion of 1 

1 

i 

1 

• 

70.000 ' 

21.000 


Audi! Ic'cs lulhcUe ehaigod to ' 
leeai bodies ... .. 1 

[ 

1 



Assignment tor tJio dcyclopment i 
of tiie k^uiutalmij ifopartimnt ! 

1 

1 


66,000 

66,000 





4,50.000 

... j 

C'on;iibution fioni rroviucidl to u 

17,1»8.3^8 

22,20,000 

24.61.(XX) 

34,87,000 

Imperial— 

Iransfer ol the balnnee of (he i 

1 




1 isinct Duk I'undhlo imperial f 

2,17,780 




For paMiieiits 111 (lu» ruiU'd ' 
iVovinecs ol pension 3 *o mem- | 


.... 



bets of tho I’nleutla and i 
Buburbar I’oliec paynbio from j 
tho Police Bupcrannuanon | 
bund prior to its Hb.dumn 

1 

21,000 

21,000 



For fuvings under Inieresj 
onra]itul outlay for Irnga- 

21,000 

21,000 



lion works 

3,45,000 



3,45,000 

S.46.000 


Bikabki. 


« 


Ite>imp0riAlii*d from lit April 


y BpMiti granti. 
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^Siampe*^ 



i 1905-07. 

1907*08. 

1908-09. j 


Hum. I 

i 




I 

Biuabks. 

Actuals. 

Sanctioned | 
Estimate. 

1 BeTised j 
1 Kstiinate. | 

Budget j 
Estimate. 

i 

1 

2 

3 

4 

^ 1 

5 


Bs. 

Hi. 

1 

K,. 1 

1 Us. 


of general stamps 
of Court-fee stamps 
of plain ])aper to be used 
ih Court-fee stamps 
r on impressing documents 

I and peraliies 
elianeous 

42.94,681 ' 
1.00, 20. 448 

I, 08,781 

J, 7l m 
2<),Of2 

5,859 

40,50,000 

l,U7,02.0tX) 

2.00.00(5 

l.tO.'-tO 

•^0,0(K) 

18,000 

46.0(V 00 
' 1,06.16.000 

! 1,92,000 

l,8\<iOO 
! 20.0«Kt 

5,OuO 

1 

47.91.0O'‘ 

1,10,60,000 

2.0* >.000 
i 1,72,0 O 

1 20.(K)0 

ir.too 

1 Budget allows for normal inortaaa. 

Toial 

1,47,06.(598 

1.62,00,000 

1. 66,60, (K»0 

! 1,62.60,0 0 


(Tvincial share (one-half) ... 

73,63,349 

1 711,00,000 78,26.000 

! 

, 81,26.000 

1 


-Ezcuie — 


nso and distillery fees for i 

1 

1 

1 



a sale of li(]uorB and drugs— | 

1 




Forngi) luiuors 

2.99,986 

8.70,000 

8, 1 6,0fK) 

8,90.0(K) 


Indian-made liquors excised 






at tariff rates 

7,73.193 j 

O.OO.oOtt 

8,00.(KX) 

8,60.000 


iitry spirits — 






iceiise fees — 


1 




iJistillery 

I6,76.r93 

1 j 




Outstilla 

39,92.286 : 

> 89,1 6, (K'O 

92,66,fKX) 

96 64,( 00 

Budget jiKNscd with reference to pro| 

Slilldiead duty 

2u,3 1,3^3 ! 

i 



increase ol revenue. O'he increase is ma 

Miaeellaueoua ... 

86,4i6o i 

J 



to better setilemeut and increase lu ( 

:ly revenue 

11,35.078 1 

12,60.(100 

1 l,60.fKXj 

11,85 (‘00 

country liquora. 

im and it« preparation 

6,29,681 

1 6, 60.000 

6.f(MK)o 

6. 80,(1' 10 


er drugs, ganja, bhang, etc. 

13,10.021 

! 13.30.( 00 

13,4tMKK) 

13,60.0(Hl 


Total . ; 

1,28.66,678 

1.34,16.0(0 j 

1,36,30,1X10 

J,:J9,69,(KX5 


i on Bale-proceeds of ICxcisc 


i 

1 

1 


iium 

17..31,390 

18 60.000 

19,603X10 

1 20.(Ki.(iO(i 


jr on ganja 

14,71.197 

1 J6, 16.000 

14 94 (XXI 

1 16,16,000 


. 1 , contiscations and mis- 



! 

1 


llaneons 

23,118 

i 20,fM)O 

i 2(^000 

! 26.(KXJ 


Ghahi) Total .. 

1,60.81, :;9> 

' 1,(>«/K),000 

I I 70,0 (, 01(0 

j 1.76.00.(X.0 


Provincial ahare (one-half) 

80,4irj,096 

j 84.00, (X)') 

1 86.01,000 

1 

j 87 60,00(1 



'--ProtmciaJ Rate » — 


lie Worka Cesi 

34,91,470 

36,76,000 1 

1 

36,0(5,000 ■ 

I 

36,16.0(10 

leral rates for llie mana^^e- 
lent of private estates ... i 

1.2dJ76 

J,60.fX)0 ; 

1.4(^,000 

1.67.0fX) 

Total .. 

S6,]8,24(; 

1 S7,26.CXXJ 1 
' i 

37.(Kl.tXXJ ' 

37.72,(X)0 


Hudppt |»roT)dei for larger racoipta on 
of rcraJuatioDi. 


hirrmup duo to the incluaion of nen 
under mauiij^emenl. 


//. — Ammd Taxes-- 


lactions by Governnient from ; 

ilsriea and pensions, etc 

iuctions by Government from ; 
itereat onOoveminent securi- 
es ... ... ... ' 

Inotions from salaries, etc., ' 

aid by looal authority or ^ 

ompany 

ome>tax on securities of local 
uthoritj or company ... ' 
itnary colUotions 
xalties ... I 

icellaneoua ... ' 

Tolil ... 1 


4,20,982 

4,2(^000 

1 

21,801 

20, ( 00 * 

I 1 

68 387 j 

60 000 ' 

1,02.717 ! 

! 1,00,( 00 ‘ 

42.44,1 2H 

44,6i(X10 , 

11.1I4 

12.(KX( I 

8,1(J3 

6.000 ; 

48, 6 i, 202 

60,H(l,0(X5 


4.24,000 

4.30,(XX> 

22,000 

22,000 : 

i 

68.0C0 

' 

68, W I 

1 03.000 : 
41,49.(XXl 1 
ll.(XX5 
8,0(X) i 

; J. 03, 000 

45,93.(XXi 

I 

i 8,^100 

50.76 CKXJ 

! 63.25.(XXl 

i 

... . „ 



Budget siiows for normal ioaraasa. 
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1 1900-07. 

1 

1907 08 

1908-09 

H B A ni . 

Acttnila, 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

BeTisod 

estimate. 

1 Budget 
esLiinate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 j 

Timber and other produce 
removed from the forests by 
Government agency ... j 

Timber and other produce | 
removed from I lie forests by | 
eonsumcra or jiiirchttsers , 

Confiseatod drift and waif wood 1 
lliscellaiieuus 

Bs. 

46.1G5 

9,82.886 

4,086 

82.734 

Bs. 

60.600 

10,81,6(X> 

4.(KXJ 1 

44, (XX) j 

Bs. 

42,600 

10.66.€00 

4,700 

87,100 

Bs. 

23,600 

11.56.200 

4,100 

36,100 

Total ... ' 

]0,6r»,86.^ j 

11,80,000 1 

IJ. 60.000 

12,20,000 

Provincial share (one-lialf) 

6,32,929 

6.90.(X)0 1 

6,76.000 

6,10,000 J 


Bimabki. 


ttiDglibhum Bud Subdarbani. 


X. — Registration — 


Fees for reniMloj iiig (locunipiitw.. 
Fi'os f(jr copici of rc^istortM 
docuineol* 

JUliHuuliaiJcuua 


11,87.63/ 

11,0 VXX) 

12.46,0(X> 

18.18,000 


:i2.oo:> 

6 6, 7 Out 

80,0(Ki 

60,000 

86, 000 
69,000 

40,000 

b2.0(XJ 


J 2,26, i:;2 

1 1J,90,0(K) 

1 

1 

' i 

1 

18,40,000 

1 

J 4,20, OCK) 

1 

Budget provides for normal ini 
erease in the revised is att 
larger number of rogistratioui 
higli priees td food grains. 


XII.-^IntereM- 


C/anx /. — liitorrst on nclvniu'pM to 
cultn ntor.s^ 

On n«ivMiirp« to cultivnlors 
nndcr Lund ImprDVciuetjt 
Loiiiis Act 


On advnueos to cultivators 
under Aurieulturists’ 

LcniiH Act, XXll of 1HS4 
On losna to C'o-opcralive 

27,094 

j l.tii.tWH) 

1,99,000 

2,77.000 '] 

(t red it Sueieties 

76 

63 

60 

400 

C/«sA i/— Interosi on advancoi 





under Special liSWH — 





On drninago snj embank- 




; J* 

nient advaiu’cs 

—13,804 

6S,(HH) 

81,000 

33,000 

Cla$i> 111 — Tnlcrest on loans to 




land-hi'bler.'J, ete, ... i 

Clasf IV —Interest oii loans fo 1 

10.841 

U,000 

17,000 

17.0(MJ 

Muniiil'Jil and other public! 
Corporations (excluding Ibt*. ! 
sidcncy ( '<u jxiratiuns) ... j 

1,62.612 

l,94,(MHl ; 

1,69.000 ^ 

! 

1,89,000 ^ 

Interest on Go rornment securities! 

7,046 

7,(K)0 j 

7.o(X) i 

1 

7.(XXt i 


AimccllRTionii *— 

Interest Ml HiTcara of Public : 
\^'orks Cons ... .. I 

Other itein* ... ... ! 


IntereJit on riniindnn rmbftuk* I 
meat rect veru-.s, etc, . j 

Tot-il Miscollaneuui ... j 

I)«duct for ruundinp I 

1 otul I 


37.4(K> 8t).»)<K) 

3.00t) I t),00(> 


U/52,036 


4,80,000 4,67, OOC; 


Jiorised based on the outstanding 
fxclwdinj; tho advances on ae 
Hat Drainai^e. Budget based 
of interest due next year on ih 
and on the probable amoun 
(‘sumated to be made lu that 
the adrances on account o 
I ^rainsge 


b,000 Theactusli . f 1906-07 included ini 
i turcs of the Calcutta Police t 
j Fund which were sold off in 1901 

2,000 ! 

I 

44,0CK) 1 

400 j 

6,n7,000 


f 
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,-—Law and Jnttice— Courts of Law— 


Hiads. 

1906-07. 

1907-08. 

1908.09 


i Aotu&li. 

Sanctioned 

Revisul 

Budget 

RlMAili 



estimate. 

1 eatiinaie 

1 

estimate 


1 

1 ^ 

i » 

1 

1 ^ 

* 

6 



i lU. 

Us. 

Its 


cood§ of unclaimed and j 





ted property 

28.611 

1 3t).(KXt 

26.0(X) 

2>.(KK) 


01 realined lu casli 

Fees. Fiuea and Forfei- 

18,869 

20,000 

21 .(.XXI 

20,000 i 

\ 


... 

4,86.840 

4,89.000 

4.86.000 

6.08.(XXI ; 


hip Examination Fees 

26,f(4 

24.0t»0 

27.(xx) 

27. (KX) 1 


ne^ua Fees and Fines ... 

2,297 

2,tKXi 

2.(HX) 

2, (XX) 


neooi 

11.896 

It.tKKj 

19.U)0 

16.0(X) 


Total 

6.73.60.^ 

5,80,000 

6.80.(XX) 

6, 97, (XX) 

Uevisecl baaed on the actuals ot the firs 






luuuilia 

^ Jails — 







14,(M7 

21.(KKJ 

I3.(X)0 

1 

1 16,(KX) 


lufactures ... 

11.9:t.615 

12 80,000 

11,67.000 

I2.36.(XX) 


Total 

12,07.662 

12,61,000 

11.8J,(XX) 

12.60, (XX) 

Revised based on the aotiials of tan months, 

—Police — 






1 

ppliedto Puhlic Depart* 
Private Couipames and 



i 

1 


30,792 

,80.0t)0 , 

28,(X)0 1 

30.()(K) , 


•7 Police ... 

76.2J2 

80,000 I 

76.(.X)0 1 

77.(XXi 1 


?• on ueeount of Villa^'e 

492 

l.tKMl 

1 

1 

] 0(X) 1 


es and Forfeit urea .. , 
uatioii receijits 

23,859 

1 

2. ,000 

20.0(Xj 1 

i 

26, (XX) j 


leoui 

6,(t89 

6, (.XX) 

20, (XX) 

C.fXX) 

'llic increase in the revised is due to th# ad 



1 

j 


ineiit of tiie sale jiroeeeds of (iovern 



1 

i 

1 

ProiiiiBcry notes field in deposit on aeeoun 

j 



j 

_ . . 1 

. 

f'liildiiig f<M the use of the fcuperiiitei 
J*olico, ( 'hitpur. 


1,38,966 

1.41.(KM> 

1,49.(XX) 1 

! 

1,4().(XX) 

Revised l>n«ed on tiieaetnaia of 12 moitiht ei 

Total .. j 



i 

_ i 

i 

Januiiry J9(-)8. 

— Ports and Pilotage— 

- 





eedi of vcisela and j 


j 

1 1 ,(XX) 


1 

3I,(KXi 

Budget inetudes antieipated sale-proceed 



1 1 



tlifc, two bnga Famr and Alxct. 

ion and other fees 

T8,362 

: 73,9fX) ; 

6H.9(X) 

73,9«X) , 


f Calcutta .. 

13,73,690 

14,11, (XX) j 

13,46,000 

13,99.(XXi , 

Fluctuating receipt! depending oa the tra< 

•eceipti < 



KX) 

1 

](xi ; 


(. Palaaore ... 


DX) 1 


ley for Volunteera 

"lG,697 

22.00(> 

18, (XXI 

18. (XX) ■ 


eona— 

ions for meso-monry ... 

12,987 

1 1 

14fXX) 1 

12,(XXl 

! 

1 

]t,(XXi ' 


Surrey 

41.545 

1 60, (XX) 1 

38, (KX) 

45,(X)0 


ne foes 

8,192 

8, (XX.) ' 

8,(XXI 

8,6(Xi 


lanooaa receipts of the 
ping Olhee ... 1 

6,926 

j 6,6CK) i 

6,5(Xl 

6, (XX) 

} Bitimate bated on aetnais. 

terns ... ••• I 

r oertiGoates of inland I 

3,637 

i 4,600 1 

1 j 

4,600 

4.6)XI 

1 

1 

Is under Act VI of | 


1 


1 

i 

... 

472 

t 

... 

.... 1 

J 

CoUl Miso^llaneout ... 

76,669 I 

82, (XX) j 

68,0(Xi 

7K (XXi 

Reviled baK*<i on the attuala of tba first 

mouihi. 

OEAwn Total ... 

1 16,39,308 1 

15,90,(*00 

16,(Xi(xX) 

16 0o,0(X) 
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JT/X .— Edueat ion^ 


Hiadr. 

1 

um 07. 

1907-06. 

1908.09. 

Bbhabka. 

1 

Aotuali. 

i 

Banrtionod 

eirimate. 

Betiiipd 

eitimate. 

eBiimate. 

1 

2 

1 

8 

4 

( 

1 ^ 

6 

F#Ri, OoTernmerit Colloye* — 

lU, 

JU. 

Hr. 

Rr. 


Goiipml 

1,77.418 

1,80 000 

1,86.000 

49,000 

1,80,000 


Profeiiional 

Fpei, Govt'runient Sphooli— 

47,162 

48,000 

48,000 


(}(*n(rral 

2,68 023 

2,66. KXi 1 

2,61,000 

2,60.000 


Hppcial 

ConlfjbutionR from iNalivo Statffiui 
pr/vftto ])er«oiifl and ]\Juuici* i 

12.9(5.3 

13,000 

13,000 

J8.(X)0 


... 

10,973 

10, 4«) 

9,000 

11,0(XJ 


Incumo from eiidowmonti 


1 .000 




Mi^'cellaneouii 

'63,826 

85,600 

[ 43.000 

1 

62,000 

Decreaie is d«e fcn the trangfer of 
Bladents' meagea to the Calcutta I 

Total ...| 

6,60,364 

6.93,000 

6,00,000 

i 

6,73,000 

1 

Bcriged baaed on the actuals of 
monthi of the year. 


X X. — Medical-^ 


Jllodicftl School and Collc/jo fees 
JJoapilal rccci|»ts (roccipti f/om 

j 6J,29t , 

j 60, (KX) 

06, WO 

64,000 

1 Baaed on the aefuaia of tw 

pa^in^ ptttieolt) 

J,ll,38f 

l,l2.((fK) 

3.17.0JO 

1.17.000 

) ending 3l8t December 1907. 

J^oriatii! Asylum rrcnpta 
(h)ntriWutiotiR (from Municipal- 

17,886 

20.000 

J7,0U0 

1 

20,0(KJ 


Kies and private ueraoiiH) 
Medicuiea sold to Civil Sur(;oona 

47,729 

48.(XMI 

48,000 1 

48,000 




...... ! 

.. .. 


Miicellaneou* 

16,080 

8,0/0 

UM'OO ^ 

16,000 

Baaed on actuali . 

Total 

1 

2.43.365 1 

2,:i8 000 

2,60,000 

2,64,100 

Bovisod baaed on the aetuala of tv 
ending Slat December 1907. 


XXL — Svicvtific (Did other Mmoi' De/iatimcnfs — 


1- . . 




_ 

A . 4 

Betnnicnl and other public 
garden i’cceii)t.s ... 

2,076 

2.000 

1 

2,000 i 

S.OtX) 


Veterinary ami atnlliou rcceipta 

28..H17 

27. (MX) 

' 84,IHX> 

,32.000 

Baaed on aetuala. 

Cimdiona plantation 

2,06.978 

2,26.000 

2.00.000 , 

2.20.(XX) 


Bocoipta on account of eiperi- 
mental cultir/itiou 

2.206 

4(HH) 

1 6,000 

16,000 

iDcreane expected owing to the ope 

Kmigraliou feea ... ... i 

41,684 

40.0(X) 

22,000 

I 40,000 

experimental atationa at Sabaixr am 
Badget includea Ra. 10,000 on 

1 

Ksamination feea ... 

1 

1.966 

1.0(K> 

1.000 

1,000 

Inland Labour Tfanaport. The de 
revised is due to the diminution in 
of emigranta. 

Muottliaueoui ... ... ' 

103 






Total 

2,82 819 

3.00,000 j 

2.64,(XiO ^ 

S,1S,000 
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pts in aid of Superannuation — 


1 

1 

[AD9. 

1906-07. 1 1907.0S j 190S-09. 

Kimaiks. 

1 Actuals. ^sanctioned , IJcTiged | Ijud^'ct 

1 ’ i estimate, j estitnare. j entiiuate. 

1 • a j 3 4 i 6 

1 ! ! 

1 ^ 


tions of Native! 
the CoTcnauted I 

Es. j 

lU 

Ps. 



I 

>r pensioni and | 

is of officers lent ' 
i service of the 

1,622 

1.000 

2.0U0 

2,000 

Based on actuais. 

econd kind ... j 

IS of persons 
in the establish- i 
he manaf^ement 
estates under , 

33.826 1 

35.000 

S6.(XKi 

SS.OOO 

Based on actual demands. 

j 

892 ... ; 

notions of Cove- , 
irilians lent to 
tates, etc., for j 

7.9.32 j 

1 

b.tJOO 

1 

4,tXK) 

' 2.00fJ 

i 

Decrease due to the fact that formerly no dis- 
tinction was observed between ap))oiulments of 
j officers connected with Government eontrol and 
j not BO coiineeted, and e( ntribution was iftriod 

* ..1 

1,680 1 

! 


1 ... .. 

iiuliseriminutel^ at the rate of one-fifth of oue- 

itieS ... ; 

Alarine Pension | 

40 j 

j 

r2(WMt 1 

' i 

i i 

1 j'lxfli ot salary in Foreign service. Now the rate 
In the rase ot the latter eluss has been reduted 

. 1 

12,663 ' 

.... 1 

12.(i0(> 



to one-eii{tli of pay in Britisli service 

. . .. j 

i 

1 

00 ' 

i 

3.63.<XHi 

12.000 j 

1 

The P'Viaed repreaenls sale- proceeds of the 
t'alcutia Municipal Debentures buiouging to the 
I’ulice Suj>craimiiatiou Fund 


Total ... 

62.729 

1 66.(KK,) ' 

4,07,tXMt 

1 64.(XX) 1 

i 

unvyi/ and Print in (j — 

<... 2.243 

rn and oher 

l.t >0,624 

pts .. 32.063 

]XHK> 

96.64:) 

33,355 

2.tJ00 

92.(X)0 

33,<srfi 

2.(X<0 I 

I.o| 930 Bn(l;;cf includes larger receipts from sale of 
33,070 1 Custom H(>use publications 

Total 

j 

1.34.920 

l,30,Otj(j 

; 

1.27,<Xjii 

I.37,(XjO ; Keviied based on the actuals of first ten 
, mouths. 

' 

menus — 





^ 





ts... 

4.36.1.32 

4 

1 3.86, (MJO j 

3,46/ XX) 

j 4,tX).(XK) . Budget based on past actuais. 

>url)ar preaetits ' 

2.190 

1 3,t»^i0 ! 

6,i.aa) 

! 3.(XXi 

and inateriitls / 

1.278 

1 2.000 I 

2,<iOO 

2.0<X) , 

houses, etc. .. | 

6.987 

1 1 



eut aioiits (of { 


1 1 

j 


d Lxcludcd ! 


1 




49 994 

46.(X>0 _ 

JO.fXX) 1 

15.0>X) ilie fees rrcovernble for Goveriimenl audits 





ijuve been discontinued from le 07 -OH, cxoeptin^, 



1 


for Wtrds EatHtei Both the renaed and tlj« 

. . 

17.066 i 

20,fX)0 1 


20.(XX) budget includes JG. S.tXX) for commission on 

es, Ones and 

1 

1 

i 

purctuise and sale of Gorerniuent securilias 


3.166 1 

3.<xt0 ! 

2/x/i 1 



27.191 :■ 

26(X>0 1 

1 

; Tne ie%v of banknig fees discontinued from 
' ltXJ7-0H. 


1 of Eevenue i 

60.1 9(f 

68,000 i 

60.(XXj 1 

Law charges , 
hose in pauper | 

16.074 

15.fXX) 

16/J<X) i 

matical stores | 


60fJ 

ei])l9 — Circuit- ' 

795 

600 

6(X> ' 

receipts on 
I’ublic AVorlc^ 
ct ix(Bu.)of ; 

1,643 

1 

' J .<XXj 

receipts on j 
Government 
of Wards’ ! 

1 

404 

i 1 i 

1 
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XXIX. — Major Worki — {Dimt Receipts ) — 


Hbam. 

19()t)-07. 1 

1 

1907-08. j 

1908.09. 

RSHABZB. 

Actuals. 

Sanctioned 
estimate. | 

Renited j 
cvtiiuate. 

Budget 

eittimato. 

i 

J j 

*2 

8 1 

4 ; 

6 

6 


Rh. 

# * 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rb. 


Orisia Canali 

5.01,729 

4,79.500 

fj.08.5fX) 

6, 10, (XKj 

Increase due to larger demand for 

Midnapord (’nrial 

1.66,621 

].79,(KKi 

1,6S,0(XJ 

1,68,000 

Hijiii Tidal Cauai 

71.616 

67.<H>0 

68.6(Kj 

66(XJ0 


Canal » 

16,64.HI9 [ 

j 4,6H,fKX) 

1 6.94,(XXJ 

16,63,(XXJ 

Increase due to the expansion of ra 

Diinita Canal 

2.944 1 

6.6(X) 

16.(XX» 

11,(X)0 

The increase in the revised is due 1 

Total 

22,97,62H 

21,99.(XXJ 

28.60, OtX) j 

24,18,000 

1 

tion of arroar demands for 1906.0 

XXX. — Minor Works and NarUjatton — 





lir cnABfjii OK THE Civil 

!R«oovon6i on ncrount of landi 
h«ue&tt!tl by embankznenti ... 

1.14,382 

1.08.(XX) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,11,000 1 

1 

l.(^7.(XXl 

The actuals for 1906.07 incl 

Itftcovoriea on account of 
capitalized maintenanre 

char^ei of tbo Kajapur 

drainage 

4,306 

2.00(1 


Budget IS based on actual domeui 

No provision made as the entire h 
talized outstandings was adjusted 
of 1906.07. 

Total in charge of the Civil 
Department .. 

1.18.688 

I.KMHJO 

1,11.000 

lp7.()(X) 

Ijr rnARoB of tub Puulic 

^VOI{K• ItjUrillTMENT. 

(Irrigation and Navigation 

W ork 8 ) 

Works for whudi Ca})ital and 
Jtevenuo necoanfs arc kept— 
OniBU Coast Canal 

87.738 

82.000 

2bjm 

27. om 


S.iran Canal* 

797 

I.IMK) 

7m 

700 


Calcutta and Eastern Canals 

6.03.1M)8 

4.76,(X)0 

b.SO/KH) 

6,(X).(J00 

Revised includes larger tollage rec 

Total 

5.42.603 

5.08.(K)0 

6.06,700 ! 

5,27.7tX) 


tir 

Works for which only Revenue 
ifccounts are kept — 

Nadia 111 vers ... 

45,615 

30.200 

40.200 

4(^.200 


Gaighatta aud Ruxi Khal ... 

S.OtX) 

3,0(i(l 

8,0(Mi 

SMHt 


Total 

48,615 

33.200 

43,200 

j 43.2(Xi 


Worki for winch neither Capital 
nor Kevenuo accounts are 
kept— 

Eden Canal 

29.131 

20.4(X) 

18,5(KJ 

20,60(.i 


Teur „ 

1.636 

2,400 j 

4.600 

3.60t) 


biigsroauo irrigation in 
Rihar 

2,000 





Total 

32.766 

22,8(X) 

23. im 

24,100 


Total Irrigation and Nariga- 
tioii Works ... 

6.28.784 

6.64.000 

6,72.000 

6,96,000 


(Agricultural Works.) 

Works for which only Revenue 
accounts are kept— 

Idagra HAt Drainage Project... 

13 





Works for which neither Capital 
nor Revouue aooounts are 
l.n*— 

Gc^ernment embankments 

S1.917 

11,600 

11,000 

11,000 


Takari embankments under 
coutraul 

4.706 

6,600 

17,000 

16,000 


Total Agricultural Works... 

86,716 

17,000 

28,000 

27,000 


^otal In oharge of the Public 
W orkB Departmank 

6,60,499 

6,81,000 

7,00.000 

6,22,000 




inV Wbrit — 


The Bengal Financial ‘^iatem'ni for J90S-00. 


51! 


. I Sl" 41 ■ - 


[lADI. 

1906-U:. 

1907 

-08. 

l9<»8.oy. 


Actuals. 

Sanotianed 

estimate. 

Kevised. 

Budget. 

1 


.3 

4 

6 


oy THi Civil 

LitTMKHT 

Ks. 

i;.. 

Ka. 

£i. 

* 

ptB . . 

Staging bungalows 
Dg groundi 

1,72.842 

1.935 

0.457 

l.HS.OtKi 

2, UK) 

8,U)t> 

1.68,(XK)‘ 

2.UKI 

7, UK) 

1,76.000 

2.(K)0 

' T.OOO ♦ 


Tge of the Civil 

It 

1 

1 

i.8i.2:it ! 

1,98.0U» 

1 .77.rKiU 

! 1.85.UK> 

, Reviaod based on artualt of tfiflve months 
ending 31 st I>oceruber 1907. 



1 



OF THE Public 
Dipabtmbet. 


i 

1 

1 


1 


eceipti 

i 

8,19,625 i 

2.76.00U 

S.OO.UM) 

S.OO.UK) 

Revised inciudos larg<'r receipts froni rent of 
baildings and ttie Calcutta Strand bank and 
maidau. 

iaHi> Total 

6(-KJ,8f9 ' 

4,V3.000 

6.37.000 

4,85.000 


4.9M.937 i 2.67, (XXJ 


8,000 


Tbi§ head will ceane from Ul A]>r»l I90R. 
liupeeH includeil in tin' r<*?iKod renreifol 

the refund of the advance made to the JliHtuet 
Itoard of the 2H*arKHna« on uccouni of 
the MagrahAt dminaiie. 


I 
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APPENDIX B. 

Bengal Provincial Expenditure, tn detail by minor heads. 

The C^furcB in foJumns 4 and 6 arc those accepted by tbe GovcrnmcDt of India." 

The remarks in column C, except where otherwise epeoially explained, refer to differences between oolumns 3 i 


1 , — Uefundes and Draiidjaf kn — 


Heads. 

1906-07. 

1 

ry07.08. ’ 

1908-09 

F = ==—■ - 

Actuals. 

1 

Sanctioned j 
estimate. 

[ Revised 
oshmaie. 

1 Budget, j 

[ Rbmibkb. 

1 

2 

^ 1 

1 ^ 

! ’o 

6 


Rs. 

1 ii«. 1 

Rh ’ 

Rh. ; 


Land Kevenue 

17,666 

1 20,0o0 1 

1 

28,000 : 

20,000 

The increase in the revised is due to thi 

1 merit of a write back of R«. 7,(XJ0 cn 
[ Land Revenue in J 906-07 on ac( 
j Government land acquired for the 
TVorks Department. 

1 

Nranipg... 

72.4T8 

75,000 

: 75,(XjO 

75,0 >0 

Excise ... 

6,015 1 

10,000 

20,0tX) 

10,000 

1 The increase in the revised is due to i 
[ refund on account of advance fees of 
spirit shops. 

Assessed Tax oh 

9,01H 

12,000 

30.000 i 

10.000 i 

Forest ... 

722 1 

j.oco 

l.DtM) ^ 

, l.OtK) 1 


Provincial Rates ... 

9.48.S , 

10 <K)0 

7,(m 1 

1 8.0f)0 ^ 


lUgiitratiuu 

2,H02 I 

2,000 

8,000 1 

' 8,000 


Total 

1,16,578 

1,30.000 

i ' 

1.44,000 

l,27,0wu 

! 

; RcTi.*«cd b.ised on the actuals of twelY 

1 ending December 1907 Budget 
baned on the tivernge actuals of last th] 
excluding Hpecial payments. 


2. — A fifiign mentis and CompenHatianfi — 


Fuiul, SoDthal i’argnnas, for 
iiuprovpuicnif !n CJorern- 
:aADt Eatattii. 



- -- - - 



.r 

Peiii'ioii in lieu of resumed Uodi 

1,411 

2.000 

2000 

2,r300 

Malikami 

Excise O’onipiuiHROon 

Rounding 

67,568 

846 

60,100 

60,000 

160 

—150 

6:.5fX) 

150 

-15) , 

Total 

69,824 

62 000 

G2.0(M) 

7o,0o0 ' 

3. — Land llevenue — 







r.. — - 

■--r-- -- -:r 



Oliarges of District Admiuistra- 

tlUlJ— ^ 

General J'^stabbshniont 

22.31.414 

26.30,000 

23,86,(i{K» 

25.40,000 i 

{Subdiviaiunal Establishment 

1,08,262 

1,02,000 

1.12,000 

1,13,500 

Partition Establishment ... 

Process-acrving Ksliiblnsh- 
incnt 

Kceord-rooin (or coj>y-tnak. 
mg) Khtablishnu'iit 

Survey uf Wu'.te Lunds .. 

P ai.iigmneiu ol Private 
KstiUcs under Act i of 
1S92 

J.uuij) proviMon for increase 
*/! ]»uy of Ahui.stonal Ks- ' 
ralihsiimcnt 

27,024 

1,49 84 i 

i 

46,18(1 
i 2.567 

26.628 

1 

—2.<1(10 

1.88,000 

40,000 

29,0(Xl 

1,40,000 



1 J.GH.O'JO 

46,000 

1 

' 28 tK)J 

—2.000 

1 

1,65,(K)0 

34,000 i 

1 35,500 ' 

; 1 40.000 ! 

1) -Probable savings 

1 

29.77,1 (>0 
1,78. 0(a) 

1 

30,1 7, ( (PI 
fOOOO 

Total 

2 5, 80,8 j6 

27.99 OOi) 

27,28.0(>i 

29,67,(X)0 , 

1 

iTiarge.s on account of Land 
Iteveniie Coiicciions 

1 

1,432 

t 

1,200 ' 1.00) 

1 

1.5(X) 

Jkl anagcaicni of Government 
Estates — 

o"'ollection of lb' venue ... 
Outlav on imi'rovcaients ... 

2,29,981 

2,27.480 

1 

2.03 000 
2,66,000 

i 

2,27,0)0 
! 2,46,U‘0 

j 

2,2S,|100 I 

I J.'W.OUO I 

Grants to .District Road 




i I 


Ac('i>iiiitaijt.Gon('rnrs bookw. 

Kstiuiutf bused on ihu actuals of past th; 


iVovisjon ha^ been made for the payment 
compensutienallowance tlirou^ihout the 
for fho fuJi cadre of Dejmty Alnaiatral 
saviiii: in the revDod is under salaries, 
bud^rrt mciudes provision for the nuynioD 
com peusa! j' »n allowance throughout I 
unii for additional establishments. 


Ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ten months. 


bans. 
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oonoluded. 


[EiDS, 


190G.07. 


I Actuals. 


1907 OS. 


Sanctioned 

CBiirnato, 


l{c\isod 

eatiLuate. 


J 908-09. 

lUidjjot. 

Obtiiimii*. 


JiEyAQKS. 


ttlement — ' 

Office ('turroy) ... 

ojiorationH — 

Qvrinpf Office ... ' 

■atioufi ... ! 

lemont operations 
ditto 

Imperial on ac- 
urvey and settle- 
Goverumont and 
estates 

Ks, 

6,638 

1 

63.976 
72.121 
1,16.571 
1,43 772 

i 

Ks. 1 

1 

24.8ii7 
HO.tiO.S 
40,028 . 
1,70,622 

G.tiOO 

JiH. 

6.0»M> 1 

61.000 : 
7, <00 1 
4o,0(Hi ’ 
J,70,0( 0 

I 

i 

i 

L’a. 

46.911 
63,798 
3t»,ooo 
1,03 817 

6.000 

r rounding ... 



2,70,860 

Go 

i 

1 

... 1 

2.40,666 

66 

Total 

l,03.(Jf)7 

2,70.800 

2.Hl.(a»0 1 

i 

2,40,500 

nee 

3G,872 1 

22.0<K) 

40,<M)0 ^ 

28,000 

ges 

47,748 

1 

i 

2,14,000 

2,42, 0.,0 1 

1 

1 

1 

2,52,otM» 

Total 

84,616 

2,36,000 

2,82,ti0ft 

2,80,000 

m a*! probable 

i 

1 



,38.67,000 

... 




72,000 

KD Total 

36, 26, 001 ' 

37.75,000 j 

87,62,ot»(t 

37,86, (KM) 


iK'ii on aotufii ri'ijuircmoni^. 


InoivnK.' .ino to ihr ri'orKiiiiisadon oi the oflioo of 
ilio Director ol i.ruid iiccordn. 
lludirtM uirludcH lar^'cr Krnnti f<»i the Tiiftiutcu- 
aiice uf reconlM-ct in OriHsa. and foi ih(» 

reprodnct.nn of niBj's ( IhilaHore and Pm id 
Jkoviscd Inised on llie artuiiK o' it-u luonili.s 


I 


Jishment 

i 10 473 

1 

, 9.000 

9.060 

. 9 0(H) 

sale of general 

i 

1 

1 

1 


I 

sale of unified 

1 

i 


i 


, 21G 

7 4t>0 


.. . Nu diicuunt IS now allowed 

sale of lulls-ol- 

1 




or hundu‘3 

< 6,162 

5,000 

! 6,000 

6.060 ' 

i sale uf other 





imps 

, 1,12.734 

1 97,600 

- 

1.17,000 

1,21,000 Increi'^e in new uf Uie moroAse iu rccoipU. 

Total 

1.18,112 

1 1 

1 

1, 10, (.00 

1 l,22,(KKj 

1 ‘26 0(K) ' 

e of Court-fee i 



( 

sale of adhesive 






66,87» 

6 8/, (JO ^ 

69.000 

72,oO'> 1 dotu di" >. 

sale of stamps 






1 7,123 1 

6,00) 

7,0(JO 

7,000 1 

It for sale of 


1 


i 

... 

1,611 , 

1,4(4 ' 

1.404 

1,464 

rounding 

; i 

1 

-404 ' 

i 

— 4(J4 1 

— 464 ’ 

Total 

75.613 i 

: j 

76.0f)'> 

n.>m 1 

1 

H0.0(J0 * 

1 

paper ... 1 

1 11,832 1 

12,000 ! 

1 

12,000 ' 

12,fX)0 ' 

supplied from 

i 1 

i 



i 

1.91,990 

‘4.36,000 ' 

2 44,(JOO ' 

2,66/JtJ ) /J he cMlimafos lurnisiied ly Ihe Conlndl 

1 

! 1 ' 

1 

1 

— Pniitiiig, J8t«liuuer> i.id Btnuipn adopted. 

D Total ... | 

! 4,08,020 ; 

4.41,000 1 

4.6-1,00^) ! 

4,83 0(KJ ! 


1 —I ; 
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iy(6.07. 

j J907-08. 

1 1908-09. 


Hiadi. 


J 


1 

Fzmabki. 

j Actuals, 

1 Sanctioned 
1 estimate 

Itevised 

estimate. 

j Pudget 
j estimate. 

1 

! 2 

1 « 

4 

1 ^ 


8u})enrilt<n'^]rtif 0 

JU. 

M6 184 

Ka. 

1 98.0rK) 

Ks. 

92,(00 

Us. 

' 89.000 

The PBtimato for 1907-08 includi 
an oliicer on special duty. 





1 

rremdcncj — 

t alfutt« CV>l|f<!toratr (cfficc) 
Iri^jKctJoii and J’loventjon ... 

Allowances nrul Confinf'cncicB 

88,118 
22 782 

21,145 

i 

62,508 

20,352 

26,972 

60.000 
24, (XK) 

22,000 

61,812 

23,112 

29,944 

Increase due to provision for 
Deputy Inspeeiora. 

Increase due to provision for gra 
the whole year, and for tl 
Its. 8,0 >0 for rent of the new ya 

For rounding 

... 

1,08,882 
+ 16H 



1,14.868 
+ 132 

'Joful 

1 

i,09,0(K» 


1,15,0(10 f 


Ihitricf Kxecutivc KHtfiljIisIi- 
iiienl — 

Hadar ]^>(abliaJimcLt 

l!iH]icction ami Prevention 
AllowaiiceH 

i 

1,10,267 

1,»0.8<)2 

1 22.891 j 

1,24,400 j 

2.08,164 1 
1,22.628 1 

1 

1.14.000 

1 90,000 i 

1.40.000 1 

i 

1.66,866 

2,09.820 ; 
1,41,500 j 

Budget includes Ks. CO/KX) fo 
reorganization of the departmen 

Budget includes Its. 2o,000 for j 

Profiable KiiMngH 


4.65.092 1 
— 13.092 j 

r 

1 

1 

1. 

5,08,185 
—36.185 I 

The increase in the levised j: 
allowance. 



4.42.0 0 ! 


4.72,0(10 ! 


J MKtlllerieH— 

J*reRid<‘ney FkI nl.lMluneiit 
Dislncl FNlabliNliiMeni 

j. 

1 

10,650 j 
1,16."8J 1 

1 i.Ofid 
1,15, (XX) 

i 

ll.(M 0 j 
1.26, (MX) 1 

1 

1 

12 fm 
1,72.000 

Increaso in the reviled ii for t< 
lishment. 

Guam* Toiai. 

7,43,120 , 

7.70.(<0O ' 

7,78, (X)0 

8,(M).(X)0 

Ibovineial sbare ... 

8.71.560 j 

8,P5,oao 

3,89,000 ! 

4.()0,0(X) ' 





< ollcction ol IbitoM and C'l'B'es... 


1.56,811 


1.29.‘'('() 

1 

1,21,000 


1,29.000 

1 

\ aiunt ion and Ke\ aiiiation 


91 136 


93, (KM I 

I 

92, (MM) 

I 

1 

64.00C 

j Estimate basc<l on actual requirem 

Total 


2.t7,447 


2,‘i2.0()it 

1 

2.13,00.) 

' 

1,83,01)0 

i 

I‘((/urf — Proportion debilable to 



r 

se/KKt 

1 


' r 

86.000 

1 

L()<-al tor cost of roud- 
ceaa collecli"ii 

1 

y 

1, 65. 468 

1 


i- 

I 

1,42,000 


1 


,, — I’roportion debitnble to 

1 


i 




liocal tor iM'vahmtion 

) 


L 

C2.()00 i J 



36,000 


,, — (liie-tbird share of re- 





I 




covenes on account ot 
collection of nrr<*ar 










CCS.SCS 

— (\nitrit)Ulion lor luMision 


19,321 

1 

40.(KK) 


3,000 j 


3,1)00 

Smaller recoveries antieipsted. 

td the ccss-i oileciing 
cstat»liKliinent 


6.874 


7.0(X) 


6,000 j 


7,000 


J(tb/— (i rn lit to J)isiricl Itoail 








Funds as (loveruineiit 
vhare of llic cost of 








1 


collect ing Public Works 
cess and revaluation 






1 




cliargus 


— Z 







1,000 1 

A new entry necessited by the oi 
head Coat nbutious from Provlne 

Total 


65.784 

1 


27,0(X) ; 








62,000 

i 


62,000 : 




Calcutta I'-stablisluiient 

District ditto 

1 

' 80.907 

0.8.328 

i 87.(100 I 

iie.ooo j 

1 

ho.OtX) 

07.(MXJ 

89, (0() 
68,000 

' ) Increase is 

specially due to pi 
gram compens^tiou a 

Total 

i 1. 50.280 

j 

1,62,000 j 

1,62,000 

1,57,000 

J i made for 


ProTincial share 

! 76,115 

76.(XX) 1 

1 

76,000 ; 

79,000 1 
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HEiPS. 

1906-07. 

i 1907-08 

1 1908-09. 


I Actuals. 

j Sanctioned 
i estmiato. 

1 Ivevised. 

{ eatimate. 

1 Budget. 

\ estimate. 


1 

1 ^ 

S 

1 ^ 

1 

6 

1 


Bi. 

£a. 

lis. 

Ha. 


'vancy and Worki. 

[}or and o\ her pro- 
Aoe removed from 
e forests by Govern 
ent agency 

28,669 

24,800 

10,000 

iO,8(KJ 

The decreaae is due to tbo continued raduotiOQ la 

;)cr and other pro- 
Aoe removed from 
,0 forests by eon- 
Liners and p^^L*ha8c^^ 

91,986 

88,200 

1 0,000 

97.70<J 

do|)artmeutal works. 

The increase in the Budget is due to inereaied 

iscalod drift and 
aif-wood 

620 

l,3o;) 

1,700 

1,8(K) 

eost of eoal and re|)airH of laundies. and for 
bettor provision tor suponision of ft'lliu^»s in Iht 
Suiidiirbans Diviiiou. 

of leased forests 
id payment to aliart'- 
>lders in forests 
annj,»ed l»y Go\erii- 
ent 

27,o:«) 




No payment of the share of jirofiti to the Rajt of 

stock, stores, tools ! 
.d jdant 

14,521) 

26,700 

17,f)0() 

40,60) 

1 I’uraliat will be duo. 

1 

Revised esliiuati* iiicliiilea jiarl roat of a new 

nunieations and 

iildimrs ' 

76,116 

89,000 

64,(KK) 

79.000 

steamdaunch for the Sundarbaiis llivision, and 
the lluil^^ot inciudos Ki. 2H,(JOO, (or the compU- 
lion of the launch. 

iroation, iinprovo- ■ 
nit and extension , 
forests j 

j 

82.6 14 

1,94,900 

1,20,800 

81,779 


llaueoui ... 1 

i 

7,420 

4,100 

6,0(J0 1 

- i 

7,400 j 


robable savmf.;s ... | 




3,18,479 1 
21,479 1 


Donaervanry and ! 

i 

8,27,939 

4,29.000 

2,99,000 

2.94.fXJO 


stall nth rncnt* 

2,48,211 

2,19,700 

1 

2,63,000 

2,62,)><X> 1 

Increase in the Revised is duo to the reorgamaa- 

incos 

48.837 

1 

88,000 1 

60.0^30 

1 

1 

61.rK)0 

tion of the liuperml Service and back promo- 
tions. 

Both the budget and the reviled luolod# profiiioi 

pMioies 

12,472 

13,3 JO 

12,000 

13,0')0 

fcr gram coiupeiiHatiou allowaDoa. 

1 

tabkshmeut ... i 

3,04 650 

3,01,000 

3,26,000 

3,2(;,0(X) 


ind B ... ...j 

0.32.489 

7,30,000 

6,24,000 

6,20,000 


are (ono-halO •• j 

3.16,244 

3,66,000 

8,12,000 

8,10,000 
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lM»^Reyutyation — 


Heads. 

19rx;-07. 

1907-08. I 

1908-09. 

Rsmabei. 

Actuals. 

Sanctioned 

eatimato. 

Revised 

estimate. 

Budget 

esiuuate. 

I 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 


Ih. 

Rs 

i:s. 

Rs. 


Bujiennfcndonce 

48.S68 

47.^iOf» 

48, (XX) 

47,(XXJ 


Disfnof ( liargcH — 

(?alcutia 

80, 6U 

25,<XJ0 

S3,(XJ0 

31,000 

Budget provides for larger grant 

itjatnct Sub.liegiHtrari 

1.60,305 

i,07,m 

2, 27, (XX) 

1,80,000 

estanlishmont, and for grain 
allowance. Hevised includea high 
under Salaries and charges for 
nnce. 

Budget includes a lump proviiioi 

hub-lkeg,6'raM 

1 

1 

1 4 69. (KX) 

4,21,tXJO 

5,40,600 

against lis. 10,UO(J in i907-(J8 0 
pay of eslablishuient, and for la 
temporary establishment and gran 
allowance The increase lu t 

under 'J'emjiorary Kstablisliment, ' 
sation Allowance and Rents, Ri 
and oflice expenses. There is h 
sporiding decrease under Sub-Rog 
Budget provides for larger gran 

Hr-offnn, iSub-lii'gialrnrH 

1 4d)j,oo:i 

1,872 

i 

i 1.6(X» ; 

l,oo^» 

l,6tX) 

rary establishment and gram 
nllowaiioe. It also includes lai 
rent of oflices and for purchase 
and for increase in the number of 

Tolfll Dutnet ( liargcB ... 

' 5,93 H24 

{ 6.53.000 

6,82,(XXf 

7MJXX> 


JiUni|» reduction iih jirobaide 
navingH 

! 

1 

1 


8,00,(KX) 

.30,00(1 


doiAl 

1 0,42.6 s7 

1 7,oo,(XXj 

1 7,80,0<Xi 




on Onltnnnj Ihfti — 


I iiK’ivsfH i»ri Advance' ' ' 

anti hoeal Uteouni ... j 2 , 80,226 i iJ.lfi.f'KiO 



3,90d>^H) 


IJa.sed on tho ofitimafod moan 
halunce of loanK (oxcduding the ; 
District Board ol *J 4 *Pargann 8 fc 
drainage) carrying intorcst at 8 
annuo). 


— Ch’ni'nil Afinttnisi ynt ion — 


>*alarv ol Ln'i:t''Mnn;-Ci(n rrni>r 

],Oi..34i 

96. (KK) 

96,000 

96,000 


Stall and honoenolo of incule- 
nniil-Liovenioi .. ... | 

1,19,844 

8fi,(K)0 

l,26.(JuO 

94,0(X» 

Provision has been made for 

i 

Eipemionre from contract | 

allowance .. ... 1 

d our expcii'tc.s ... j 

J.cgislaliVi' Dcpartiijcut ... ! 

60,(K«i 

1.927 

76,698 

60,0(K» 

, 2.1 KM) 

' 75 000 

66, (XK) 
4.000 
86,(X)0 

6(i,(XXi 

2,(X)0 

9l.U>0 

furniture, on account of change 
bevised includes Its. 30,000 £o 
Darbar Hall at Belvedere. 

Budget includes pay of an Assist 

1 iTil Secretariat ... j 

6,13,470 

I 6,23.(.M)0 

6,4O.0(JO 

6,41,000 

and for larger e.stablishment ai 
Provi'ion has been made for larger 

Board «d lu'vcnue ... ... | 

8.13,983 1 

8,01,IX)0 

3,21,000 

8,16.000 

allowances for the proviaion of gri 
tion and travelling allowances. 
Provision hai be‘eo made for the 

( cmmviSKuicrs , , t 

i 

6,13,084 ' 

j 

6,03,000 

4,77,000 

4,88,001 

tablishment of the Controller of i 
and for the increase of pay of copj 

Becrcase m the revised is for not 

1 

OiTil Ofhcci'K of .Accuum and ' 
Anair ... ' 

47,846 

68,000 

' Sl.fXjO 

i 

98,000 j 

the provision for division of Patm 
for sa\ mgs in the grant for revision 
Pancliayet, 

Budget includes R». 18,800 for the 

i 

lions# allowance of ofhcori in 
Calcutta ... ... 1 

1 

i 

*1 

1 

( 

t 

! 

i 

! 

1 

1 

so.ooo ! 

1 


Port Trust Audit. The figures f< 
190'^ -08 represent net charges afte 
audit fees recovered from the 
These recoveries will no longer bo 
tigure.s for 1908-09 and the revii ■ 
1907-08 represent gross ebartte. 

Provided for under several heads. 
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rts of Law^ 


llBAHS. 

1 UdJ6.07. j 

1 

19u7.t»8. 

1 Actuals. 

1 

Sanctioned 
(‘smimto. ' 

If e VI. sod 
estimate. 

1 

! 2 : 

» 1 

4 


IN 

lU. 

Us. 

• •• 

' 7.i?'.rjii 

7,r*)l,(H-tl 



2,7d, hSl 

2,/2dxio 


ndo ... 

2,78,16 { 

2,hSdHK) 

2.79, (MS) 

;><tal)liJ'hment 

f) 1 ,7tt'^ 

4 

•1 N ( It ,1 ) 

... 

ifid>72 

‘J.*, IKKI 

26,1 IS I 

Totol ... i 

1H.M.254 

id.s J im 

iP.M't.flHl 

,v (.ffficern ... j 

b3.6oS 


1,4] ,« sio 

meinbraTieer and 


, 


.it rieaders ... 

1 

89.777 


1,12 (i(M» 

alublihlimcnt ... | 

|. 

2.21.- t)(i 


2. 12. IK til 

Total ... ' 

4 ta.dltr) 


'll 


19(>S.uy. 




\U. 

7 fi2,iHK> 

TIu* uiiTcji't' iv I /ii 1 1 y for uK'rrnu'ulK nihl jtnrtly 
ft r III till' .\i uiiu’i |ial (a\, 

2,ysjHHi 1 ln‘ ifH’iVHsi' |'!iitl\ for iMiit}) |>ro\ isioTi for 
rn.i\',ani/iJMn v\ tiu' iMiitiinli Dllu-o Mini fi-r 
I’fovihiuii for i^riiiu oi iu])uii*<uiioii iiUwwaiioi' 

4 W int I 
2 o,noo 


IM.i»7 <M»(i 


J , J.f, .««» llio nu’ri'tiKi' 14 line to llir iticr»»‘i<' m tho rato of 
I I’orilrar^ al 1<'« aiiri' ( I (i. ^t riittirul Solu'ilitr 
I ('ll aiToinit of ion4 of llio »|iri ml Solicilin 
' lo li(* s fat iojumI a f ii> ia 
j )((> ^iij, 1^, [iro\ I I i 'll bi in^ iiiitilo fiir 

t> J'rcMoni lor ruui htn. ost iMiuhtiU'iil 

j «ik1 Ioi Ifirot'i fui feci* to rioiiiloja 

I'lio incri'ijsu IN dm' to liui'i'i for foi'i (o 

' J‘iot»doi ^ iii vww ,.| tlu* lu luaN. 

'I, !'().( till) , ^ •'ovi*'rd JK liMHi'd on llio iicUmlN nf tvu'lro 

_____ I I'miiiij; Dcooiubei IU<'7 


d 

,oisir itcH— 

ICC Court 

7.s:i9 

1.^)7. 9fi.s 

8.01 Ml 

1.10,011(1 

8,000 

1.2J,(rOo 

8,000 

1 . 1 8,000 

pstritc 

G17 

.. .. 


7, OO'I 

ons Courts — 
SeN.siori" »l udf^cs ... 
.Irnl^c 

lull C.iusc Court 

' h.dh.i.'s 

i 4 H.lUiJ 

; 1N.IS4 

1i),2s,1(1.^t 
j 92, '(jo 

8.49 995 

4 51.101 

1 C052 1 
10.32,8. ,8 i 
33 400 ' 

8.99.00(1 
4.1'" t'lHl 

1 0 IHM) 

lO.t's.ie lO 

J 2''.ooo 

8.39.050 
4.47.1 to 
13 379 
]o,3s.<»3/ 
1.13 oik; 

Services 

2,7(j,9s.' 

2 . 5 .S. 61 K 1 

2,95,(XM» 

2,Ki '.1(1 »( / 

3 

iij; l]stab!ishmcrii 

91.775 
! 4.f> 1,5 j 1 

1 .02.!tO-j 
4,4S,29S 

?,03.''(-h 

4>,cooo 

J.Oi 3oi' 
4,8.1, / 98 

bable savings ... 


-91.210 


— 97 171 

To‘al 

32,70 :o-> 

31 ifiijiiin 

33.9^0 0 

.32 5:t (K;0 

it of Small (.diu^'e.'' 

1 71.925 

1 6 '.Oo(i 

1 n2 0<)(i 

i.7.;.ooo 

blishaicnl 

! ^,‘26,436 

1 8.29,000 

1^ 79,00 ) 

19.1 lO.lKMi 

Kstabiisbment , 
ig bi'Tlablishiuciit 
Irils, 

lable .MiVings ... 

1. os, 2 72 
99,5(> ' 
1,1 72 

1 ,Oj,<i0,j 

92,000 

1,12 00 
1,02 Oo'i 
2,00 1 

1,03,00(1 

” -‘’c(M. 

Total ... 1 

70,35.720 ‘ 

20 •23,‘i<M» 

2 ,92 lUf't ' 

— — — . * 

21 JieOo'O 

.ruination cbarot*4 

for increase of 
erial Establish- 

1.3 318 
53,286 

1 

J3 000 
68,0(Xi 

2,17,IXK> 

14 00^1 

1 i IMKI ■ 
53.'MKr 

2,17 0'/» 


lion for probable 


1 

77, Hj I 

l.oT.MKi I 


JnerenS" ik for llie Mpp 'mtim’Of (tf u fourlU 
J'losiilriH y laio. |(,|' 111, 11, IS,. ,1 t,rtihl lor 

<Imi;,H'soI Mtii-tss'd uiim-h (‘4 (lit! tidinj^ 

( '"lift and lor eoni uii'i-ii, i,'s 
liif ehiu'^o lor Halioy oii'\ nndrr tho tiew 

iirrn/ii.'oiti('nt i*. rcri.vorcd IroMilio' (oioomfion 
nliilo tio\ oiium tit Ima lo )).!} loi esiabllnhuiotd 
Hiid eonliii^oiieii h, 


'I lie imret'^c i** tinder f'^tahlislinionl. 

I he inoto'is, ih ihiefli ioi |.;rMin i oinjK nhiil loii 
.‘d low 0,1 «' n tj n )M I I i ^ tor I rii t oi i j I'n all ova tiro. 

1 to llici O 1 '>(• 1 » hll o d ' Ij ,0 I led i I I ncl udoM OOK f 
oi .S( HHioi.. M r,n,l < Kijuind hv 

ft dfs iiinl J'tdilir )hoo i iiii)j < 

llie iiHTi «i'»t l^ lot ;^iiiii' rniii j ii iiHjiliuti a I low all C'*). 


I li<> rtlMi'd n« htiHcd oj, ten iie.hllid iii-tluilN, 

ihidj^' * iJi-U'les Inr^i] ^ratd lot (eilif Iii^iliciwt 
Hli't '* 11 ’ 1 O W II IK !• 

Lirnei pioMsion made lor Invcllin^' rind ^t;iajn 
h 1 i< -W'l r,c r > Mild lot horiin, incfcnso u;jd'’r 

It iii'iiK t.i! loll t(j -Tijij (’.in t itiy rneitju. 

j I I'h exp] iLifihoL under iilt vi nuo. 


Total 


7i,(J'J,956 7i,19d>Xi ! ! 
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9D . — — 


il j, w>». 




iyo7-o8. 


. fennctioned Kevis-nl 

Actuals. (wtiMialc. c'stiiu'ilc 

' 2 i 


19<>8-09. 


(•sinuate. 


iiTMlBES. 


Bupf'DulomlciiM' 

,Sn|'cr niul Jailori' 

M( (hcjil J.sta' liHhiuciit 
( '1, riciil. loual (iTui 

M<m li/iuical I' v(n])lisliuu-ul(« 

N\ arilrr liiictit 

MrtM.il aiicl oilui hsliiblisli- 
mriils 

lijrlury ('hiu'nen 

llcsjdtal CliM-^CH 

C'j(;lliitM,^ aiul 
|‘risoiirrh 

kSuMllllUitl C'llMI ^CH . 

ii't I'riSOIK'I'B ... 

AIjh rllMiiruuh SciMfcs aiul 

Nll|.|'lirw 

AUuvMiui-cs 

(Mur^cs 

I'lvf ra"hlinai\y ici n>vc- 

stdi'lv iiuil 'i oi’ls an i I'lniA 

t'luu|.;cs l(U‘ I’mIicc ( tiHli'd}’ 

'1 mI.'iI .l.'tils .. . 


ui 


.Itiil Mdiinlacl ui es 
J^'l UtHi.S 




Tol.al 


J'i (••iiili 111‘V I'i'lua — 

I'lilirc I '(Miimitisioiu'i il^upcr* 
n.KMuiciiCi) 
i. aicutln I’olice ... 


Ursjvlal (’liai'jiiicH 
ml I’i'lue 
(.'ill ill' }icmid» 

Jiivi'i INiii'i' 

Sail I’olicc 

rMllcc l»rMil-lioiisi* 

Linni> pioMHK'ii loi 
retorni 


I’mIicc 


Ph 

Us ; 

Jls. j 

Bs. 


fj7,Xn<> 

eo.oo 1 

56,' '(to 

57, ('(X) 

Tli(> snnctioiicd (mtiinnte for 1907-(i8 
jiroi isiou for tlie revision of Jail Code, 

l,89.f 59 

2 , 02 .((tlo 1 

1,89 000 ' 

I,97.()0o 

F.slimate reduced in view of past actua 

90,522 ' 

29,0 0 1 

3« >,( )( »( > 

30.0' Id 


1 

22(1 1 

400 I 

450 ‘ 

i 400 


1,54.290 ! 

1,57,0( 0 j 

l.G7,0(/O ! 

j 1,59,000 


10,-: 2 2 ' 
7.55.190 

9.5' '0 , 

io,{.oo 

1 10, "00 

Jliglicr estimate due to high ]>ricei 
g fains. 

5. lit,* 00 ; 

7 (»1,0(( ' 

; 5.5s . 00 " 

1.7,598 ^ 

05,(jO5 

70.000 

i 69.450 


51 991 ' 

70,000 : 

57,00(1 

1 50 , 0' 10 

KsLimatc reduced in view of actuals. 

28.290 

33.000 

Hi , 000 

; 32.((Oo 


4 .331) ; 

4») '.00 1 

39,000 

43.00(> 



2;.r)i >t) 

i 

:n,' in I 

4K7S'> ' 


l J.' Mil. 

'JM 

I2.n 


1 ' 1,10,821' I'^tiiniilc based on local retjuircmcnts, 

Hh^ooo .88,000 Kstim.iir raiHcil to provide for Krairi 

1 1 ion allon Hiice 

, 8 |.<h ;0 ! 85,2o0 ,0 

I 1 ;> ]‘]stiiiiaU.s based on actual rcquireme 

41,000 ‘.!G 785 ) 

j;-{o(H» 18.295 ; 


1(5, 7. too ; M OS f t.o . 


K ), 50 000 I 


ir>.90 0oo 


'roiftl 

Municipal I’o'ice ... 

Supcriutioulciict! 

Ihstnct roller Foice— 
Salaru's 

Police Vorev 

Tiaimi.g Seboi U ... 

Kslftblmbniont . . 
HoapHnl t'luoficN... 
Allowances 

Supplies nud 8onu'e« 


Contiiigeneios 

Other Police ... ... 1 

Lump proTi«ion for Iveorgniu- ' 


]',;{i). 02 t 

lO.(iO. 0 (;O 

10 . 75,000 [ 

JO.( 3 >. 0 (X> 

12 

J 000 , 

i_ 

.... ^ 

25 53.135 ; 

21 .' 5 '.o( 

27.25.(/uO j 

25.5o.oOO j 

()''.33" . 

53000 

59.('( x* 

51.(X(o , 

9.7A,22'i 

9.3 

9,92.000 

! 

10 .‘- 0 . 0 (X) , 

1 

22.03N 

25 l"4 

, 

1 29.000 

28,1 00 

51 32 

3. .Oil 

, jh.o(/o ' 

43O"0 

2 . '( 0 . 

2 . 430 

I'.UOO 

2 5o" 

it. 521 - 

10.500 

8 O 0 (. ' 

• 2 'l 0 'K» 

440 




1.352 

J.' 100 

2.000 

1,5()0 


.3.>.o( I » 


40,001' 

1 1.31 .375 

11 . 11.000 

11 , 20,000 

12.19.0<X> 

o4,505 

CO.OO" 

54,000 

91 i.U< >0 

2 . 28.773 

! 2.08.0tV' 

2. 40,0(10 ' 

2 . 12 . 0 ( 0 

4.51,750 

’ 4.' 0.000 

4,86 IKK' 

5,6o.tMK» 


Ksliinatr basi'd on local letjui rein cut 
actuals. 


90.2 7. KSO 


80.K).(>t0 


32. 98, t, (At 


31.' ').» fK> 


1.47, U7 ’ 

J,16,( 00 , 

1. 60,000 

1,26.00 ' 

1.08.872 ' 
42.451 ' 
6 . 2 ;. 588 J 

),20.(AK1 j 

d-.OiJO > 
8.81,000 1 

1.10.(Ht" : 

47.0(A) ' 
7,28.000 

1.20.' 00 , 
40, (-00 ; 
6,50.500 1 

6,81.441 j 

4,19.(XK) i 

1 

6,78,000 1 
i 

4,86, (XK) 

l,7:M3l 

28,880 

t 

2,63.000 1 
2(bOuO ’ 

j 

1 

1,7C,0(X) ‘ 
2j, 000 j 

2.('6,0(')O 

J6.0(X) 

i 

i 0 AK f iiin 1 

.... 1 

S.60.000 


Incrca.sc is due to increase in the 
Sub-J nsjiccior.'^, Poiropcan (duis 
Nalive I'onslables, and to provisio 
allouanoe and increased i^raut fe 
Services and JieiitK, PuleB and Taxi 

Increase due to increase in the 
etiiisl ables. 

Increase due to ' tiic appointment 0 
C'<)m^ul^''K)ner of Pivcr I’olice, and 
conslalilcs 

riiis IS a ]iortion of the lump grant < 
Police reform. 


Budget provnicB for uropii chai 
drduetion of the cash t.Mkeii from 
M urueijial'i V which will be rob 
charge. 

IneriMise due 10 lorg r grant for c 

1 and ^ra^eIl^ng allowance. 

1 

Increase due to increase in the 
I Ilisinet 8upenntendent8, Assist 
: Supenatendents and Peputj Supei 
Increase is due to ilie increase in th 
Iimpeciora and Sub-lospcctors. II 
bles and Constables. 

Budget includc.s fixed conveyance 
Bs. 6,4M.t sauctioned in the JR 
Scheme. 

Budget include! about three lak 
compensation allowance, 
tiidget includes larger grants for pi 
tion, purchase of tents and boats, 
for laud, escort charges and Ordn 
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^2 — 


IIkaoh 

ll>fK>-07 

1907*08. 

1908-09 

RcVlfiKS. 

( 

1 

Aelufijn. 

SanetjoTied 
* estimate. 

Revised 

ei'tiinute. 

Budget 

1 csturate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


K.S. 

1 

j Its 

Itn 

' IW 


(f ;ii vt r *- 1 < y ••• ■ 

W).7:.4 

I 80,000 


! SO.fKlO 


J)'ror1i(in 

1.2'>,f,2] 

' l,()i),OiO 

1.40,</t)0 

J.tiO.G 0 


J peC ion — 

1 jU'jjeff Th uf Europi nti bchoolp 

2M.i4] 

J 1 ,7‘jtj 

29,500 

27,000 

1 fnerense due to tlic appointment of oil 

j ri.'poct jf H of other ols ... 

4,41.501 

4.62.800 

5,40,500 

6,60, GfX) 

higher pay ami also for an auditor for 
111(0 the nceounts of ICtirupean sehcola. 
Increase due to tlic /ijipointrmuit of ad 

^THpecInr of IIohIi-Im pmI 
.StiKhnti' 



1 

4t)0 1 

lns])rctors, Assistant Inspectors, Dci ii 
peeiors, .Aosistant InspertrcBscs, Sub-Im 
and A'.sistant Sub Inspecturs and fo 
establidinicut and for increased grant 
travelling allowances and continytcneie 
Budgi't includes Rs 2,23,616 for ins 
dgciiey in connection witli primary 

It includes lis. 27, 3<jt> for salary of mspet 

f/i/f /— rrobublc siningH 


4,78,«JO<' 



t,.8''P)t'0 ; 
38,000 , 

1 


To al 

4,tU.7t>> 

4d).l,< t"(i 

5.7o,tioo 

6.50/00 j 


Ci<ivcrriTncnt Cnillo'.'cs, (icucnil— - 
J'.ngliOi Cnlb'gcs - 
Arts C'ullcgc'' ... 

1 

j 4.2I.<)00 

i 4,39,00 » 

1 

4.‘Jt.t«X> 

'file increase in the revised is chiefly 

Eden llmdu Hostel 

IVA llil» 

34. Mtt< 

, .S7.orK» 

3t5.(jOO 

salaries. 

Beihuru' (^iUc'!.',cb 

47.7fs(j 

1 42,000 

56,500 

24.<;(/t> 

JUm icmkc due to the transfer of eb.ar 

For mrciigdoiiing llio Ktull nt 
►rvcrnl ( ’ollcgcs' ' 




25.(ioO 

Si’lio'd Dcpai 1 iiM'iit to the bead 
grill ml. Ihe iiierettse in the rc'Msed if 
Hiiluries. 

Oricjital t «d - 

Oanhknt College ... ... 1 

4s,'Jti;{ 

' ,Mt),90f» , 

1 52.5t«) 

28,. 300 * 

A Decrease due t«> lh(‘ tranafer of the 

Cnlciillii I\1 iii]r!i>>*<'i 

1 

hlMlOO I 

67,*)< 0 ' 

30.100 

of the ScJjOol l»eparrtiientg to Govt 
) tnlioolb, Geiierid. 

EJliod AlndiiiHsji llost<-l 1 

4.1 - , 

4 650 ' 

4,(iOt» 

5, H^o 

PfoviMoii lor eiietiuingeireiit i 
(jJ tin* iithlelie ('lub , ; 

1 

.... ! 



60o i 


Eijiembtun' ou petty eouH- 
tnietion and repmrs .. i 

1.m:o ! 



1 


1' viK-nditioe on liiiiiiluin niid 

f|ppi’'UtUS 

i 

L':f,C4(. 

I 

M' l.dO!) 

35. otto 


J tfduel prcdtnlde Nrn lUgs 


6 ! 
pi '.<)(» ) 


6.1 7,( 00 



Tdtfii 

0,8S 6V/ ' 

5,07.1 It M ) 

» ,75 Oot ' 

6.17,00" 

(. oevnnient C’olleges. I'roti i.- 
Merial-— 
j.fiu (.'elleges 

Civil riigiueenng CVlegi, 

1 

4.7<><' 

4,(r(>'> 

4,100 

Nbjiur, Heurah 

2,71,514 

3,tf2,StM> 

3,14,0U0 

8,27.700 

Expciuli lure on luriiitnre and 





jij'panilus ... ... 

iTovisinii lor hlarting 'rraining 




40,6fJO 

(''ilU'g<b ut llouglily Ill'll 
Bliagalpui 

1 

3,188 , 

14 5<>6 


15,601» 


1 

3,: 6 0 '0 


3,88.(00 

f.rt ITelmble Savings ... 

1 

5d/-M) 


18.000 

Total 

2 78.512 

2.76,<'0<' 

' 3.23, .JUO 

8,7o.O(H» 

(iytoriimeut Schools, General ... 

6.92, 83(» j 

6,61,0'Xt 1 

1 6.29.1K1) 

6, 91. (AX/ 


, Incroag^^duc tn inorcasr of pay m con'^cquf 
the Fforganization of tho > ducat jonnl ! 
and for rncreasod grant for tiupph 
iSernces, boarding charges and reut%. ra 
taxes. 

Evtiiimtc based on local ruquirementi for 
aliop cquipuieid and electrical appiral 
laboratoricH of the several Depart ui^pnt a 
Eiigineering College in connection with t 
I'uiveraity Hegulalioui. 


Increase is due partly to the inclusion 
cost of Bethune Suhof-l and School I 
nents of the Sanskrit College and the Ci 
Mudrass under this head, instead of undi 
leges as bcf(-re ; and partly to increased c 
of High Schools owing to the re-organiza 
the Educational Service , also for good c 
prises and for provision for grain compel 
allowance ; and for larger grant for fui 
and apparatus to meet the requirements 
several schools in connection with the t 
sity Eegulationa. Budget includei £s. 
for Primary Education and Bs. 69,748 fo 
schools bcsidei Bethune School. 



The Bengal Financial Staiemenifor 190S-09, 


G9 


5 fl / JO w— “OOttcld . 


___ -ra«B 

1906.07. j 

1907-08. ; 

liliDB. 

Actuals. 

Sanctioned 

Bt'ViBed 


estimate. 

estimate. 

1 1 

2 1 

1 

8 

4 


Ba. 

Bs. 

Ks. 

»nt Schools, Special ... 

3,97,670 ^ 

1 

5.95 ,0U> 

j 

i 

3,86,000 

1 

i-aid 

10,60,973 , 

1 

8,66,0(JO 

i 

i 

13,00,000 1 

lips 

1 ; 

i ' 

1,55,210 ; 

, I 

1 

l.cu.uio 

i 

1 

1,64,000 

□•ous ... 

1.06,647 

1 ; 

1 

1,09,000 j 

78,OCtO 

iroTision for Primary 
tion, including addi- 
8ul)-In«pccting Agency 

1 4,319 1 

1 

6.6(K) ’ 

1 

1 

4,000 

r junior Inspcctrc.ss, etc 
irovuiou for Ttchnical 

1 

4,04,2(X) j 

• # 1 St* 

tion 

iitation of the salaries 
iccrg of the Education 

; i 

36,000 ' 

1,41,2U) ^ 


tment 

! 



reduction as probnblt 

! 

1 

j (_)66,('00 


Total 

. 1 88,60,750 

1 42,y6.U)0 

! 42.62, UK) • 

1 


Bimabei. 


Uuiiu«*t 

estituftto. 


7J6(X)0 ’Incrpaup isliiu' to InrpprKranti* for snlanpi owtn;; to 

’ the reorKftnifiition of thp K.itioiUoiiEl vSpnrip#; 

! f<»r larger mant for ^ratu ttHowarjorw nini tinder 
j (liptiiig I'liarge* ol the Ktfornifiiory SchooU 
i owinj; to hi^ii V^'-cn of tooil-Kraina. Budget 

I luoludc*^ Bs. 4,62.22s for primary cduoation 
i mid lU. Hl.f )''0 for Irmale ociuoRfion Tho 

I dooretKC in the rori»p<l ih diu* to non-utiliiation 
i (d tin- largo p‘»'‘t‘''» K*’*”** 

I struotion of guru tnmuug sidiool l)Uildmgn, wluoli 
' loiH l.oon r- priHiia-r<l in tho budgol for iioit yoar 
16,61/KX) , Budget lufludca Ka 6,f)l.()(>ii for graiiti to 
Dounct Boards liitliorio provided for under tho 
! adjiistiiig head ( f Oontributioiis from ProTiii- 
I iMiil to Local. TIjc Imlanoe i» tor otdinary 

j granlH by (lu* Kduration Dcparfu'i'''* inrludiim 
; ru . B«. l.Sb.7oS forgianlNto primary ■cluKiii, 

I lis. l.fb.tHO foi gninla to girls' ichoole and 
j 1\8. Bi.tHMl for buKtcls and mesH housed. 

170 UK) ! Pudgot mrludes prorismn for normal inrreaim. 

’ ’ 1 It incltulca \U 17.200 for acliolawh.pd ni 

I primary schools and lU. 2,U)d for girls aohoola. 

75 UK) ' The docrease is due to Ihi* transfer of tlie chargoa 
; on account of nuit of boardingdiousai troiii 

! thiH Hubboad 10 llmt of KranU-in-aid. Ifm 
3 000 I li«N neccsHitiitod by the l»-anifor of the 

I control over thodo hostoli to ibo UiUTeriiiy* 


50,57/ KK* 
(— )5(>.U)0 

50,01,OUj ; 


.VB.— The budget incluuei the following proviaiou for ynmiri/ Aud/rmaU cdueatiun: 


Primary kdtuaiiun 

8ab-Inipecting Agency 
Jnspectmg Moulrici 
Circle achoola 
Continuation scliooU 
Primary schouli for boys and girli 
Part cost of reorganization of L 
Subordinate Educational Service 

Model Muktabi ... 

Training inatilutes for primary i 
teachers 

Guru-training aohooli, Orisia 
Gran is.LQ -aid 
SaholarNbpi 


2,()0/)i)0 
l,S0o 
14, ()♦>') 

BI.8U) 


4,31,000 
7/K)8 
1 ,89,708 
17,200 


Frmale Pduraticn. 
Inappction ■. ••• 

Bethunc College ... ... ••• 

I)o. school 
Girld’ achouid 
Kurai'ong Scliool 
Muhammadan J' emalu Education 
Training institutes for girls 
Allowance for achool-mastors vriyos 
Zenana Elducatiou by central galbcring 
Female teachers’ house to house visitation 
Grants-in-aid .. ... ••• 

ScholariUipa ... 


' A part of ttiis is lacJodad un4«r Vnmsry 
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6]^,— Medical — 



1906-07. 

1907-08. 1 

1908.X)9. 


lilADI. 

1 


I 



BcMlfiXS 

Actuals. 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

Bevised 

estimate. 

Bud({et 

estimate. 

1 1 

3 

8 

4 

6 

6 


Kitdioal HstabliHiimeDt-~ 
buperiiitencleucc 
District Medical EaUblish- 
uieul 


JReBorre Medical Officer! and 
bubordiuntua ... 

Total 

loipitali and Jliapeniariei — 
iVoBidrncy 11 oapitaU and Oil- 
nensarma— 

Medical College Hoapital ... 


General Hoipital 
Canijibcli ILoHpital 

Albert Victor Aiylum for 
Lepers 

Miifaisnl Hospital! and 
Oupeniariei .. 

Qrinti to Mufaiial Hospitals 
and OiMjiensarioi 
Medical cbargen in ronuertion 
witli the Inland Labour 
Transport Fund ... ' 


Hi. 

7i,(m 

4.97,071 

17.427 


Hi. 

69,(J(Ji) 

6.]0,(XXi 

20.rKK) 


Ks. 


C.t‘G,6(XJ 6/.; 9,000 


3,11,619 


2,26,1.11 

92,900 


22.027 

66,132 

1,62.078 


2,56.0 lO 
9.", 000 


22,800 

73,000 

1,26,2^0 


69,000 j 
4.87,000 

14.00f) 


6,70,(J0(J 


Bs. 

70,000 

6 , 20,000 

20,OCO 


6 , 10 . 00 ) 


I 


2,31,000 


2.16.000 

95,000 


24, (KX) 
67,000 
1,94.000 


Increase is specially under Salaries, ow 
to the increase in the number of ofl 
jiartly for increase of establishm 
decrease in the rensed is under Salari 


2,60.000 Increase is chiefly under Supplies 
vices, for increased charges for diet 
stores and maintenance of electric i 
plant, and rents, lates and taxes. 


2 .5.3,000 
1 ,04,000 


28.000 


Increase is for larger provision for g] 
pensation aliovrance. 


70,000 . Increase is due to larger grants for diet 
I ical stores. 

1,46,600 Increase is for larger grants. 

1,600 I 


Total 

7,7(>„887 

7,()9,00<» 

8.26.(XX 

1 8,33.0(X) 

imtation and Vaccination 

2,82.063 

j 

2,2i,0>0 

2,32,000 

7,08.000 

anti for Medical purposes — 
kxpenscR ilunng the preva- 
il ren nf }iliiguo 
SsInbiiMhuieut for working 
tUnylon apparatus lu the 
Port of Culcuttu 
£x|)enses during the preva- 
lence of oj'idciuics 

7alue of medical stores 

Jrauls to Uistru’t Funds 

81,724 

2,2i 6 
.S3U 

1 90.008 

1 2<',000 

^ G.tiOO 

18,000 




90,00) 

1 

s.coo 

l/'OO 
: 4,000 

Ixohange compensation allow- 
anccB 

204 j 




Total Grants for Medical 
purpose* 

84,4(14 

1.34,000 

1 

OS.tXXI 1 

1,08,000 

iical Schools and Colleges — 
edioal Cullegc 

2,22,711 

1 

2,89.000 j 

2,17.000 

2,62,800 

edieal Schools, „ ,, 

1.18,376 

1,23,000 1 


l,2S,8oO 

Total 

3,11,080 

8,62,000 j 

3.38,000 1 

3,76.000 

atic Asylum ... 

1,31,771 

1,82,000 

1,48, OCX) 

1,64,000 ! 

dal Hospital ,,, 
nioal Examiner 

11, U9 , 
88,812 

11,000 

48,1.00 

12, OCX) 
43,000 

13.500 
66.600 ; 


S,087 

2,000 

2,000 j 

2.000 

V dedaotioA as probable 
ings ... ,,, 




38,60,000 

80,000 


Budget includes provision for revision 
nnlion establishment, for an additional 
Vamnation Le}>6t at Kanchi and fo 
grants under AlioTrances, specially f 
ailoisance. It also includes a lump i 
of 4^ lakhs for Sanitary luiproveinents. 


Tins If a new head, opened in ronieqn 
the abolition of the adjusting head *' 
butions from Provincial to Local." 


Increase ia for appoinemant of a wLo 
Professor of Biology. 


increase ii due to revision of establis 
and for larger grants for gram allowance 


, - VI m ruvi 

iixamiiier and an Assistant Chemical Izai 
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genti and allowancei 
>, etc. ... ••• 

ju. _ 

Total ... 41,248 

itific and other Minor Departments 

and Stallion charges 1,16,412 


gtitute .. 

0 Scientific Societies 
al cultivation ... j 


1 

1906-07. 

1907.08. 

1 1908.09. 


Actuals. 

Sanctbvnod 

eatiinatr. 

Revised 

estimate. 

1 Budget 1 
1 estimate | 

RjUiiis. 

3 

3 

4 

( 

6 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Ri 

Rs 


29,970 

86.000 

82.000 

89, (too 

I'.stimate based on actual reiiuiremauti. 


100 


100 


6»619 

n.9(K) 

9.000 

6.9(tO 

Ditto ditto. 

4,769 

6,tt(«> 

1 

7.000 j 

6.000 


il,248 

45 (KK) j 

48.(>00 j 

6(MKK) 



1,16,412 

1,32 000 

i 

1,42,000 

1.68,000 


400 



36,000 

8,000 

11,000 

8,0(K) 

8,34.682 

3,38,700 , 

1 

1 

8,88.()(H) 

6,00,000 

2,31,951 

2.28.(xx) ; 

2,08,000 

2,69,0(XJ 


)itums snd fairs ! 
aud otlier public 


14,092 

1,19.602 


3 600 

I 

1,5], 400 ' 


8,000 
J ,00 (»0 ) I 


8,6(X» 

1 . 98.600 



I2,lf'7 

24,000 

31,000 

41.600 

Factories 

24.801 

31,MlO 

26,000 

31.900 

nd Statistical Me- 

1.466 

J,60U 

1,600 

i,CtiO 

17.813 

le.fXKj 

76. (KK) 

80,(X)0 

of Railway traffic,. 

7.068 

9.0(0 

7.000 

11,600 

of Uiver-borne tratiii' 

3,132 

7.000 

6,0' *0 

C (KK) 

latistics 

and translation of 

28,66.3 


3^li,o«X> 

38,3(0 

.nuscripts 

6,920 

7,000 

10,000 

JO.OCKl 


1.856 

1,6(0 ■ 

2.(00 

J,6(>0 

Mines... 1 

508 1 

1 


40(1 

9.77J , 

JO.ftt-KI 

12,000 

10,000 

Co-operative Credit | 

16,286 

2b,(XiO i 

29,0(Xl 1 

1 

36.5(»0 



18/XJO ! 

j 

16,(00 ! 

18,(;0(i 

J ... , 

638 t 

600 ; 

7(0 

strict Funds 


1 

1 


9,^KJ(J 

1.3,78,000 

ction as probable 


t 

... 

l,(/t,000 

Total 

».7S.»64 

iO,60,(XO 1 

11,00,000 j 

12.78.(XO 


I KMtimalp bnsod on aotuMl rrquireinf'niB. U in* 

I cludrs proviHioii foi iiuTPastui ('HiAbli'-liincnt for 
A'ofcriiinrj luitructioii ami ailiiilionnl grant for 

C>»tltlllgCliCJCfl. 

I The aotuaU include special grant of lU. 36,0<j0 
tor the Dnlliousic Institute, 
lludgct includes H«. 60,000 for fitting up the 
Agiicult'iriil College and linborivtories and addi- 
tional grunt for I'-xpcnnionlal I'anns, Agn- 
I’ullurBl Insjioctors and contribution lo Agr> 
rulturnl Ashucialioiis and Its. 22,0(10 for silk 
<'X pcriincnts 

Budget inclutlci B.‘i. 6(t,0(K) for the purchase of 
Cinclionn Btirk, and largpi grants tor J'.uropeau 
sto^’es and }>urcUusc ot machinery. 

Budget iiicludei Bs. 6,0(10 for rebuilding tlie oflice 
of the Ibnjceling garden arui increase of pay of 
Head gar»I' ner It also iiieliidei a provision cf 
Hs. 6<»,tKK» for the lunintennnoe ot tlie gartleus of 
liovermiient iloiisc, Hastings Hoiiso, ns well as 
otlier garileiis in Calcutta and Saml>al]H)re 
Budge; inciudei Bs. 19,St)4, being the charge 
of tlio Inland Bahour 'rransport whioh will be 
j>roviiiei«li»e(l Irom lit April 


Kstimate based on actual requiremenls. It in- 
clud's ji.'iy of Assistant bujierinteudcnl and 
ruldi* tonal eslubUshmeut 


Budget iTipludes additional grant of Bi. 1,000 
sanctioned lo Ibe Asiatic Soeicly 


Bndg k inclndoi pay of a Denuly Collectoi 
eunpl 'ved us Borsonal Assistant, and larger giant 
for cstubhsbrnenl. 


Bepresenit grants to Diitrioi Boards for 
Veterinrtrr and other charges, formerly adjusted 
under the head Coiitribalions Irotn I'roriucial 
10 Local.” 
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[21st 


30. — Siationgry and Printing. 



P'06.07 

J 907.08. 

1 908-09. 


Haai/s 

’ 




Bbmibki. 

1 Actuals 

Sanctioned 

3fo?ised 

Budget 



estimate. 

Estiruato. 

P^stimatc. 


I 

2 

3 

4 

4 

6 

Stationery O/IJoc at the Preii- 

Ks 

Ks. 

its. 

Rs. 


Slationery pnreJiasi.d iu the 

C3,6(53 

Of), (MX) 

66.0(XJ 

69,000 

Incrsaie is due to provision for grain all 

country 

Government Presses 

8.3.684 

4.83.463 

8 8, (XX) 

4, 76, (MM) 

j 

84.(X)0 

6,75,(X)0 

1 j 

; 37.000 > 

I 6,14,200 

1 Budget includes provision forgrtin allov 



1 1 


1 ’ 

cost of stores indented for from 


j 

1 

i 1 

j 

I 

Revised includes larger grant for p 
establishment and payment of gram c< 

3'rinting nt IVivalu IVessos 
Sfafioncry supjdied Irom Contrni 

2,716 

1 

1,(M)0 1 

J,(XJ0 1 

1 

3,000 

tiun allowance 

Stores 

7,01,191 ' 

6,85, (XX) ! 

6,89.(XJO 

6,68,000 1 

Estimates of the Controller of Station 

JvefunJa 

6' 6 j 

).(M)0 i 

l.CMX) 

1 

' 800 

Printing. 


^ ^ i2,h[),2(J2 j I iy,6(),(XKj j 12, 92,(XX) 


3.2, — Miacfllaneom. 


Khodrlft r’linrj’f** I 

Trivolliii^^ allowfinpps to otll ’rr* 
atlcndiDg pxaniifiat lofifi i 

linwra^-il for })roti( joiipy in ('tn- 
ental lanKiinp'‘H, and itllowHiioo 
to Laiigungt' Examiniitiun Com-! 
mitu'o ... ... I 

Toat of books and publirations t 
Pouations for cliantablo l ur- ' 
pon'i ... I 

Chargoa on aooouiit of Kuropoan | 
vagrants ... j 

Howards for dcitrurtion of wili 
atuinnls 

Polly eatabliuhnionfs 
8p0i‘ial Ooinmiiisioiis of Enquiry 
IrrroovoraMo toiiiporary loans 
wniton off 

lionl. and Taxes 

Coutnbiiliuna 

Af iioollan^oua and unforeifon 
e barges 




]S,S63 17/KiO 

<5,4411 ^,(XX) 


12,965 

600 

21,(M)0 

j 1,000 

1,61,676 

1 1,66.000 

4,963 

1 

9,000 

6,764 

2,814 

86.981 

7,0(XJ 
18, (MM) 
60, (XM) 

350 

80,790 

842 

8,000 
3r..o(M) 
i (i.lHM) 

i 

1 

6.367 ' 

1 

' 7,000 


U.tKKl J6,0{K) 

y,000 ( 7, (MX) 


14,000 

1,000 

17.000 
; l.(X)() 

1. 62, (MM) 

1 1 ,40,000 

7,0 >0 

9, (XX) 

7,(XK) 1 
I6.t)00 1 
99,000 

7.0(X) 
17 tMK) 

1 .20,tXK) 

6,0(X) 

33,000 

6, (KM) 

' 8.(K)0 

87.0IK) 

: 28.000 

j 

4,000 

' 7,fm 


Budget baled on actual rcqiiireinet.ta. 


j ana iva. 20, (XX) for uniorcscea reqmreine 
' Biidget includes Ka. 17,000 for grand to i 

I boards for general purposes. 


Miseellaueons ri»fmuis 
Kxtraordinary iieiu 


Lnmp deduction as probable 
savings 


Total 


16.770 

960 

9,000 

1,32.000 

l.CKK) 

fi.CXK) 

. 




j 4,l8,0(Xi 




j 

26,000 

3,46,620 

! 3,70,000 1 

4,97,000 

8,93,000 


IleTised includes special refunds ow 
reduetiOD in ihe rate of interest o 
and Eajanore drainage advances from 

lonV^^i t'ffect unde 

1902 and to tbe actual maintenanc 
baying proved much less than ti 
estimated at the time of tboir capital 


40 ,^^Pai/tfay Pgrenvg Account - Subsided Company^o had. 


Land oht^ei of the Bengal Pro- 

1 1 ^ 

I ^ 

1 _____ 

vineial Railway ... 

1,000 

[ J,000 1 j 
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rigatum-'M^ Worit—lWorfong Etpetuea)— 


Emavb. 


1906*07. 

1907-08. 

1908-09 


. 

Actual!. 

Sanctioned 

eatimate. 

EcTiaed 

estimate. 

Budget. 

eatimate. 

BtiUBxa. 

1 


1 ^ 

3 

4 

6 

6 



Hi. 

Ha. 

Bi. 

Ks. 


iDtll 

•e Canal ... 
al Canalf ... 
all •*. 

inal 

... 

8,99,092 

1.61.123 

61.493 

6,73.896 

3.304 

3.46.000 

1.68.000 
41.000 

5,66,400 

3,600 

4,81,300 

2,00.000 

4t,0(H> 

6,62,700 

11.000 

1 

8.95.000 

2.36.000 

48.000 

6.86.000 

10.000 

Th« inoreM^o in the rerieed i, („ bieher mnle. 

ten.nce ch«rK.,-lluJp,t follow, the ectaeJ* 
Budget lucludee lie. 60,000 for eilt cletriooe. 

Ben, eel iueludea Urfer gmnte for repeire . •( 

1 ll<Mid damages. Biidirct includea Jli. 25,000 tor 
renewal of plant of Dehri workshop# 

Total 

- 

11,88,9l7 

11,04,000 

13,49,000 

12, 76.014) 


Igation^Major 

Works— (Interliit 

on Debt ) — 






21,21,310 

31,62.9<X) 1 

21 23,000 

21,24,000 ^ 

The decrease la due to the rednetion of the rtU 
of interest on the productir# portion of the 
debt in reference to the areraga inoideMc 
of interest actually paid in each year. 


yr Work$ and Navtgaiinn— 


ARni; OP TrrE 
DEPAUTMENX. 


nti under the con* 
cm — 

•hmenti 
?anci>f .. 

nance char^ci of (ho 
rah and Kajapur 
•fie* 

• 

ary eslablishment ... 
allowance 

compenaation allow- 

-For rounding 

in charge of the 
il Department 


6,121 

6 


4,146 

65 

4 

12 

311 


6,834 

847 

8,276 


11,000 


10,211 


43 


10,000 


11,000 


6.8.34 

m 


8,676 


*’ 26 

460 

222 


11,000 
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US.^Minor Works and I^aviffaiion^oontinned. 

1906-07. 1907-08. 1908.09. 


Actuftli Sanctioned BcTiiied Budget 

eitimate. estimate. estimate. 


Siiuixf. 


IN CHARGE OP THE PUB- 
LIC WOiiKd DEPAMTMKiNT. 

luiaaTioK aifn NaTManoir 
Wo£». 

Worki for iokich Capital and 
£«vmue Accounts are kept. 

CiPITlL. 

Worjcs in Progress. 

Orissa Canals 


Midnapore Canal ... 

Bone Cunaif 

Caiculla and Eastern Canals 


1,414 

6,076 

4.89.794 


11 300 
3, *27.000 


3 660 
2.7tX) 
8,78,000 


73,000 Budget includes Es. 26.000 for 
Pattamundi Canal flood bar 
includes Ks. 10,000 for the same w< 


4 77,000 Budget includes Rs. 2,01,000 for \ 
Bamanghatta Canal and Ks. 2,3 
Madaripnr Bhil Koute. 


Saran Canals 


Total Capital 

6,16,137 

i 

3,69,000 

4.32,92 1 

6.62,000 

Kbtrnub 





Orissa Coast Canal ... 
fiiran Canals 

Calcutta and EaRtcrn Canals ... 

1,21,111 
2.862 
4,4?, 877 

77.000 

4.(K>0 

S,66,fJOO 

1,18,463 

3.300 

8,83,000 

1,07,000 

4,0(K) 

8,87.0tX> 

Total Kcvenue ... 

6,6*h840 

4,36,000 

6,04.763 

4,98,00) 

Total Works lor which 
Capital and Kevenue 
acconnts are kept ... 

10.82 977 

8,05,000 

9,87.677 

10,60,000 


Budget includes Bs 46,000 for a 
in plnce of the existing one over 
Canal on the Barraekpore Hoad. 


Workn fiyr which onlp Jieronur 
Acmunts are kept. 

WoBKS IH PaoaBRSB. 


Nadia Rivera 

1,40 046 

1 .30,2(X) 

1,33 000 

1.16,000 

Oajghatta aud Buxi Khali 

100 

2.8(M) 

7.20s 

2,200 

Total Works for which only 
Rerenue accounts arc 
kept 

1,46,146 

1,33,000 

1,40,208 

1.17,200 1 


Warkt for which ncxther 
Capital nor Retycnuc 
Accounts ars kejyt. 

TVobks if Pboobbss. 


Eden Canal 

31,869 

30,600 

Tenr Oanal ... 

8,295 


luaprovement of Narigable ] 

cnanneU — Ganges riror 

! 4,780 

8 500 j 

Sugarcane irngnlion by pump- 
ing at Otter 

13 672 


Total Works for which 
neither Ca])ital nor 

Revenue accounta are 
kept 

68,666 

84,000 

Total Irrigation and Naviga- 
tion Works ... 

12,82,689 

9,72,000 


37,160 

11.16,036 


S1,«00 

12,09.000 






I fhA Bengal Knaneial Statement far 1908-09, 

iinof Worh and ifan^a^ion— concluded. 


n 


HlADt. 


l£0a.07. 

3907-08. 

1008 09. 

la Taayv'w 5r;T,g;M],iL„„ i' 

BlKAIKt. 

Aotaalf. 

Sanctioned 

llerised 

Budget 


estimate. 

estimate. 

estimate. 





Bf. 

Bt. 

Ks. 

Ba. 

PLTtTlAl. AHD DlUNAOl 
WOBKS. 

1 

1 



for which neither 
al nor Eenenne Accounts 
are kept. 

j 




OBW IK PnooBESS. 



1 


nent embanlinienti 
ore Takavi embankments 
contract ... 

Takavi embankments 
contract ... 

1 6,24,012 

8,00,000 

7.17,678 

7,67.000 

Total Agricultural ... 

a, 2 1,042 

8,(XU00 

7,1?.67H 

7,67.000 

lerre 


l,2^.000 

8.S7 1 

f.0,000 

n charge of the Public 
s Department 

19,06,781 

19,00,000 1 

i 

18,83,(KXJ 1 

i 

20.20 .(XKJ j 


ivil Works— 


iQE or THE Civil Du- 





raniMBNi. 





larges 

funds 

8 832 

7.152 


6,209 

28.61^6 

2H ( '« 0 

22, (^K» 

28,0<)0 

bungal^W8 

6.J27 

7,80 1 

e/KH) 

8.606 

,ng grounds 

itions in aid of Eite^ucled 

1,1 ()6 

674 

1,600 

1 ,332 

Funds and Munici- 




7,49,(H)0 

a ... 

1,47,13S 

7,66,^KK) 

3,70.O()'l 

larges 


2,000 

4,000 

2,<K)0 

for buildings, oir. 
ition to Incorporated 




64,000 

12,76.000 

Fuuds 





For rounding 


—632 

—600 

-47 

charge of the Civil De- 
snt 

1,87,069 

8,r;0,000 ‘ 

4,07,000 

21,36,000 

ETABOl OP THE PUHLIC 
ifOBKa DsrABTHXMT. 





Original Works. 






1 37,14.370 

( 19,88,400 
( 19,40.663 

j 40,76,000 

C 16,49,400 

1 9,96,800 

lioa* fin progress ... 
... \^iot commenced 

1 3,42,210 

f 2.39, «M0 
i 2.07,600 

1 4,33,000 

f 2,16 70«J 

1 47,600 

““"Mlnprogre., .. 

. * ] ^iot commenced 

mcnti. ^ 

J 1,82,236 

f 61,150 1 

i 96, (XX) 

1 1,56.000 

f 20,500 

1 7.600 

Total ... 

42,38,822 

46,21,613 

46,64,000 

29,87,400 


GoTerauirnt of Inuia owin^ to the omiinott 
of tbc AdjuBtis^ heftd OoDtribuUon iron 
rro?mcutl to Local. 






The Bengal Financial Statement Jor 1908-09, 


JU.’^Cml fTerit—^Boladed. 




Sanctioned J?eJri«od 
oBtimate, estimate. 


estimate. 




W CBABOt Of TBl PuBtir 

WoMjd PapaarMjtifT— 

Efpain 

iriJ Puildingi 
ommiinioations 

liicellaneous Public Improrl 


itablisbment 
>oli and Plant 
«ck and SuspOBH 

)td in ehar/re of Public Worki 
i^opartinent 


6.0<t,C67 

9,17,S26 


Giabd Total 


6,00,000 

9,26,rj00 

1,00,0(0 I 


14,as,52i 

16,25,0(.)0 

8,46,362 

8.84,787 

l.;U.3H7 

68,600 

—11,616 


66,93,428 

70,00.000 


6.00,000 I 

8,99,000 


8,76.(X)0 

67,000 


6 08,600 I 

9.60.000 

1.00 000 
16.68,600 
10.00.82y 

T4,171 


6(^,80,487 78,00.000 76,11,000 i 


65,71,000 
77,06,010 j 


mifihidion/rm Provintial to Locals 


(ndRerenac 
‘OTOOial Patea 
dice .„ 
inoatioB 

®dical ... ]][ 

lenti^ and otbcr Min^ 
Depanmenta 
iscMlaucoMS 

teriTij; Deficit ’** 

ril Works ... 

mm# iiiiiaf 



This bead .has bean aboliakad iritb i tffesi 
from 1908410. 
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ASCEIPTS AND EXPBNDITDEE OF DISTHICT BOABPS AND DISTRICT ROAD 

COMJinTEES. 

[Tb« figurei in column 4 arc those pasted by the Commitiioners of Dmiioni.] 
KECKT^T^. 


Biadh or RtTBiri. 

1 Actuals, 

j ftcriacd 

1 Mtluatc, 
j lJ«7-08. 

Hudgri 

Mtimata. 

liXlMW. 

1 

* 

! » 

1 

‘ 


K&. 

Ra. 

lu. 

i.-Land KfTenuo ... 


; • “• 

> 31.000 

Vl.-Provinfial Rat^ 


3d,.’'in.mio 

1 .lO.ltJ.WH' 

XIl.— Intennii ... ... 

M,24! 

; 17 WVi 


XYn.-roiKN' 

IIX — ktlucatlon .. 

57.7l*tf 

, XP.'.WHl 
.'•U.l'lHI 


XI -Madical 

3(;.lf6d 

j i 

! 47 .O 1 K) 

iM,S!»3 

XXI —Kountitif and dlior Minor l>«iiart- j 
nictiUi I 


rJ.fKlO 

21 , 3.17 

XI 1 n “Stilt lOTien' «nd I'rintuiK .. j 

XX' - AliMi'llaiu'oiui ... . .. 

1,31. lori 

' 1 
1,27,0110 

0«f, 

l.it'.Srf 

XXX rngnl ion- Minor Workxund Xhm- 

(tufion (I'll 1 . ) 

X XXIl - 1 u il M'oiKMf- ivili 

7,:oi 

4.3'.'.l.'dO 

1 

n,(KKi 

f..ir-.ooi' j 

1 

f..o<r7 

luiNl Ui'M imtH 


4”.'Kt,(h i< 


ftTindufion 
( * 1 1 'tniiK Lhliint 1 ... 


)i'.a.i.^‘77 

i:».M,,37; 

(.RA Ml 1 01 Al ... 1 


MM3 377 

7i.:o'i 


i:.XrKM)lTUTU . 


I 


UraIi'i or l.xrsNPni i.t. 

’ i 

Hihi* . 
U'oh.o: 

2 

Ih'ViH'd 
t Atiinato, 
1(« 7.0A 

3 

Ruog' 1 
cst m.iitu, 
ltl0S.Ah 

' 4 


Ks. 

K* 

Hb. 

1 .— Rif niidii and lira whacks 

r;.i'»£ 

•i.OtiO 


3 -'l.and R< M MO' ... , 

•• l V',2 

‘ilV.IHltl 

, 2S f.'i? 

8,— Pro' ini nil Rutes , 

'' i'7,27‘.: 

1 77 I'OO 


14,— Intcri At on other obligation* .. ! 

'412 

o.lloO 

It lIMt 

IS. — r.fnt'T.il Adnitnistraf lOtj 

- , 7 , '>h*S 

2 It ,.o*ig 

, 2 17 :<b7 

£0 - P(il ICO ... , 1 

21.— Port* at.d riiotagc, At. 

2.', .264 

20.000 

1 :. 0751 

, 8ot» 

22 — Kd icBtiun . ... 

1] 44,nr, 

11,72.0<»(> 

, n VM.'.K 

24." Medical . ... | 

3 71 'lie 

4 0*,(»<io 

1 4,20,(172 1 

If, —‘.(iriiMfc nnd Other Minor Ih-partmcnr* 

f>C,424 

, M.I'OO 

hi Ihh 

2i(.— SuiH-ranni.utioii Allowann -md 

}‘»riM<ini. J 

70.4t>2 

' 3<i.00n 

1 .14.71: 

3<*.— Ptnnori* TT and Printing 

*S43< 

[ 4.1 >KX) 

1 

.12 — M (•cfOlai'i-OMh 

:$( w 4 

37 (HWi 

1 Ih ti«« , 

S.3.- 1 uiiiine Rt In f 

1,30,'1!'8 ' 

1.32.000 

2* iMti 1 

43.— Imitation " Minor l^orksand NaMgaiioi, 
(Civil), 

430 ' 

J.OOO 

1 

46.— Civil Mork* if'ivil) . 

41.Kl,49f^ 

4:.2li.(J00 

j *40,.37,640 * 

Tefal ExpemlituTe 

«7,82,fiJ7 1 

1 70,44.000 

fl2.K0,llK4 

Ralanm a of T'rovmcial Saving* 

4, 14 111 ‘ 

I 

i 

i onti ituilioii" 

4.''t.c*<^ . 


1 

Cio*mg BalaiM t ». 

l-..'53^77 1 

16.«6,»77 

^ 19,81.72* j 

fiRmp Totai, 

90 17.211 1 
1 

11,377 

W,7l.70h 1 


Hbmarrn 


5 


K«pn'«»nl< iviilnhuiU'it fnni. ProTlnri»l 
Ri'vkuui's fi>r iuipr(i\en)i'M>. nj (i(>?»mnifnt 
('flliitiK in thi' Kontlmi I'&rfcaitiu luihtrtu 
i>)town i»iid*'r ('ontrihul miu 
lii'prtmrtitti ciiiUM'tionH hum lUwd'iN'M. KudR^l 
iiK'ludoft R* l.i*d()(>ri luN'uunl u! cuntrunv 
ljun fruui Ihuvinulnl U«vi«nui'H lur(.i'\. 
crnuK'iii Khnn of tiio •'onl of ('olUs'iion niiJ 
ri'ViilniiliaM in noij.Himrd lh»fiiiMfc 
KoprptoniK int»'n>»tH on Hin'iir cMll»*i tu*nii cl 
Uoadt'iMi and un (JuvoinitHMii 
l•*•^lU(nnK to Kdiioaiioii. Madioai and 
ofitot !>• part in mi Ik 
Ui<pn>«4'rit« rtHHMpN Iitmh I’outuis. 

RoprokmitK and olhi'r rormpifi ol m'lioon, 
HudfC't InrliidoM tif Ka f»,6),0o(l frciin 

l‘ruvlnoi»l KovoniH'M In addilimi to dm 
loroiplH. trcun loinoa, |>oundii Ac., whirh 
non IikiiIi/ihI on tho »min>diii tion of thv 
Jax'hI BolldiovorniiiPid Aol Tlioai- traiu 
a>tloii» tiavo Jiltlu'ito tioMi hliown timlfr 
('oni rdmlioiiH 

lnilndm>K<. u,(»do Im jirant from rroTinoial 
Rov'wiiuoi i.> the dmini i«t of I'm I, Siiiiil'a. 
pill, I’lc., liltlioiio ahow 0 until r (-'outntio 

tloiiiit 

Iniliiditi iCs ii,|)0f) ioi (•ovoriiiiimit uiii piwaid 

\rl(.rin»ic «*«tMtdUliiiit*nt liilliiuto Khoirn 

luidi I Cnntnliutiotih * 

Includoii Rh. J7.(0<» loi uraiiti. lo Dintnoi 
Huaiiis ftii ^mioiitl purpokt's hithirii' 
ahown iintlor (Ainirii'Uf luna 


Inoludmi granta foi Iniproviiip ttir finHtjfial 
poailloii of liialih t I'ouiUk niuI fut l«*ti)*f 
toada, Ai . 


RIMAKk^ 


(i4) Int'Kidra lU. i,f,f o(H' r-n aixoiiiu o* 
propr.rUouaU ci*l ol ( nllm i i(,ri ctl rtmdoi‘*>. 
Aiiliih'i'Vi and n lahiHruin Hoik ana 
M.'tiloatr and tauii « nthlilufmo A( 


The Council was then adiourned to the 4th April, 1908. 


Calcutta ; 


F. G. WIGLEY, 


The SSrd April, 1908. 


Secrtlarj/ to Bengal Council. 




Ahiiraci of thi ProccAdinas of thi Council of the Liouicnani^GoPOfnof of Bon^aij 
Mcmhled under the prooieiom of the Indian Councdn Acts, 1861 and lS9t, 


1 he Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, tlie Itli April, 
1908, at 11 A.M. 

f rcfitnl: 

The Iloii’ble SiR Andrew FuAsm^ ELC.a.i., Lieutenant-! ioveinor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The II on’ble Mu. W. C. MACPiiERaon, o.s.i. 

The lion’ble Mr. R. T. Greei, c.ii.i. 

The Ilon’ble Mr, 1\ O’Kinhaly. Advocate-Oenornl of Beii^^al. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. E. W. Culun. 

The lioirhle Mr. E. A. Gait, c.i.k. 

Th(‘ Ilon’ijle Mu. W. A. I nous. 

The Ilon’hle Mr. II. C, Strfutfkild. 

The Iloii'ble Mr. C. E. A. W. OLDffAii. 

The Horrhlo Mu. E. P. Chai'man 

Th(‘ Ilon'ble SiJi CiiAi:u*.s Allkn, Kl. 

The llorible IUjid IUdha Cha];an Pal. 

The lion’hh^ lUjiU Jooendra Chandra Giiose, m.a., b.l. 

The ilon’ble Rabu Kali Pada Gfiosii, m.a., b.l. 

The Ilon'ble Mr. G. li. Suthi:rland. 

The HonTle Eai Kishori Lai. Goswami iUHADim, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja-Dhiraj Ib.uT Chahd Mahtab Bahaditr of 
Burdwan. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Gajaduab Pkasaj). 

The Hon’ble Babd Deba Prasad Sakbadhieari, m.a., b.L. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Larmour. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon ble Mr. R. T. Greer, c.8.i. and the Hon’ble Mr. E. f. Chapiiai 
took their neats in Council. 



80 


Questions and Answers, [4th April? 

[^Bahu Jogcndra Chandra Chose; Mr, Oldham; Mr. Streaifeild,'] 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

malaria in midnapur and bankuea 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogeidra Chandra Ghose ankod : — 

Is Iho Government aware that Malaria is slowly advancing west- 
wards in the districts of Midnapur and Bankura, which were quite free from 
it a few years a^ro ? Will the Government be pleased to institute en inquiry 
into the causes of it, and prevent the further spread of Malaria, if possible ? 

The Hon’blo Mu. Oldham replied; — 

Government is not aware that Malaria is advancing into tracts of 
Midnapur and Bankura which were quite free from it a few years ago, 
but will cause inquiry to be made into the inaiter. The Lieutontant- 
Govenior will Ik; glad if the floirble Member will place at his disposal any 
dehnite information that ho may have obtained in this connection, which 
may facilitate th(' investigation. Government hopes to be able shortly to 
<lepute a special ]\I(ulical Officer, with the necessary staff, to make systematic 
inquiry into the nature and causes of the feviTs prevalent in certain parts of 
the ihovince.^' 

manufacture of salt in the Bengal and orissa sea coasts 

The llon'ble Baru Jogendka Chandra Ghose asked : — 

♦ 

Will tin; Government be pleased to consider the advisability of 
encouraging the manufacture of Salt in the Bengal and Giissa Sea Coasts, 
wh(‘?v Salt was manufactured before, by giving concesdons by way of remission 
of the Salt-tax for a time, and by small subsidies to one or two Companies that 
may be prepared to make the experiment of manufactiiiing Salt again in these 
Provinces ? 

The Ilorrido Mr. Oldham replied : — 

“ The Hoii’ble Member is referred to the answer given by the llon'bh* 
Mr. McIntosh to a similar <|uestion asked by himself in this Council on the 
2nd of February last year, wlien the llon’blo Member wais informed tluit after 
careful consideratiem in 11102, the revival of the industry in this F^rovinco was 
held to Ik; imprat'ticablc, and that Government did nut propose to take any 
stops in the direction suggested." 

CHINESE CAEPENTEKS. 

The lloirble lUim Jocundka Chandra Ghose asked 

(^7) lias the attintion of the Government been drawn to the fact that 
Chinese Carpenters are Hl )wly monopolizing all Government work, and that 
Indian Carjienters, as a (dnss, are slowly dying out ? I'he Eurojauin colonies 
object 1o Chinese labour, because it is cheap. Does not th*^ Government consider 
that the Indians have more reasonable cause of complaint at the introduction 
and employniont of Chinese labour, which is dearer than Indian labour ? 

{b) Will the Government be ph ased to take such measures as may enable 
Indian carpentt'rs to hold their own against Chinese carpenters ? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Streatfeild rc])lied : — 

“(a) There is no justification for the suggestion that Chinese oairpenters 
axe slowly inonopolizing all Government woik and that Indian carpenteri are 
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dying out. It is unfortunately tho fact that Chinese carpenters are more 
skilful and are therefore necessarily employed where fine work is required ; 
but the Government believes that ample emph*yuiont is available fur competent 
Indian carpenters. 

<'(//) It is no port of tho [lolicy of Govornn ont to interfere with any 
person of wliatever race, class or cn ed in the exercise of his trader or profes- 
sion, provided that trade or profession is unobjectionable and is carried on in a 
legitimate manner/’ 


CHINESE SHOE-MAKERS. 

Tiio iion'bie Babu JocnNuia Chandua Ghose asked : — 

lias the attention of tho Government been drawn to the fact that a 
very large portion of tlie trade of boot and shoe-making is in the hands of tlm 
(/liinesf* Will t!io Governim nt be phaised to take such measures as may 
enable Iiuliiin shoe makers to hold their own against tho Chinese ? 

Tho Unn'ble Mu. STUiiATrULU replied : — 

The Jloi/ble Member is referred to tiie reply to tlie preceding question.’^ 
KABULI TK1UEU8. 

The IJoi/ble Babu Jogendka CuANmu Ghose ^sked ; — 

Has the attention ( f the Government Inam drawm to tho annual influx 
of Kabiiii traders in I'engnl and their opju-ofisive wa}H of disponing tlnar 
wares and reali/dng tlu ir siippr>sed duc's from the simj)le people in tho Mulassal ? 
Has th(‘ Goveninient (‘onsidered why th(; trade in which these Kabulis engage 
is not in the bands oi the Bi ngalis 


Tlif^ lloij'lde MPw. S'l’UEATFEiLi) rejdicid : — 

‘‘ As far as the trade of the so-called Kabulis is legitimate, the Govern- 
ment has no (h sirc to intei’fcre with it. There have bee n complaints of 
oppression by traders of this cla>s, but iIkto is no information before the 
Government, whi(di would lead to tho belief that the ordinary law is insuflioient 
to meet the case.’’ 


THE CASE OF GIUIDHARI LAlL MAKWaBI. 

The ILm’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosu asked 

(a) lias the attention of the Government been called to the case of 
Oiridhari Lall Marwari, reported in the Calcutta papers of the 18th March, 

(h) Is it a fact that Mr. Lyall, the District Magistrate, ordered a further 
inquiry into the ca.^'e of Giridhari Lall Marwari for having attested a bond on 
wdiich one (^hargolal brought a suit which was dismiHsed for default, after the 
Marwari was discharged by a Deputy Magistrate wfio held the preliminary 
inquiry ? 

(c) Is the Govornmeiit aware that after the order for further inquiry was 
quashed by the High Couit, a Civil Suit was insHoued by the alleged debtor 
upon the bond to have it declared a forg-ery : and has the attention of the 
Government been called to the fact tliat the plaintiff in the suit admitted that 
he engaged his Pleader under orders of Mr. Lyall and he did not tha 
Pleader’s fees ? 
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{(1) Is it a fact fl at, riftfr the bond was doclaml a forgery by the Munsit 
and wlidc nn apixMil was |)eiidin<r, llie J^iblic Prosecutor moved Mr. Lyall for 
further inrpiiry, aud that lurtlior iiujuiry was ^^raiited and Giridliiiri Lall 
Marwari was urrested on a noii-bailalde warrant issued by the Magistrate ? 

(r) Will the (iovernriKuit bo pleas(‘d to state if it approves of tlio 
District Magistrati‘ being mixed up in tlio trial of Civil baits between private 
partioM ? 

(./) If not, will the Government be pleased to take notice of the conduct 
of Mr. Lyall ? 


The Ilon'ble Mu. G/UTrepliisl: — 

The attention of Ooveminent has been called to the statoniofits made 
in the Calcutui papf^rs of tlio Htii Martdi, conc(*rning the cas(‘ of Giridhari 
Lall Marwari. (iovcuaiment has at present no information concerning the 
farUs of the case. It is understood that the; (taso is now pending bid’ore tlu^ 
High Court, and it is not proposed to consider vvluitlier any action on the part 
of Government is called for until it has beim disposed of.” 

PKE8 AND FINKS UNDER THE PORT LODGING-HOUSK ACT, 

The IIoiri)le Ibviui Kam Pada GhoSH asked : — 

(a) Will the Government be pleaFed to state the amount of fees and 
fines collected annually un h;r the Puri Lodging-house Act, taking the average 
of the last three years, and the amount of annua] contribution out of the fund 
to the Munieupality of iNn i ? 

(b) In vi('w of the important object for which the fund is collected, will the 
Government be jdeased to tasc into consideration the desirability of ajipoint- 
ing a Conmiittee, consisting of responsible local men, who may co-oj)eiate will 
the llagistuite of Puri in attributing the fund to its proper object? 

Ibm’blc Mr. Oldham repli(‘d : — 

“ (a) The following figures give the information asked for : — 


11wkr», 


AHlf'-’llt foM 
mhI tinu^ 
roiUjctud 

Amount of annu.it 

loiitrihiitions to 
lLiutnLi))uliliu& 

I90M)ri 

1 poo-oi; 
lyou-o: 

... 

Rs. 

29.M7 

■V.),2'J7 

-■JU,935 

Ls 

8,414 

1 J 

(),2L'G 


Total 


20,320 


Average 

33,1G3 

8,775 


(h) The Lieutenant-Governor has under his consideration the desirability 
©f having a Committee to assist with their advice the District Magistrate and 
Health Officer in carrying out the provisions of the Act at i^uri.” 

THE SAMBALPUR (EVIDENCE) BILL, 1908. 

The Honi)le Mr. Streatfeild moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to repeal the Central Provinces Laws Act, 1879, in the 
district of Sambalpur, be taken into consideration. He said : — 

‘5 This Act ifl really a formal matter; its object being purely to bring the 
Civil Courts of Sambalpur into lino with the rest of Bengal, as regards their 
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Droeedure in recording evidence. Formerly, the Courtn were under the Centra! 
ftovinces Laws Act, but now that Sambalpur has been joined to Bengal and 
that its Courts are subject to the High Court and are presided over by Members* 
of the Judicial Brandi of the Provincial (Jlvil Service, there is no roaaon why 
this condition of things should continue.’^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The llon’ble Mr. Stkeatfud also moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
considered in the form reeommcuded by the Select Committee. 

I’he motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild also moved that the Bill, as amended, be 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


THE PURI LODGINQ-ItOUSE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldium presented the Report of tho Select Committee 
on the Bill further to amend tho Puri Lodging-house Act, 1871. 

THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1908-09. 

In the absence of the llon’ble Nawah Bahadur of Muiwhidahad, the 
Hon^blo Maharaj-Adhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan, at the request of the 
President, read the following speecli on behalf of the former : — 

Your Honour — I propose not to make any elaborate criticism on the 
Bengal Financial Statement of 1908-09 ; but only some remarks on matters 
whicn appear to me to be of H])ecial importance. 

“With regard to Receipts, 1 see the revised estimate for 1907-08 of 
Land-revenue was two sroros, ninety-four lakha and fifty tlioiisand ; but the 
estimate of 1008-09 is two crorei, ninety-nine lakhs and fifty tliousand, i.c., five 
lakhs in ex(;e?is of the current year’s land-revenue. In view of tho famine and 
scarcity in Bengal, it is difKcult to understand how improvemont in Land- 
revenue can bo expected next year. 

“Then as regoirds tho rc'venue from Excise, I beg respectfully to deprecate 
the progressive increaie of Rs. 6,00,000. Increase of revenue from Excise is 
undesirable, and the Administration should try to secure the maximum of 
revenue with tho minimum of consumption. 

“The estimated increase of Ks. 1,50 000 in the Assessod Taxes does not 
commend itself to me. Tho provision in tlie budget estimate gives encourage- 
ment to Government officers in the assessing dt jnirtment to increase tlio tax, 
and this gives rise to an idea, which the public entertain, rightly or wrongly, 
that the assessees are overtaxed and their valid and genuine objections 
are not properly dealt with. 

“ As regards expenditure it is, no doubt, very satisfactory to find that 
Education has attracted greater attention of the Government than hitherto, and 
the expenses are increasing. But, I venture to think that the amount provided 
is not enough. I regret to find that, with regard to Primary Education, only 
Rs. 1,800 have been provided for Inspecting Maul vies, and lis, 3,420 for Model 
Muktabs. It is no doubt very kind of the Govenirneiit to start Muktabs and have 
Inspecting Maulvies for spreading Primary Education .amongst tho Muham- 
madans, but, what I beg to observe is, that oflBcioncy and utility cannot be 
secured by observing too much economy. 

“ Then with regard to Female Education, tho provision of Rs. 1,200 for 
Muhammadan female education is not at all adequate. A monthly expenditure 
of Rs. 100 on this head cannot l)e expected to further tho cause. 

“The question of Free Education has attracted the attention of the 
Government, and I believe the time has come when there ouglit to bo not only 
free, but compulsory education, and provision ought to be made in tho budget 
estimate for the same. 

“ It is very gratifying to find that there will be special assessment from 
Imperial Revenue for Police re-organization, and wo feel grateful to the Govern- 
ment of India for the liberality shown. F should, however, like to observe 
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that hitherto the attempt to improve the efficiency and honesty of the Police, 
by increasing pay, has not proved a success ; and therefore the expenditure of 
money for the re-organization of the Police should be made carefully. I 
venture to suggest that the public might, with advantage, be taken into con- 
fidence for effecting the desired reform. 

Sanitary improvement of the Province is a subject to which, I crave 
leave to urgo, greater attention ought to be paid, and a lump provision of 
Rs. 4,50,000 seems to mo to be inadequate. I regret to find that the 
improvement of the lihagirathi River finds no place in the Budget Estimate ; 
a subject which in the last budget debate I endeavoured to brings very promi- 
nently to the notice of the Government. In view of the development of the 
Railway lilies^ as a means of communication, the JBbagirathi may perhaps be left 
out of coasideration ; but for the supply of drinking water and the preservation 
of the health of the large population on both sides of the river from its entrance 
lo Nadia, the necessity of the improvement cannot be overestimated. No 
private successful effort in this direction is possible, and the Government 
certainly ought to consider the question seriously in view of its importance. 

The prico of food-grains has risen very high, and there is very little chance 
of fall in the prico in the near future. Grain Conip(3n8ation Allowance to officers 
on small pay has boon {)rovided for, and this allowance, I am afraid, is likely 
to be a burden of a permanent nature. The public is grateful to the Government 
for the concession made in fa\our of ofiicers of certain classes, I beg to 
suggest that the compensation allowance ought also to be given to officers wbo 
do not enjoy the privilege, on account of the pay limit. 'I'lie concession ought 
to be oxton(Ied to officers whose pay does not exceed fifty rupees per month, and 
will bo very greatly appreciated. 

“A special assignment of Ks, 2,60,000 has been made from tlie Imperial 
Revenues in connection with the Famine Relief ISchome, and, in the budget 
under discussion, besidc'S Rs. 8,50,000 for Grain Compensation Allowance, 
provision of Rs. 1,56,000 has been made for Famine Relief Charges. In my 
humble opinion, the amount is not sufficient. I have every reason to believe 
that the Government will not fail to make adequate provision for saving the 
lives of famine-stricken people, who will bo in need of help. The Government 
has got a very onerous duty, and though the public also have come forward for 
raising funds to tide over the difficulty and to relieve the Government to a 
certain extent in the discharge of its duty, I am sure the administration will 
successfully cope with the present situation and will not be charged with 
allowing a single human being to die from starvation.’’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Larmour said: — “Your Honour— Even if I had the 
desire to criticise the financial Statement which has been proscnited to the 
Council, it appears to me that the time is somewhat out of joint for doing so. 
It is not, and does not claim to be, a Prosperity Budget, for we have fallen on 
a series of loan years, duo probably to causes quite beyond our control, and 
we must all earnestly hope that they will soon come to an end. 1 am 
fully aware that we cannot ask for any alteration of, or amendment in, 
the Statement before us, nor for any remission of, or relief from, taxation 
of any sort, direct or indirect; but there are certain subjects referred to, 
and arising out of, this budget, on which perhaps a few words would not be 
out of place, 

“ The first subject that suggests itself to me, as I suppose it would suggest 
itself to any one and everyone having the welfare of this great City at heart, 
is the Calcutta Iinj)rovement Scheme, regarding which it may surely be said 
that * hope long deferred maketh the heart sick,’ and sick wo certainly are, when 
year after year rolls by and nothing is apparently done. Ten years ago, Sir 
ISerbert Risley unfolded in this Council a fearful and gruesome tale of the state 
of Calcutta, and his remarks on that occasion gave us hope that in the not far 
distant future something would be done to ameliorate the condition of affairs 
which he had disclosed. What has been done and how far have those hopes 
Wen justified? A year or so later, Sir John Woodburn submitted proposals for 
a sahemo of Subuiban improvement. Five years later, a Conference was held, 
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and in 1905 rarious public bodies were naked for their viewa, which were 
eoDimunicated promptly and without loss of time, and there apparently the 
matter ended ; save that last year a second Conference was held, but to ua who are 
not behind the scenes, it does not seem that a Conference moans an iniproTement. 
Just a year ayo, Sir Harvey Adamson stated in the Supreme Council that the 
scheme would probably ‘ soon ’ bo taken in hand ; but here again we are left 
very much in the dark, for the Government definition of the word ‘ soon ’ 
would appear to differ considerably from the generally accepted moaning of <ho 
word. It may be urged that a few years in the life of a nation or a city are 
no more than a few days in the life of an individual, and timt in this 
sense the word ‘soon’ is justified; but we, as individuals, would prefer to 
see it applied in its literal senso, for there is not a man in this room, 
there is^ not an intelligent citiaen of Calcutta, who does not consider that 
the sanitation and improvement of this City are clamant wants; yet it 
may be fairly asked what has been done during the last ten years and 
the answer could be equally fairly summed up in one word, nothing, literally 
nothing ? 

“ In this connection, I note that so far back as 1903-04, say five years ago, 
the sum of rupees fifty lakhs were set aside in the nature of a trust to bt» 
ntilized towards the Improvement Scheme, If, through causes at present 
unknown to the public, that scheme has been delayed with the inaofiuite 
prospect of being taken in hand ‘ soon,’ that does not afford any valid reason 
why this large sum, if it cannot bo utilized for any other purpose, 
should be allowed to lie idle. 1 am subject to correction, but it (loos not 
appear that any attempt has been made to nut it out to interest, if it had 
been invested, sny at even ^ per cent., which might have been done very 
easily, it would have made a very substantial and useful addition to the trust 
and would have been of material assistance in tlio financial arrangements of 
the schetno, when and if it does assume a practical form. If 1 am correct 
in my assumption, is it unreasonable to ask that tliis oversight should now 
bo rectified ? 

“ Anothir matter to whieh a little attention might be given is, the housing 
of the poorer classes of Government servants. We hear all round a groat 
deal of the increased rents in Calcutta ; wo hear of the necessity of otBcial 
resido'ices being provided, and wo hoar occasionally of such residences having 
been bought. This is quite as it should bo, and no possible exception can be 
token to such action, so long as the tax-payor is satisfied that a fair remunera- 
tive return is made on the capital outlay. But, Sir, I do not think that what is 
beintr done, or has been done, goes far enough. So far, these resiliences are 
apparently intended only for officials on large salaries, who, it would appear 
to the uninitiated, are in a position to secure suitable residences, if they 
choose to pay for them. I speak with all reserve and only from the information 
placed before us ; and from this it does not appear that anything has 
been done, or is contemplated to bo done, to provide decent house accommoda- 
tion for the poorer class of clerks and others on salaries of about Us. 300 
a month and under, 'fbese are the men on whom largely depends the 
efficient working of the machinery of Government, and these are they who 
are mostly in need of, and are unable to obtain, decent accommodation 
with the very limiUd means at their disposal. I trust, Sic» that some 
attention may be drawn in this direction, where improvement is so much 
wanted. 

“ I trust I may be pardoned if I take up a very little of too time of the 
Council by alluding to a subject which I personally and naturally have very 
much at heart, and that is the import mt question of industrial training, which 
appeals not only to a few directly inte/ested individuals, but to every think- 
ing man, who is concerned in the advancement of the best interests of the 
country. We fully recognize that Government has been no niggard in the 

f rovision that has been made for the promotion of Education, nor would 
for one moment advocate any retrograde movement in this direction. Let 
us educate our youths by all means, even though at present there would seem 
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to be a considerable excess of supply over demand for men with University letters 
after their names, who find it difficult to obtain outlets for the exercise of their 
attainments. But, Sir, the man who cun work with his hands, aided by his 
brains, will never lack for lucrative employment. The upraising of a nation 
will never be accomplished by platform oratory or political agitation, but will 
materially depend upon the men who ktiow how to turn to good account 
tho workmanship of the trained and skilful handicraftsman. It is in 
this cause, that I plead for tho assistance of Government. I fully recogniie 
that this is not an opportune moment to ask for much in the way of a grant 
for Industrial 'Braining. I am also aware of the fact that some progress has 
already been made in this direction ; but I would urge it as a matter of im- 
dortance that, when we have passed through our times of depression and when 
it shall once more become the pleasing duty of the P'inancial Secretary to 

K resent a Prosperity Budget, this subject should receive more attention at the 
ands of Government, 

“In connection with this subject, I note certain questions in the paper this 
morning regarding Chinese labour. I am quite prepared to emphasize what 
has b(!on put forward by the Hon’ble Member, and it is certainly a fact which 
my experience has proved that the Indian, or more strictly speaking the 
Bengali, Carpenter, is Ireing slowly, but surely, supplanted by his Chinese 
competitor. What tho Chinaman’s system of training may be I am not in a 
position to say, but it undoubtedly is far superior to anything that tho Indian 
Carpenter can or does get. Again, speaking from my own experience, this 
gradual dying out of tho Bengali Carpenter is very materially due not only to 
his lack of training, but also to the disinclination of parents to let their children 
follow the calling of mechanics. I have known several instances of Bengali 
Carpenters, in my own employ, brinjring their sons to me to be taken on as clerks 
in niy office, with an Entrance or First Arts qualification, 'Pwonty-five years 
ago, our workmen were nearly all Bengali Hindus, and there was not a single 
Chinaman in our employ and only one or two Muhammadans, Now we have 
a large number of Chinamen, and among the Indians the Bengalis are in a 
very small minority. 'I'lic Chinaman it is true gets larger wages, but he earns 
his money to the hilt ; works steadily ; takes only one or at most two holidays 

in tho year; is sober, punctual and intelligent, and does not need to bo conti- 
nually urged to his work. 'I’lie Bengali, I am constrained to say, is very 
much to the contrary. Ho gets small wages certainly, but he earns for 
his employer oven less than ho gets. As a rule, ho takes little or no real 
interest in his work, and if not carefully watched, will scamp his job. This 
therefore, is an argument which forcibly brings to the front tho necessity that 
exists for some system of training that will improve the status of the Indian 
Mechanic. 

“I feel sure that in taking this opportunity of thanking Your Honour’s 

Government for the liberal grants made to the Medical Institutions of Calcutta, 

I am only expressing the unanimous sentiments of the whole community, official 
and non-official, European and Indian, alike. This is money well spent, and 
will invoke the blessings of all those whose lot it may be to derive benefit from 
those institutions.” 

Tho lloirble Babu Deba Pkasad Sahbadhikari said “ The Hon’ble the 
Financial Jiecretary deserves every praise and congratulation for the painstaking 
and sympathetic frame of his maiden Budget, and for the clear and lucid 
manner in which it has been handled and presented under severely trying cir- 
cumstum es. If it is not given to us to be able to compliment him, on what in 
Council parlance has come to be known and called a ‘ Prosperity Budget,’ a 
phrase tha t I confess I have not been able to understand, it is none of his fault, but 
more our itiisfortunc ; and the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary has the fullest 
measure of our sympathy and commiseration. 

“'rimnks to the exigencies and mysteries of a system, that is one other 
thing that 1 do not understand, hardly two successive budgets are framed or 
presented by tho same Financial Secretary, and ttie wonder is that they do it 
so well. It makes non-official Members look small in their own estimation 
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and that of their constituents, that durii»g two years of their term they achieve 
80 little in comparison. 

I also gladly bear willing testimony to the marked and ready courtesy 
of the Financial Secretary and Your iionour’s other Secretaries and the 
Members of the Board of Revenue, to the non-official Members of Your 
Honours Council, who were fortunate enough to bo associated with them, 
in the consideration of the draft budget at the informal C(mf(ir(‘nce8 that 
Your Honour was pleased to have convened. Failing a constitutional basis 
for exercise of rights, in regard to preparation and control of tlie annual 
budget, such Conferences come nearest to what may, in the existing state 
of things, be done for giving Members of the Council an advance insight, 
as it were, into what would be laid, cut and dried, on the table in a few days 
or weeks, and which no criticism or debate would in any way alter or amend. 
In regard to an undoubted concoHsiou and indulgence, one is loath to offer 
remarks and criticisms that may be regarded as ungracious ; particularly on the 
part of one wlio, almost immediately after his joining the Council was, tliroiigk 
Your Honour’s kindness, permitted (o enjoy the distinguished honour of bedng 
invitod to these Conferences. But Your Honour’s well-known tolerance for 
criticism, however unreasonable, if well-meaning and bond fid(\ oncourages me 
to observe that if these Conferences are to be really useful, it would he an 
advantage to associate with them as many of the non-official Meml)ors as 
would have the time and inclination to join. They should, moreover, have 
timely access to materials for ott‘e(!tlv(* study of, and comment on, the proposed 
provisions ; and should have some slight measure of that trained assistance, 
which is a strong point of one of the largest and best organized and most 
resourceful of Secretariats in British India. 

“ Association with the Conferences, to which I have just referred, wnstome 
personally an honour for which I cannot be sufficiently thankful. At tbo same 
time, I cannot help thinking and observing, ungracious though it may appear, 
that if the number of non-official Members invited to these (Jonferenci's was 
really to bo limited, newer and less experienced Members like me, might, 
with advantage, make room for the more capable and the more exjierionced. 

Audit would be a distinct advantage to allow non-official Members, willing 
to work and study, facilities and assi-stance in the shape of referem;e clerks and 
shorthand typists. Non-official Members are mostly busy men, generally 
without the adventitious aids that so largely contribute to Kuc.cessful under- 
secretariat work. At such a time of stress, amidst their own engrossing work, 
assistance, such as I speak of, would bo of great value and would he highly 
appreciated. If their work in Council is not as well done as it might and would 
be done under other circumstances, it is really a matter for (mnsideration, as to 
whether some such slight assistance might not be forthcoming. The outward 
and visible symbol of the glory and dignity of their office is the awe-inspiring 
Chaprassi, that Your Honour with great effect and felicity classed and 
characterized not long ago; and if non-official Legislators art; to he of some use 
to Your Honour’s Government, as it is their place to be, and not mere budget- 
time show things of no consequence, 1 would, on beiialf of my Colleagues 
respectfully ask Your Honour to consider whether some slight office help, of tho 
description that I have indicated, may not l)o given, Ixffore it is time for 
us to lay down our office. Through the courtesy of the Ltigislative Secretary 
and the Superintendent of Government Printing, which I desire to acknowledge, 

I had prompt and welcome ‘first aids’ in pressing matters that I brought to 
their notice, the like of which may much contribute to permanent healing ; this 
makes me think that organized assistance, such as 1 ask for, need not bo 
prohibitive in costs or upset the •Sc'cretariat machinery. 

‘‘I sincerely trust that my critics will not tell me that there is no 
formidable legislative measure likely to be Ijefore the (/ouncil during rny 
time; that such extravagance cannot be thought of, when money is needed 
for other and more pressing expenditure, and that there is no sofficieiit plea or 
warrant for such an unprecedented departure. In the very budget now before 
U8, we have provisions for strengthening the Legislative Secretariat, by the 
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welcome accoanion of a member of my own profession, which would ordinarily 
connote present or expected accession of work. Shorthand typists, attached to 
convenient ^m)up8 of non -official Members and authorized to obtain necessary 
information and papers from the departments concerned, would make the 
Members^ work light, acceptable, efficient and welcome; and any slight extra 
t xpenditure would so far bf‘ a really profitable investment, if our association in 
Council work is to be inori* than nominal. 

“ Before passing on from tlie question of those Conferences, I desire further 
to add that our hurried and ill-thought-out suggestions and observations 
were received with patience and some information was supplied; some com- 
ments were made and some slight additions and alterations, in minor and 
inconsiderable matters, were voucl)safed. I am not at liberty to refer at length 
to these confidential proceedings, but am bound to say that for the most 
part our recornniendationa which, we were in the first instance expected to 
raaico oil the spur of the moment and on the spot, and were subsequently 
embodiecl in notes, were put off ; generally with replies to the effect that 
funds were not forthcoming for the schemes that we urged and that 
the Government was pledged to the schemes objected to, or they had already 
been undertaken. 1’bus it was, that no substantial impression lias been made 
on the budget by tliese Conferences. 

Kcgarding the accessibility to materials, I would respectfully ask Your 
Honour to consider if, for duo consideration of the matters in issue, in their 
proper perspective, it is not only desirable but absolutely necessary, that full 
information in the shape of budgets, prepared and sent up by the different 
dopartmeuts, should he made available to Members who may desire to consult 
them. If iiou-officiul Members be regarded as the proverbial sand-grain in 
official optics, my plea would necessarily fail. If, on the other hand, iu 
the spirit iu which Council expansion is supposed to be moving they be 
regarded as valued auxiliaries, and not opponents of the departments 
concerned or the Governuiont generally, they should be welcome to know 
all that they want to know or should know and should have opportunities 
of bringing home to Your Honour’s Government and this Council oa behalf 
of tlndr rospoctive constituencies, as it were, jvliich for present purposes 
would be the various departments, their special needs and requisitions. 

III this view of things and as representing the Educational interests of 
th(‘ Province, I took the libt5rty of trying to ascertain its real Educational 
n*(|uiiemeuts and requisitions, and nearly all that departmental rules have 
porniiited me to know is to bo found in the published budget papers, 
accessible not only to the Members of the Council but to all diligent students 
of public affairs, iiiter(*sted in the question. I do not mean for a moment 
to suggest that a Solicitor should take a Civilfan’s place in the department, 
vvhicli, utter by no iii(‘ans unploasurable and unprofitable experiences of a 
departuie which has been justified in every way, in the fulness of time is 
now getting back its own. But I do venture to suggest and claim that the 
resl and living needs of the department should be better known to one who 
has tiie honour of representing the University and is supposed thereby and 
therfd'roin to represent the general educational interests of this great, though 
divided Province; so rhut the views of ihe department might be sup- 
ported or challenged if ne(‘d be in this Council and before Your Honours 
Government. 

“And in ties connection, I am free to confess, Sir, the partial weakness of 
my position in so tar that, although 1 happen to represent the University 
interests of hotfi the Provinces, 1 represent but a fraction of their 
nom university int uests. But this admitted weakness is of no vital consequence 
to Ihu points at issue, and, if anytliing, it proves that the University, which 
has before it a veritable gianPs work that must be performed with a lapidary^s 
skill, firmness and tact, should bo represented on the Eastern Bengal Council 
as \atdl ; particularly because it is so unworthily represented at the present 
moment iu Your Honour’s Council, It is a pity, no less than a wonder, 
that a University representative on the Eastern Bengal Council was not 
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tiiought of by the framers or critics of the scliome that pave Benpal a second 
Province and a second Legislative Council ; and may, for aught one know, 
give it a second High Court and a second University in time : for Education, 
on all admissions, is the most important interest that could be thought of or 
provided for by any responsible Government. 

“And this, Sir, is not my own assertion, though it well accords with my 
views. 1 shall not, at this time arid place, indict on the Council cdacationai 

[ ilatitudes and educational truisms that are hoary with age, for it is alike need- 
ess and useless to do so. I shall content myself by referring to the pronounce- 
ment of Your Honour's gifted and capable Secretary, the Hon’ble Mr. Gait, whose 
conhrmation as Chief Secretary has been welcomed all round, who, in 
closing the last year’s liudp-t dclmte, rightly characterized the Educational as 
the most important subject of all. in ids recent able and exhaustive 
Quinquennial Educational report Mr. Earle, the outgoing Director of 
Public Instruction, says in elfcet the same thing, which is endorsed by Your 
Honour’s own frank and forceful resolution on the highly interesting and 
instructive report. His Excellency, the Viceroy, in rej)lying to the address 
of the Bharat Dharma Mahamandtil the other day made similar remarks, 
which were repeated by His Excellency, as Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University, in ids ,)ubilec Convocation address the other day. And our 
distinguished Vice-Chancellor wlio, without having had the chance of having 
been an Educationalist by profession, has made educational (juestions his 
life work, and whose re-appointmont has boon welcomed by all, more tlian 
endorsed the Chancellor’s utterances. Those are all pronouncements fresh in 
public memory. And it is hardly necessary to go back to more ancient 
times or to quote more interested authorities, for illustrating the truth of the 
Uon’blo Mr. Gait s claim that Education is the most important question 
of all, important Horn the point of view of the ruhal and the ruler 
alike, important intrinsically as well as from the low-grade point of view 
of economy and expediency, political and otlierwiso. It is not necessary 
to labour points of adndtted truth, excej)t as an insurance against ‘ Lost we 
forget ’, and to see and test how far theory and practice arc reconcilable. 

“Coming at oyce to details which, having regard to the importance and 
supremo interest of the subject, I beg leave to examine at length the figuri's for 
the year under the head Education, which stand somewhat as follows 

“ In the Ilon’ble Mr. Oldham’s B])e<‘ch, laying the budget on the table, we 
were told that the Educational outlay, from Provincial Funds, has sfisailily 
risen from 26 lakhs in 11)02-06 to 42] laldis in the revised estimate for tho 
current year. We arc also told that part of this increase has been borne l)y the 
Imperial Government. 'I’ho one or the other sUtemont must, however, be 
incorrect ; for, if the Imperial Government is bearing any portion of the 
42] lakhs (wliich is really tho case), the outlay from the I’rovincial F’umJs can- 
not be 42] lakhs. Turning to the budget proper (pages 20 and 21), we find tin 
budget estimate for the next year is Ks. 50,00,000 in round numbers, wJiich 
similarly includes Imperial grants, such as those underthohoadingof ‘ University 
and Private Collegiate Grants,’ amounting to Its. 1,60,000. Coming, however, 
to the General Review (page 12;, we find tnat the Educational budget of the year 
is not Rs. 50,00, 0()(', but is so much as Rs. 61,60,000. If this was any but a mere 
tiansfer entry, we should have expected the Financial Secretary triumpliantly 
claim, in his introductory speech, that tho Educational budget of Bengal, 
Provincial or otherwise, has risen from 26 lues in 1006 to near upon 62 lacs 
in 1908. He judiciously ref lains. however, from such a claim with discreet 
modesty, because the figures its. 62,60,000 are made up as a result of the recent 
classification of accouiits under the orders of the Imperial Government, by 
which the adjusting head of contributions between Provincial un<l Local ha-i 
been abolished ; and more than 11] lacs of rupees spent on Education by local 
bodies is shown in tho Provincial Budget, because it is said that most of the 
expondiiure irom the District Fund Aecounfci is mot from grants from 
Provincial Revenues, that is, revenues which used to be available for Provhicisl 
purposes in /r«-Self- Government tunes, such as receipts from ferries and 
pounds which were localized on the introduction of Local Self-Government, 
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“ Local Self-Government is some years old, and, with increasing age, is 
soon expected to expand. The framers of the Lociiliziition Scheme had never 
thought of giving the Provincial Government credit for what the local bodies 
themselves would do by virtue of localization; but, apparently, the scheme is 
working so well that the Imperial Government thinks that to put their work 
and the Provincial work together as one whole would make a braver show than 
to lot Provincial work appear all by itself. The method.s of classification of 
accounts, now introduced, may not actually take away with one hand what 
the other has given; but the paper array ot'umnilicence, of which the Hon’ble 
Mr. Oldham would not lay undue stres.s in his opening speech or in the 
budget itself, finds unaccountably prominent reference in the General lieview. 

“ The figures given in the General lieview require more than passing 
examination. Whereas by way of popularizing an unpopular institution, 
Ks. 80,<)0t), the gift of the Government of India, is devoted to University Educa- 
tion. As can be gathered incidentally, from page 2 of the General Review and 
nowhere else, Rs. 80,000 out of a lakh and 00 thousands inoie are given by 
the Government of India for Collegiate Education, that is, to assist the private 
colleges to meet the requirements of the University. Neither of these sums is 
anytiiing like; adequate, having regard to the immensity of the area and the 
vastriess of the reejuiremonts. For European and Eurasian education 'there is 
an Imperial grant of Rs. 65,000, and for Technical Education there is a grant 
of Rs. 35,000. The total extent of educational assistance that Hengal gets 
from tlio Imperial Government is thus Rs. 2,10,000. 

“ Imperial liberality is not so stinted and limited in some other directions, 
for the state of affairs is a shade better in regard to Famine Relief, for which 
Rs. 2,00,000 have been allotted, and in regard to Sanitation, for which a strictly 
oar-marked sum of Rs. 4i lakhs has, by way let us hope, of a beginning, been 
allotted. ' ’ 

“Imperial liberality is, however, the most marked in the case of the 
Police; because, for Police re-organization, 12 lakhs of rupees has been allowed 
and a further sum of Rs. 21,000 has been allowed for relieving Municipalities 
of police charges. It can serve little useful purpose to repeat the hard 
things that have been said often regarding such patent disparity; and if 
the Police requires strengthening and re-organizing, as it admittedly does, we 
have no reason to grudge the necessary grants, particularly when Provincial 
revenues are relieved and the grant happens to be Imperial, as it well 
may bo. A better, more efficient, less corrupt and more civil Police would 
be a boon that no one can reject or resent, and it ought to afford some 
further field of employment for our educated men by holding out better pav 
and prospects in its ranks than obtains at the present moment. Rut Education 
has stronger claims and higher rights that the Imperial Government has not 
adequately recognized, wbich is a grievance that we respectfully ask Your 
Honour’s Government to bring home to the Imperial Government, for this 
if for no other reason, that a better educated community will require less Police 
and Jail expenditure, which between them cost mure than a crore and-a-half and 
will require possibly lees famine relief. We are glad and thankful that Your 
Honour made a bravo stand in the Imperial Council for Your Honour’s own 
Province, for assistance in regard to Grain Compensation Allowance and for 
release of Public Works Cess for the benefit of the Province; or, in other words 
for a more liberal Provincial Settlement that would not oblige us to go up to the 
Government of India at every turn, hat in hand, for special allotments. But 
so long as the special allotment system obtains and Provincial Governments 
have to resort to mendicancy, few claims can be higher or ought to be better 
recognized than those of Education and Sanitation. 

“Between directing, inspecting and miscellaneous charges, whatever 
that may include, we have Rs. 8,26,000 out of the total of 50 lakhs. Ihe 
Government Colleges, general and professional, that are not within the 
range of inspection cost 12 lakhs and-a-half. The Government Schools 
(general and special, whatever that distinction again may be) cost over 
14 lakhs. Orants-in-aid to private schools amount to over ld| lakhs, and 
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Scholarships come up to only Rs. 1,70,000. Last year there was an item of 
fifl, 1,41,000 under the heading of ‘Re organization of Salaries', but there is no 
charge under this important head this year ; nor is there any provision for 
Primary Education and other educational schemes tliis year, us against a 
provision of Rs. 4,54,000 last year, which had not been expended we suppose. 

‘‘There may be some provisions, covering this ground, under the lieading 
‘Special Government Schools ’ which, among other things, shelters remarkable 
charges like those of Reformatory Schools and increased dietary for Reforma- 
tory school students. The whole thing is so much mixed up that it is impossible 
to get a sufficient idea as to how much is for Education proper and how much is 
for absolutely extraneous purposes, which ought not to liave been permitted 
to swell the Educational l)udgot. For example, according to the General 
Review as W(dl as the actual budget figures, wo liave a lump provision of 
Rs. 85,000 for Teclinical Education ; whereas, in the Ilon’ble Mr. Oldham’s speech, 
we have it that Tcjchnical Education, in all its branches, ac counts for an aggre- 
gate provision of more than six lakhs. The most curious and diligent will 
find a difficulty in inaking up tlio six laklis from any of the figures in pages ‘<^0 
and 21, oven if the whole of the cojjts of the Civil Engineering College, 
amounting to Rs. 8,27,700, be taken into consideration. 

“If there was any real ohjoet in making mere paper entries, the charges 
for Agricultural and Veterinary (,/olloges ami similar otlior institutions, might 
well have been brought under Education, instead of AgricultuK^; and if Reform- 
atory Scliools arc to come under Education, Jails and the Rolico, which are 
supposed in some quarters now-a*days, to have excellent educative effect, may as 
well do so and the array would be braver still. I'liis cannot and ought not to be 
the idea and tlie object, for, [from page 22 of the budget, wc lind that the charges 
for the Medical Scliools and Colleges, amounting to Rs. 8, 70, 000, rightly come 
under tlio heading ‘Medical’ and not * Educationar ; and if tliore was tr> be n 
mixing up, I would much rather havc^ the Medical Education ihargi's included in 
Education proper than the Rclormatory Scliools cliarges, tljough there may be 
authority and precedent for this. What I hav(' urgial at some hiogth ougiit 
U) constitute a powerful plea for timely jiublication of details, for intolligt nt 
appreciation of the situation, and for dotiuaniiiatiou, as to how much is for 
education proper and liow much is lor educational paraphernalia, of wdiich we 
are aj)t to have more novv-a-days than of the real article. 

“ An outstanding feature of the Educational figures is the ])reponderance of 
the directing and inspiating clmrgi^s, though that which is to i>c din‘cted and 
inspected has not proport ionati ly expanded. According to tla^ General Rcvjijw, 
inspection charges amount to fi/r lakhs, and tlio charges for the legitimate sub- 
ject-matter of inspection, the ‘General* Govenimeiit schools, amount to Its. 0 
lakhs and 17 thou.sand. The ‘Special’ schools, costing 7 lakhs, 15 thousand, can- 
not claim or need any very considerable share of this inspection, for we have 
Reformatory Schools and suefi like tilings included under the heading. The 
I’rivate Schools, wliich cost 15 lakhs, 61 thousand, in grants-in-aid, also do not 
undergo very extensive ins{)ectiori, though it is fairly exacting. Tliese cIoshcs 
of institutions, which are the only institutions reijuiring or cajiablo of inspec- 
tion under present arrangements, come up to a total of less than 29 lakhs, and 
the inspection charges by theuiseives come up to jakhs, according to the 
(Teneral Review. If, liowiwer, the figures under the head ‘ Jiispection at page 
20 of the budget be correct, the inspection charges are not fi| lakhs but tl lakhs 
and 87 thousand. The discrepancy, though hardly requiring reconciling, ift 
another pica for publication of details. Out of Rs. 2, ’» 1,000, repres(;i;ting the 
year’s addition of non-recurring Educational charges, only Rs. 29,000 is for pur- 
poses other than inspection ; and 2 laklis and 2 thousand are for inspection proper. 
Inspection may be, and no doubt is, highly nece-'^siiry for sound Education; 
but inspection-ridden eductitioii that is primarily stitrved can never prosper, and 
it is a moot question whether more money ought not to be spent on the arti- 
cles to be inspected tlian on the inspecting machinery. And some of the 
schools, receiving quite vulgar fractions of the grant of 15 lakhs, would be 
decidedly the better for less exacting inspections and more liberal grants. 
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Inspection on inspection and inspection of inspection is apt to end in shrimps 
and water-weed floating in the improved milk^supply, as happened in the case 
of the fabled lioyal consumer of old. The University proposes to have its own 
inspections to see that schools are conducted in accordance to its prevailing 
idea of things ; and it would be a move in the right direction to help the 
University in getting its inspecting staff instead of augmenting the Government 
inspecting agency, whose very strength may prejudicially affect the University 
proposals. It is a matter for serious consideration, and I earnestly invite the 
attention of the Government to this phase of the h^ducational problem. Now 
that the University is in direct touch with the schools, University inspections 
would be mucli more needed and useful than Government Inspections ; and 
here is a field of co-oporation with the University, which Government should 
welcome and make full use of. It should spend more on Education itself than 
on Inspection of Education, which somehow or other seems to be the dominant 
idea according to recent notions. 

In connection with the recent augmentation of inspecting agencies, I 
desires to draw your Honour’s attention to some Educational transfers. It 
struck me that thcTO is now-a-daj s much freer interchange between the 
teaching and inspecting stalls than is likely to be beneficial to either 
branch of the service. It may be en-oneous to speak of them as two branches 
of the service, under the exsisting order of things. But teaching is hardly 
likely to be of a superior order, so long as teachers and professors liave to 
look to inspectors’ posts for remuneration and recognition ; and there is bound 
to be loss of administrative efficiency, if trained inspectors are likely to be 
drafted on to teaching work indiscriminately. A well-marked line of 
cleavage seemed to be apparent in recent times, and if that was judiciously 
maintained it would hardly be necessary to have two distinct branches of 
service. But, if for any object, intendiange of officers, like what has been 
going on of late, be deemed necessary, the sooner tlu^ branches are separated 
and the teaching branch be made self-contained and permanently more attrac- 
tive, the better for real Educational reform. 

Wo cannot gather from the budget before us as to what the 
exact and actual requirements of the Education Department for the 
year was; and all that we have is what the Financial Department, out 
of regard to its own resources, has been able or has thought fit toullo\N, 
possibly ill consultation with the llon’ble Mr. Streatfeild wiio is directly in 
cliarge of the Department. We do not know how and on wliat principles and 
by whom the process of cutting and clipping has been conducted ; and whether 
an arbitrary line has been drawn somewhere in the expiTt budget ? I trust 1 
shall be pardoned for giving expression to these misgivings, for such arbitrary 
linos arc not entirely a myth. Instances are not wanting, though fortunately 
rare, in which experts in Schmee have made requisitions for scientific 
instruments, which a superior department or a superior officer in the same 
department has sanctioned up to a certain length down the list of requisitions, 
without thinking fit tu have the requisition suitably revised and re-cast as a 
whole, by reason of the proposed rotrenchmont. Such interference is least 
tolerable in the Education Department ; and if the Government is not 
able to sanction more than portions of the departmental requisition either 
the departmental requisitions should be carefully revised in the light of the 
possible sanction, or a lump sanction should be made and the department 
should be left to re-adjust its requirements. This may be anticipating Decen- 
tralization to a certain extent, but would undoubtedly contribute to good work 
and efficiency ; and if the idea cannot be immediately or entirely worked out a 
certain amount of departmental elasticity ought to be permissible, so that the 
pressing wants, that the Financial Department may have failed to appreciate, 
may to some extent be attended to. 

The most noticeable omission in the Education budget of the year is, that 
of sufficient or any provision for extension of the Presidency College. After 
straining one’s eyes all through the budget, one comes across an item of 
Ra. 20,000, at pages 3 and 13 of the General Review, for improvements in the 
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Presidency College, a non-recurring charge, which must be intended for pur- 
chase of instruments and implements and such like things ; and neither for 
strengthening of the staff, nor for puchaso of land or erection of buildings. At 
page 13, there is a lump provision of Ks. 25,000, for strengthening the stuffs of 
Government Colleges, against the necessary minimum of ten times ns much, 
in which the Presidency Collogo may no doubt duly share. It is well-known 
that all our Government Colleges are undermanned, and if Collogo authorities 
were invited or encouraged to complain or suggest we sliould have requisitions 
for two, if not three, Professors and Domonstrators, instead of a solitary one that 
has now to do all the work. And they should have to be Professors and Demos- 
trators on higher pny, with better prospects and of quite a superior calibre. In 
this connection, Dr. Moris Travc'rs’ note on his inspection of the IVesidency 
College affords grounds for serious reflection ; and if the Presidency College is 
not as well-equipped and as well-manned, as it ought to be, the University will 
bo powerless in regard to other colleges, with far lesser resources. The putting 
down of Ks. 20,000, for iinprovenients or the possiblity of particij)ation in tlio 
lump provision of Its. 25,000 for strengthening of staffs, would be wholly in- 
adequate; and the provision of Rs. 20,000, for improvements, brings one buck to 
the question of removal or (extension in situ. If the Colh'ge is ever and at all 
to be removed, expenditure of Rs. 20,00(1, or any sum for improvement, would be 
wholly misspent. 1 should like, in passing, to muk(' similar remarks in connec- 
tion with the expenditure of lls. 30, (/OO on the improvement of tlu> Sihpur 
Laboratory, in view of its proposed removal to Ranchi. If, on the other hand, 
the Presid(?ncy College is not to be removed substantial outlay on the Labora- 
tories and the Library will bo needed, and, removal or no removal, the stuff 
must be materially 8trengtlicn(‘d as soon as possible, for many important 
branches of study arc and Ijave to be neglected. 

And then comes the substantive question of Kxtension or Itomoval. The 
Government has definitely pronounced that there is to b(^ no removal; hut th<^ro 
will be improvement tu situ as decided at the Rolvi^dore Conference of the 3i‘d 
of July last. It is not correct to say that the conclusion come to at tin? Con- 
ference was that, subject to th(3 sanction oi the Secretary of State and to the 
existence of funds, land might he. acipiin^d in the vicinity of tin* present building 
for expansion. It was declared tliut the mdieme had bemi delinitely docid(‘d on 
and must be carried out gi’adually ; that it was necossary at once to notify tlie 
land required for acquisition, and to provide funds for that in the first place. 
It was admitted and (hudanul that the longer th(3 matter was delayed tbo 
greater tlie prices would have to In^ paid for tlio land, and tliut it was essential, 
therefore, to take up the land without delay. It was observed, vvitii great justice 
and propriety, that it would he harsh and impolitic*, to notify the land and not 
proceed with the acquisition, as fast as it was r( 3 a 8 onably possible. It was 
stated that it would be well tu acquire the land within 2 years, and funds 
ought to be provided for that purpose, wliich the Financial Deparfmont 
was asked to do in July last; so that land might be accpiired witfiin 
the last and present year, or rather the prosemt and the next financial 
year. The acquisition notifications were orden^d to bo issued at once, 
and were as a matter of fact issued at once and are carrying important 
legal incidents, to which even the Government cannot sliut its ey(‘H. Strips 
were ordered to bo taken at once with regard to acquisition, wliich meant some- 
thing more, 1 suppose, than mere issue of notifications. Notliing was done last 
year. This year’s budget is also a perfect blank, so far as this imjiortant 
question is concerned ; and there is no explanation for the omission in the 
Financial Secretary’s speech, or in his General Review or in the budget. We 
have of course Dr. Travels powerful plea, renewed in his report for removal 
of the College. It is dated so late as the 24th of January, 1908, and thf 3 public 
could hardly be blamed if, reading Dr. Traver’s report between the lines, it 
were uncharitable enough to construe the omission of this ess( 3 ntial budget 
provision as an index of the disinclination of the Government to ernljurras* 
future and further consideration of the question, by imduding easily 
avoidable C3xpenditure. Nothing could be more explicit and definite than the 
decision of the Belvedere Conference, or Your Honour’s pronouncement after 
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the Lint year'8 Budget debate; and, if the sanction of the Secretary of State was 
needed, it in greatly to be regretted that it was not sought or obtained before 
the notifications were issued and people’s ordinary and inalienable rights were 
interfered with to their serious detriment and prejudice. It is, in relation to 
prr)joct8 above ten lacs, that the sanction of the Secretary of State is needed ; 
and as the idea was to acquire the land in two years, the estimate might have 
been spread over two years and the delay, duo to the formality of obtaining 
the sanction of the Secretary of State, might and may yet be avoided. If 
Provincial Revenues are inadequate, the Imperial Government, which can aiBPord 
a gift of 12 lakhs of rupees for Police re-organization, might easily afford a 
similar or oven lesser gift in aid of Education ; and we would strongly and 
earnestly beseech Your Honour to impress the urgent nature of the need upon 
the Government of India, so that work may be partially begun next year and 
completed the year after. Till the Presidency College is placed on a proper 
basis, the educational standard of the countiy will not be adjusted and this 
delay will tlirow back all real reform for a number of years. The matter is 
thus not of the every-day type, but is one of truly vital importance to the 
educational future of the country. We do hope and trust that, before the 
timo comes for Your Honour to lay down the reins of your exalted office, it 
will be possible for Your Honour to mark its close with this great educational 
work, greater in value in our eyes because out of deference to public opinion ; 
and at variance with Your Honour’s cherished ideas and wishes in the matter, 
Your Honour has been graciously and generously pleased to consent to the 
rctcuitioii and improvement of the Presidency College, where in the midst of 
many memories it stands and has stood. Wo have great confidence, Sir, in 
your suasive powers, and wo feel sure that if matters arc put before th© 
Govx'riiment of India, witli proper vigour and cnijdiasis, the prevailing wail 
duo to this serious omission will yet be turned into a joyous ptean of praise. 

‘‘ There has no doubt been a clear increase of eleven lacs and-a-half of 
j npees in three years of Your Honour’s regime^ for which we )iave every reason 
tA) bo grateful ; for it betokens a sincere and sustained desire to give its due 
shar(‘ of im])ortauce to tliis most important question. Considering how the 
Provincial revenues are dealt witli by the Government of India under the Settle- 
ment systmu, it would b(' difficult to say that Your Honour’s Government is not 
doing iKurly all that can bo doiKK but our and Your Honour’s Government’s plea 
must j)ersisteiitlv be for more goiiorous treatment of the educational situation^ 
the verities <d' which liavo btxn abundantly r(‘alized, recognized and admitted 
by the Government of India in more than one place and on more than on© 
occasion. And how such pleas can ojierate, when strongly and earnestly put 
forth, must be shown by the success or otherwise of Your Honours appeal 
in aid of the IVesidency Ooll(‘ge extension scheme, which I invito and beg of 
Your Honour to make. In the Viceroy and in the Finance MemlKT of the 
Government of India, we have friends of liducation who are able and willing 
to see things in their proper perspective ; and if the other Provinces have 
claims, that ought to be recognized, we certainly do not propose to press and 
pusli ours to their exclusion. For, Sii’, with regard to Education more than 
with regard to other things, we must realize that ‘ India forms one great 
Empire ; that the Provinces are largely connected in interest, and that in this 
great body if one member suffers the other members suffer with it.’ A 
badly-educated India is bad foi the rulers as it is certainly bad for the ruled; 
and a belter educated, strong, loyal and resourceful India will require far less 
policing and far loss internal militarism, than the Government thinks is good 
for it at the present day. Ho will be a friend of Bengal, among our pro-consuls, 
who is able to impress this view of things on the responsible Advisers of the 
Imperial Government; and we shall lejoice to feel and to be able to say that 
Y our Honour has laid the foundatiou of a lasting superstructure of national 
gratitude. We propo^e to give ourselves and Your Honour no rest, till, between 
Provincial and Imperial resources, a substantial beginning of the Presidency 
College scheme has been made; and if Your Honour takes up the matter in 
right earnest, as 1 have no douDt Your Honour wdll, we ought to get the first 
instalment of beneficence earlier than wo think. 
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“ As I have stated above, the ohjectinj; Members of Your Honour’s 
Council are frequently met by one stereotype»l reply : ‘ The Government is 

pledged or committed to this scheme and it must bo provided for.’ To no 
scheme could Wmr Honour’s Government have been more tielinitcly and 
inviolably pledged and committed than the Presidency ('ollegt* sclicme, and 
it is a matter of reurot and wonder that the Financial department took no 
steps to have the pledge redeemed. We, therefore, appeal to Your Honour and 
ask Your Honour to go up to the Government of India to have the engugointut 
kept inviolate, and 1 ajipi al with confidence and hope. 

There arc other important Building projects, in connection witli advance* 
merit of learning, to which 1 should ^ery much like to draw tlie nttcntiou 
of the Government and the Council, but to do whicli 1 find little encourage* 
ment indeed, considering bow the Ihesidency College extensions are faring. 
All the same, I feel it my duty to refer to a highly-imj)'>itant sclieine, tiie 
extension of tbc Senate * House buildings, which must be undertaktoi m 
the immediato future, d ho mnnificeiu gift of His Highiu'ss the Mal.atji ja 
of Durbhanga, wliicli all true loveis of Kducation trust is but the ca- nest 
and fore-runner of a freer flow from the purse of our wealthy magnates, 
will make tlio building of a long-needed llniveisity Library soon possiidc. 
But we are in tho position oi people who luive fluids to build, but 
no suitable land to buildi on. d'in're is no doubt, at the back of the Stiiate 
House, land long acquired for the purpose of a library ; among otlier things, 
acquired at a time when no one thought that it would bo possible to have a 
line Library building, such as lacs of rupees ouglit to be able procure. A 
building, such as we could then allord, had best perliaps be away in the back 
ground^ But if I could make all feel like I fool in the matter, 1 would have the 
kamessar Library, right ou the road frontage, with its lofty and attractive 
facin<’', an instructive object-lesson to our pliilantln'opically-inclined milliouHires. 
WorlTing upon ideas such as these, 1 pressed that the market fo the south 
of tlie SiMiati' House should be acipiired and the Kamessar library shoiild be 
locattd on the corner plot; the back land away from the tram-line bidng 
reserved for the press, the laboratories and other buildings. There can be no 
doubt that the market will, sooner or later, have to be acquired, and it 
wniiild be a grave economical blunder to delay the acquisition longer than can 
be helped. The Viee-Chancellor had long suggested and insisted on this 
acquisition; and tliat it has been so long dolV3rn‘d, through want of funds, is 
distinctly unfortunate. And it is now doubly uufortuiuito that wo do not know 
where tittinglv to place the Kamessar Library, for the Univcisity has still ir> 
funds. 1 invite Your Honour to come to its aid. We may pi<»l)ably be told 
that all such grants have hitherto been made from the ImpiTial Funds, rind tloit 
is the greater reason for the ITovincial (Joveniment also doing homo oi 
duty to die University in this directic)jL That the lU'cd is pn'ssing is.boyrMid 
all questions, for we shall liave to pay a good deal iii(»ro later on foi 
what may cost us less now; and if the Provincial (iovernment gives ns some 
slight asMStaiico, iis good example may not improbably he inntfited by tho 
Eastern Bengal Government, and we may also fittingly j^ress the (lovernment 
of India for*lts contribution of aid in such Hhaj)e as may be lifting; the 
University may thus he assisted to g(!t that whicli it would ho next to impo.^siblo 
for it to achieve unaided, at least within a reasonable time, i would, tlierefore, 
beg of Your Honours Government to be pleased to j»rovidf3 a substantia 
portion of the costs of these higlily impoitant and beneficial public works. 

“ There are some other necessary and urgent building works, in conne^'tifm 
with the Educational work of Bengal, to which 1 M it my duty to draw Your 
Honour’s attention before passing on to other umMcrs. Large works have 
recently been undertaken in connection with the M(‘lical Collect; and tho 
Medical College Hospitals; but, having regard to growing requirements, they 
are nothing like enough. One of the princinal works in progress js the 
Surgical block of tho Medical College, for which there is a budget allotment 
of two lac.« and thirty thousand rupees ; and tliis year tlio fourth block of the 
Medical College has been provided for at an oxpen.se of 90,000 rupees, Pmt the 
CoUege is badly in nerd of properly-equipiied Biological.and Physical LnljoratorioM, 
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and also a hostel for non-military students. The last two are urgently needed 
for compliance with the University regulations, which had for the time being to 
be re laxed to a certain extent, and no time should be lost in providing Govern- 
ment institutions with what is being insisted on in the case of private institu- 
tions. Much stress has recently been laid on proper hostel accommodation, as 
a necessary educational machinery ; and such amachinery would be most needed 
in the case of medical students who, if they are not living with their 
own people, are best nearest their hospitals, and whose hours make it impossible 
for hostel or mess authorities, at a distance and unconnected with the College, to 
GAcrcise proper check and control. The Hooghly College also is sadly in 
need of proper hostel buildings as well as of separate school buildings, which are 
insisted on by the University regulations ; and I desire to impress upon the 
Government the necessity of early supply of these bare necessities. There is 
another much-needed hostel which has been practically promised for a long 
time, and that is in connection with the Datjoeling School. I was glad to see it 
announced in the newspapers that the Bengal Education Department will 
shortly purchase, at a cost of Rupees 20,000, a plot of land for the construc- 
tion of a Hostel and for a play ground near the school ; but I see no budget 
provision for it. If the newspaper announcement is not a mistake, then the 
mistake in the budget should bo corrected ; and if it is a mistake, then also 
will the budget require correction, in regard to this long and much-felt want, 
at a place where Your Honour’s Government is located for a considerable 
part of the year and where many Government servants are obliged to keep 
their children for education. 

“ The Goveremoni of India, to which we owe the present Educational policy 
for good and evil, owe heavy duties and responsibilities which it has not 
adequately recognized and is not realizing. Tn make an admittedly unpopular 
University Act as popular and acceptable as possible, it began with an inconsi- 
derable grant of eighty thousand ruj>eeB towards the bettering of non-Govorn- 
ment Colleges in Westeiu Bengal, and another inconsitlerablo sum in Eastern 
Bengal which could but go a very small way towards real reform. 'J'he Chancel- 
lor’s recent announcement, about endowment of a Chair in Economic Science, 
wliich 1 trust will be fittingly called the Minto Chair, is an important step 
towards realization of tlie duties of the Government of India in the matter, 
BO far as relates to the University proper. The Government Colleges, wliich 
are important adjuncts of the University system^ require a great deal of 
strengthening and supplementing. In the words of Your Honour’s recent 
Resolution, the question as to how far the reforms introduced by the new 
University Act and the new University Regulations are to be real, is very 
largely one of funds? Heavy expenditure is needed in many directions for 
the proper development of the Colleges, according to the new ideals; and the 
means by which this expi niiiture is to be met not only in Government Colleges 
but in deserving Private Colleges, without resources of their own, is a problem of 
the utmost gravity. As Mr. Earle has justly remarked in his admirable Educa- 
tional Jioport, it is now, as it alwuys has been and will be, for the Government 
CoIlogCvS to take the lead in shaping a better model for general Education ; but 
the 1‘roviiicial Funds available are insufficient to do more than ensure a bare 
eompliauce with the regulations. We must, therefore, look to the Government of 
India for substantial help. Much remains to be done to put the staff and 
appliances, even in the foremost of the Government Colleges, on a proper footing ; 
and wiiouever any important schemes of reform are put forward, the Govern- 
mint is met with the problem of making two rupees do the work of four or 
j)eihhps more. "Inhere is one unbroken and agonizing cry for more men, better 
men, better paid men and better classes of men; and the Government is obliged 
to say, in a sober and consideied document, that it is beyond the power of 
the Governmint to meet all or nearly all the demands made upon it 
and the one hope of real progress seems to lie in the liberality of private 
])orsons. 

‘ The demand made upon the Government’, which in the words of the 
Resolution, the Government is unable to meet, is, we take it, in respect of its 
own institutions and institutions that it aids. And the Director, in his Report, 
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more than once calls attention to the large share of Educational expenditure 
in England, which is met from endowments and private contributions, 
English analogies are not to be applied in this (tountry to Educational matters, 
was the criticism, lust year in this Council, in reply to the llon’blo Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu, whoso uncomfortably ample and beavy mantles have 
fallen on weak and unworthy shoulders. And may not his successor usk in all 
humility, as to why analogies like this should be forthcoming with regard to tho 
particular matter of Ihivate Endowments alone? \Vl»erc are tho endowments 
to come from, for which the Government is placidly wuiiting for n ulization of 
Educational ideals of its own (wation or framing, in its own colleges and 
institutions ? Wlmt we are pleading for strenuously in this Council is for better- 
ing of Government models at (iovemment expense, and we are toM that real 
reform is imp issible, except with tho aid of private liberality. Tho stand- 
ing complaint is that the Government does too little for tln^ people in the matter, 
taking its own institutions and aided institutions togotlnu- ; and tho reply 
practically amounts to this, that the people must not only do nearly all in 
regard to their own institutions, but must help Government institutions as 
well. Uefening to the Iloirijlo Babu Bhupendra Nath Basirs statistics last 
year, showing how small a sum is spent on Education in India compared to 
European counlries, the lloirblo Mr. Gait said that it is obvious that 
expenditure must depend on the ineome available; and that it was (juito clear 
that the Government of India cannot rival Switzerland in H}>ending more than 
Ks. 9 per head of the populathm on Edneation, when its total revenue from all 
sources is not much more than Ks, 4 per head. But it strikes us that 
Switzerland does a really heroic thing in spending more than Rs. 9 on Educa- 
tion, out of an income of not more than EC to 58. per head, which according to 
popular ideas woul 1 be something like IN. 13 ami according to the current rata 
of Exchange would l )0 Rh. 19 per head. Our Government spends the magnificent 
sum of one anna and three pies pi r head, not out of ten ))ics of revenue per 
head, but out of more than Ks. 4 ])cr head. Since the Horrble Mr. Gait thought 
it vvortli while to controvert the position of my predecessor in ofli(!e, it would 
be ns well to examine the matter with some little care, ddie hon^blo gentle- 
man apparently overlooked that the public revenue of the Republic, which is 
happily safe from all Kaiser-dVetHlmouth controversy, had an im^omo in 
1904 (from which year’s figures the ])orcentago was takim) of no more ilian 
£4,257,200 from a population of 341,300, which gives a revenue of something 
like £l-5g. or about Uh. 19 per hea l, out of which Ks. 9-11-2 (Ks. 3,20,200/ was 
spent on Education. Or, in other words, the Government of Switzerland spends 
nearly half of what it gets, against a pice and a quarter out of tho rupee that 
our Government gets. But then the Executive power of the Republic is in 
tho hands of the National Assembly, the President of which has a salary of 
£ 720 , the Vice-I^rosident and other members of the Council being paid 
£ 480 a year, and all other expenses being naturally projiortionate. Of 
course Switzerland is without a standing Army, a reform that the Zakka 
Khels would welcome in this country with great relish and gusto, and even 
the Militia, which effectively takes the place of the standing Army, have to 
provide their own badges and uniforms. These are not reforms immediately 
within the range of practical politics in this country, and sime (^ven our 
Assistant Magistrates will not look with complaisance at the Swiss President’s 
pay, we shall not expect our Government to spend half its revenue on our 
Eaucation. But would a paltry four anna bit per head, out of more than four 
rupees that we bring to the Imperial Coffers every year, though starvf^fl and 
famished, be too exacting a standard for our Iviiicational demands ? Is it a 
demand, we ask, tbiit, in the terms of the Ilon’ble Mr. Streatfeihr« recent 
Resolution, is beyond tho power of tho Government to meet ? If it is all to be 
a question of figures, statistics and proportions, you have to look at the question 
as an entire whole ; and we have a right to complain and do complain that 
just a little more than one-sixty fourth, jufet a little more than e pice in the 
rupee, that you take out of us in the shape of revenue, though most of us 
can never afford even a meal a day, should be spent upon that which is 
a certain insurance against lawlessness, to put it on no higher grounds. 
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^^And wliat princely and munificent endowments do you expect from a 
people out of whom the Government with its powerful, resourceful and watchful 
tax taking machinery, of grotesquely manifold order^ cannot take out more than 
Uh. 4 pf*r head, in the shape of Provincial and Imperial taxes and revenues ? By 
wjiy of indicating as to what the people are doing, 1 would biiefly refer to events 
like these. Ours are a people with perennial Famine conditions, prevailing from 
year's end to year’s end. Ours is a community loaded with lower middle classes, 
whose conditioiis aie much mure pitiable than those of ^ the labouring and 
agricultural classes, as Your Honour, with great effect and pathos, stated the 
other day at tlie Town Hull Famine Relief meeting. It is these very classes, 
whom the present abnormally high prices so severely afi’ect ; from which our 
studer\t8 and teachers mostly c une, and see how manfully, in >*pite of their 
known and admitted troubles, they aie trying to do their duty in the matter 
of Education. And it is chiefly from these classes, in other countries, that the 
munificent E lucaticmal and other endowments come. What wonder then that 
Educational endowments, in this country, are few and far between ? I 
shall not, for my present purposes, refer to gifts of gentlemen and noble- 
men like the Maharaja of Hurblianga, the late Babu Prasanna Kumar 
Tagore, the late Maharaja Sir Jotindra Mohan Tagore, the late 
Mr. Prom Chand Roy Chand, the late Babu Guru Prasanna Ghose and 
the many minor donors, who have contributed to tho* twenty-six lacs of 
rupees wurtli of endowments in the University of Calcutta, to which the Vice- 
('hancellur of the University referred the other day in his Convocation 
address. Tliesu are (‘iidowmcnts that might and ought to be manifolded if all 
who, in similai’ spheres of life, have the capacity, as also the inclination to 
imitate the noble-minded donors whom 1 have named. Nor shall J, by 
way of justification or vindication of our people's position in regard to 
this matter, refer to events like the foundation of institutions like the 
Hindu School, the Hart* School and tlie Belhune School, l)y private enterprise ; 
nor to tlie foundation of institutions, in recent times, like the Indian Association 
for Cultivation of Science, the Association for assisting our young men to 
jnoceed to Foreign Countries to study Industries, the National Council of Edu- 
cation ami the Bengal Technical Institute and otlier Institutions, in connectirn 
with which a groat deal of energy and money is being spent in a quiet and 
workmanlike way : all tending to the educational and economic salvation of 
the country. I would rather confine myself for the present to what the people 
themselves are doing in u still more unostentatious way every day of their 
life, and the evidence of which is to be found in tlie Government Reports 
and the Goveinmeiit Resolution, though to a very limited extent. 

In Your Honour’s Resolutions on the Quinquennial Educational Report, it is 
observed that liie ex))enditure iluving ]90(>-()7, on t^econdary Education, was 
Rs. 25,4.‘l,10o, of whi(‘h Rs. was from the public funds. The ^total 

oxjieinlitiire on Primary Education, during tlio same year, was Ks. 25,50,768 of 
which the jiublic funds contribute d Jvs. 8,04 ,749 or Jhrl per cent, Tire total 
cxpcndituie on the education of girls and women was Rs. 5,46,803, of which 
the public funds contributed Rs. 2,.^0,631. In regard to Eurppean schools the 
public funds contributed Rs. 1,55,790 out of Jis. 11,67,077 in 1901-02. 
We have no information in the Resolution and Report regarding Arts and Techni- 
cal schools all over the counti}', that are entirely supported by private funds- 
these institutions do not submit ai^y return to the Government, being in no 
way subject to Government control or inspection. For similar reasons, 
no information is available in rtgard to our great private and Missionary 
Colleges and Muhammadan schools and Maktabs and Madrasas, Sanskrit toles, 
vaxFms Homeopathic and Ayurvedic and Yunani schools, and last and not the 
least to our Allopathic Colleges, some of which ^ ill soon fittingly claim affiliation, 
which do not exist or work for pecuniary gain, but generally at a losjs to tlie 
promoters ; and are carrying on tlu educational work of the country under the 
hoaviesl conceivable handicap, against which some measure of Government relief 
is now being gradually vouchsafed. 

‘ In passing, 1 may be permitted to draw Your Honour’s attention to the 
excellent work tiiat is being steadily done at these medical schools and colleges, 
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and the lumpituls attached^ or ufliliated to them, by private exertions and 
out of contributiona that Your Honour 8 G<^vermnent niroly luara anything 
about. A body of uon-ofiieial workers i8 beinn; trained up, some of wJioni are 
iu their own reBpective splieree able to hold tlieir own a^niinst all coiners. 
While non-officials are bcung freely associated in other imporlniit public 
work,^ people are naturally a8kiii;>: themselves, and wmild like to ask 
tlie Government, ns to whether tlie talents and devotion of iKm-sorviee 
medical men could not be some way utilized and their w'ork ree(»;^niized and 
encouraged, under a well-thought-out scheme, in whicli service inti rests would 
of course in the first intance be safeguarded? An attempt like tins has n'contly 
boon made iu Bombay, and if it has not ijuite succeeded, it is beiiiiiso of 
mistakes that w'ould have to be carefully avoided (‘Isewduue. It would be 
a welcome, wholesome and necessury dej[)arture, the author of which would 
be long and l()vingly remembered by all interested in problems of ISanitation 
and Medical Education. (Jur Law 1-Miicatiou is mostly iu private hands, and 
the moat that Government attempts is the koejiing u|) of the ])rolilable 
and ohsoloto Pleadeiahip Examination. This is another field of Eiliicatiun 
in wliich a re-arrangoment of ideas will soon be neceasary, though in a 
somewhat ditlereiit direction. 

Though jirivate liberality iu these domuina may not bo very large 
or very much in evidence, it would hardly he correct to say that a pro- 
verbially |)oor people are not doing what they can, by wniy of supphmu'iiting 
Goverumont endoavoura. I say all this not by way of apology, but for 
emphasizing the need of more lila^ral tr(‘atn)ent of the hituation by the 
Government, Provincial as well as Impirial. ddio ])arauiount need for 
greater expenditure is admitted and moans must be found, if it is not 
to bo said tliat the Govirnmimt has iijmet our notions of things and liua 
set up ideals, in realizing wdiieh it will not Indp ua to ita utmost, no, 
not even in its owui schools and (-olhv^es; better far that thero w'as no new 
University Act and that wr were allowed to go our own way in modest humi- 
lity and woik out our educatioiml aulvalion na lies! a« wt' could, and in aa lf>ng 
a span of time as poa^il>lc^ W(‘ never understood why otherwisi*, for teaching 
and learning of sciencin ( lalxuatc^ and costly ajijiliances, which we craild not 
afford, aliould liave been insisted on; and w'by on failure to jjrovide them at a 
price, perfectly beyond our means, allacidici* teaching waa to stop? TJie opening 
lecture of Dr. fSclmster showed up the weukiums of a position like tliia with 
unmistakable clearnusa, and tin' liairned ProfesH(»r madi* some of ua tiincli 
and wince that we lia\c iaen party to the inHistance tliat true science needH 
forbidding and prohibitive parujdicnuilia; ami lie lia» re convim-cd ub of wbat wo 
had long been convinced that it is the men and not upon cosily apparatus in hand- 
some, lofty and well-eipjipjied and expensiv© lahoratrnies, with liot and cold 
water and other comforts and conveniences laid on in abundance, regurdlesfl of 
costs and resources, upon wliich proper science stiidieB will he poHdble. And wa 
must see tliat teaching and researeh work gf) on side by side, except in 
exceptional cases, and that the one does not militate with the ether, d’liere has 
been painfully aliundant evidence of late that the pc'ople will never be able to 
afford all this out of their own resources, and a hulplesB Government now appeals 
to private liberality. The old world ideal ifl fihattered, and in the words of 
the Vice-Chancellor, in the Convocation address, aB well ns of Your Honour’s 
Resolution to which I have jireviously referred, tLc; avail.ible funds are in- 
iuflScient to do more than ensure hare attainment of the new ideal. f>en the 
Government Colleges have to be etarved in regard to the full curriculum, and 
subjects after subjects have to he given up in Colleges whore they were 
favourites before; and if this is the state of things in the Government Colleges, 
what is likely to be in private and Missionary institutions ? It is a 

E roblem, not only of an utmost gravity, in the words of Your Honour’s i* osolution, 
ut of the gravest anxiety. Wiio is to solve it. and when and lr>w V i am very 
much afraid it istlie Government and the Government alone, aioj not tbo people; 
for a good lot g tin e yet t'» come, that can afford tl»e solution. If the Govern- 
ment is unable or unwilling to extend a lielping hand, there is bound to be 
a re-arrangement of ideas, and most of the Education of the country will pass 
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awny (*ut of Govcnimonl and of University control. It is clear that so 
lon;^ as the i)re8ent system of scUleniont attains, the Provincial Government 
is j-nwerh ss to do all that is lequired, and the Imperial Government, the rich 
leyary of wliose advancc'd lidncational ))olicy tlie country is now called upon 
to enjoy, for t:ooj or evil or l)oth, must come to our aid ; and we look to Your 
lloiioui with conlidence and hope for a ])ropm’ ])rescntmcnt of tlie ease to the 
Govijrinnent of India on our Indialf, and tlie first instalment of such assistance 
will have to he in como'ctifm with the Presidency College. Tho country 
will awuit th(' issue with anxiety. 

Tla‘ ])ropnsal for tlm removal of the Sibpur Engineering College to 
ancdii rriiK('s an importiuit (juestion, which 1 referred to in Your Honours 
Coum il nt tin', last meeting, and as tho r(?ply was slightly encouraging I would 
Ix'g (d‘ Your Honour to consider, before finally deciding, as to whetlnT 
the d\-chnical Department propm* had not best be retained near the inipor- 
1'uit C'-ntre of trader comnn'rce and industry, wdiere ])ractical work of all 
deHcri|)ti(ms would be wdthin easy reiudi ? 1 would beg leave further to raise 

tin' (jinNti(*n in conin'C'tiou with the liudgct also, as to whether the whole 
of our 1'eclinological Education should not be administered by cx])erts, 
better abh* to liandh' it than lay edueationalists, in the samo way as 
medical and agricultural ('ducation is admini.st(‘r('d ? Our people have, after 
a juolonged l:jps(', roc-ognized tlie urgency of Teclinical Education, and in 
the vari('us jadvatt^ institutions that 1 have named a good beginning has 
been made. Your Honour and Your Honour's resjKmsilih' r>fiieers liuvo 
i>\\ our invitation so(‘U some of ibis work, and onougb indication is forth' 
('oming of tin' ciirm St iK'ss of tin' dc siia? t'» pioht hy such education, Ibue 
is an unlioddeii field of self-help which is likdy to bo fully iitilizcni, and tho 
(tio\ (‘riinn nt has not Ix eii tioulded for direct aid. Put <]ier(' is an important 
(Inaction in wdneh f»ov('rnment aid is ])ossil)l(^ and desirable, and tliat is by 
superior liainine’, to turn nut from theCdovc'runient dh ehnological D(^partme».ts 
projaulN' (jualiiied and trained tea(diers, who could make the ))eople’s work 
(usier. \\ e havi' tried U'achers from Eurojn' and America ; we have tried 
ti'uchers fiom JajKiii and fiom various centres (d Indian industry, and somehow 
or otlicr th(' icsult has not been salisfuctoiy. Cujialde, d('votod and willing 
1('aelieib ar(' as badly noi'di'd in th(‘ technological side of education as in other 
sides, and tlu' ( Jovermneiit will be doing an important dut}-, in its own well- 
('(jnipjied model ( 'olleges, it it suecc'eds in training and turning out capable workt rs 
and tlioi'ough ti'acla'rs, wliose field <d usefulnes.s is wry large', in fa(!t practically 
uiiUiiuUmI. 'riu y will find em])loymeiit in ]niblic ns well as jirivate scdiools 
and w'oiksho])s, and will tin inselves jmove to be tlu' nuclei of economic and 
industiial devedojunenfs of no mean magnitude. Bengal is essentially an 
agricultural country, and tlie U'sult is that wdtli the slighes:: depressi(jn of 
Dgiicultuie. winch is unfortunaloly tho normal condition of things noAv-a-days, 
and ilie suiforing m^t only of the agriculturists but of tho untold thousands 
who dejend ujion agriculturists, mostly as idl(3 Imngers-on, is acute beyond 
concejition. As a distinguElicd and liigh-placed expert officer of tho Govern- 
nu'iit has been good enough to suggeest to me, tlie rouu^dy is in starting small 
iiulustriul centres in ugricultuml areas, by w’ay of sujiplementing local re.sources. 
1)V s])!iMnodic and adventitious aids, sucli as have been asked for in tlie Council 
1(tda\, shall \v(' jireserve and better our industries ; but w^e must set to business 
in an organized mainuT. 

“ 'fhe idea is W(dl-w'ortli taking up and considering, and I crave Y^our 
Honour's indulgence for one biE'f moment w’hile 1 n'fer to i'. If Government 
oi jirivate ('nt('r]irise is une(|ual to the task, Municipalities, District Boards 
and Village' ruions may, mub'r })ro])i'r direction and supervision and with 
some sliglit aid, do useful work in this connection. Tiic general idea is to 
have suitable workshops in imjiortant and 8olect(Ml centres; wdioro cultivators’ 
relatives and all who care may lie tauglit jiractical work of weavers, 
blacksmiths, earjientejs, makers of agricultural implements, carving, rattan 
w’ork, dyeing, moulding of bricks and tiles and variou.s other small arts 
ami useful industries on a small scale that one might think of and name. 
With the recent disruption of the caste and guild systems, there has been 
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e ^" 00(1 deal of ccoiiomioal and indnatriul distuiUauc**. and thinfifs have to 
bo re-arranged in tluB, as in many other splu res of life. I have seen 
important centres whore it is dinicuit to get a good hhieksioitli or a good 
carpenter, or even the averaire brick-moulder. If local industrial facilities 
like this could be provided, there \N(aild bo communal as well as indi\idiml 
good, and on agriculturist would not have to travel mih's to a distant \illagi> 
or town to get everyday iinjdeinents mended t)r made? nr>r would lui<'k- 
mouldeis have to be imported by the gang per season, from distant parts* 
at a prohibitive cost. The thing could lieworktHl out at a conijiaraliM'ly snudl 
cost, according to a jiroperly tliougbt-out scheme, and a 1 irge munlu'r of village 
idleri wlio go oidy to swell the ('riminul classes (vudil find profitable' work, and 
agricultural congestion would toaemtain extent Ik* n'li(‘vea. 'riiosi' woikNln>ps 
need not be self-contained in all ciuitri's and oinzlit not t<> bo costly and 
pretentious. Hoards of local members may Ih' const it uttal for directing tlio 
inanagciiicnt, organizing prizes for good woik and for profitable sale of tin' 
outturn. It is by workmaidike luindling of tlu' subject, and not by inc.lusioii 
of fancy subjects in the primary and u])per priimiry courst s of our sednuds, 
that loal economit' good can bt* cxpccti'd. From a small nmdeus like this, will 
there be evolved tin' ojiportunily of di'Vi'loping the most imjtorlaiif woik])y 
degrees and small industrio'^, and individual develojiim'nt will still l^e an ccononm* 
salvation under suitable conditions This tuis Ikk'u iM'C.ognized in llu‘ jieoplcs’ 
institutions, where snuiil and ))rofiiabli' industiii's nr*- ia'ing giv('n dtu'proinim'iicM'; 
and the Govi'nunont will have to supjilemcnt our (‘iidetivoui s in lids direction, 
while not unmindful of the larger works on which it is alrctidy or is about to 1)0 
engaged. Tlie difllculty is to cr(*ate tlicse nuch'i, and lu^ will In' a good 
friend of tiu' country and tin' Governun'iil, who will organi/i' and woik a 
netwe^rk of thcM; small workshojis and industrial ci'iitrcs, side by sid(‘ with 
our model agricultural farms niid (‘ducafionjil institutions, and his name will 
handed down to gratid’ul generatioiiM. As lias often ami truly bii'ii rt'imukud, 
the country is not yet suited foi tin' dcvi'Iojiment of laigo and organized 
industries, and individual (diorts must, for a long while yet, bi' fostered ami 
taken caiv of. 

And, side bv side wouhl, and may, there b(* tln^ ))romotimi of I’lainary 
I'lducation, for wliicli the Govi'riiment is jaepared to do so much. Fvciy rofum' 
has its lads ;ind fetishes that tlie next gmiention has the Hatisfaction of 
Bceiiig explod('d, and one bus only to study between the bin's of \oiir lIonour'K 
reci'iit hhlucational Kesolution to see bow’ somi' ( f these eyphifj, d HclieineH 
are faring. AVe are told that the proportion of pu)iil>, in u)))nu priimiry seliools, 
has shown no advance during the last Id yetns. W’c are ollieiidly and autlnni* 
tatively told that this, coujiled wiili tlni uiijiopularit y of micfdle, veinacuhir 
schools, points to the concluHion that vernacular teaching-, heyoml tlie ehmn'utarv 
stage, does not under ])resent conditions commend itself to jiarciit.s, as being of 
jiractical value. ‘ Graik’s pursuit of kiiowdedgo* innh r diHicultir s’ will, tln re- 
fore, ^x't need levisiiig^ and re-editing, and the tea^Fing of Fnglisli must not he 
attempted to Ik* tiirowui back, J’urther down, in the same Ib-solutifuj, wo 
see lliat the system introduced by the Kiisolution of ]!l01 Iuih pioved a 
failuie, as regards botli intellectual training of tbe childriui and tin; jiroper 
teacliing of the v( macular. A revised Hyllabus for the infant section and 
for Standards I and 1 1 has i>0(‘n published, winch will be intioduc'ed for 1910, 
It is said to he clear, from this syllabus, that it is edueatiorially sound; but 
to my mii;d its failuie is aKo foH'doome.il, foi reas nis tiiat I shall try to ('xplaiii 
later (-n us the}' si like me. AV(' are ri(‘Xt told that tie* Gonimereial classes of lhe, 
Fiesidency College lave failel to )>e pojiular, and the reason to my muoi 
is, that they .Miuglit to turn out mtre aHHi.^tarlls and clerks (which are best 
trained in the lowest ofliei; rung«) and did not aim at giving real eommercial 
education of a superior ami attraetivo type. Tlie failuie is soim wduit of the 
nature c>f th<' failure of the Fort Williiiui College and tiie earlier Government 
educational enterprises, wliicb similarly aiim'd at ilit* out-turn of good clei k-, 
writers ami a^^istants, and did n^t ( ure to make real (Klucation its goal. '1 ho 
list of ( ducat ional failures is by no means yet cxluiusted. We have it in tho 
words of the b’esclution that the work d>nie in agricultural classes, attached b) 
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high kcIiooIh, has not at all bo^cn satisfactory. In fact, says the Resolution, the 
on which they were started was not such as to render success possible. 
Stcjis are now bein^^ taken, we are told, to place t’ esc classes on a businas 
fooimg^ and one must be pardoned for wonderin^^ as to why business footing was 
tlie last and the latest tiling to be tliought of, and not the first and foremost? 
In order for tliein to be successful, these classes must not be considered as a 
part, but must be no more lhan more auxiliaries of high schools, somewhat on 
the linos that I liavo been trying to indicate. Wo have it again that 
the R classes, attaeli(‘d to zilla schools, have proved a failure. Attempts 
are being made to faster the developments of these classes, and the Director 
remarks that their ultimate success must depend upon the extent to which 
the classes of Indian society, who use secondary schools, are j)ropared to 
encourage their sons to take up work, other than Government service or clerical 
employment. '1 his connotes a misconception of the objects of the high 
scli(*ols as well as of these clas8('s against which we protested from the 
licgimiing, and wh. eh accounts for the present failure. Those wlio will want 
g()(.d workmen or good foremen, carry on their work, we take it, on a business /oot- 
iW/; and they will not care for amateurs from High School Agricultural classes 
or zilla school R classes, where the teaching of the special subjects for obvious 
reasons cannot be adequate. So far as manual training is necessary as a part 
i f general training, ns recognized on all hands, have it by all means in our 
schools, l)ut not as a likely reproductive factor. Tliat must be on an entirely 
and osMentially business footing ; and to control and rogulato Industrial educa- 
tion lik(i this, as well as the higher Engineering and Technological education, 
W(‘ badly want a well-equi])j)ed, S(q)arate and special Educutional Department, 
wliich will not make th(‘ many mistakoB that Mr. Earle's conscientious and 
thorough work has discovered. Jly plea for such a dtqjartment is tlius 
strengthened, and w<‘ are glad to note in the terms of Your Honour’s inemoiable 
Resolution that old errois Jiave l)e(‘n realized : ^ and we do hope and trust that 
really sounder id(‘alH will now bt‘ put forward, ’ 

‘^Let me Ik re exjdain why 1 have misgivings as to tluj ultimate success of 
the revised Syllabus, which is claimed to be educationally sounder than its 
prodeccss<a’s and which is to he introduced from 1910. Tliis is neither the 
tinu' nor the jilaco to go into details of so important and technical a question 
like this, and 1 shall have barely time to examine only one of its most 
important phases. 

It up^icars from tlio Resolution of the Rengal Government (in tlie General 
Department) No. date 1 loth June, 1907 {ride (Jalcutta Gazette of 

19th June, 1907), that the Ooviuiunent will prejiarc model text-books t(>r the 
Lower Primary 8eholarsiiip ExQiuiimtiuii, in accordance with a revised Syllabus 
ajJpcTidcMl to that Itesolution, and that these books will replace, from 1910, all 
the Low^cr Primary text-books now ir. use. It has no doubt been provided that 
if the public can pre|)are equally good or better books, tlu so will also be 
accepted. What the inevitable ellect of such a jirovision may be, I need not 
attemj)t to forecast. Rut it appears to me undesirable and unnecessary that the 
Government should enter into competition witli the public, and there can be no 
doubt that the interest of students, as well as of education in general, would be 
best served by leaving the jireparation of text-books to open competition. At 
a time when literature has made admitted advance in Rengal, the necessity for 
fostering 8choobRook Societies does not exist, and the recent strong protest of 
our publishers, regarding matters of this description, must still be fresh in public 
memory. Preparation of model te.Kt books by the Government might be con- 
sidered necessary only on one or other of the two suppositions,— first, that 
there are good reasons for aj)prehonding tliat the public will fail to prepare 
suitable text-books ; and, second, that the Government can secure the services 
of such experts of exceptional ability as may not care to prepare text-books 
themselves. None of these sufipositions are warranted by the existing state 
of things, and books made to order are generally unsatisfactory. 

“As a justification for the first supjiosition, it may possibly be urged that 
though the preparation of Lower Primary Science Piimers now in uso had 
been left to open competition^ no good books are yet available. But, if good 
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Science Primers have not been available, may it not be that the fault lies 
more with the syllabus itself than with the authors? Is not a Lower iVimary 
Science Primer a strange medley of more than half a dozen of scientihc 
subjects (Botany, Zoology, Physics, Chcniistry, Agiieulturo, Hygiene, Domes- 
tic Econoniy, etc.), and no single author could bo expected to do justice to 
all these subjects, within the small compass necessarily allowed? Tim Syllabus 
has now boon revised, and the Lower Primary Science Primers will Ix' roj)laced[ 
and better books may be reasonably expected. There are no g(»od grounds to 
suppose that our authors, some of wdioin are well-advanced, will prove in- 
competent to prepare good literature books for tlio Lower Primary examina- 
tion, even if we concede that they could not prepare good Sciem‘,e Primers 
of the al)ove-montionod type. 

As to the second supposition, which might justify pre]>aration of mo'lel 
text-hooks hy the Government, it may gravelv ))0 d(.ubtril if the abilitif s of the 
experts, whose services tlu* Government may secure, will be su))oii(»r to tiioso of 
the experienced authors whoso books aro now in us(' ; for, it is obvious Uiat, 
the most competent jxnsons will as u rule pr(‘fer to write books on their own 
behalf, since the remiinoration for doing tlie same work for tluj Govtuaiment 
must end ouirht to be far less attraetivo. It would be i!>ton’sting to know the 
• nanx's (d a few ('xp( rts, whose services tli(‘Gov(Tnment may expt et to socun', and 
compaio them with tln)8e wliose l)(X)ks are or are likely to be available 
in the market. If it be urged that the preparation of each book will 1)0 cm- 
trusttal by t}i(‘G(»vernmentt(> a committee, eonsistingof three or four ])ers(ms, and 
that a book prt'parod by a number of persons in consultation vvitli one another 
will be sup(‘rior to a book wiitten by an individual author, it may bo pointed 
Gift, in reply that the advantage, even if real, can but be very small ; and tlmt 
far better bt)oks are bound to be produced by open <x)mpetition, esj)C(dully as 
one of the ruh's of tli(‘ l'oxt-ih)(>ks Committee makes it obligatory uj)on uutliors 
to revist^ their b(X)kB at intervals. 

“ Under these circumstances, I would ask the Government, which has much 
more serious and pressing work in band, to modify th(*ir ibxhsion, with regatd 
to the pn-paratinji of model text 'nooks, particularly in llK^ease of Arithmetic and 
subjects like Literature, (ie(»groj)hy, History and Grammar, in whir^h excellmit 
books already ( xist. And in regard to subjcxds in whi(di there ar(‘ no books 
yet up to the inuik, model text-books slrould Im; witluirawn from circulation 
as soon as efjually and better books are avuilal)h^; for they will tlien liave 
served tiieir jjuipose, and the drovcrnmt iit can have no iiitmition (d’ undertaking 
reproductive piililic works in the l) 0 *)k-making line. It appears from paragrapli 
9 of the Uesolutioii referred t<» already, that the first li^t of approved Ijooks, 
written ac(;ordiiig to the new system, will be issued m Julv, 1909, and that 
private authors will be given one ytair’s time to pn^jiare their books (from 
Juni;, lOOS, to June, 1901! >. Umba this arrange ineni, it wiil be almost im- 
possible for a private author to g(‘t Ins book apjiroviMi in July, 1009; bir ho 
will have to prepare the book and get it printed, and then the hook will have 
to pass through (I ) a eonlidential preliminary examination, and ( 2 ) a, formal 
examination by tin? 1'ext-Book (Jominittrjo. Ail this will re/piirr; ei»ri.sideriible 
time. The result will be that the Ciovminnent. text books will have a 
monopoly for the Lower Briinary examination, Util, thouLdi, jirobablv, it is 
not liio inlentioij of tlu) (joverrnixmt to create a in^ nopoly on its own behalf, even 
for a single year, ‘'^o, if the Government must prepare model ir'xt-bookH, it is 
desirable that their intrfxluci ion into selmols may b^* po.stjrrmed at least by 
another year; and thnt it should be ontcially notilied tluit the examination of 
all books, submitted by private aiiiliorH on or before a ceitain date to la^ fixed 
by the Govornment, shall be finished by the Text book Uernmiit< e, in time for 
the first approved list puijlmhed under tlx* new system. By )>r(‘eautionary 
measures like thesf», the (ioverninent will minimise tm* chanf es of failure of the 
description, regarding which 1 heve taken the blieity to warn the GovernimTit 
nut without hesitation and anxiety. 

** My remarks on Educational topics have already been ho lengthy, that 
1 cannot take up many other plrases of this and other (jueMions that are of 
pressing interest. But I cannot close this subject, without referring to the 
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all-important question of the atatus and pay of our Professors and Teachers. 
In t))o CAi^ting state of the public and private purses, we cannot expect the 
country to 1x3 strewn with Eton and Harrow teachers, or Cambridge and 
Oxford profossors; for we have neither rich endowments nor the capa- 
city to jjuy large fees, which make such a state of things possible. It 
is, liowevcr, clear and admitted that the existing state of things will 
not do and must at once be changed for the better. Your Honours 
Government has earned our abiding thanks by realizing this ; and, in these 
sentiments of gratitude, we have the supreme pleasure of associating the 
name of Mr, Earle, wliose earnest and single-minded endeavour during the 
period of his ollice, has been to better the position of our teachers and 
profesHorH. And fortunately for them and us and for our after-comers, the 
Government of India has also realized the state of things and decided, we hope, 
to come to the rohcuc of the Local Government. We sincerely trust their aid 
will be more solid than in the shape of mere advisory and sympathetic resolutions, 
and,, that th(‘ resources of the Local Government will be substantially supple- 
mented. 'J'lio question lias often been referred to in Your Honour’s Council; 
and now tluit it is engaging the earnest and careful attention of Your Honour’s 
Government as well as of the Imperial Government, it may not be amiss to 
shorily review tlie situation and indicate the points on which immediate 
reform is necessary, and would be possible without prohibitive costs. 

‘‘Idle seliemc for re-organization of the Provincial and Subordinate Educa- 
tional Services of Bengal was introduced with effect, as I understand, from 
Septemlx'r, IbOo. The Bengal Government deserves our thanks for attempting 
improvement; but the flchenio has not appreciably benefited our Educational 
Oflieers, and ha s therefore failed to remove the prevailing discontent. One of 
the causes of this discontent is extremely slow promotion ; and as this is a matter 
of some imi)ortane(^ I beg leave to examine it in detail, though this has on 
former oeeasions been referred to in the Council and olsevNhere, though not 
with mere ejffeet than 1 expect from my remaiks. 

“Promotion is alow for two reasons— the number of posts in the 
three lowest elasHcs is very large; and the number in the liigher classes is com- 
paratively Hiiiall. The inevitable result is that, even under the most favourable 
circumstances, nearly three-fourtiis of one’s period of service must be spent in 
getting through the three lowest classes. A glance at the following figures, 
showing Bide by side the number of posts in each class of the JVovincial Edu- 
cational S(^rvi(a', and the number of posts in the corresponding class of the 
Provincial Execiilive Service, will satisfy the Government that promotion in 
the former service must be extremely slow. 


eitiiM 

i 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

Pro^inriftl Exeentivo Service 

c 

8 

18 

57 

84 

87 

50 

43 

Provincial Educational Service .. 

4 

b 

7 

11 

18 

18 

26 

39 


“ If the namber of posts, in different classes of the Provincial Educational 
Service, was mijustod in the same relative proportions as in the case of the Pro- 
vincial Executive Service, the figures would have been as follows: — 

ClMi I II III IV V VI ?II VIII 

umber of appoiutmeutfl ... 2 3 6 20 30 SO 17 15 

“If tlicse figures, especially those for Classes V, VI, VII and VIII be 

compared with the actual figures for the corresponding classes, the most 
important cause of slow promotion will bo obvious. 

“ The seccind cause of slow promotion is, the practice obtaining in the Edu- 
cation Department of appointing officers direct to some of the higher classes of 
the Provincial Service. Since the constitution of the Provincial Educational 
Service in KSpO, more than twenty ofiScers were appointed direct to Classes VI 
and Vll, and even to class IV. In consequence, most, of the posts in the highest 
classes are now held by officers, who will retire later than most of the members 
of the intermediate classes. This practice of making appointments direct to 
the higher classes of a graded service has, I believe, no parallel in any other 
service; and it serves to bring about a very undesirable and abnormal state of 
things in the Provincial Educational Service. In all other graded servicesi 



1908.] 


105 


The Bengal Financial Statemmi for 1908 ^ 09 . 

[^Bahu Doha Pratad Sarhadkikari,'] 

members of the highest class retire in due order and their places are gradually 
taken by members of the next class, so that there is a steady flow of promotion, 
and every officer may expect in due course to get to class L In the Provincial 
Educational Service, a smaller number of officers, belonging to the highest 
classes, is benefited in consequence of this practice, at the expense of the rest of 
the officers in the lower classes, who form the majority, f do not wish to 
suggest that officers, who were appointed direct to the hiirher classes, are getting 
more than what they deserve, or even all that tliey deserve. Some of them, in 
fact, are graduates of European Universities, who fully deserve to bo appointed 
to the Indian Educational Service. I'ho point that I wish to make is, that their 
inclusion in the Provincial Service list has seriously bloried tho promotion of 
other members, who form the majority. 

II. — Promotion in ike Provincial Educational Service a$ compared with tkai in 
the Executive branch of the Provincial Civil Service. 

“A Deputy Magistrate gets Rs. 400 in 10 to 11 years, while a great many 
of the officers now in classes IV, V, VI and VII of the Provincial Educational 
Service will have to retire on Ks. 000 to Rs. 400. Accuracy of this statement 
can be verified on reference to tho Civil List and the History of Services of 
Gazetted Officers. 

III. — Jllutfralione of slow promotions in the past. 

“(a) On reference to tho History of Services of Gazetted Officers, it will be 
seen that many deserving members of the Provincial Educational Service 
retired on Rs. 250 or Rs. 000. 

“ (i) The number of posts in tho lowest class is so large that a good many 
years must elapse before an officer can get through it. One of our best 
Professors took more than eight years in getting through tho lowest class. 
Another well-known and successful Professor is getting only Rs. 200, iu spite of 
the recent re-organization, after ton years of service. A third, who is on 
extension now, is getting Rs. 300 per month. 

IV.— Comparison of the average monthly income of Provincial Educational Officers 

in difjerent Provinces. 

“ Tho figures in tho second and third columns of the following tabular state- 
ment showing the strength and cost fcr mensem of tho Provincial Educational 
Services in tho different provinces are taken from tho Resolutions of tho Govern- 
ment of India on the Quinquennial Review of Education (1892-93 to 1890-97), 
by Mr. J. S. Cotton, published in tho Gazette of India of tho 4th Novumbor 
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Since the recent re-organization, the figures for Bengal have changed, so that 
the average monthly income is now Rs. 310. But it should be pointed out that 
this represents nothing real, for the average income in the case of the small 
number of oflScers, now in the highest classes, is much larger (nearly Rs. 500); 
while that of others in lower classes is in consequence much loss than Rs. 300. 

V. — Ilmediei, 

‘ ‘More money. It is essential that a large amount of money should bo 
spent in improving tho prospects of promotion. 

“ The number of posts in the three lowest classes should be considerably 
reduced, and there should be a corresponding increase in the number of appoint- 
ments in the intermediate classes. The distribution of posts in the different 
classes should be on tho same scale as in the case of the rrovincial Executive 
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Semcc, and at the same time the class on Rs. 350 should be abolished and a 
class on Ks. 800 added. If these suggestions be accepted, the number and pay 
of oiglit classes of the Provincial Educational Service will be as follows : — 

CliiM. 1 II III IV V VI VII VIII 

Pay ... 800 700 600 600 400 300 250 200 

Mumber of posta 2 3 6 20 80 30 17 16 

‘‘Another alternative suggestion may be made. The grade system may 
bo altogether abolished and a system of progressive pay similar to that in vogue 
in tho Indian h]ducational Service may be introduced. A Provincial Service 
ofiicer appointed on Ks. 200 a montli should get Its 400 a month in ten 
years by an annual increment of Ks. 20 per month. He should then get an 
increment of Rs. 100 per month at tlie end of every five years. 

“No appointment dir(*ct. to a higher class should bo made. It should be 
strictly insisted upon that all first appointments to the l*roviiicial Educational 
Service should be made to the lowest class, and under no circumstances to a 
higlier (lass. If appears that aj)pointnients direct to a higher class of tho 
IVoviiicial Educational Service arise in thr(‘e different ways : — 

(«) first, there are some specdal posts included in the Provincial Service 
List, to which it may bo necessary to appoint officers on higher initial salaries 
than the minimum pay of the Provincial Service ; 

(l>) Gontlemon of special merit, such as graduates of European Universi- 
ties, are some timt^s appointed (lir(‘(a to higher classes, and 

(c) lastly, deserving members of the Subordinate Educational Service, 
when promoted to tho iVoviiicial Sorvicu*, are often app( anted to a higher class. 

“ As to (a), tli(^ remedy is to exclude the special posts from the Provincial 
Service, and introduce a system of progressive pay for those posts, as in the 
case of the P<>rsonal Assistant to the Direefor of Public Instruction. In passing, 
1 may be [)ermitted to observe that this apiiaintment should ordinarily go to the 
Provincial Service. 

“ As to {h\ appointments may be made to tho Indian Educational Service, 
or personal allowances may be granted. 

“As to (c), tlion.’i will probably be no difficulty in tho future, since tho mini- 
mum j)ay of the Provinciai Service has now been raised to Rs. 200; provided all 
officers of the Subordinate Service, eligible for promotion to tho Provincial 
Service, be promoted to that service, before th(*y rise to class I (Rs. 260) in the 
Subordinate Service. 

“The maximum ])ay should bo brought in a lino with the corresponding 
branches of tho Executive and Judicial Servieos, in order to make tho Education- 
al Sorvico porniaiieiitly attractive'. 

“ A fair number of the more iiKM itorious members of tlie service should be 
allowed to hold iViiicipalships of Colleges and tlio Assistant Directorship of Public 
Instruction should, as 1 have stated above, be thrown open to the service. 
And, ill tlio interest of efli(’ioiicy, it is of the utmost importance that capable 
Professors, who have made their mark as teachers or in research work, should 
not V>y way of promotion be drafted on to the Inspector's branch of the service. 
"I'eaching proptT should be lucrative and honourable enough to attract or retain 
the best available talent in the country which, sad to tliink, is by no means 
the case, as it undoubtedly was before, when we had teachers and professors 
whose names are held in loving memory by generations of grateful students, 
who have made thoir mark. 

“ Th(^ pvowsent practice is to appoint Indians, as a rule, to the Provincial 
Service, wdiile the Indian Service is recruited in hingland. When Europeans 
are appointed to ti»e Provincial Service, they are gmierally appointed to the 
liigher classes which tends to the block. Thus Educational appointments do 
not altogetlior depend on academic distinctions and educativmal qualifications, 
and distinctly inferior men, avIio cannot hold their own against the more 
meritorious members of the I'rovincial Service, are appointed to the superior 
service. On tho other hand, ev(*n tiie must distinguished graduates of Indian 
Universities cannot, as a rule# aspire to bt' luembersof the Indian Service. This 
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could hardly have been anticipated at the time of the organization of the two 
servioeB ; and tlie effect is, that most of our distinguished Judicial Service or 
the more lucrative appointments under the Government of India, such as 
those in the Financial Department, some at least of the most distinguished 
Indian Judges of the High Court and members of the learned professions 
intended to devote their lives to teaching work, and but for the current 
anomalies they would have been Educationalists by profession as well as choice. 
The Loccd Government is powerless in the matter of rewarding genuine 
scholarsliip, and the most loyal and zealous service among the members of the 
Provincial Service, by promotion to the higherservico and the two services, have 
come to be what they are not in theory. Scientists, of European reputation, 
and distinguished graduates and honours men of Oxford and Cambridge, whom 
for obvious reasons again I shall not name, are to be found among the ranks of 
the Provincial Service, even after 15 or 10 years of approved service in the 
department. A further anomaly has grown up in course of time. An Indian 
honours man of Oxford or Cambridge is in the Provincial Service, beenuse 
recruited in India ; while a Europi^an — perhaps his contemporary in England — 
perhaps bis junior, with no higher academic distinction and sometimes decidedly 
his inferior in attainments, is in the higher service, because recruited in 
England. 

“A comparison of dates would show that some of the Indian members 
of the Provincial Service, who have European qualifications, loined the Depart- 
ment long before the Provincial Service was organized. Those officers wore 
placed outside the classified lists and naturally expected that, in course of time, 
they would be absorbed into the higher service. It is more than doubtful if they 
would have joined the Department, had they anticipated the present position 
and prospects of the Provincial Service. To them, the hardsliip and injustice is 
all the greater. 

“Sir Alfred Croft, who was the Director of Public Instruction in Bengal 
when schemes for the Provincial Educational Service were being discussed, 
made no secret of his view that, by European officers he meant officers who had 
obtained high degrees in European Universities, and not merely by race. As 
the services are now constituted, an European officer can hardly be said in 
practice to mean an officer with European qualifications only. 

“ Previously, it was quite usual to promote deserving officers from the 
lower to the higher branch of the service. In this way, the following were 
appointed members of the Indian Educational Service : Babu Prasanno Kumar 
Sarvadhikary, Pandit Mohosh Chunder Nayaratna, Dr. P. K. Kay, Dr. J, C. 
Bose, Mr. M. M. Percival, Kai Bahadur Kadhika Prasad Mookerjee and Rai 
Bahadur Bromho Mohon Mullick. 

I believe at one time there were no less than five or six Indians, that is }th 
or ith of the cadre, in the higher branch. There are in the Provincial Service 
officers enough to make similar promotions again possible, and, if this is done, it 
will in no way impair the efficiency or status of the superior service, and will 
remove the existing tensions in the Provincial Service ; and the cheering pros- 
pects of promotion to really deserving men will considerably improve the fatter 
service. As to the definite proposal of the Government of India, I beg to 
state in addition to what I have already stated-^ 

(a) Only lately the intermediate grades of the service have been 
addcci to and the initial salary has been raised from 
Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 a month. This has not altogether relieved 
the congestion in the service, and will not be relieved 
till the more distinguished officers are drafted on the superior 
service. 

(i) It is obviously desirable that our best men should be attracted to the 
Education Department. The present constitution of the services, 
however, does not tend to this; and as I have tried to show, 
unfortunately for this country, its best talents are diverted 
on to other channels. I may be permitted to refer, in this 
connectioDi to the case of the holders of the State scholarships 
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elected by the Calcutta University. These scholarships are 
tenable in one of the older English Universities, viz,^ Oxford 
or Cambridge, and according to the terms of the scholar- 
ship the scholar must graduate in one of these ancient seats 
of learning. It might have been expected that scholars, 
so trained, would elect to join the Education Department. 
With the exception of very few indeed, all the scholars elected 
to compete for the Indian Civil Service and mostly succeeded. 
While rejoicing that so many of my countrymen should 
have had an opportunity of entering the Civil Servicd through 
State aid, which they would probably not have been otherwise 
able to enter, I cannot help regretting that the Educational 
service should have failed to be attractive to a fair member of 
our State scholars. If it has failed to be attractive, it is 
because of disabilities and disqualifications, which are unknown 
even to the Civil Service. They should be removed, in order that 
there may be real reform and improvement ; and here not the 
Local Government but the Government of India, which has 
been graciously pleased to move in the matter, not a day too 
soon, can be of great service, if it will. 

‘‘There is one other point to which 1 take this opportunity of drawing 
attention. There should be as little financial barrier as possible against the 
employment of a reasonable number of well-paid assistants and demonstrators in 
Government service and Technical Colleges, to enable the work to be properly 
developed; and also by way of furnishing training ground for good teachers, 
Though some expenditure would bo involved, the return in output would be ample 
compensation and good men should have an opportunity of quick advancement . 
In oui research scholars, we have a body of men who would bo trained into a 
fair body of teachers and professors and whose services are not fully availed of 
at present. The result is, they have to go back to tho services and professions 
which their less distinguished, and capable contemporaries have joined before 
them much to their advantage, while they themselves were engaged in research 
work, that merely delayed and retarded their professional career. Unless 
the services of the research scholars are utilized in a way advantageous 
to them and to the educational service, research work is likely to be 
unpopular, which from the worldly point of view is not apparently paying. 

“ The special consideration in the Provincial Educational Service, of 
graduates in English Universities and Prem Chand and Ray Chand students, is 
contained in the orders laid down in paragraph 14 of the Bengal Government 
Resolution No. 1244, dated the 26th March, 1807. It runs thus: — That graduates 
in honours of English Universities and Prem Chand students should originally be 
appointed to class VI (Rs. 250) of tbe Provincial Educational Service; that after 
a service of three years in that class, they should have a claim to the first 
vacancy in class (V Rs. 300), and that after a further service of three years in 
that class, they should have a claim to the first vacancy in class IV (Rs. 400). 

“ Government Notification No. 774, dated the 2lst February, 1900, extends 
the above privilege to successful Post Graduates Research scholars. In the 
rules issued in that notification, it was laid down that scholars and those who 
might desire to enter the Educational Service of the Government of Bengal, 
would be considered to have equal claims to employment with those who had 
been Prem Chand students. 

“ Government Notification No. 905, dated the 6(h July, 1900, withdraws 
the above rules, on account of representations of other oflScers of the service, the 
service having since considerably enlarged. 

“ It is time to consider whether some special consideration and consequent 
modification of rules is not necessary, by way of encouraging graduates of 
English Universities, Prem Chand Ray Chand Students and Research scholars 
and other meritorious officers, whose claims cannot be adequately dealt with in 
the ordinary course of things. 
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No less important a question is that of Government Grants, for with it is 
intimately connected the quentiou of the StaflBng of our Private Schools and 
Colleges. The grant of Rs. 80,000 a year, for private and Missionary colleges, 
the benefaction of the Government of India, is all too small, as those who have 
to weigh and adjudicate upon the claim of the different institutions know to 
their bitter regret and chagrin. Here the Eastern Bengal G(‘vernment is, 
through similar beneficence, able to make separate provisions for the colleges 
within its jurisdiction, regarding the allotment of which the University authori- 
ties have as yet had do visible hand. The Local Government may fairly bo 
asked to supplement the grants of the Supreme Government ; and till that is 
possible, real reform must be slow and tardy. And our private schools stand in 
no less need of aid than our colleges, and aid such as is now forthcoming is, in 
many cases, not only inadequate but is worse than useless. An experieinx'd and 
honoured Government servant, who has long retired on a well-earned pension, 
tells me that the meagre salaries received by the lower teachers in our aided 
schools are a grievance, wliich in these days of abnormally high prices, 
which have unfortunately to be referred to in every connection, demands prompt 
redress. Meagre salaries greatly prejudice the teaching in our schools ; because 
the recipients of such salaries are compelled to supplement their resources by 
trying to earn other small sums of money as private tutors, a function which 
prevents them from giving undivided attention to their teaching work. 
'J'he grants to schools are generally so small and depend upon compliance 
with conditions, which compel an utterly rotten system of school management. 
A school receiving a giant must itself contribute a definite quota or proportion 
to the sebool fund, rnasi pay the teachers a definite scale of salaries and forfeit 
the grant, or submit to its reduction if it fails to comply fully. But full com- 
pliance with such conditions is impossible in the case of many village schools, 
and grants are therefore protected in some cases by means, which arc hardly 
honourable. This state of things, according to my informant, who was himself 
a Secretary of one of these schools, which post he had to resign in disgust, exists 
and has always existed, probably not without the knowledge of some Educa- 
tional Officers. That this is possible, in what should bo the purest and most 
immaculate of Departments, is because the grants are of the most illiberal and 
insufficient character and depend upon impossible conditions. A high educa- 
tional authority, the head of one of the foremost of our Missionary Colleges, 
assures me, that such a condition of things interferes with freer flow of 
private liberality in educational channels. A more generous and reasonable 
gnint-in-aid system would call into existence more and bt^tter private 
schools and colleges and I would ask Your Honour to re-consider the grant- 
in-aid system as a whole and place it on a footing, needed to prevent its 
degenerating in the way that the experts, to whom 1 have referred, assured 
that it has degenerated. 

The educational needs of our Muhammadan friends are still much neglect- 
ed ; and, in connection with the forthcoming schemes of primary education, it is 
of the utmost inportance to consider whether adequate allotments shoald not 
separately be made in Muhammadan interest, in proportion to population, out 
of funds placed at the disposal of District Boards ? The few model Muktabs, 
that have been started, cannot possibly make any impression on the situation, and 
much more expenditure is needed to remedy the eaucational backwardness of 
Muhammadans. An important question in this connection is, the need of 
employing teachers to teach Arabic and Persian, whose mother tongue is 
Arabic or Persian, as the case may be ; and here also the question of money is 
bound to be predominant. A distinguished European official, identified with 
educational interests, was good enough to put it to me, in connection with 
the question of schooling fees, as to whether it would not be possible to make 
some concession in the case oHwo or more brothers at a Government school or 
College, viz., the eldest might be charged full fee while the younger brothers 
might be charged less in some proportion to their numbers ? I am told that 
a system exists in the Punjab; and having regard to the educational back- 
wardness of Muhammadans, I would respectfully suggest such an experiment, 
in their case, at all eyents, in these Provinces. 
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Excluding expenditure under inspection, grants-in-aid and scholarships^ 
we gather that the following special provision has been made for Muham- 


madan education : — 

Ri. 

Calcutta Madrassa ••• ... ... 61,800 

Elliott MadraBBa IIoBtel ... ... 6,109 

Murflhidabad Nawab'e Madrasea ... ... 20,000 

Muhammadan female education in Patna ... 1,200 

Maktab scheme ... ... ... 3,420 


“This is an educational field requiring and deserving special treatment, and 
we cannot persuade ourselves that all that can and ought to be done is l^ing 
done in the matter. The educational backwardness of our Muhammadan fellow 
subjects is a reproach to the community, and the Government and Hindus 
would not only not grudge but would welcome measures, that would improve 
their position and give them equal educational advantfige. 

“The grants towards helping the Students’ Hostels and Messes Committees 
will bo inadequate next year, and at least twice as much as the last year’s 
figure should be provided. Rupees 9,000 is the present grant to Calcutta 
hostels and mosses, and it will have to bo raised to at least Rs. 15,000 

“ We are glad and thankful that sanction has already been obtained for 
making necessary payments out of the general Educational grant of the 
year. The success or otherwise of the Hostel system will, for many reasons, 
and in many quarters, be keenly watched. 

“ The grant fer Female Education is all too small, compared to its 
necessities and importance. We are told that a provision of more than 3| 
lacs have been made under this head, including training institutions for girls. 
Greater expenditure is necessary for obtaining suitable Zenana teachers^ 
considering the difficulty of recruiting thorn, a difficulty that prospects of 
handsome remuneration alone may in time overcome, 

“There is no special grant ear-marked in the budget in aid of Art 
Schools, a deserving class of institutions that are doing useful work, and 
which, if properly supported, may do better work, both esthetic and industrial. 
It would be possible to eke out suitable grants from the general grant, no 
doubt ; but stress has to be laid on the subject in order to ensure attention. 

“ And generally it may bo said that there is no country in the world, so 
poorly provided witli endowments for educational purposes, as India, whether 
by the Government or the people ; and yet there is no country more in need of 
them. As long as this is bo, it is the duty of Government to provide 
for the maintenance of a system of universal Primary Education ; for it is 
the first duty of a State to see that every child receives at least the elements 
of Education. 

“Nor can Secondary and University Education be neglected, and they both 
must be put on a sound financial and rational basis. 

“ It is the Schools that require financial support and re-modeHing first of 
all, for they are feeders of the University ; and to secure this, teachers must be 
trained and their prospects improved. All this means money and, in present 
circumstances, we must look to the Government for it. A much larger and more 
adequate appropriation from the public funds, provincial and imperial, is now 
urgently required for the proper equipping and staffing of high schools and 
colleges and for the training of teachers before we can nope to see the improve- 
ment, which the new University Regulations were framed to effect. 

“ I would, therefore, urge upon the Government the necessity of setting 
aside a much larger sum for Education than has been done. Without this, it is 
vain to look for any real advance. Machinery, without motive power, is use- 
less, if not worse. 

“ My remarks on Educational topics have reached undue proportions, and I 
have to apologise for such length. The aspects are so many and so varied 
that the barest reference to them is bound, in the aggregate, to be long. As the 
opportunities, even for such bare references, are so few, I trust that Your 
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Honour and the Council will pardon the length of remarks, which in more 
capable and practised hands and with greater leisure, might have been some- 
what condensed. 

Closely allied to tlie subject of Education ami no less important are those 
of Temporaneo and Social Purity, which seriously affect the moral welfare, 
and I do not know wliy I should not add, the physical welfare, of the City and 
the Province. 

The public are awaiting, with expocta’ion, some pronouncement r(‘garding 
the Bengal Excise Bill. 1 am infonnod tliut Your Honour’s Council and the 
Select Committee appointed by it, spent many hours in the spring of 19C4 
upon what was then stated and admitted to be an urgently needed reform of 
the Bengal Excise Act, VII of 1878. rhis Council is well aware of the 
circumstances that have spelt procrastination in the re-submission of that Bill ; 
but I think it well to point out that, in these four years, the net Excise revenue 
has risen in the Province from [{s. 1,30,11, ‘1^)8 to Us. I,53,44,4‘d3, or twenty- 
three lakhs in all. Eaeii year that passes signities the gradual spread of the 
drinking habits among certain classes of the people, and consequently greater 
difficulty in carrying out tlie avowed policy of the Supremo Government, to 
‘minimise temptation to those who do not drink and to discourage ex( i‘S8 
among those who do.’ 

“ The evidence placed Ixdore the Excise Committee, recently appointed by 
Your Honour, revealed the unsatisfactory character of the present F.xcise 
Administration in this City — tlie steady increase of drinking, excossive facilities 
arranged on no apparent principle, and without local consideration — largo sales 
of imported liquors among se(^tioii8 of tin* population who, according to tlie 
finding of the Excise Commission, should not use it — an undesirable congestion 
of shops in certain parts of tlie (’ity, and of hotels in the neighbourhood of 
Bentinck Street, Wellington Street and other points loo numerous to mention. 
As the findings of the Excise (/ommittee have not yet bo(3n made public, though 
it is hoped they sodu will be, 1 d(!sire only to observe that the public will !>• 
disappointed if tlie results of that investigation and the character of the 
evidence adduced do not result in — 

(а) an immediate and considerable reduction in the drinking facilities 

of the City ; 

(б) an administrative reform, under which the Revenue Executive shall 

share witli some other authority the power of deciding the 
number and location of all future licenses ; 

(c) local opinion receiving much more eonsideration, so that to some 

extent the people chiefly concerned may have an opportunity of 
saying how many grog-shops tlioy require and whore they may 
be located ; 

(d) an insistence that the standard of quality of all liquors sold, whether 

country or foreign, shall be subject to periodical and rigid 
examination ; 

(e) a definite legislative measure, that shall not be a skeleton; allowing 

rules to be framed tiiereafter in accord with the jiersonal idio- 
syncrasies of tlie Revenm* authority for the time being, but that 
shall incorporate as part of the Act, all those reforms, tb(3 need of 
\Nliich has lx eri so long admitted, c/ir., no sales to children or 
drunken p('i sons, the limit and hours of retail sales, the struc- 
tural fitness and sanitary character of all shops, the minimum 
distance of one shop from another, and so otl 

“ In my own immediate neighbourhood, near tlui crossing of the Wellington 
Street with the Bow-bazar Streef, there are two drinknig-dcns literally within a 
few hundred feet of one another, and both doing lucrative businesi all houisof the 
day and most of the night. The British Rarliameiit is legislating to counteract 
the admitted curse of intemperance, as the re sult of whicli no less than 30,000 
licenses will be abolished within the next few years. The Bengal Legislature, 
which has the opportunity of legislating to prevent the curse falling 
upon the country, is losing golden opportunity every day and is thereby 



112 


[4th April, 


The Bengal Financial Statemeni for 1908-09. 

[^Bahu Beha Prasad Sarladhikari.'] 

afMiiJ;,'' to tho difficulties of tho situation. In 1904, the Government of India 
objected to tho local option clause. Then came the Commission and the 
Governnierit of India’s criticism on its findings; then the appointment of the 
late Excise Commission, and nothing more has been heard since, excepting 
rumours about divided opinion. In tho meanwhile Intemperance, and revenue 
that prosners by intomperanco, bav(i been steadily increasing, and the agonized 
cry of a long-suflering public is, ‘How much longer?’ 

^‘Turning now to m subjoct tiiat is admittedly a difficult problem in our 
civic life, and upon which sihmee is Hup])os€d to be golden, I desire to voice 
the opinion of all the rcsjjectable sections of the various comnjunities of the 
city to thank Your Honour for the legislative action taken in the recent 
amendment (jf the Calcutta 1‘olice Act. The judicious use of the powers, 
conferred by that Act upon the CommisHioner of J\)lice, has led to tho most 
desirable rcimoval of a number of houses of ilhfame from the vicinity of 
Churciies and Hchools, and 1 would add theatres and places of public amuse- 
ments and resorts ; and no right-minded man can object to the student 
class of tlie city being kept, as far as possible, from unnecessary temptation. It 
is to he m>te(l, however, that the Act aims further at dealing with the main 
thoroughfares and great channels of communication, and that tlie recommend- 
ation of the Municipal OunrnissionerB is necessary, before Your Honour can notify 
the Commissioner of Police to take effective action in clearing such thorough- 
fares of undosiral)l(‘ habitations. 1 should like to inquire if tlie Commissioners 
know of the ]) 0 wer thus placed in their hands b} tlie Li glslature, and, if so, how 
much longer are our Civic autliontios going to permit some of our leading 
stre(‘ts, including Corporation Street itself, to be a moral disgrace to the City? 

“Objection may, with justie.o, be urgi'd against n jiolioy of disturbance that 
only drives the social sin to dark(T haunts away from public scrutiny, and 
us we ought not to have the tJnaowaras of Jupaii or cannot have the ISaitanp^ira 
of the Ain-i-Akhari da}s, wdierii a list of all Visitors, including high officials, 
was scrupulously kejd, sogngatioii must proceed on proper liasis. In this 
conm‘Ction, it is worthy of considiTation whether some system of the ‘ Homes' 
and ‘ Pefugos’ cannot he organized |in suitable neighbourhoods, for rescue of 
those who are willing to leave the evil path ; for it is not onougli to unhouse 
and dislocate wrong, but tlirre should bo some attempt to encourage repentauce. 
Your Honour appointed a Special (Committee to report to you on certain 
aspects of this evil, wdiich, if successfully dealt with, would go far to materially 
reduce the extent and character it has unfortunately been allowed to reach. 

I may assure Your Honour that, iu this mutter also, public opinion would 
approve and support any legislative action that would accord the young life 
of our city the protection and aid it may legitimately claim at the hands 
of the State. And nothing would be more grateful to us than to be able to 
see Your Honour complete the work that Your Honour has so well begun. 

“Next, in point of importance, are Law and Justice, and I naturally turn 
first to tin' High Court under tliis heading. A sum of Ivs. -‘^000 has been 
Banctionod for strengthening the ministerial Department of tho Appellate side of 
the High Court. No provision has, however, been made for the Original side 
of the (Jourt, where every office is undermanned and every subordinate officer 
is under-})aid. With the increase in the number of Original Courts, the minis- 
terial work has enormously increased ; and orders and decrees art', necessarily 
delayed and work suffers genenillv. With the recent appointments of the 
Official Uefevee and Assistant Referee, the idea seems to have got abroad that 
tho High Court must not ex})oct any further assistance from the Oovornment; 
and, if tho idea is at all well-fouiKhnl, no idt'a could be more disastrous. If 
the High ('ourt Judges have thouivselves made no nferonce, all that can 
bo said is, that such a reference ought to have been and ought to be made; for 
all who know anything of the working of tho Original side of the Court, know 
that there is great dissatisfaction in the offices themselves and in the profes- 
sion in all its branches. The High Court has now its new building nearly 
completed, and partial removal to it will soon take place. There will be consi- 
derable costs entailed by the removal, and if there is no budget provision for 
this, tho removal can hardly wait another year. Here also some provision 
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is urfi^ently needed. Before leaving this subject, 1 desire to voice the gratitude 
of the community on the ])crnianent nppointinent of Mr. S. P. Sinha to a 
post of the highest trust, \frhi(‘h was th(‘ unrealized day-dreain of tln^ foremost 
of Indian Advocates of the time, Mr. W. C. Bonerji for ‘ Moti, the 
Advocate,’ never came about. I desire also to congratulate the Government, 
in this connection, on the bettor recognition of the claims of the 15ar to 
Police Court appointmenrs ; greater confidence in which, let us hope, will 
soon be restored by more discriminating appointments and by overhauling 
the work and af)pointment of Honorary Magistrates. While Government Soli- 
citors’ and Public Pr()>c(‘utors' fees and special fees, in what are known as 
Swadeshi cases, are more than ever, it is sinc(*rely to bo hoped that the nnnours 
about attempts to cut down tlu^ emoluments of the highest Law Oflicers of 
’^vernment are not well-founded. 

1 may now be pormi(tc‘d to make soint' o])servations regarding the j)ro- 
spects of the Judicial Branch of tin' Ih’ovincial ('ivil Service. ]m[)ortant 

E roiiouncemcnts have betm made regarding tin' s(»p»iration of ,Iudiciul from 
Ixeeutive functions, which we have' not yet suniciently understot d and realized, 
and which will take time to ripen into pr«icaical work. Wliutt'vor happens, the 
Judicial Service will soon have to be placed on a sounder basis all round. 

I. — Partition of tiu: Suhokdinatf. Judicial Service. 

The Iloirbh' Mr. Carlyh', in reply to a question by the Ilon’ble Babu 
Jogenilra Ohandra Giiose, said in the Bengal Legislative Council on tho lOth 
Novi'udjor, that the question regarding tln^ separation of the Judicial 

Services of Bengal and Kastern Bengal was under the consideration of tho 
Government. Though such a division would prejudicially affect tlie prosju'cts 
of Muiisifs of Efis'ern Bengal, our own Muiisifs may be slightly bettor oil, wiiich 
may he a matter of congratulation so far. 'I’ho total number of Munsifs and 
Suboniinato Judges in both the JTovinces is 31-1 and (H, respectively. At 
present, therefore, the jiroportion of Muiisifs to Subordinate .Judges* is 6* 1 
to 1. But on Partition, in Eastern liengal, there would be 13(> Munsifs and 
19 Suliordinate Judges ; and in Bengal, 176 Munsifs and 42 Subordinate 
Judges; that is to say, the proportion between the two branches of tho Subordi- 
nate Jutlicial Service in Eastern and VVestern Bengal, would bo 7* I to 1 and 4*2 
to 1, respectively. In other words, while at present, roughly speaking, one in 
every five Munsifs has the chance of being a Subordinate .Judge, if the service 
be partitioned, in Eastern Bengal one in every seven ; and in Western Bengal, 
one in every four, would liuve the same chance : that is to say, Munsifs of the 
old province will liave nearly double the chance of those belonging to tho new 
province, of being promoted to the superior branch. Toreador tf:o chances 
equal in both the provinces, the number of Subordinate .Judges in Eastom 
Bengal would have to be increased from 19 to 32. Tin' average salary of a Sub- 
ordinute .Judge is lis. 708 per mensem, 1 o raise the preseiO strength of the 
Subordinate Judges to the above figure, the Eastern Bengal Government shall 
have to spend lU. (708 x l2 X i3=: j 1,10,448 a year. We have no right to 
suggest any such expenditure to another Government; but this phase of the 
question of partition is of sufficiently general interest to be worthy of mention in 
this connection, specially as the appointnieiits will stil! continue to bo regulated 
by tii<‘ lligli Court to a certain (jxtent. And, in passing, the comparative 
hetteririg of the position of our own officers is worthy of note and admission. 

“In the Budget debate of 190G the Ilon’ble Mr. fwichardson, on behalf of 
the Government, was pleased to say; ‘ The Government has under its considera- 
tion certain proposals for improving tho conditions oi the Subordinate .Judicial 
Service, as regards the rules regulating leave and pension. ’ Previous to this 
in March, 190h, the Ilon’hle Mr Richardson in reply to a question by Babu 
Ambica Charan Mazumdar said : ‘ The question of amending the rule accord- 
ing to which officiating periods of service cannot he counted towards pension is 
already under consideration, and tho Government ho[ieH to be able to make some 
<lefinite pronouncement regarding it at an early date. ’ (Jn the 10th November 
of the same year, in reply to Jiabu Bhupendra Nath Basu, Mr. Richardson 
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said that the Bengal Government was in communication with the 
Government of India, with regard to these proposals. On the 12th January, 
1007, the Government, replying to a question on the same subject, expressed 
itself as follows : ‘ The proposal that Munsifs should be permitted to count 

the broken period spent by them in ofliciating appointments before confirmation 
as pensionable service, is still under consideration. ’ The lnemb^•rs of the 
service would feel gratified to learn that the proposals of tiie BengLi Govern- 
mont have been ajiproved by the Government of India. 

II. — Increase of Pay and Prospects. 


(a) Abolition of the fourth grade. 


The grievances of members of the Judicial Branch of the Provincial Civil 
Service, who are admittedly a ‘ very competent and deserving body of 
officers’ {vide the llon’ble Mr. Streatfeild, in the Bengal Council on 8tii Febru- 
ary, 1908) are many and various. 1 mention here only the most prominent. 
First, as regards pay. It has often been urged [vide Calcutta Weekly Notes, 12th 
March, 1900, and 2oth May, 1907), that Munsifs as soon as they are made perma- 
nent should be placed in the third grade on Us. 2b0. At present, they officiate 
for two to three years on Us. 200, and are then made permanent on the same 
salary in the fourth grade, which is called the ‘ probationary grade. ’ This is 
a misnomer, for Munsifs are recruited from the ranks of practising lawyers and 
three years of experience as officiating Munsifs give them a thorough judicial 
training. Tln ir confirmation in service depends upon the favouralde report of 
the Ihstrict Judgi^s under whom tliey serve. As Jlr. Justice Jackson said long 
ago ((]iK)t(;d by Maharaja Jotindru Mohan THgure in the Supremo Legislative 
Council on 28th March, 1877), * Munsifs, even at the beginning of their career, 
are well proj)ared for the performance of their judi(aal duties, ami failure 
in that respect is of great rarity. ’ The increase of pay litre advocated can be 
supported on vaiious grounds. In the first place, the price of food-grains, 
tlie wages of servants and house-rent have gone up to an extent unknown 
before; and, on this ground, the salaries of ministerial officers are soon to be 
increased. In the second place, formerly Munsifs used to begin service on 
Us. 25(b and the charge would merely rehabilitate them to their former comli- 
tion. Thirdly, members of the Provincial l^olice Service draw an initial pay 
of Us. ‘^dO, and neither in previous training and educational (lualifications, nor 
in social status and official dignity, do they surpass members of the Judicial 


Service. Fourllily, that officers belonging to the Provincial Executive Service 
begin at Us. 200 cannot be advanced as an argument against this proposal , 
for, generally ^poakiug, a Deputy Magistrate begins to draw Us. 200 when 
he is mucli younger, and at the age when a Munsif is confirmed in 
service, he usually draws Bs. 300 a month.* Fifthly, the increase of pay 

. suggested above would work out to Us. 29,400 per 
Dcimtj MajjistrntfN cau euttT antiutn, wluch IB Jess than the pay of one second 
tpryii'o is while the minimuiii grade District Judge. Sixtbl}^ considering the 
"u profit which Government makes annually from civil 

II 8u, litigation, amounting to considerably over fifty 

lakhs of rupees, this slight increase should not be grudged. 


(i) Personal Allowance to first grade Munsife invested with higher original powers, 

‘‘ Again, Munsifs of the first grade who are vested with higher original 
powers should receive a personal allowance of Us. 100 a month. It is well- 
known that the Government has often (‘xpressed its wdllingness to create a grade 
of Munsifs on Ks, 500 a month — thus admitting the necessity for such a grade — 
provided the High Court agreed to the abolition of the first grade of Subordinate 
Judges on Us 1,000 a mouth. But the High Court has stood firm on that point, 
and quite justifiably in our opinion, with the consequence that Government has 
refused to create a sjieoial grade of Munsifs on Us. 500. The solution of this 
problem may be found in granting a persoi.al allowance, such as that proposed 
to such members of the tot grade of Munsifs as arc called upon to exercise 
jurisdiction over suits above Rs. 1,000, but not exceeding Ks. 2,000 in value. It 
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is obviously unfair not to give some additional miiunei-ation to such Munsifs, 
for the extra work thrown upon tlieir shoulders— work which is properly the 
sphere of Subordinate Juduos. 1 he b('stowHl ol this special jurisdiction^ on & 
lar*^e number of senior Munsifs, has made it possible for the Groverninent to 
confine the stien^^th of the hi^dier orif^inal Courts to their present limits and saved 
it a large amount of expense. The arrangement would also have its analogy in 
the Executive Service, where sj^ecial allowances are granted for special work ; 
and this constitutes a considerable 8ourc(‘ of income to officers of that service. 

(c) Temporary Promotiom, 

Another serious grievance of tiie membtus of tlie Subordinate Judicial 
Service is, that when a ISuliordinate Judge <>r Muiisif goes on deputation to a 
higher appointmiait or takes furlough, or some other kind of leave other than 
privilege and casual, the senior officers of all the lower grades in succession, 
down to the low(‘Ht, are not in any wav bene fited by the temporary vacancy thus 
caused in the service. To almost all the other departtnonts of the Ibiblic Servico 
— ministerial officers not even excepted — this indulgence is invariably shown. 


(('/'i Joining time and Additional Munsifs, 

“ A practice has grown uj) by which Munsifs and Subordinate Judges are 
deprived of thejobiing time, to "which they are entitled on transfer under 
the Civil Service Regulations. These officers are now transferred during 
short vacations not lasting mere than thr3e or four days, and ordered to 
take over charge at the new station on the re-opening day, Moreconsi- 
delation should be shown to gentlemen of their position who usually live 
with tlieir family and are put to the greatest inconveuieuco, by being trans- 
ferred on such short notice. Similarly, the practice of appointing senior 
oilicers as extra or additional hands, to relieve congestion of work at particular 
plsct's when th-' aTifiointmont of junior oflicors would serve the purpose just 
as well, should be uiscontiiiued, as it causes unnoces.sary hardship to the oflicors 
con cei lied. 

(r) MunsijV iinarUrs, 

‘•Munsifs’ quarters have been built in many sub-divisional towns and 
chaukis^ and 1 welcome s )me additions in this year’s budget. They are very 
wricome and supply a long felt want. For, as Justice Trinsep in hm 
Minute, dated loth July, {vide (Jalcutta Gazette, Part I, lOtli March, 
LSSi> ), ob-ierved : — 

‘At (lie fiub-cbviBioiis, contra&t bv»twpen the aceommodation given to Judieial and 
Executive officials is Fjieciallv reoiaikuble in their j»riTate arrangements 

The contrast is not only in the Court-housos, but in arrangoments mode for 
]»rivate accommodation. The Deputy Magistrate lives in comfort in a building belonging 
to the Government, the Munsif inuft be cuiitent with the best loiiging that ho cun procure; 
nini when his (kuirt li often placed in a small village, the only lodging }>rocurablo is so 
unsuitable that he is forced to send his wife and family to his own home le it surprising 
that, with HU( 3 h disadvantages, tlie Executive should be regarded as the favoured servic®, and 
that Judicial Officers should feel that their intercuts and comforts are negleotfid P In educa- 
tion, in intelligence, in <icvotion to the puhl c service, in public estimation, 1 venture to state 
that the officers of the Subordinate Judicial Service are not surpassed bv ihoso of any other 
dopartmen . under the Government. Why, then, should the claims of this branch of the 
.service always be fieferred to those of other departments? ' 

“ Tlie attempt that is being made, to provide Munsifs in outlying stations 
with suitable dwelling bouses, therefore, deserves all praise, liut it must, 
nevertheless, be urged that the scale of rent fixed fir such houses, viz,^ 10 per 
cent, of the pay, operates with undue severity on the Munsifs; for a houwj-ront 
of Ks. 30 or Ks. 40 per month in a mufassal village is rather high, and is 
usually more than can be commanded by the best private residences, A 
more reasonable scale would be the one given below, and 1 recommend it for 
the favourable consideration of the Government: — 

Moiwfs. HouM<r«ot. 

lit. 


Ist grade 
2nd „ 
3rd „ 
4th „ 


30 

25 

20 

15 
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would not be out of place to mention here that Deputy Magistrates 
who are Sub divisional Uflicors, have to pay no house-rent at all. 

(/) Secret Reporh. 

Two other grievaticcs, which require to be dealt with in a sympathetic 
spirit, may now be montioned. In submitting their annual Administration 
Keports, District Juclgch are required to record their opinions regarding ‘ the 
character, qualifications and official merits of the Subordinate Judicial Officers’ 
(Rule 63, Chapter X, General Rules ai d Lircular Orders of the High Court, 
Volume I). These opinions are treated bs strictly confidential and never 
made known to the officers concerned, and yet they form the basis of their 
promotion and preferment. 

“It has often been ruled by the Privy Council {vide X, C.W.N. 969) and 
the Calcutta Higli Court {vide XU C.W.N. 65), as an elementary principle, 
which is binding on all persons who exercise judicial or ^fm?-judicial powers, 
that an order should not bo made against a man’s interest, without giving 
him an opportunity for being heard. Is it then just that the very officers, 
wh(j have been warned by the High Court not to pass judgment against a 
person without giving him a chance of de fending himself, should bo condemned 
unheard by the High Court ? Such a procedure is rapidly demoralizing the 
whole service, and officers are coming more and more to think that to keep 
the District Judge in good humour is the sole duty of their official existence, 
for it is a terrible weapon that has been |)laccd in the hands of tiic District 
Judge ; for District Judges, like all other pnvsoiis, arc very human, and if it is 
necessary in the interest of discipline to arm them with great power over 
their Subordinate Judicial Ollie(;rs, it is also necessary, in the interests of justice 
and ( fTicioncy, that tlu- latter sliould be givtm an opportunity of being heard in 
selPdefence, before action is taken against them on the statement 

of their official superiors. Sir Richard Cnucli is reported to have said ( vide the 
speech of Maharaja .lotindra Mohan Tagore in Supremo Council, Gazette 
of India, 28tli April, 1877): ^Tho appi'al from a Munsif is in most cases heard 
by a Judge, who is not superior in knowledge and ability to the Judge whose 
decision is appealed against; in some instances, ho is inferior,’ Sir William 
Markby is also known to have expressed similar views. Is it likely that Munsifs 
should not feed eonscious of this, and being conscious, should not regard the 
implicit reliance of the High Court, on the opinions of District Judges in matters 
concerning themsilves, as more or less in the nature of an anomaly, besides 
being iniiiuitous ? Tlio Hon’blo Mr. Gait, (diief Secretary to the Government 
of liengal, said tho other day in giving evidence before the Decentralization 
Commission, that officers of the Indian Civil Service who were unfit for higher 
appointments should be compelled to retire on such pension as they had 
earned ; but lie was cartful to add that iie would not extend the rule to the 
Provinidal Civil Service, and his reason W’as : ‘ one sees such divergent opinions 
expressed about the same officer.’ P’very member, of both the branches of tfie 
Provincial Civil Service, knows to his cost how true it is. If ability liaJ been 
considered the sole test of merit, such divergent opinions would not be 
possible ; the fact of the matter is, that these opinions are almost always coloured 
by the personal preconceptions and idiosyncrasies of the Civilians under whom 
members of the Provincial Service happen to servo for the time being, and it is 
therefore neither safe nor just to rely absolutely on such opinions. One of the 
most estimable of men and officers, that it has been my fortune to know, wa.s 
kept out of his long deserved Subordinate Judgeship, because of his having been 
described in the secret reports as ‘ Erratic and not a little endeavour 
was necessary on the part of a sympathetic High Court before this cloud 
was lifted. 

{g) Representations, 

“The other matter, which arises for consideration in this connection 
is, that at present there is no well-defined channel for laying the grievances of 
individual Subordinate Judicial Officers before the High Court, in the matter 
of transfer and the like, it being entirely discretionery with District Judges to 
forward to the High Court any rc'presentation made by a Subordinate Judicial 
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OflScer. If Munsifs and Subordinate Judf«:cs are expressly autliorized to 
communicate demi-officially witli the Registrar of the High Court on these 
subjects, or if it be made eompulsory on the part of District Judges to for- 
ward such representations witli his remarks, favourable or otherwise, the com- 
plaint would cease to exist. In the matter cf deini-oflicial correspondence, 
members of the Provincial Lxeiaitive Service enjoy greater facility; in the 
case of the Provincial Judicial Service, District Judges or the Ivegistrar of 
the Higli Court do not always treat such correspondence with consideration. 

lY. — Dist’osal, TriK Sole Test ok Merit. 

It is a matter of common complaint among members of the Subordinate 
Judicial Service, and it is also w^ell-known to lawyers practising in the Mufas- 
sal, that disposal has now become the solo test of miuhi, and a good Munsif is 
daily coming more and more to mean one wlio >how8 a large nuimrical out turn 
of work, it is forgotten that an oflicer who, besides the nsusal routine work, 
showsa daily averuge of say two contestc'd cases, must (dthor deal generally with 
easy cases, or do his work in a slipshod and perfunctory fashion. J\) sacrifice 
quality of work to quantity is a mo^t mischievous policy, and is bound to load 
to the deterioration of the service and serious injustice. Wium a Judicial 
Ufticer has to dispose of a large number of cases, witliin a fixi'd tiim*, tliere is 
hardly much scope left him for a careful cnnsidoration of all the points at 
issue, and the study and discussion of the questions of law and fact involved. 
The District Judges are required to submit a concise statement regarding the 
outturn of work of Munsifs and Subordinate Judges once every quarter, 
and rule 09 of Chapter X of the General Rules and Ihrcular Oniers of the 
High Court says : ‘ these statements will be* taken into considm'ution by 
the Court in connection with transfers and promotions in the Subordinate 
Judicial Service.’ Generally, though not ahvays, the High Cc'urt calls for 
explanations from such officers as aie fourni to have shown a deficient outturn 
of work; and the numiier of such explanations, wlii(‘h the High Court has to 
consider every quarter and ultimately accept as satisfactory, must l)e very 
large indited. But what I was going to jioint out is, that there is no rulo 
emphasizing the need of examining the (juality of the judgments (l(‘livor(al by 
tliese officers, vvliicli ouglit to be a matter of gre;>ter importance, if justice 
be the primary object aimed at. Had siicii a ruh; existed, ilie average outturn 
would certainly have been smaller, and tlie numoer of Munsifs and Subordinate 
Judges would have to be increased. 

V.— Status and Pekstigr of the Suiiordinaik JuDicunT. 

“The status and prestige of Subordinate Judicial Officers instead of being 
gradually improved are being steadily lowered, thus bringing them down 
more and more to the level of ministerial officers in relation to tho District 
Judge. It will not be denied that in poiift|of culture, learning and ability, the 
difference between the District Judges and the Subordinate Judiciary has 
appreciably diminished, and tliat the proper relation between them ought to be 
that subsisting between Senior and Junior colleagues. A liitlc more considera- 
tion, for the feelings and scn.sibilities of meudiors of the Subordinate Service, 
would add immensely to its popularity, 

[a) Contract Contingency grants. 

Take, for instance, the case of the small monthly expenditure which have 
to be incurred in every Munsif or Subordinate Judge’s office, and which are met 
from the District Judge’s contract contingency grants. These expenses are 
necessary in connection with the purchase of matches, candles, small articles of 
furniture and the like, and in executing potty n rmirs. No distinction is, 
however, made between large and small items, ami for every pice spent by 
tho Munsif or Subordinate Judge, the previous sanction of the District Judge 
has to be obtained. Not only does a Munsif try suits up to Rs. 1,000 in value, 
but in Small Cause Court cases he is vested with final and summary jurisdiction 
with respect to suits up to the value of lis. 100. A Subordinate Judge has 
unlimited original jurisdiction and exercises Small Cause Court powers over 
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money suits, not ex<*eeding Rs. 500 in value. Government officers, who are 
Tested with such large powers over the pe^juniary concerns of the public, 
including the Si'Cretary of State for India, cannot spend a pice out of the 
public funds without the Distri(;t Judge's pennission. This irksome, irritating 
and unnecessarily suspicious policy o{ petty pinpricks should be abolished ; and 
the interests of economy would bo sufficiently safeguarded if a small uniform 
scale of monthly grants were sanctioned to meet the contingent chaiges of 
Subordinate Judicial Officers, and tiie registers of such expenditure kept by them 
subjected to periodical iiisjicction by the District Judge. 

(b) Ministerial Appointments. 

‘Mn official pai lance, a Munsif or a Subordinate Judge is the head of an 
office, and the District Judge is the head of a Department. At present, all 
a[)pointiueuts, down to that of an orderly ])(*on which is likely to last for 
more than two moniiis, are made by the District Judge, under section 31 
of the (hvil Courts Act of 1887. iJnder llie Cinl Courts Acts of 1871 
and 1881, liowevm’, all ap|)ointments, in a Munsif or Subordinate Judge's 
establisliincnt, used to he made by the head of the office himself, subject 
to the approval of the Distiict Judge. The efloct of this change has almost 
invariably been th(3 reduction of the head of the office to n cypher in the 
estiination of Ids staffi, and the bestowal of unlimited patronage in the hands of 
the District Jmlge's sarishtadar and the nazir. This centralization of power 
in the Civil Judicial Dojiartiuent, is irritating and unnecessary. There is 
no statutory rule which makes it incumbent on the District Judge to consult a 
Subordinate Ju:ii(o‘al OllicaT wlion promoting, transferring or degrading a 
niiiusterial or menial oOiccir on liis establishment ; and oftener than not the 
District Judge acts in tlu'sc matters (Ui liis own initiative, without reference to 
the head of ilie office Tliis is not calculated to raise the Subordinate Judiciary 
in the ustoum of amladcm ; nor does it make the maintenance of discipline easier 
for them. 

(c) Bower of District Judges to suspend Munsijs. 

A most significant illustrati< n of the anachronism which characterizes 
some of the provisions of the Civil Courts Act is furnished by section 2f^, which 
lavs down that a District Judge may in urgent cases go the leno*th of 
susjiemling a Munsif and report the fact at once to the High Court. 'J'hD rule 
was framed to meet the exigencies of a time long past, when Munsif s were no 
better than the amlas of the jire-sent day in resjieet of education and reputation 
for honesty, and wdieii coiuinunication was not so easy as at present. Now a* 
days it is impossible to conceive of a case of judicial corrujition or misconduct 
8o'urg(‘nt that it cannot bo suitably dealt witli by the High Court, tlirou<di the 
medium of the electric telegraph with due despatch and promptitude.*^ As a 
matttu’ of fact, District Judges do not lind it necessary to exercise the power 
vesl<‘d in them by this section ; but the fact that it exists on the Statute Book 
none tlie less shows how slow the Government is to move with the times in 
matters affecting the Subordinate Judicial Service. This unnecessarily 
liumiliuting provision should be repealed, as the first step towards an improve- 
ment in the status of the Service. 

“ Munsifs have been described as ‘ Judgmenl-producing machines ’ and it 
is well-known that they are overworked. iNobody will deny that the Improve- 
ments here suggested, if carried out, will make their lot a little happier. To 
the vast majority of them, the hope of a first grade Subordinate Judgeship or 
an Officiating District Judgeship, at the end of their career, is a delusion and a 
snare. Such illusory prospects do not tempt them or cheer up the gloom of a 
singularly monotonous career, which often ends in diabetes and premature 
death. Some of the real hardships and grievances from which they suffer I 
have tried to point out at the risk of being voted wearisome, and 1 "shall not 
mind this vote if some good comes to the services. Visions of glory, such as 
those implied by a remote District Judgeship, are not unoften displayed before 
their eyes {vide the Hou’ble Mr. Richardson’s speech in the Bengal Council on 
7tb April, lOOGJ, but more substantial good will be done to them if, instead of 
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wasting: time in drawing such eloquent fancy-portraits, the powers that be were 
to devote their attention to a few simple remedies and make an earnest and 
lympathetie attempt to give eflfect to them. 

‘‘ Let me now briefly refer to some other items pf the budget, which would 
require more detailed and careful examination ; but which after taking up 
so much of the time of the Council already, I can now ill ati'oixl. Foremost of 
these is the question of Sanitation. Comf)laint8 were made at the previous 
year’s Budget debate regarding the insuflScienev of provision under the head 
of Sanitation, liaving special regard to the increasing ravages of Malaria. 
Provision for combati g Malaria should bo clearly shown and bo sufliciont. 
Under the head of ‘ Sanitation ’ would come the items about which point- 
ed attention was drawn last year— 

(^a) jungle-clearing ; 

(A) improvements of silted rivers and water-channels, such as the 
Bhairab valley drainage and Bhagirathi valley drainage ; 

(c) removal of obstruction of water-courses ; 

(d) improvement of Vv'ater-supply in the mufassal — sinking of artesian 

wells to which attention was called last year, and excavation of 
tanks. 

‘‘Under heading ‘Miscellaneous’ (page 4, Appendix), grants for Some 
Water-works are shown. No provision for iho llooghly Water-works lias been 
shown, because no scheme has been yet matured. But it ought to be matured 
at onee, and will, we h()p(\ be ready next year. There is a strong public feeling 
with regard to this matter, and it is important to hoar in mind that on the im- 
provement of the health of place's near Calcutta, towards which greater Calcutta 
could extend, would to a considerable extent depend the health of Calcutta. 
Great things have recently been claimed on behalf of Calcutta, about which 
Calcutta residents are naturally sceptical. Rcalizafion of the Cahrufta Improve- 
ment Scheme, in the not very distant future, has again been promised, anti Your 
Honour has vigorously sunnnoned lagging merchants to their places in the 
front, in wliicli they wore witli so much s«»licitudo placed. Bui let us reiterate, 
as our representatives have pressed over and over again, that a better and 
greater Calcutta will not be possible till the surroundings are (dearod and till 
Calcutta concerns are once more placed in hands that have the iiiost interest in 
them, by a judicious and sym[)atlietie amendment of the Municipal Act. 
The civic wet-nursing that has gone on so for, is pronounced insiifficiont, 
nay, unwholesome, and Municipal Government is described as a ‘ liopelew 
farce,’ under the new-born system. And the fumes of the ten -year old 
vintage are still very much in evidence, judging from the utterances of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Lannour, to whicli we have just listonod. Never could there 
be better op|)ortunity of amending the Act than when the present and the 
past Chairman of the Corporation are on the Council, and when the Council 
may have further the assistance of several present and past members, who 
knew and know its working thoroughly well. And it would be exceedingly 
appropriate and grateful, Sir, to have the close of Your Honour’s r/gime asso- 
ciated with the restoration of metropolitan civic life. If the needs of greater 
Calcutta were more in view, we should not have had to send away the 
Engineering College at an enormous cost from unliealtliy surroundings, which 
a mere fraction of the cost of the pro|) 08 ed removal would improve. 

“We are thankful that the general question of Sanitation is engaging the 
attention of the Government of India, and a small Imperial grant has aftiT all 
been made. What sanitary improvtmients can do, in the way of lowering death 
rates, can be seen in England, where death rate has been reduced from 20 to 
16*5 per thousand in 20 years. During a similar j)eriod in India, it has gone 
up from 28 per thousand to 86 per thousand. The representatives of the people 
are, tlierefore, bound to draw pointed attention to the matter, year after year. 
The necessity of providing and clearing tanks and wells in the Mufassal should 
be incessantly impressed upon all local bodies ; and, having regard to the danger- 
ous river pollution that has been steadily going on for some years in the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta, the question of supply of filtered water, within the 
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mill regions, along both the banks of the Hooghly, cannot possibly be 
trifled with. Mr. Ilanlkin’s recent researches show that the water oi the 
Ganges and the Jumna is hostile to the growth of the cholera microbe, 
not only owing to the aj^sence of food materials but owing to the actual 
presence of an antiseptm of a mysterious description, that has the power 
of destroying this microbe. Science has thus justified time-honored tradi- 
tion ; but we arc afraid that this may not strengthen our protest against 
pollution, but may, on the other hanu, justify, prolong and vindicate that 
pollution in the interest of trade and industry. 

Regarding jungle-clearing and other important sanitary undertakings, I 
desire to draw the attention of the Government and of the district authorities to 
the recent formation of bands of sanitary workeis all over the country. The 
merest of helps and tlie slightest of encouragements — at all events absence of all 
discouragement — will be a great help to these veritable ' jnonecrsj^ who Ruskin- 
like are determined, spado in hand, to do a much negletited and long-noeded 
work. What good work in these directions our young men are capable of, 
was abundantly illustrated in connection with tlie recent Ardhodaya Jog festi- 
val, as Your Honour was good enough to testify; and it would be a gain all 
round to promote and encourage such work and bring people back to the olden 
ideas of things, in which the King and tlio King’s oflicers have to lead the way. 
His Majesty the King-Kmperor has been graciously pleased to do so already by 
his sympatheth; pronouncements, in connection with ])lague j)revention. It 
remains for the officers to fidlow suit, and liowevi r much one may spend money 
on rat-catching or flea-destroying, wdilcli subsefjuent scimtilic ideas discounte- 
nance, the outstanding fact remains tliat Sanitation jmoper should not i)e 
neglected; and before hygienic novelties are ])iess{ul on a starving people, they 
should bo b(jtter fed, better housed, bt^ttiT elotlujd, have better drains and 
better water supply. When these conimon-placj m cessities arc^ forthcoming, 
saiiitaiy reforms will be automatic, and to this end oui strenuous and serious 
ollorts must bend. 

The provision for compensation for dearness of fooil ought, I think, 
to bo enlarged ; wo are once again thankful to Your Honour for Your Honour’s 
powerful ])l(‘a in the Imperial Council in lliis behali. With increasing dearriess 
of food, the sulferings of the lower middle classics is indescribable ; and ladief 
to clerks drawing Rs. fiO and under and not Ks. oO and under should at least 
bo provided. 1 am glad the Hoii’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad has 
also taken this view of things. In Bombay, wdu re the suffering is less, there 
has been, 1 understand, a provision like this. This will no doubt entail much 
heavier expenditure, but the situation demands it. We are glad to have the 
assurance of Yt>ur Honour’s Secretaries that fiie matter is separately under 
consideration, and we hope to see early fruition. A painful and regrettable 
phase of tiie scarcity question is, the increase of registration fees, indexing 
indiscriuiiuate transfer of holdings, apparently to monev-londers to stave off the 
passing evil of the hour. It is a serious question whether this cannot and 
ought not to be minimised, if not stopped, and wlietlier the scope of the relief- 
loan systtan cannot be suitably eidarged? At all events, in deserving cast s, 
which ought not to be difficult to discriminate, full profits sliould not bo made 
out of the people’s woes ; and the scale of fees may bo capable of revision, 
though a discount, and by no means a premium, ought to be put upon 
thoughtless and avoidable alienation. 

Allied to this is the subject of Famine Relief which is really of no greater 
importance, for the sufferings of our lower middle classes are past describing 
and imagining. We are told that the amount tliat may be required, according 
to the latest revised reports received from the local officers under Famine 


Relief, has been provided for thus : — 

1907 - 08 . 1908 - 09 . 

Rs. Ra. 

Imperial ... ... 8,00,000 7,50,000 

Provincial ... ... ... 2,50,000 


“ If the situation alters, so as to necessitate a larger expenditure for the 
purpose of giving adequate relief, an additional grant will be made, we are told, 
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with the sanction of the Government of India, which ia satisfactory so fat and 
there need bo no present apprehension about the matter. 

“ One phase of the question is, however, a puzzle to me — the recent strikes 
and labour difficulties and the difficulty of ohtainin^^ domcMtic servants, in spite 
of admitted and patent scarcity. If these difficulties are so noticeable, even in 
times of stress and trouble, the question of le^islatin^L^ upon the relations of 
master and servant and of artisan and employer, and between capital and 
labour, generally, cannot long* be relegated to the back ground, if serious 
economic, social and donu'stic troubles are to bo avoided. A ))hilanthropioally 
inclined gentleman offered to j)ay for tlie travelling, clothing, up keep, treat- 
ment and employment and return home, after a stated time, of a hundred 
persons from a famine area, and he had no response. The Qovernmont and 
the people are alike interested to ask and know as to what this may moan? 

We are grateful that Your Honour’s Government is, through the medium of 
the recent Fisheries inquiries, doing important work, for bettering the foo J-supj)ly 
of the country ; and 1 sincerely hope to ste early success of these labours. 
1 confess that, for what sueh oj)p()sition might he wi>rlh, I wins opposed to tho 
purchase of a fishing trawler, for which budget provision has ]>eon made, and 
even the knowledgi^ that tho purchase was already a fait accompli did not seem 
to me to alter the situation. 1 had, however, the udvantagii of talking the matter 
over with Mr. Ahmed, whom Your lI(»nour has holectcal for carrying on 
Mr. K. O. Gupta’s work, and I wjis eoiivimaal of tin* imiumise p )sdbilities in tho 
direction aimed at. I desire, tliorefon^, openly to witlulraw my oppositioji and give 
tho provision my humble support, none the loss warmly, htjcauso \v(‘ lio])e to have 
tho proud distiiuitioM of setting an example evem to the first City of India. 
But what 1 do eoinplain of about the matter is, th(‘ fail accompli element ; for we 
do not understand, at least without some explanation, why budget provisions 
should be needed or made for what had already been not only decided on, 
ordered and j)ureliused, but was actually on its way out ? In tlios(^ remarks, 1 
desire to include the provision for the secimd cruiser for the Sandlieads, at a 
cost of necrly five and-a-half lakhs of rupees, which, as wo gather, is similarly 
situated. 

A large it(?m of a lakh and twenty thousand rupees lias beim allotted to tho 
Calcutta Municipality, for re-alignment of drains in tli(5n(;w Fn^sidimey Jail. Wo 
are told that the Goverinnent of Ikmgal was cominitt(‘d tr> this expiuidiinro, when 
the Victoria Mtunoriul Sclioinc was inaugurated. I have not betm able to get 
particulars of Midi a ciunniittal ; but I d(» venture to think and urg(i tliut it is tho 
Memorial Funds that ought to bear these costs, as well as the cost of liuilding 
tho Jail, a lac and fifty thousand out of whicli is biidgetted tliis yiair, |)articu- 
larly, as there seems to bo no immediate or very near prospects of more 
beneficial employuient of the funds. Wheret ver elw^ it may he, there is in my 
mind no confusion of id< as regarding the matter. 

A large sum of Rs. 4.0,000 has ht en budgotbid as a grant for alteration of 
the Circular Caual BiiJg(\ 1 su])mit this is uiinecessaiy and undesirable, 
and I would respectfully ask Your Honour to expunge this item. The existing 
bridge, though old and old fashioned, is good enough for its purpf)ses, and the 
improvements are needed for the benefit of tho Tramway Company, who will 
take their trebly reproducrive lines over the bridge. They will pay a mere paltry 
sum of Ks. 15,000 and the remaining 45,000 is tube paid by the Government, for 
which there is no plea or justification. Only the other day, a very necessary 
bridge on tho soutliern side of the canal was negatived, tliougli the Corjioration 
woM ready with a handsome contribution ; and if any monoy is to bo spent on 
bridges by the Government, it should bo for tlie provision of urgently needed 
new bridges like this, and not by way of aiding and beriofittiug private 
enterprises, steadily earning fat dividends 

‘‘I have trespassed far too long on tho patience and forbearance of the 
Council, and my apology once again is tho vast and varied range of interests to 
be traversed. Tho Budget debate is about the only opportunity that non^ffiicial 
members have of drawing tho attention of Government to important public 
questions, though in the course of the year there may be some change for the 
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better, or as some apprehend for the worse, WTiat is in store, is hidden away 
from the ken of normal humanity and is veritably on the knees of , the gods. 
I’bo heart is weary and sick with waiting, and it is best not to pitch public 
expectation too high, lest the disappointment be proportionate. After longer 
years of travail and labour than memory can recall, the first move towards 
the bettering of the relations between the Judicial and the Executive is about 
to be attempted, but commentaries and elucidations are awaited with interest 
for exponnjfing the situation. Public judgment has therefore been judiciously 
suspended, and upon Your Honour’s Government and the Government of East 
Bengal, the close connection between which is thus officially emphasised, will 
fittingly devolve the first toils of elaborating schemes, pregnant with possibilities. 

** The present is not only an anxious time, but is also a time of stress, strain 
and struggle, the character of which is hard to divine and will be harder to con- 
trol, if due appreciation and restraint aro wanting all round. So long as people’s 
interests are in the hands of officials like those that welcomed the pick of our 
culture at the Rector’s Jubilee party last month under shadows of sickness 
and sorrow that, thank Heaven, are gradually lifting, there need be no serious 
apprehension about the future. It is no less a misfortune of the governors 
than of the governed, that there can be but the least affinitjr in this country 
between the official head and the official hand, the official heart and the 
official tongue, for the tongue dare not utter what the heart feels, and the hand 
is not permitted to do what the head dictates. The limitations and possibilities 
of officials in India are unique, such as are not open even to those born unto 
the purple elsewhere, for the veriest tyro may rule rulers of men to-morrow. 
Amidst hollow artificialities and in mistaken zeal, however, golden opportu- 
nities are often worse than frittered away. There is no country in which people 
are more thankful for tlie smallest of small mercies, and not the least of the 
achievements of tho Decentralization Commission will be the bettering of the 
relation between officials and non-officials to which throughout its sittings so much 
prominence has justly been given. Such cordiality, if genuine, will of itself 
solve many an outstanding administrative problem of difficulty, and the gentlest 
of whisperings will achieve more than the most brutal of tho doomed whipping. 
* Live and let live ’ is the agonised cry, and when the pursuer, the prosecutor 
and the punisher aro different under the new regime ; when prestige ceases to 
loom unhealthily large ; when superior courts and officers have not, at every 
step, to check magisterial and executive vagaries, as has almost been the ,raM 
in the near past all over the Continent ; when living, education and sanitaWa 
are all broad-and-firm based then and then alone will the ruler’s work be easy, 
profitable and pleasant, and then will people realize that the prospect is not so 
gloomy, BO weary, or so desolate, and they have something real to live for and 
work for. Wliile Mr. Redmond is with mock-pathos and moderation pleading 
for tho same treatment for the Irishman as the Frenchman receives at Quebec 
snd the Dutch in the Transvaal, the Indian is the object of contempt and 
contumely at home and abroad, and the situation is getting more and more 
complex, with possibilities of mischief in unscrupulous hands. The antidote 
can never be growing repression and tho attachment of the bayonet and the 
baton to tho same belt. Larger confidence and greater premium on endeavours 
on the side of law and order, are sovereign remedies, snd sympathy and 
appreciation can work marvels even at the breaking-point. Under soothing 
and wholesome influences like these, law and order are bound to be assured 
commonplaces, and the power of resisting plague, famine and other earthly 
woes may yet return to a people, the last vestiges of whose manhood are fast 
ebbing away, by a long course of untold sufferings. Under the changed order 
of things the cultivation of stout optimism, the lastest of scientific panaceas, 
may be possible, mid it is devoutly to be hoped that a ‘morning of morbid 
tendencies and incapacity’ will veritably be ‘changed to an eventide of 
productive usefulness.^ ’’ 

The Hon’blo Babu Ga.jadhae Prasad said:— “Your Honour— It has 
Mtea been said that the debate on the Budget has at best an academic 
interest and is utterly hollow in its character. But I feel no hesitation 
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in making the remark that Your Honours Government has effected improve- 
ments in the system wliich prevailed in the past, and is cuitaiiily favourably 
inclined towards a real expansion of tlio privileges whicli we, the non-official 
Members of the Council, at present enjoy. The informal discussion of the 
Financial Statement among the Members, both official and non official, before 
its formal presentation to the Council is an important departure from the old 
beaten ’ines and likely to be productive of some good to our cuunuunity. 

“ I deem it my duty first to congratulate the Hon’blo the Financial 
Secretary on the simplicity and lucidity of the statement which ho has laid 
upon the table, I am sorry he has not been able to show any large surplus ; 
indeed we have not got before us a Prosperity Budget. Famine Stricken Pro- 
vinces cun hardly bo expected to have Prosperity Budgets. 

" I think it fair to thank the Government of India for making an additional 
grant of Us. 22,47,000 from the Imperial Revenues, and to thank Your Hononr 
for making provisions in the Budget for Famine Relief and for other works of 
sanitary, educational and agricultural improvements. But I cannot at the 
same time help mentioning that the sum of money alloited for the purpose of 
Famine Relief does not seem to be enough for the year 1908-1909, It is well- 
known that the paddy crops have suffered much this year ; soinowliere by 
inundation, somewhere by drought and somewhere by both. Compaintively 
very small areas in Bihar yielded a normal quantity of paddy. 1 think the 
villages situated on both sides of the canals only had a normal quantity of paddy. 
The rabi in many cases could not be properly sown for want of moisture in 
the soil at the time of sowing ; but some lands were anyhow sown, and the 
prospects of rabi seemed to be brilliant. Unfortunately in somo parts of 
Bihar, they also have suffered from heavy hailstorms ami rains, anu many 
tenants have lost a good deal of money and labour over those crojis. In short, 
the year is a bad one and all sorts of crops have been more or loss damaged. 
Orissa is stricken with Famine, and 1 am afraid lest Bihar should be similarly 
affected. 

“ I am fully aware of the fact that the distress in somo other parts of 
India is greater and more severe than in Bengal; but 1 cannot close my eyes to 
the intense scarcity which is afflicting the millions in our midst. It is poH»<il)le 
that the Government may soon be called upon to face the difficulty and to take 
some measures for the protection of the people under its charge. The budget 
itself shows that there has been an increase in the income from Registration. 
This fact is an index to the poverty of the people and to tho greater and greater 
hold which the money-lender is day by day having upon them. Under the 
circumstances, the Government should be prepared to spend a largo amount of 
money for this purpose ; the provision in the Budget is not adequate, in every 
year of abnormal distress, such items of expenditure, as can be convoniontly 
put off, should be put off ; for instance, the reclaiming of the Sundarhans at the 
cost of Rs. 60 , 000 , survey of the Sundarbans at the cost of Rs. 20,000 and such 
other items. The sum of money, thus saved, should bo devoted to the relief of 
the poor. In answer to my question in the Council meetiug on the 8th 
Febiuary, the Government was pleased to state as follows : — 

‘ The Qovernmrnt ii aware that the prices of food-graios in Bihar are high, but there 
is no Famine anywhere at present. Takavi loans are being given freely in districts 
where they are needed, and arrangements have been made for relief operations. Tliose wiU 
be commenced without delay should the necessity arise. 

“ But unless we provide a sufficient amount of money i*i the Budget no 
arrangement can bo satisfactorily made for relief operations, should such 
a necessity arise. 

“ In this connection, I note with pleasure that the Government generously 
desires to continue the grunt of Grain Compensation Allowance to low-paid 
officers, but I should be glad if we could afford to grant some such compensa- 
tion to all officers drawing less than Rs. 60 per month ; for thcie is no doubt 
that the middle classes of our people are feeling most the severity of the 
Famine. 
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Jrri(jaiion. — I am glad to find that, much has heon done an^ is being done 
for ( 'unal li rigation. Jt is throiigli ihe Sone Canal this year, that large areas 
sifaaled on both sides of the canal 3 ielded paddy crops and Jiavo got good 
raid. It aj)peurB liom experience timt we cannot have full rain every 
rear. As the largo niajoiit}’^ of tlic people of this Province live upon 
ugri culture and their well-being depends upon proper arrangement for 
iriigiition, and as if is iiii)iohsible to have canals in every localit}’, 1 beg respect- 
fully to suggest the introduction of a 8} stem of well-irrigation. " The system of 
well-ill igatioii has, 1 h(!ar, been tried in the Madras Presidency and there is no 
reason why it slu.nld not be tried in our part of the country. In Pillar, the depth 
of the well is not vet y great. If the Government providis big wells with big 
water-lifting inaehines, it is very likely that it would bo a »''urco of consider- 
able ]irofii, both to the (Jovernment and to the jieojile. If the Government 
is requiied to spt nd Ivs. 20,t)00 on the well irrigation of a village, having 1,000 
bighiiH, and if it charges Its. 3 a bigha as water rate, it would mean a 
sub.'iuiitial bl ip to tlic peoide and a clear source of income to the Government. 
In jilaccs vvliei'i! it is not prueticable to have canal irrigation, it would I 
submit, bo e.xp(d'eiit to establish a S3'8tem of well irrigntion. Jn my 
opinio. , no tenant or /.amindar will grudge to pay water-rate for irrigation hy 
iiieams of wells ; they will rather pay more for it than lor canal-irrigation, and 
that for the following reasons; — 

(I) 'Phev' will he sure of having some produce every year. 

According to my iiifoniuitioii, gathered from experienced culiivalors, 
well-watu- brings oat larger produce than canal-water. Well-water is a better 
feitdiser. 

Some lands in some localities irrigated by cannl-w'ater arc being dete- 
riorated day by day on account of silt dejiosit, and there is no such risk m 
Wcll-iirigatioii. 

(.{) Wlion on account of drought rivers are dried up, canals cannot 
supply a sidliciciit quantity of water; but ihat will not bo the case with wells. 

(o') In his budget speech at the bengal Council on the 7th April, HtOO, 
the Ilon’blc Mr. Inglis very projicrly remarked: ‘With respect to Irri- 
gation, in my o|)iniuii, it is undouhtcdly the case that where, as on the Sone 
Canals, rice has taken the jdaco of other crops, requiring less water or not 
requiring irrigation at all, tlicro is some increase in sickness, which we call in 
a general way malarial fever. 'Phis may bo due to a rise in the level of the 
Bub-Hoil water or to other causes; but, whatever the cau.'-e, I believe it to be a 
fact that you cniinot have a purely artificial cultivation of rice on a large scale 
without some had effect on health ’ This evil cannot exist if Well-irrigation 
is resorted to. Again, there i.s another useful means of irrigation. But this also 
cannot be utilized without the help of the Government. There are numerous 
small rivers and rivulet.^ which can be used as canals, for irrigation purposes. 

“1 have noted above 1113’ humide suggestions for the piovisioti of greater 
facilities fir Irrigation; the3' are based on crude ideas and have not been 
suhjeelod to scientilic scruiii.y. I'ut the subject is so important that I beg to 
invite' the attention of I lie Government to it, and to request that it may consult 
its .'■cieutific exjierls, and see if it can take any such action in the matter. We 
should never lo.so .sight of the fact that India is an agricultaral country 
and that au3' hurni to its ngiicultuiul interests would sjxill its ruin. * 

“lic/si..— It cannot hut be deplored that the Government is under the 
necessity of acei pting revenue from theliquor traffic. It is now a well-establish- 
ed fact that intern peruiice is a curse, and that no pains should bo spared for 
its suppression. In every age and in every countr3*, it has been severelr 
condomned ; anu nowhere more than in India. The people of our land are 
by tlieir liabits, as also by their religions, remaikubly averse to drink. Any- 
thing, therefoie, which places temptations in their way and which has the 
likely effect of loading them astray, should bo deprecated as much as possible. 
The Government should do all that it can for the discouragement of tho liquor 
traffic ; no anxiety for gain should interfere with the right performance of its 
duties. And I am glad that not only the Government of Bengal but th<i 
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Government of India and tlio Secretary of Stale have more than once given 
out their approval of the princdple 1 have referred to above. 

“ Tlie Government of llenpil in its IfcM^lution appointing tlie Commiavsion 
of 1883-I88t fcitated: ‘it is unnocessary here to recapitulate all that has been 
said a^ain^t and in favour of the outstill system, whiclj is in force over 
practicallv the whole aiea of the J'rovince outside Galcutta ami its environs. 
One thiii^^ is cleiirj that theie has hc'on a serious increase in driukin*:!: among 
the people. That increase is not c<»niined to the anai under the outstill system, 
but that it has taken plact* throughout a gnait part of that area is nut open 
to question. Whether the causes in operation are the saino as thoso which 
have caused the ni(‘u a>e in the siualltn* arcai under the Sader distillery, or 
whether t!;ey arc spt eial causes, either inherent in tho system or brought into 
force by the pn sia.t ai>j)l cation, it is impossible' for tlie Government to allow this 
increase in diinkinir to contimn*, without making (‘very eifort to ascertain their 
causes, and if pos^iblo to remove them. No consideration of revenuo can bo 
allowed b) outwi'igh the paramount duty of tlio Government to prevent the 
spread cf Intemjieianee, so far as it may lu' possible to do so.’ I believe there 
has been no clianoe in the |)oliey of the Government since 1883, when this 
Ivesolution was jiuhlished. 

‘‘ Your Honour's Government has always been friendly to tho cause of 
Temporane(\ The iictnul ICxcusc n'vonue in llK)h-19()7 was lis. 1 ,00,81,' 
and the revised (‘Mimat(; oi 1007-1008 was Ks. 1,70,00,000, the present budget 
estimate is Ks. 1,7 ‘y 00, 000, half of \vhi(di is our Provincial slniro. Such a big 
jump in the KxciNC n vcmiie is d(‘plorabh*. If the estimate of revenue is raised, 
tli(’ onTic.ers placed ov('r the Excise Hopartment may come to believe that they 
arc hound to try for a proport i<)nat(i increase of n'vt'ime in their rcsjiective 
di^tri(‘t^, and may thus be led to (lis]>lay extra zeal in the raising of the receipts 
from Excise, Kevenuo may b<^ incKaiHod hy tho raising of the price, but this 
iiie^ns may not alwavs succeed in decreasing drunkenness. I hav(‘ learnt on 
inquiry tlnit when the revenue of a particular shop is increasial, the shopkeejKJr 
s( 3 ll 8 liquor (!lieu]M3r than hefor'* (of eourso lie sell.s adulterated li(|uor and thus 
secures a larg(‘r sale). Time is liere also a risk of incioasing drunkenness. 

It is strange that no rate has been fixed by tho Government for tho sale 
of liquor by the shoji-keepers. Shop-ke(‘perH are at liberty to sell liquor at any 
price which suits tlu-m. The Governimmt should fix at least the minimum price 
of the liquor to he sold at the shops. Unless the Government lays down any 
such restriction, druidienness is bound to increase and tho morals of the nooplo are 
liable to be injuriously affected. The Excise Bill is pcivding before tlie Bengal 
Council. I have proposed ainoudincnts to the folluwdng eflect, viz.^ ‘ no license 
for the sale of any intoxicating liquor or drug in any locality shall be granted 
against tine wishes of the majority of the people of that locality, and that no 
intoxicable liquor or drug should bo sold to women or to children below 10 years 
ef agm’ ddu Gov( rninent is a guardian of the people ; it has to promote 
their interest ; it has to prott‘ct tliern from ( vil. 1'lieie is no reason why 
it should allow women or young* boys to be assuiled by temptations. If u 
man who has attained the age of discretion contracts evil liahits or falls into 
ways of dehaiicheiy, tho Goveinriimit or even his parents can hardly help it. 
But it is otherwise with women and young boys. In the latter case, the 
Government and the parents are to a gi’eat extent the controlling authoiitie.s. 
The GovcinriK iit should so far as practicable help tho parents in keeping the 
children straight. 

Again, I do not see how any Government can reasonably oppose 
the principle of local option. A liquor shop sliould never be tlirust 
upon a people that do not like it. It is giatifyirig to note here, tliat the 
Government has not unoften laid down tho principle that sirch shops should 
not be opened in tlie vicinity of important public insiitulious. Jhrt that is not 
enough. I humbly submit that the Governrnerjt should formolly recognize the 
rule of local option and make it incumbent upon ith* Exerse Oliicers to respect 
the rule. I liave known numerous instances in whicli the opinion of tho people 
of the locality concerned has been utterly disregarded and treated with a 



126 


The Bengal Financial Statement for 1908-09. [4th April, 


l^Balu Gajadhar Prasadf] 

con which it did not deserve. The Excise Committee also did not 

cojide/nn the principle; indeed its report suppoits, to a certain extent, the 
proposal that due provision should be made in the Excise Act, for the 
ascertuininp and respectinj^ of public opinion. 

‘‘ The Excise Coiiunitteo recommends a ;j:cneral prohibition of the sale 
of liquor to children. The Committee, no doubt, hesitates to put a sudden 
Btoj) to the sale to women ; but the Committee is, 1 see, of opinion that the 
local authorities should have power to stop sucli a sale, in case of need. 
Ibit if the sale is an evil, I do not understand why it should not be put a 
stop to by the Government; why should such a matter bo left to the discretion 
of the local authorities ? I hedieve the British Government wdll soon have 
in Enf^land a Licensmg Act which would larj^cly reduce the evils attendant 
upon the liquor traffic, and I hope our Government will not fail to grant us 
the boon of local option in the Jbll which is yet pending before it. 

** Before I pass onto another topic, 1 should like to speak a word or 
two about cigarette smoking. Cigarette smoking among schoolboys prevails 
to nn alarming extent and does, it is held, immense harm to their health and 
studies. Is it possible to restrict its use among hoys Ijy legislation ? 

j/ls/frsmt Taxes . — There is an incro ise under this head also. The actual 
figure of 1006-1907 in the ITovincial share wa« Rs. 24, 3d, 061, and the revised 
Budget estimate for 1007-1908 was Rs. 25,25,000, and the present Budget esti- 
mate is Rs. 20,25,000. Of course, tliis figure represents half of the really 
estimalcd income under this h(‘ad. 

“ I think in these days of scarcity, this figure in the budget is alarming. If 
the estimate is kept at such a high figure, every officer in charge would deem it 
necessary for him to increase the tax to its utmost limits. The result may be 
that thn people who expected leductions on account of any falling off in their in- 
comes would find tiicir prayers unheeded, or that those wdio did not deserve to be 
assessed would bo saddled with the burden. It cannot be gainsaid that, India, 
(luring the days of scarcity, the income of the people is considerublyre indueed ; 
no increase in the Income-tax sliould bo expocited. In the preparation of the 
Budget, I humbly think the actuals of the last year should bo our guide. 

‘‘ Education -—It cannot bo doubted that all the Provinces are equally entitled 
to the support and sympathy of the Government, ddio Government is wza to all 
of theiii. But just as the jrarents devote more attention to their infant children 
than to those that are grown up and are capable of carving out their career, the 
Government is bound to lend greater help to the weak and the infirm in their 
fal^toring stops on tlio path of education. Siuiilarly, the more advanced pro- 
vinces are morally bound to help their less advanced sister provinces. Bibar 
cannot be adequately grateful to the Government for the improvements that have 
been already made, and that arc likely to be made in tire immediate future in 
the Patna College and the Temple Medical School. Your Honour’s Government 
has indeed done much for the well-being of these two important Educational 
Institutions in that Province. But Bihar badly needs and richly deserves some 
encouragement at the hands of the Government, in the matter of Technical 
Education. On the 25di January last, I suggested in one of my questions in the 
Council that the Bihar School of Engineering should be raised to the status of a 
college. The Government was pleased to reply as follows:— 

‘ It is hoped that the fiibpur Eugineering College will Rhortly bo removed to Ranobi. 
This site will be in all roapeots as favourable for Bibari students as for students from the 
rest of Bengal. The Lieutenant-Governor, as at present advised, does not consider that 
there is room for a second Engiueoriiig College in this Bruvinco. It would not bo potfliblt 
to have another College equally efficient with the Collogo now situated at Sibpur.’ 

“I agree to the opinion that it would not be pos.siblo at present to have 
another College equally efficient with that now situated at Sibpur; but I think 
it would not be easy for one College at Sibpur or Ranchi to accommodate all 
th® students of Bihar and Bengal. And 1 am humbly of opinion that the 
present requirements of Bihar would bo sufficiently met if the Bihar School 
of Engineering were raised to tb(' status of a second class College, teaching up 
to the F. E. Standard of the Calcutta University. 1 have had discussions on 
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tlM fubject with some eminent GoTernment Educational Ezpetta. A scheme 
has been prepared in oonsoltation with them. The scheme is as follows 
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It would appear that only two additional Professors and some additional 
expenditure in tne workshop would be required, in case the school is raised to 
that standard ; there would be in all probability a recurring charge of only 
about Rs. 6,000 a year and an initial outlay of Rs, 10,000, for the purchase of 
some machinery : the latter, of course, would be non-recurring. 

“ Then there is another important factor, vie,, the income from the fees and 
fines of the College. It is probable that the Government will not have to spend a 
very largo sura of money for tho maintenance of the College. It is expected 
that tho income from F. E. class and the workshop will not be inconsiderable. 
Wo liave got at present a splendid building, with a splendid hostel attached 
to it ; and I respectfully submit wo should try to widen the usefulness of the 
school. It is really a very fortunate circumstance that wo can raise tho status 
of the school at a cost of only Rs. 6,000 a year. The Government should not 
fail to avail itself of such an excellent opportunity. Only a little help from the 
Government will place the people of Bihar under a deep debt of latitude. The 
fund which was spent on the construction of the building and the equipping 
of the Institution was raised by private subscription, on tne occasion of His 
Majesty’s visit to Patna. Tho chief donor was Nawab Syed Lutfali Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Patna. Tho Board of Visitors of tho School spent its fund 
with tho hope that they would have a College. If tho Board, of which I have 
tho honour to be a member, had known that there would only be a school, tho 
Board perhaps would not have agreed to spend such a large sum of money on a 
building. A school would not require such a grand building. It is hoped that 
an institution, which is connected with tlie memory of Ilia Majesty’s visit to 
Patna, would reccivo from tho Government a largo measure of attention. 
It may not bo out of place to remind Government that it has very recently 
abolished the Oovornmont Law Class at Patna, and has thus been relieved of a 
recurring charge entailed by tho maintenance of a Law class. In these circum- 
stances, tho Govornmoiit will, I fervently hope, invest a little more money in 
the Bihar School of Engineering. 

‘‘There is another first class College in Bihar, i.c., tho Bihar National 
College, which deserves special notice. It was founded by tho late lamented the 
Hon’blo Babu Saligrani Singh, and his brother tho lato Babu Bisseswar Singh; 
they wore truly patriotic Bihareos. The Institution was started with a view to 
givG cheap high education to Bihar. It was not at all a mercenary business. 
It was never in want of accommodation or funds. But the now University 
Regulations made an uncommonly heavy demand upon its purse and put a 
strain upon its resources, consequently Govcnimont aid became a necessity. 
It baa done much towards tho imparting of cheap education to Biharees, and 
Bihar is indebted to ibo founders of tho Institution. Bihar cannot be 
adequately thankful to Your Honour for tho aid which has been granted to 
this Institution, and I hopo tho Government will not neglect this Institution if 
any further aid is needed. 

“ Zaw and Justice . — It is a well-known fact that somo of the Criminal 
Courts in tho Province hold their sittings till lato hours in the evening. The 
causes are various : sometimes it is the pressure of business, sometimes it is a 

E ieco of indiscretion on tho part of tho presiding oflicer concerned ; but I beg 
umbly to subniit that these sittings cause a good deal of inconvenience to the 
litigants and their lawyers. There would be very little murmuring if it were 
settled that each of tho Criminal Courts would hold its sittings at night. If the 
parties came prepared to bo present at a night sitting, they would not foel the 
inconvenience much. But as matters stand, the whole thing rests on uncer- 
tainty, on the whims or the caprices or for the matter of that, on the common 
sense of the Officers concerned. If a Pleader or a Barrister, who goes to Court 
at 11 A.M., is made to work, without previous notice, till, say 9 p.m. or 10 p.m. 
at night, he cannot but feel very much inconvenienced. I frankly admit that 
there may be occasions on which late sittings may be necessitated by the 
circumstances. But the liberty given to the oflScer, of holding late sittings 
should, 1 Submit, be hedged in by proper safeguards. 

“ It may hea*e be noted that the Calcutta High Court has in its note to 
rule 1, Chapter 1, Part 1, Volume I, of the General Rules and Circulars laid 
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down the following for tho guidance of the oflScers of the Civil Coorti: 

The daily sittings of each Court shall ordinarily extend from 11 A.il. 
to 6 p.ii. If the Government is of opinion that there is a greater pressure 
of business in tho Criminal Courts than in tho Civil Courts, or that tlio criminal 
business is generally more urgent than tho civil, tho Government, which is 
always the best protector of the public, can direct its officers ordinarily to bold 
their Courts from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and record their reasons whenever they are 
compelled, by pressure of business or by any other cause, to depart from the 
rule, 'rheso Officers may also be asked to give previous notice to tho parlies, 
whenever they deem it necessary to hold late sittings. 

“ I considered it my duty to draw the attention of Your Honour’s Govern- 
ment to tho subject only because 1 see that, if only a little romodial measure be 
taken by Your Honour’s Government, a fruitful source of misunderstanding, a 
cause of friction between tho Bench and the Bar, between, I may go so far as to 
say, the rulers and tho ruled, will bo done away with. I know there have boon 
several cases in which such lato eittings have caused much unploasantaoss and 
have disturbed not a little the harmonious relationship existing between the officers 
of the Government and the parties concerned. Ah there is no such order of the 
Government to guide them, many officers, well-meaning, intelligent and cour- 
teous have to do their business in a way which runs counter to the wishes of 
tho public and causes them serious inconvenience. If in order to avoid night 
sittings tho Government has to incur any additional expense tho Government 
should not I submit, hesitate to do it. 

‘‘ Provincial Famine, Plague and Cholera reign supremo in Bihar ; 

and Sanitation cannot bo neglected with impunity. In tho first place, it is, 
I humbly think, necessary for the Government, as well as for tho people, to 
devote some attention to the Sanitation of Villages. The villages are, generally 
speaking, in an insanitary condition. It is no doubt ono of the duties of (ho 
district Boards and the Local Boards to look after tho Sanitation of tho Itural 
Areas. But there are two things necessary to the performance of that 
duty 

(i) Distinct and clear direction of tho Government as to the proportion 

of tho income of the Board which should bo spout on 

Sanitation. 

(ii) Pecuniary aid from tho Governmont to tho District Boards for the 

porposo of carrying out Sanitary Schomos. 

“ Tho Sadar Local Board of Patna introduced, some time ago, a system of 
Village Sanitation. Tho system proved successful and was Bpj)rovea by tno 
Government and noticed in its Resolution, reviewing tho report on tho Working 
of tho District Boards of Bengal, 1900-1901, in the following torms : ^ The 
Patna and Din^ore Local Boards inaugurated a regular system for cleansing 
villages and rural towns, which mainly consisted of the removal of filth and rank 
vegetation, the filling up of ditches, and works of a liko nature. The example 
IB one which other Local Boards would do well to follow, not only as a remedy 
when plague or other epidemics are rife, but as a help against their occurrence.' 
The Government desired the other Local Boards of tho Provinco to follow tho 
•zample thus set to them. But I find from experience, gained as tho Chairman 
of the Patna Sadar Local Board, that the Sanitary Schemes cannot bo properly 
completed and carried out for want of funds. The villago population is ai 
much entitled to the help and sympathy of the Government ns the city popula- 
tion. If the District Boards, and the Local Boards that are under them, spent a 
fixed proportion of their revenues and if they received some substantial help from 
our bemgn Government, the fate of the village people wonld bo appreciably 
bettered and their beat interests considerably advanced. 

“ MiscdlaneouB , — I thank the Government for its allotment of Rs. 1,00,000 
to Puri, of Rs. 77,000 to Gaya and of Rs. 75,000 to Monghyr, for thoir water- 
works. In this connection, I cannot help reminding tho Governmont that sonxe- 
thing must bo done for the Patna Water-works. When His Excellency, Lord 
Elgin, visited Patna, His Excellency remarked that Water-works and Drainage 
were twin sisters, and that where Drainage had been already constructed, Water* 
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vorkt must be bad. If the pucka drainage had not been made, the kutcha draina 
would have absorbed all filthy matters ; but pucka drains cannot so absorb them 
and the result is bad smeU and the poisoning of the atmosphere ; and thus 
Water- works have become more urgent on account of the existence of the pucka 
drains. When I asked a question in the Bengal Council meeting of the 8tb 
February last on this subject, the Government was pleased to state 

‘ The ohsrgea for projeot* of local Water-supply should ordinarily he met from local 
reiources. The QoTernment cannot be expected to do more than make contribution from 
the general revenues to supplement looal subscription. 

‘ The most recent estimate for a scheme of Water-supply for the City of Patna, mud * 
in the year 1900 by the Sanitary Engineer, amounted to about 20 lakbs of rupees, and 
the annual maintenance charges were estimated at Bs. 40,000. It is out of the question 
that the Government shoald make a grant of the whole eost. Moreover, the Lieutenant- 
Governor is advised that the Municipality is not in a position to meet even the maintenance 
charges of such a scheme.’ 

“ I think the answer was given under a misapprehension, that Patna 
Water-works could not bo had for less than Rs. 20 lakhs ; but I have got a com- 
plete report on the subject jointly prepared by Mr. Ross, the then City Magis- 
trate, and Mr. Gumming, the then Chairman of the Patna Municipality. It 
shows that the Water-works can be had at a much lower cost than Rs. 20 lakhs; 
there are several estimates, rts., 20 lakhs, 15 lakhs, 13 lakhs, the lowest being 
Rs. 7,81,223. The question naturally arises, how can even this amount of 7 
lakhs be raised ? In answer to this, I humbly submit that in Bihar, rather 
in Patna Division, there are many wealthy and liberal Raj estates that could 
very easily subscribe at least one lakh each for the purpose of Water-works at 
Patna; but, except Darbhanga, all the big Raj estates, t.e., Bottiah, Hatwa and 
Duraraon, besides other big estates like Nurhan, &c., are under the Court of 
Wards. I think the Court of Wards can fairly sanction a donation of 
Rs. 1,00,000 from each of the three Raj estates, and one lakh from the other 
comparatively minor estates under the Court of Wards. The Maharaja Bahadur 
of Darbhanga, who gave Rs. 50,000 to the Patna Municipality some time 
before tho birth of the Maharaj Kumar, will, with his usual generosity, surely 
give us a large donation. We have already Rs. 1,00,000 at our disposal; 
tbo balance may easily be contributed by the Government. 

“It would appear from the above that the proposal for the Water-works at 
Patna is not quite unreasonable, and the question need not bo altogether 
brushed aside. Your Honour’s Government will always be gratefully remem- 
bered in connection with this boon, 

“ Your Honour’s Government has, I am glad to be able to say, done not a 
little for the sanitary improvements of the town of Patna, and I trust this will 
be the finishing touch. I hope the Hon’ble Mr. Greer, thf late Commis- 
sioner of Patna, who knows Patna and Patna Division ven^ well, will bear me 
out and support mo in this matter. The proposal for the Water-works at Patna 
may be considered selfish by some critics ; but it is not really so. Patna is the 
chief town of Bibu and is » seat of the Government. The Province and the 
Government ax© interested in its sanitary improvements, and I hope Your 
Honour’s Government will not fail to do as much as it is possible to do in this 
direction.” 

Tho Hon’ble Mahxiuj-Adhibaj Bxhaddr or -BmenwAM said :— ** Tour 
Honour— -Though, unfortunately, owing to partial failure of crops in certaiu 
districts of Bengal as well as to the heavy expenditures, the Budget before 
us is not one with a big surplus, yet my hon’ble colleague, the Financial 
Secretary, is to be congratulated for the excellent way in which he has framed 
his Budget and has distributed the amounts to the heads under which there 
are pressing needs. 

**I thank Your Honour for allotting a lac of rupees for honsing the 
Officials at Burdwan. Tbie has been a crying need, and I hope that, if a iuk h 
be found inanfficient. Tour Hononr’s Government will enhance the contribution, 
as pgipw residential quarter* for Government Officials are essentia] erery- 
whdra, espedally in places which are unfortunately not free from Malaria* 
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“Tjalking of Malaria, Sir, I would Lave liked much to hare exprewed my 
opinion on the present wants of sanitation in the villnges, not to spoak of the 
drinking* water probleni j hut. as the Songal Local Self-Government (Amendment] 
Bill is, 1 understand, now under the consideration of the Imperial Government, 
and as in it the necessary formations of Sanitary Boards have hm i. introduced, 
I refrain from remarking until the Bill comes up for discussion in this t’ouncil. 

"There is one point, Sir, on which I wish to draw your attention, and 
which has an immediate bearing on the famine problem in the country, namely, 
the question of projior preservation of pasture-lands in Bengal. 1 am not 
aware, Sir, if there is any special enactment to protect these very noeossarv 
lands from being maltreated ; but if there is no such protective measure it 
ought, in my humble opinion, to receive the attention of (jovernment. 
There are many zeminaara w ho take care of the pasture-lands and see that 
•nough grazings for cattle exist in their zemindaries, tiut there arc several, 
mostly petty zemindars, wlio show an extraordinary apathy towards this most 
iaiportant subject, 1 hope, Sir, that some necessary legislation towaids the 
protection of such pasturage will bo forthcoming before very long. 

" Under no Lieutenant-Governor has Bengal received such encouragement 
and hel|i in the way of hosjiitals, dispensaries and other medicdl and sanitury 
institutions as slie has been lucky enough to get during Your Hoimui's r/i/i'ms, 
and for which we, the inhabitants of and settlers in Bengal, cannot be 
sufficiently thankful to you, Sir. 

‘‘Tliougb no provision bus been made in this Budget for helping us to goon 
with our scheme of the Central Hospital at Burdwan, I trust the year will bo 
financially a good one, and that from the surplus Your Honour will be able to 
contribute something towards this mueb-neoded hospital by a supplementary 
grant. 

"1 wna much struck with the Zenana Private Patients’ Wards that were 
not so very long ago opened hv Her Excellency Lady Minio at the Lady 
Dulferin Hospital, and I bojie, Sir, that the people of this Province will ajipro- 
ciate the kind thought that prompled you and Lady Fraser to start those 
Cottage Wards for tlie women of this Province, and that a time will soon come 
when the Government will he hampered with requests to build more hiich 
Cottage Wards and which, 1 am sure, with private munificence and the usual 
liberality of (Jovernment, will, when the needed time comes, enable them to 
build more such useful wards for purdah ladies. 

‘‘ Encouraged by the kind interest that Your Honour takes in things medical, 
1 venture to lay before you a proposal which I hope. Sir, will receive the 
consideration that it may deserve at the liands of Your Honour’s Government. 
Sir, as you are well aware the only Saiiilarinm that oxiste at present for the 
exclusive use of the Natives of Bengal is the Lewis Jubilee Saiiituri urn up at 
Darjeeling. This institution has served the purpose for which it was started, 
and durii?g the Pu/a vacation and in the cold weather the place is often crowded 
with visitors and men in indifferent health who go up to the bills for a eliango. 

“ But, Sir, this institution is only resorted to by the well-to-do Bengalis 
and Indians. ’ The poor middle class is still without a home or sanitarium 
in Bengal, It is this class. Sir, that needs such an institution badly; 
it is this class, Sir, that wants a good sanitarium and a healthy place with 
family quarters, where the not-over-well-to-do middle class folk could go to 
with their sickly wives and children to get a change and to get rid of the many 
diseases that they are susceptible to, owing to want of proper clothing, food 
and sanitation. Tliis class is mostly made up of the clerical community who 
work as clerks in Government offices, railways, big mercantile firms and 
in the offices of private individuals, and among whom the majority cannot 
aspire to bo Burra Baboot; but who, nevertheless, in many cases are sons of 
respectable middle class men and who, though they have to borrow in secret, 
for the sake of living, would rather die than live to be humiliated by their 
secret woes being made public. The scheme, I admit, is a costly one, but it 
is worth considering. Just let ns for a moment imagine what a bles^g it 
would be if we were able to alleviate the mental and physical sufferings bf the 
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members of this well-deserving class by being able to give them a sanitarium 
1o go to, where at a moderate cost they could give themselves and their families 
the niiich needed change that they require. “ The institution, if founded, 
sliould be run on such lines so as to make it possible for such men to be able 
to just afford to go and stay in such a place. The scheme wants working out, 
and if Your Honour’s Government takes up the matter, I am ready to place my 
humble services at their disposal. Such an institution should be located in 
a place like the Pareshnath Hills, where 1 believe the zemindar of these hills 
intends leasing out lands for building sites, and, if this be so, the first help 
that the Government could give the sclieme would bo to procure a good large 
plot of land at a low rent and in a high and healthy locality for this pro- 
posed sanitarium. Failing this place, Ranchi or places like Siraultala, Madhupur 
on the East Indian Railway lino would, 1 should say, be equally suitable. 
This is a point which can only bo decided, of course, if the scheme is taken up. 
If the Government favours this scheme and promises to contribute, if not a 
rupee for every rupee raised by public subscription, even eight annas for every 
such public rupee, I am willing to put my shoulders to the scliomo, and, if the 
Government gives mo the above assuiance about its share of contribution, 
1 am ready to gontributo a lac of rupees, as my humble donation, towards this 
unstdfish scheme for a truly charitable object. 

Sir, your regime is drawing to a close and though I am glad to think, 
God willing, we shall have you to rule over hr for some months yet, yet this 
is the last Budget meeting that we shall have the pleasure of seeing you presid- 
ing over in this Council ; and as this is the only (q)portunity I could have had 
to publicly express the gratitude of my humble self and the community that 
1 belong to, I beg to say, Sir, that the kindness, the consideration and 
the sympathy that you have shown to us Noblemen of Bengal as a com- 
munity, not to speak of your great friendliness tcAvards us individually, is one 
that we can never forgot ; and 1 venture to assure Your Honour, on my own 
behalf as well as on behalf of many of my brother zemindars who have often 
spoken tome in most appreciative terms about Your Honour’s kindness and 
unfailing courtesy, that wo cannot be too grateful to you, Sir, and that we 
shall always look upon you as one who, as a ruler, tried to do what h(‘ thought 
best and kindest, and who, ns a man, was a true and genuine friend to thoie tiiat 
had the good fortune to gain his confidence and friendship.” 

The Hon'ble Rai Kisiioui LalGoswami, Bahadur, said:— Before I address 
myself to the salient features of the current year’s Financial Statcmient, I deem 
it my duty to make grateful ncknowh'dgments to Your Honour for having 
permitted some of the non-ofiicial Members to inforfiially discuss the draft 
Budget with the Secretaries in the various departmeiitR of Government, before 
it took the final shape in which it was subniittcal to the Government of India 
for sanction. Much larger facilities had been given to some of the non-official 
Members this year than in the year before, when Your Honour for the first 
time granted this privilege by way of experiment. Since the rules for the 
annual discussion of the Financial Statement restrict the riglit of the Members 
to merely expressing pious wishes, it is indeed gracious on Your Honour’s part 
to seek tiie informal co-operation of the non-official Members in the final pre- 
paration of the Budget. 1 flatter myself with the hope that Your Honour has 
no reasons to be disappointed at the result ; and tliat in future it will be an 
unwritten rule of this Council to ascertain and consider the views of all the 
non-official Members, when the Budget is in course of preparation. A 
Conference over the draft Budget is bound to be futile, so far as the non-official 
Members are concerned, unless advance copies of the draft budget are placed 
in the hands of the non-official members at least a couple of days before the 
meeting. 

The gradually waving closing balance since 19(13-04 has, in the financial 
year just expired, reached the point quite close to the o])ligatory minimum. 
While on the one hand, this has operated as a serious handicap against the 
framing of a prosperous Budget in the year which has just set in ; on the other 
hand the necessity to allot money for coping with the prevailing scarcity, 
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the Division of Orissa, tlio trat't which of all parte of Bengal succumbs easily 
to the inroad of Famine, coupled with the charge for Grain Compensation 
Allowance — and what is that hut famine relief expressed in less sensational 
vocabulary — has prevented the Hon'ble the Financial Secretary from n)aking 
more liberal provisions for many useful purposes and projects which are 
required for a progressive administration. It is a matter h)r congratulation 
that in spite of the heavy demands on the Imperial Excliequer owing to the 
widespread famine in tho United Provinces and in other tracts, tl^*^ Govern- 
ment of India have made special assignments of a net total of Us. 22,47,000. 

‘‘ The forcible appeal which Your Honour made at the last Budget Meeting 
of the imperial Council has, 1 liope, convinced the Government of India that the 
charges for Grain Compensation Allowance sluaild be regarded as pait of the 
famine charges, and as such sliould be provided out of the Imperial roviuuie. 
I take this opportunity of urging before Your Honour that tho l(»cal hoilies 
and the nuinici])ulities should bo relieved of the burden of contributing any 

I )ortion of the direct oxpenditun*, to comhat famine, which come under the 
lead of ‘ Famine Relief ’ ; as also tho indirect (*xp('iulitnr(* in the shajie of 
Grain Compensation Allowance. In tho revised Budget for local bodiei, 
for tho year 1907-08, tho expenditure for Famine Relief has been (‘stimated to 
be one lac and thirty-two thousand, and Rs. 24,000 has been put dow'n as 
the famin^'-relief expense for tho current year. The local bodies and tlie 
municipalities have been relieved of the payment of fees to Government for 
Bunking and Audit. This has doubtless increased to a slight extent their 
capacity to spend more largely on Sanitation. 

Fuller information required in the Financial Statement. — I thank tho Hon^ble 
the Financial Secretary for the lucid exposition of the budget which has 
helped us in a great men sure to thread the maze of figures, wdiich must bo an 
inseparable feature of all budgets. But still, a fuller and more sjieci/ic^ inform- 
ation is needed to explain for wliat specific purposes grants for (8vil 
Works in charge of the Civil Officers and of the Public Works Ih'jiartrnent 
and for tho larger items und(3r tlu3 several non-recurring charges, will be sj)eni. 
The present Financial J^tatement, like those that have preceded it, omits to 
furnish any clue by which the non-official Members and the outside public can 
find out, to what extent, allotments made for uscjful public purposes in a yonr 
have not been wliolly or partially utilized in the year; together with such 
explanations us would ixi deemed noeesHury, showing particularly how far tho 
unexecuted portion of the works is covered by re-grants in the succeeding 
year. 1 venture to think that Your Honour will be pltaised to consider tlie 
desirability of embodying this useful information in future Fnancinl Statements. 
Public Works should be fairly representative of the principal heads (d adminis- 
tration, such as Education, Police, Medical and of Law. Out of the 

expenditure of fifty lacs fifty-four thousand rupees for principal works lu 
progress, specially stated in the first part of the general review of tho Budget 
Estimate of tl.c year, the insignificant proportion of one lac and seventy 
thousand represents works on Educational buildings. 1 shall dwell on the 
expenditure on Education later on. A coiii]mratively large proportion of 
expenditure re])resent woiks for the more convenient aocomodatiou of police 
Force in Calcutta and Howrah. 

Jnvf\stmeni of the special grant of fifty lace for ike Calcutta Improvement 
Since 196;>-04, the year in which tho Government of India ma<le a 
special grant of fifty lacs of rupees for the Calcutta Improvement Scheme, 
which, a.s the Hon’ ble tho Financial Secretary said: ‘is of tho nature- of ji 
trust and cannot be utilized for any other purpose,’ this largo sum of money 
has been idly swelling the closing balances year after year. PYorn n‘plies 
evoked by the inij-atient queries in the Imperial (’ouncilVt its last Budget 
Meeting, it seems to me to be certain tliat quite two years more must (‘lapse 
before the scheme will be ripe for jiractical operation, (jr arrive at that Btag(^ 
when the actual expenditure of this money will r>e required. The public 
have grown weary of waiting, and I doubt not Your Honour will hear a good 
deal about it from my hon’ble friend. Babu Rudha Churn Bal, who has an 
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■which is keen in the non-permanently settled zone of this Province, I mean 
undoubted right to be heard on matters pertaining to Calcutta. 1 have been 
unable to guess why the practical advice of Mr. Bertram, as regards invest- 
nient of surplus monies at the credit of Government, has not been followed 
in the case of this special grant. In the present year of stress, the Hon’ble 
the Financial Secretary will, 1 trust, bo in a better mood to appreciate 
the wisdom of Mr. Bertram’s counsels, who, as an object-lesson of prudent 
thrift, pointed to the swelling lacs derived from the investment of the 
Victoria Memorial Fund. I commend this to Your Honour’s careful considera- 
tion. 

“ Etdte and Income-tax. — The receipt side of the budget anticipates the 
normal growth of revenue under all heads, the prevailing scarcity notwith- 
standing. The progessive increases under Excise and Income-tax, specially in 
a year when we are under dark shadows of famine, are not complacently viewed 
by the public. Times out of number the progressive growths of these heads 
have been explained, and at times explained away. If the amount of Excise 
revenue is a true index of the degree (»f intemperance which prevails in a 
Province, then comparing our Excise revenue with that of Madras and Bombay 
as also of other Provinces, Bengal cannot certainly be found guilty of excessive 
insobriety. I venture to hope that the administration of the Excise Depart- 
ment will not lead to an adverse verdict. 

“ Receipts under Registration. — I am afraid, Sir, the Ilon’blo the Financial 
Secretary has been too sanguine as regards roceipls under ‘Registration,’ 
for ho calculates a nominal increase over an abnormally high figure of the 
revised estimate which, as explained by him, was due to larger number of 
registrations on account of high price of food-arains. Coming to the expendi- 
ture side of the budget, I find that the Registration Department, after paying its 
expenses, earns a substantial profit. I, thoreforo, welcome the additional expen- 
diture to strengthen the clerical staff of the Registration offices, which will 
ensure expedition in the works of that Department. 

“ Large expenditure on the Re-organization of Police. — Sir, I regret I cannot 
view, with unalloyed satisfaction, the large expenditure on the re-organization 
of the Police Department. It is simply natural that Your Honour, who 
presided over the Police Commission, should set about enthusiastically on 
the reformation of Police. The Government of India has made very 
liberal assignments for this purpose. The people are most anxious to see 
the I'olico reformed. The expenditure on this Department has been rising 
by leap ' and bounds since 1902-03, but 1 regret to say that the improve- 
meni in the morale or in the dexterity in the detection of crime has not kept 
pace with the growth of expenditure. The Superintending and the Inspecting 
staff have been largely re-inforced, and so far the improvement has been quanti- 
tative ; and I wish I could say that the improvement had been to an equal extent 
qualitative as well. To my humble apprehension, the real reform of the Police 
can bo brought within the range of possibility, by the judicious operation of the 
scheme announced by the Hon’ble the Home Member of the Government of India 
of entirely separating the Judicial and Executive functions in the two Bengals. 
The fulfilment of a long-cherished and much-debated ideal, though tardy, will 
be welcomed most warnffy. The bare outline of the scheme has been placed 
before the public, and I do not feel justified to take up the time of this Council 
at present by attempting a criticism on the details of the scheme. 

Education. — Cmparism with Madras and Bombay . — The next question to 
which I wish to invite Your Honour’s attention is, the inadequate provision 
made for the advancement of Education. After the powerful appeal made on 
behalf of Education by the representative of the Calcutta University, 1 do not 
feel called upon to dwell at length on that subject. I shall, however, address a 
few observations o* Secondary and Primary Education. On the occasion 
of previous Budget debates, the expenditure on Education, in all its branches m 
European counties, had been exhibited to show in what backward condition our 
system of Education and Educational Institutions stand. To which the 
invariable reply has been that the disparity of conditions, financial and 
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otherwise, fails to furnish common basis for cDirparison. I shall steor clear of 
tho furcoiit logic and try to stimulate a healthy emulation, by comparing 
the state of Education in this Province with that of Bombay and 
Madras, Of Bombay and Madras, the latest official reports on Education 
1 could get hold of were those of 1905-00. Of Bengal, 1 quote the figures from 
the latest Quinquennial Keview of the Prognss of Education, 1900-07. Tiiero 
is considerable difference in tho population of tho three Provinces. Speaking 
in round figures, the population of Bombay is 18 J millions; that of Madras is 
38J millions, and that of Bengal is 50| millions, according to tlie Census of 
1901. Bearing in mind this nuirked difference of population, 1 shall exhort 
Your Honour to consider the following tabular statements. A glance at 
thej^c statements will show that Bengal stands at the bottom of the scale at a 
considerable distance from Bombay and Madras, and 1 may add from some 
other Provinces as well : — 


Primart Schools. 


-- ' ' 


- 

-- 

- - ^ — 




1 

1 



Total ExpiNUiTUMi raoM— 


Province and year 

Numbrr of fcholari. 
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1 
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1 Male ... 
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1 
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90,125 
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Bcbool. ! S2.»2,733 
j 2,BO,7«,S 

3,03,9.33 

80 079 

8,82,611 

1,71,786 

Xladrai. | 

, Male ... 

Female.. 

6.1)6.216 

1,16.468 

Hoys' 

Girla' 

„ j 11.3I.8B3 

1 

! 1,67,482 

4,96,818 

1.62,692 

6,04,790 

13,406 

J9O6 07 ... | 

Male ... 

Female .. 

9.64,027 

73,860 

Bo) a' 

Girls’ 

! 8,92,190 

.. j 1.7B.683 

8.36,640 

1.29,616 

18.48,114 

21,966 
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i 
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j Ka. 

Bombay, 1906-06 ... | 

Male ... 

Female... 

60,789 

6,(728 

1 

1 6,03,279 

i 

1 

4.61,486 , 

1 

1 10,23,928 

Madras, ,, ... | 

Male ... 
Female... j 

91,706 

26,016 

1 • 

( 

1 6,20,106 

6,68,362 

1 

13,76,719 

Banpal, 1906-07 ... | 

: Male ... 1 

! 

j Female... | 

1,60,276 

6.683 

■ 

1 

1 

j 8,43.069 

I 

1 

7,46,445 

17.61,298 


I think I can profitably quote one passage from tho famous Uesolution of 
1904 of the Government of India, in which the Educational Policy ir\ India lias 
been fully discussed. 

* On the general view of the question, the Government of India cannot avoid tho con- 
clusion that Primary Education has hitherto received inBuflicient attention and an inadcquale 
share of public funds. They ooiiBider that it possesfees a strong claim uj)oii tho syinpafliy, 
both of the Supreme Government and of the I^cal (Joveruments, and %h'uuld 4/’ madt a leading 
charge upon Prarincioi llerenues/ 

“The italics are mine. Sir, I shall ask you to consider how far Your 
Honour’s Government has succeeded in making the expenditure on Primary 
Education ‘a leading charge’ upon the IToviiicial Revenue ; and it the provisioia 
for Secondary Education has been at ail adequate. In spite of the stress and 
strain caused by the inroads of famine and plague on Madras and Bombay, tho 
public expenditure on Education in those Provinces has been on much moro 
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liberal scale than what has been provided for Secondary and Primary Education 
in Bengal, which is comparatively free from the ravages of famine and 
plague. 

In the special statement of additional recurring charges under Education, 
it is to be regretfully noted that out of an additional recurring expenditure of 
tvm lacs and thirty-one thousand rupees, one lac and thirty-seven thousand 
is provided for increasing the inspecting staflf and rupees fifty-five thousand 
for travelling allowance of additional officers, by whom I believe the members 
of the inspecting staff are referred to ; and only rupees twenty-five thousand 
has been provided for strengthening the Government Colleges. No provision 
has been made for training up a better class of teachers for the schools, 
and surely enough better teachers are wanted before inspection. 

“ 1 regret to find that the last year’s grant for construction of Guru-train- 
ing schools had not been utilized. There has been a pronounced tendency to 
strengthen the Inspecting Agency for Primary Schools, which, I have no 
doubt, will serve a useful purpose ; but before that, and I should say in the 
very forefront, the pro{)er training of gurus and teachers and the multipli- 
cation of schools should find place. Sir, tliere is not much indication visible 
of the development of the commercial and industrial sides of the Primary 
Schools, for all that the bulk of the people must rest content with is, that kind 
of education which will help them to provide themselves with practical liveli- 
hood. What is wanted for the vast rural areas and rural population are rural 
schools, imparling education which will make them thriving agriculturists 
and artizans. 

“ I am not unmindful of the fact that the Government of India is seriously 
considering the laudable but ambitious scheme of making Primary Education 
free. If the financial possibility of such a scheme is cstablislu^d, it will augur 
the brightest prospect for India. Sir, the Maharaja of iiaroda has already 
shown the way. At the Industrial Conference at Calcutta in 1905 he said, with 
legitimate pride and satisfaction : ‘ The measure (free and compulsory educa- 

tion) was being worked with satisfactory results in one part of the State for a 
number of years. Emboldened by the success of this experiment, I have 
decided to make Primary Education compulsory througliout the State and 
absolutely free.’ 

‘‘Technical Education moves forward wearily slow. For the last two years 
and-a*half , we have been hearing of the Central Weaving School in Serampore, 
to which the smaller scliools iu different parts of the Province will be co-ordi- 
nated. Beyond the acquisition of land for the purpose of the Central School^ 
nothing more has been Uono. ddie provision of lis. f‘i5.000 for Technical Educa- 
tion by which, 1 presume, the recurring exjx^nses of the Weaving School is to 
be met, is being repeated year after year to no purpose. In response to the newly • 
awakened interest in industrialism amongst the people of Bengal, this Province 
should liave been studded with industrial schools to educate skilled labour for 
all our industries. As it has been decided to remove the Engineering College 
from Sibpur to Kanclii, it is absolutely necessary that a Technological Institute 
should be established in or near Calcutta, for teaching such subjects as dyeing, 
designing and calico-printing, which may be regarded as necessary auxiliaries 
to weaving and which should be taught in the Central Weaving School 
of Serampore; and tanning, glass-blowing, ordinary and artistic carpentry, 
smithery, pottery, brass and bell-metal manufacture and bamboo- weaving. 

“Sir, the Hou’ble the Financial Secretary has said that an aggregate pro- 
vision of more than six lacs have been made for Technical Education, in all its 
branches. I wish he had vouchsafed further information to explain what kind 
of Technical Education is to be furthered with this money, and whether it is 
a new item of expenditure or the annual normal expenditure. 

“ Agriculture , — The main industry of this country, and particularly in Bengal, 
is Agriculture. Out of a population of about 50f- millions of souls in Bengal, 
the rural population amounts to quite 47 j millions. In recent years, both the 
Government of India and the Provincial Government liave commenced to make 
strenuous efiforts for the promotion of Agriculture, by the establishment of a 
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CoUoge in Pum for the study of the science of agriculture, and for researches 
and experiments on scieniilic lines. A immlx)r of experimental and demoa- 
stration farms have Ix^en established, one of which is, I bohevo, financed by my 
hon’blc friend, the Maharaj Adhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan. 

**Tliis year's budget provides for the building and equipments of an 
Agricultural College at Saboiir. The Agricultural Department of the 
Engineering College of Sibpur will be merged in the new College. A new 
department devoted to Agriculture has been opened. Most laudable efforts 
are being made to encourage the opening of Co-operative Credit Societies which, 
according to tlie latest reports, are growing financially as well as numerically. 
And, lastly, six Tnivelling Inspectors have Iveen appointed for the six divisions. 
All these show useful activities for the advancement of agriculture. But has 
practical fruits l>een achieved? Is not the agency for the diifusion of expert 
information, amongst the agricultural class, hopelessly insuflicient and defective ? 
1 shall remind Your Honour of the well-known aphorism as to the excellence of 
statesmanship which can make two blades of grass grow where one grow before. 
If the improvement in the old traditional method of husbandry can bring about 
a larger outturn oi food-grains, which would represent even an average increase 
of grains of the value of four annas per acre of land actually cropped an 
immense credit of reserve will be built against all scarcities, and it will 
constitute the best Famine Insuraime Fund. In Bengal, the number of acres 
under food-grains, in 1005-0G, was dG,r)22,400 acres. At the rate of four annas 
per acre, the figure works up to quite 90 lacs of rupees. 'Bo what an enormous 
extent will this improve tlie resisting power of the rural population in times of 
scarcity ? Sir, lie will be the greatest benefactor of this country who will liolp 
to place the husbandry of this country on a footing of equality with the 
agricultural countries of Europe. 

Travelling Agricultural Inniructore, — Sir, the Pusa Agricultural College are 
issuing Scientific Tracts and Journals, and the Agricultural Depariment are 
issuing agricultural blue books and vernacular leaflets. But how cun the 
valuable information contained tben in bo accossiblo to the mass of agricul- 
turists? Most of tliem are illiterate and reside far out in the Mufassal, 
where even the vernacular leaflets never reach. Besides, it is absolutely 
necessary that the practical way of carrying out the instructions and 
suggestions, contained in the reports and leaflets, should be shown to the 
agriculturist. 1 am loath to believe that it is seriously contemplated that six 
Inspectors, located in the six divisions of this Province, will do this. At least a 
reasonable start can be made by employing in each district a Travelling 
Instructor, wlio should have a deuionst ration farm of 20 to JO biglias in some 
central part of the district. He should go about from village to village. 
Agricultural Societies should be formed, composing of men of the stamp of 
the members of Union Committees and Panchayets, wlio may conduct tiieir 
business in their own vernacular, and tlio Travelling ln8])ector might bo the 
President of these rural societies. The members of these societies, as also 
other intelligent agriculturists, might be asked to see the operations of the 
demonstration farm of the district. Those Associations may b(» federated in 
District Agricultural Associations, and District Associations fedf^rated in Divi- 
sional Agricultural Associations, I think 1 am not too nanguine in thinking 
that it is quite possible to find out 34 trained men — men who have passed out 
of the Agricultural Departmen*: of the Engineering College or out of Agri- 
cultural Schools in other places, who could be located in each of our 34 districts, 

I believe the pay of the Travelling Inspector will not exceed Rs. 100 a month. 
The expenditure of Rs. 3,400 a month for Travelling inswetors, for all the 
districts, will be money most usefully employed — a hundredfold more useful 
than frittering away money over Agricultural Associations, such as we have 
at present ; which, without meaning the slightest disrespect, are more ornamental 
than useful. These Travelling Inspectors, 1 am sure, Sir, will prove very 
valuable levers of agricultural progress. 

“ In this connection, I shall even, at the risk of being prolix, draw Your 
Honour’s attention to a portion of the report of the Recess Committee, on a 
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department of Agriculture and Industries for Ireland in 1896. On pa^e 74 of 
th(' printed report, the Commissioners say: ‘ We may here explain a feature of 
it (Educational system) which has a more direct reference to the promotion of 
apriciilture than it has to education and which, as shown by the evidence, has 
been found one of the most effective means of improving the methods of the 
Agricultural class on the ('ontmont. We refer to the system of Travelling 
Instructors which Ireland hersedf was one of the first counties to adopt.’ And 
again: ‘ The functions of these experts would be (a) to conduct conferences 
and courses of lectures for the farming classes in their district; {b) to act as con- 
sulting advisers to the farmers of their district in the direct management of their 
holdings; (c) to superintend and assist in the agricultural course at the Primary 
Schools and (^/) to direct the cultivation of Example Plots.’ Each Travelling 
instructor should be allotted a district, the size of which ‘ would be determined 
after experhmee by tlie now department.’ These are conclusions arrived 
at after the most careful inquiry, and which in their practical application have 
achicvc^d wonderful results in Ireland. 1 earnestly beseech Your Honour to 
conduct the operations of the Agricultural I)ej)artment in channels, which will 
be of immediate sound results and which will help the agriculturists to grow 
two blades of corn where one or none grew before. 

‘‘ The State aid to agriculture should be on a greatly more liberal scale 
than what tluj budget under discussion discloses. Advancement of agriculture 
will do more for this country tlian all other economic schemes of amelioration 
])ut together. One mon^ word on this subject and I am done. In my humble 
opinion, the Head of the Agiicultural Departnumt ought to bo a permanent 
oHicial, with expert knowledge of the highest kind, and at the same time possess- 
ing the talent for organization, 

^‘Inspector 0 / iSrptic Tanh in Factories.— I fmii Rs. 31,000 is allotted for 
Ins|)(‘Clor ot I actorioh. I am not quite sure what is the exact naturcMif his 
iunclion. All tiiut 1 can say, and I feel I have a right to say as one wdiose 
residence is in close quarters of factories, is that it is absolutely necessary that 
a special expt‘rt in the pructhail working of septic tanks should be appointed 
to inspi'ct the septic tanks attached to the many factories on either side of 
the river, hetweerj Hudge-lUidge and Chinsura on the one side and Garden 
Iteach and Naihati on the other. Septic tanks are liable to get out of order 
when the eflluents, wdiich jiass into tlio water, are not far removed from 
decomposed human excreta. The strictest watch should be kept over the 
septic tanks for tlie safety, health and comfort of the vast po])ulation that 
inhabit the riparian municipalities. 

‘^ Grants for Water-supply in Bengal and Madras compared .— the Hon’ble 
the Financial Secretary lias said tliat ‘ we have provided liberal grauts-in-aid 
towards local drainage and water-supply.’ I am m.ost deeply interested in 
one of the several filtered-water schemes referred to by the Hoii’ble the 
Fiiiuneiul Sec'-retary when he presented the Budget before the Council, and I 
am deeply gratolul to \ouy Honour’s Government for the hope of liberal help 
which has been held out. ‘ Lil>eral ’ is a term which, like many other things, 
admits ot degrees of comparison. Again, Sir, 1 shall ask your attention to 
viduit is now being doiu* in Madras — the so-called benighted Presidency. In the 
Mareli luimber of the Indian ruhlic Healthy on page 3l;>, the Editor says 
as follows : — 

‘ The Govorament of Madras has decided to make a free grant of rupees three and-a- 
half lacs tov^ards the cost of (he Coimbatore Water-supply Scheme, and have offered the 
Municipality a sum of two laos on the special condition of repayment in thirty years, with 
interest at 4 per cent, per awunn. The scheme is estimated to cost, roughly, rupees five and- 
a-half lacs.’ 

“ Again, tho February number of the same journal informs us that, in view 
of the inability of the Municipality of Berhampore in the Madras Presidency 
to meet tho entire cost of ’Water-w’orks, which has been estimated to cost 
Rs, 3,03,9'-J0, the Madras Govemment will be prepared to make a free grant 
from Provincial Fund towards the cost of the scheme not exceeding 
Rs, 1,52,000, and will bo prepared to apply to the Government of India for 
sanction for lending the balance of Rs. 1,51,920 to the Municipal Council 
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from the Provincial Loan and Advance Account, on tlio pppcial condition of 
repayment in thirty years with intoroBt at 4 cnii, per annum. I ehall 
earnestly ask Your Honour to graduate the liberality of grants for Water-supply 
scheme on the Madras scale. 

Special grant for Sanitaiim in Urban Areas and Water^upply in the Iliparian 
Municipalities, — We are grateful to the Government of India Jor providing a 
recurrent grant of four and-a-half lacs of rurx'es a year to Bengal, for to 
use the words of the Hon’ble the Finance Member of India: ‘expenditure 
on the improvement of the public health, with special reference to the 
prevention of plague and the sanitary imjmoveinent of the sani ary condition 
of urban areas.’ 1 shall respectfully ask Your Honour to consider if, wuth 
the aid of the special grant, it would not he possihle to linaiicc the compre- 
hensive scheme^ prepared some years ago, for the supply cf Ultered water to 
all the riparian Municipalities, containing a large niiiiiber of factories and 
septic tanks. If the cost of the initial outlay for the pumps, engines, filters 
and main pipes are borne by Government, I venture to think that the 
Municipalities acting in co-operation will, by the imposition of a reasonable 
Water-tax, be able to pay for the cost of maintenance of the main Water-works ; 
as also pay the cost of distribution pipes witliin tiieir respective areas. Sir, 
if a lax on Jute, which will largely bo dciivod from the many jute factories, 
whose exiFtcnco within these rij)arian ]\lunicipali»ics is a soutco of diNComfort 
to ai d a menace to the health of the permammt citizens residing in tlnun, 
is going to 1)0 utilized for the improvement of Calcutta, 1 confidently hope 
timt Y'our Honour will regard it as a reasonable claim of these niunicipnlilics 
to look for a large share of the sjx?cial grant to onahle them to supply filtered 
W'ater to the residents, inc hiding tlie numerous woikers in the factoim's within 
tlieir respi'ctive jurisdiction, 1 trust this question will recei/e Your Honour's 
syinjiathctic consideration, 

Landlords\fc(‘s.---i^[r, the next question I respectfully eravi^ Your Honour’s 
attention to is the difliculties which the landlords labour under in withdrawdug 
the large accumulation of landlords’ fees now lying in di'posit in tliovernment 
Treasury. 1 had been in communication on this subject with Mr. Slscke, 
whose genial presence* \vi) so much miss to-day and who, 1 hope, will come back 
to this Council with renewed health. Jt is in contemplation that in each 
district lists of the unclaim(*d dopodts lying severally to thci credit of ttie 
landlords should bo prepared, and copies of which should be nvailaldo to the 
persons interested. As the time within whicli the deposits could be withdrawn 
is limited bylaw, I would respectfully ask Y(mr Honour to pass necessary 
orders which will facilitate tlie withdrawal of the hitherto unclaimed deposits 
by the landlords. 

“ Public Works Cess,-^\n conclusion, allow mo to assure you that the wlmle 
Province must be grateful to Your Honour for representing to the Govern - 
meat of India to set right the obvious injustice of ajiplyim? the J’ublic Works 
Cess to other than local purposes. It would be some satisfaction to the land- 
loids and tenants if the contribution levied from them, in tbo sliapo of 
Ce.s8f>s, should bo devoted to purposes in which they are immediately interostod. 
It will afford great consolation to the largo body of Zumindars, who are not 
yet reconciled to tlie ingenious theory whicli seeks to make out that the imf)o- 
sition of the Cesses does not militate against the basal principles of the 
Perman(‘nt Settifement. 1 trust that in the next year the localization of the 
Public Works Cess will be an accomplished fact.” 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Hutuerland said:— “ It lias been the fashion in thia 
Council, w hen we have a Prosperity Budget and a fat surplus, to congratulate 
the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary thereon. I have oiton wondered — how- 
ever desimble such a tmrplus — if tnis state of things is a truer indication of 
prosperous development in a Province, than a Budget with a lean surplus like 
that wliich we have before us to-day. 

“ So long as our revenues are maintained I hold we may congratulate the 
Goveniment and ourselves on the heavy expenditure entailed by a policy of 
progress and development, such as the last few years have shown. Of course, 
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we ehall evor ask for more ; it is only human but so long as economy must for 
a time be tlie order of the day it is perhaps idle to make appeals for further 
expenditure. 

I take it in a liudget debate it is the duty of each non-official Member, 
according to his lights to suggest in what directions it may seem to him 
(‘(lonomies miglit be effected, and where money in the future could be well 
and profitably expended. 

“ Now, it is obviously easier and more pleasing for Ilon’blo Members to 
trot out their pet schemes for improvements, than to show where money can 
bo saved ; but I propose to refer, in passing, to one or two irems of possible 
economy. 

“ In tlie first place, I would mention the proposed Agricultural College at 
Sabaur, and in tliis matter 1 should perhaps make some personal explanation. 
We often hear ciiticisms of such and such a project, from persons having no 
sym|)athy with the particular r)bject in view. In conjunction with others, I 
was instruinentul in starting tla^ farm for agricultural improvements at Dulsing 
Serai, in Jhhar, soni(‘ nine yeiiisago. The late Sir John Woodburn and Sir 
Edward Law came to seethe work we had inaugurated, under the able guidance 
of Mr. Bernard Coventry; and partly, ijerhaps, as a result of their visit, 
Hcheines W(‘re matured wdiich finally develojual into the great Institute at 
Ihisa. Be tliis as it may, the site (‘lio-seu tor the Institute was a tew miles 
away from our farm, and Mr. Bernar 1 Coventry became its first Director. 

‘^1 am cl()S('lv c(»nnect<‘d with agricultural undertakings, and have lor 
years lak - 11 a (l(‘ep interest in what sclimee is doing to improve agricultural 
iiu'thods in India. I shall, ther<‘l‘urc‘, 1 Impia not be misumierstood wlnm 1 ven- 
ture to (•juestif>n whether tiu' <*X]»(3ndit ure, and r(‘cu]‘r:iig expenditure too, which 
the piv'posoi ^’olleje at Sahaur will entail, slaadd Ix' embarked on at once V 

‘‘At one time, 1 helii've, Dohra Dun was thought to lie a suitable site for 
tho Agiicultiiral Institute for all India ; but wiser counsels prevailed and l‘usa 
was selected, I'orlunately for Ihnigal. 

At Ihisa, tin' (Livernment Sideiitisls are in thehofirt of a liiglily cultivat- 
ed district, with m) intidhgent and go adiead a body of men as the present 
lUhar Idanters, scattered for mil(‘s around. In fact, the best jinssible medium, 
HI the shape' of tho Ifianters, is to hand for the jirojier disscanination of 
schmtific knowledge in a practical form to the raiyats, who after all, 1 venture* 
to think, are the only people to whom it is w’oith leaching improved methods of 
agriculture. 

“ I doubt if at this stpge a college to teaeh educated Jndians the science 
of flgii(‘ulturo is roallv veiy practical, unless it is certain that the students 
will bo drawn solidy fiom the zimindar class ; and even so, my cxi>crience, 
as far as it gca s, is that the educated Indian in Bengal is often less 
iiitensted in scientific agriculture than the European in India, 

“ With all deference, tlierefore, I cannot help thinking, Sir, that it is 
possible we arc going or trying to go, just a little too fast. 

“ In view of the personal explanation whieli I have made, Ilio])e that I shall 
not be misunderstood wlien 1 say, that although in theory the Sabaur project 
may be attractive, no luum would be (lon(‘ by allowing it to remain in abey- 
ance for the jirescnt. We hav() already this splendid Institute at Pusa, with 
its unirpio advantages of p osition and with its large stall of scientific experts: 
and might wo not wait a little and w'atcli the results of its operation before 
embarking on this other Rchome y 

“ I should like to say, with regard to the remarks which fell from the 
Hon’blo Babu Gajadhar I’rasad, 1 certainly hope the Government have no 
intentions of creating an Industrial Gullege in Bihar. In my humble opinion, 
tho College at liauehi should be ample to meet tho present wants of the 
IVovince. 

“ There is.another direction in which I think some money might well be 
saved or, rather, made for a particular object. I refer to the grant of 
Kb. 60,00,000 for the Calcutta Improvement Scheme. We may apparently 
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now rejoice that, like her other coy and backward siater the, Sara Brid^?o, the 
Calcutta Improvement Scheme in at last to see the light of day. I also ask, 
as the Hon'ble Mr. Larmour and others have done before me, wliy the 50 lakhs 
which is ear-muiked for a specific purpose should not bear interest in the 
meantime ? 

Surely, it should be a simple matter to place this money on fixed deposit 
with a Bunk i I am (juite aware tliat Government balunees in tiie ordinary 
course cannot bo so treated, but as 1 said this money is ear-marked and a thing 
apart from the ordinary balances of Government. 

‘‘ Your Honour is so fully alive to the pressing need of oneiiii^g up this 
vast and congested city, that it would be a mere waste of valuable time to dwell 
on this asj)oct of the suijject j but I hope I shall be pardoned if I again draw 
attention to a matter I raised in this Council Chamber seven years ago, whi(d» 
is closely allied to any Calcutta Improvement Scheme. 1 then suid : — 

‘ Tlio expausioii of this city on sanitary linoi is one of the problems which must hi> 
faced iooiier or later, and, in my opinion, it is our buBiuess to look ahead and grapple with 
the prohbnii sooner ratlipr than later. Calcutta at piopent is like a poison with only ohm 
lung, namely, the nmidati, and we shall, 1 think, he conducing to her welfare and longovity 
if we providt' her in ueeordanco with Nature's precedent with a second lung, in the shupo of 
a maldau towards iollygunj. This can t<»-day be done comparatively cheaply by noijuiring 
the luuil, whii'h is at j>re8i‘ut available ; whilt', if we delay, the natural e\]>anmnn t)f the 
town may encroach on this free spam* to such an extent that tlie iuecosiful ('xccution of such 
a scheme would entail an enormously greater financial outlav.' 

“To this my friend Mr. Baker, the tlum Financial Secretnry to the 
Goverimu'nt of Bengal, rcjdicd that he entirely ngnuMi with mo, the moio 
so as if my schtiim were taken up at onco it would be C()m])araf ivol v in 
t'xponsive, and for that miaoii In* hinilingly refcrrtd me to the Cojj>oratit*n 
as the proper Ixidy to do it 

‘‘Now, Sir, 1 Ik.IiI t<»duy, as I hidd sivcn years ago. that (Jalcutta, a 
tlie cajiital (d tiie Indian Kmpiie, has a claim for hclj) not only from Bio 
Jh‘Ovima‘ but from India as a whole ; and ii'de(‘(l tins is now jidmiticd. if 
lamditions, such as prevail in Fiigland, ('xisted In^rt* some wt^althy citiztni 
might come foiward and give tln^ city a paik on its soullunn hide (llm 
direction in which t lie t<)wn is inevitably extending); but wr, Kuropeatis in India 
both ohicial tind non-oflicial, cannot alas, be described as w(‘altliy, and fail- 
ing Bomo Indian nobhnnan or gmitlemaii wishing to phnu; the Cit\' of J^alaceH 
under an evcilasting delit ol gratitude and thereby ptnyudiuiting Ins memory 
for all time, w<‘ peiforei' look to Government, in the interests of posterity, to 
jirovide the Becoiid (iry of the British Fmpiie with a stjcond lung, en' it is^oo 
late. riie urgency lor action, btbue the opp >rtunity Hips by, is my only 
excuse foi' re-inteiating this ufipeal. ^ ^ 

“ My predecessor, Mr. Bei tram, a*,ked for incTcased and better meaiift of 
commuiiicatioii in the ahape of roads in tin* mufassal. I should like to endorse 
what he said. Sometiino. wm n on a lung d;\k ujecuuntry I wish that Beiie^al 
enjoyed tlie splendid roads of Cevion. 

‘•No doubt in Lower Bengal, suitable road material is a difliculty and tlm 
•wheels of the laillock cart ar* destructive ; Imt it «( ems to me a roiiroach to 
the ccunlrymeii of General Wade and the late Mr. Macadam that after ail 
the.se yeais our existing roads for the most part are so iiidiflereiit, while more 
new feeder roads to fiosh lines of railway are not made. 

‘4 began by saying I thouglit we should congratulate the Governmenf 
on its expenditure of late years, 

*4 remember, Sir, in the days of u fulling rupee, how little it was then 
po.s8lble for Govt^rnment to do? From somcj r.f the criticisms that have fallen 
from Ilon’ble Members and from what one occasionally reads in a section of 
the Press, one would almost suppose that the Government of Ihiiigal was haidly 
capable of any good action for the public welfare. By all means criticise 
but let us iion-ofHcials be fair. What are the facts ? ’ 

‘‘Large sums of money have in the last few years been spent on public 
works of great usefulness, more especially on the hospitals of Calcutta, which 
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are a living testimony to the benevolent rule we enjoy. Agriculture, improve- 
ments of waterways and fisheries of this Province have not been neglected ; 
while grants have been given to help menials and men on low salaries, to cope 
with tlio present high prices of food-stuffs. But, beyond all this, lib^^ral grants 
litive been made for education, sanitary improvements and for the Police 

Now with regard to the Police, 1 should like to emphatically disassociate 
myself from the comments one hoars in some quarters where we are told that 
a great deal too much money is being expended on the Police. 1 do not 
imagine the Police in India are perfect. AVho does? But every thoughtful 
man, if he is acquainted wdth existing conditions in the mufassal, must know 
that the police force and the village chaukidars are almost the only machinery 
we have as a medium between the Government and the people. Surely it is 
of paramount importance to do v/liat may be possible to improve that machi- 
nery. 1 do not suggest that an increase of a few rupees pay will necessarily 
make a dishonest man lionest ; but a great and much needed reform has begun, 
and I say we have no right to cry out because it costs money. 

In conclusion, Sir, while the financial horizon may be dimmed by a 
passii^g cloud, 1 desire to oCf{3r my congra ulations to Your Honour’s Govem% 
inent on the immense progress and development of this rich Province during 
the past few years.” 

The Ilou’ble Baud Kali Pada Ghosh said Sir, — On the occasion, of last 
year 8 Budg^jt debate, wo invited Your Honour’s attention to the desirability of 
making the l^inancial Statement more lucid and comprehensible tlnn it has 
hitherto boon, so that its j)erusal may enable an ordinary reader to find out 
how lar tlie pnqects of reform, provided in the preceditig year’s budget, have 
been carried out ; and, if for any euuvse their progress has been arrested, the 
cause w’liich led to sucli arrest, and also juch other details as will make the 
position of the Governimoit intelligible \o the })ublio. Your Honour was also 
pleased to observe tliat, in regard to future budgets, it would be a very good 
thing if the Head of each of tlie principal Di'pavtraents would draw up, in 
time for the budget discussion, a brief statement showing its actual expenditure 
and the work that it has done during the past year and also what he proposes 
to do during iho coming year. But wo are disappointed to find, that the 
Financial ytatomont placed before us follows, like its predecessors, the same 
mystic outline in mattois of detail, and one will in vain tax one’s brain to find 
out from it whether all or any of the works, sliown in the last year’s statement 
as ‘ Civil Works in eluirgo of Public Works l)epartmeut’ or ‘Civil Works in 
charge of Civil Ofiieeis’, have been carrie*! out or even taken up. For 
instance, Ks. 75,000 was allotted in the budget of 1906-1907 for drainage in 
Puri Municipality, and a similar sum was provided in last year’s budget 
and in the present budget ; also Ivs. 1,00,000 has been provided for sanitary 
improvement and water-supply in Puri Municipality. There is nothing in tlie 
budget to indicate wlu'dhor the same provision is being carried over from year 
to year or the present year’s allotment is a supplementary grant. May we 
hope that tlie Ilon'ble the Financial Secretary or the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment concerned will favour us with a statement showing how far the worka, 
provided in the Inst year’s budget, have hevn carried out and, if any of them 
liave been abandonea, the cause which led to such abandonment. 

“ Looking into the detailed remarks on the current year’s budget, we find, 
that the receipts under the heads ‘Stamps’, ‘Excise’, ‘Assessed Taxes’ and 
‘ Registration ’ show a steady increase, and that the actuals of the first ten or 
(deven months of last year have larg. ly exceeded those of the corresponding 
period of the preceding year. If tliis had been due purely to what is called 
‘ Normal Expansion ’ or ‘ I’rogressive Increase ’, it would certainly be regarded 
as a matter for congratulation, as the increase of revenue means ordinarily 
the increase of prosperity in the country. But, when wo bear in mind that the 
cause of this increase is attributable to abnormal circumstances, such os the 
increase of registration fees being due to the increased number of registrations 
on account of high price of fooa-grains, we are ted to associate such increase 
with dismal surroundings. 
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“ Bzctse , — As regards Excise, we are assured that the Government depre- 
cates an expansion of the Revenue, which is the direct result of increased 
consumption, and that the Excise policy of the Gcivernment has never been 
influenced by Kevenuo considerations. We are thankful to the Government for 
advocating such a noble and humane policy. But, at the same time, wu And 
that year after year the Excise revenue is increasing by leaps and bounds, and 
we are told that such inert ase is manifesting itself in spite of all checks that the 
Government is putting on the growth of drunkenness in the country. The 
inference wo are invited to draw js, that it is due to a sudden influx of wealth 
among the low class people addicted to drink. But, when wo find that the 
outstills, at least a largo number of them, are oven in the present day located 
on tempting sites, and that in spite of our having cried hoarse over the question 
of their removal from such sites, the Gr»vornnient did not think it projwr to do 
so, we become rather sceptical in our belief as to how far the Government 
policy, based on non-revenue considerations, has hitherto been given effrct to. 
The history of past years shows a lamentable disregard of tlie avowed policy 
of the Govormnent. But we must gratefully ac knowledge the attempts recently 
made in the direction of abolishing the outstills and extending the Distillery 
System in uci‘ordanco with the recoiiimciidalion of the Excise Committee. 
But, if the carrying out of the reform recommended by the Excise Committee 
takes time, which it is bound to take, the Government, to bo consistent with 
its policy, should take steps for the removal of the outstills from their existing 
sites which are admittedly objectionable. 

‘‘ Last year, 1 drew the attention of the Government to tlie evils arising 
from excessive growth of drunkentiess in Cliofa Nagpur, and I am tliankful 
that, in tli(‘ district of ^laiibhum, the Distillery System has already been intro- 
duced, and that in other districts in tho Division, the same system, as I am fold, 
will be gradually introduced ; but may I ask whether, pending final abolition, 
any of the outstills in the Division have been removed from their present objec- 
tionable sites? To offer temptations to the low class jieople to drink, by 
placing the lirjuor-shops on the roads and jdaces frequented by them, is a policy 
which caiiiKit bo too strongly dr] recated, and tho sooner this blot in tho Excise 
Administration of the iTovince is removed, the better. 

Dearness of Food- grains. ---On the expenditure side of tho budget, the 
first and fort most item that calls for attention is the provision made for com- 
pensation for dearness of food-gniinB. Last year wdien wo discussed tho 
budget, we consoled oui selves with the hojKJ that with a favourable 
rnoiisoou and favourable harvest tlie strain, caused by doarness of food- 
grains. will disappear in the near future. We find, however, that our 
expectations liav<*. not only been not realised, but that we are in a worse 
situation than before. Jt would hardly servo any useful purpose to trace 
the causes which have brought about liiis chronic dearness of food grains, 
but it may not be out of place to mention here that tho extensive en- 
croachment which jute cultivation is making on paddy-lands, even in such 
districts where it was formerly either unknown (»r at any rate very rare, 
is affecting in some measure the out-turn of paddy. Moreover, the 
steeping of jute-plants, in tanks ond other water-reservoirs, is also 
increasing the insanitary condition of the locality. 1'his evil is increasing, 
and, unless some remedy is devised to remove or at least to lessen it, the 
paddy-lands of some of the imjportant districts in We^t Bengal will in no 
distant date be converted into lands for jute crops and malaria; and other 
diseases, which are already rampant in rural areas, will make greater havoc. 
The question is deserving of attention at the hands of the Government, and 
the District Othcers should be impressed with its seriousness so that they may, 
in consultation with the local bodies, try to devise means to check this 
growing evil. 

We are immensely thankful to Your Honour’s Government for the 
provision made in the budget for Grain Compensation Allowance to all meniala 
and ministerial officers, drawing pay of Ks. 30 and less per mcmem. In the 
present situation, no money can be spent on a more useful object, and it is 
gratifying to find tiiat the noble example initiated by the Government baa been 
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followed in many other oflBcea and departments, which we not under 
the Government. But we had expected that the relief in this direction would 
reach this year to a larger number of officers and that the standard would be 
raised from Rs. 30 to Rs. 60, if possible. We are rather disappointed to 
find that the provision made this year, m., Rs. 8,50,000, is lower than in 
the preceding year which was Rs. 9,50,000. The high prices of grains, which 
have been prevailing for some years past, have more seriously affected the 
position of the middle class people of the country, who are dependent on 
small fixed salaries, than even the poorer classes, who have no social position 
to maintain ; and the Government will be entitled to the unspeakable blessings 
of our countrymen, if it can alleviate to some extent the distress of those 
Bhadraloge of the country, whose birth and social position make it impossible 
for them to seek public charity. In making this prayer, we are thoroughly 
alive to the responsibility which we cast upon the Government; but we may be 
permitted to mention that the country can very well afford to put up with 
the curtailment of the too liberal provision which has been made under other 
heads, such as Police, and even under such heads as inspection charges on 
Education ; and the scheme for housing of Officials and purchase of Duffys 
College for the Calcutta Police, which is estimated at two lacs, can very well 
be deferred, as they are not of such an urgent character as affording relief 
to the poor officers of the Government, who find it really difficult to have two 
meals a day. We earnestly pray that Your Honour may be pleased to take 
our prayer into due consideration. 

‘‘ Scheme for Improvement of Salaries of Ministerial Officers . — This question, of 
affording relief to the low salaried ministerial officers, makes us inquisitive 
about the fate of the scheme known as * Improvement of Salaries of Ministerial 
Officers,^ which has been in contemplation for some years past and for which 
the provision made in the budget is being carried over from year to year. On 
several occasions, questions wore asked in the Council as to when the scheme 
would bo finally given effect to, and the reply we have invariably received is, 
that the scheme is under consideration. If the relief which the scheme 
proposes to afford to these poorly paid officers had reached them in this time 
. of wmine and scarcity, it would have been greatly appreciated and gratefully 
acknowledged. May we ask when this long-deferred scheme will be 
carried out ? 

Sanitation , — The ill-fated question of Sanitation in rural areas has scarcely 
made any appreciable advance in spite of our repeated appeals to the Government 
on this subject. The reply we have hitherto received is, that the Government is 
prepared to help the people if the people will help themselves. We are bound to 
say that such a reply is not commensurate with the heavy responsibility which 
lies on the Government on a question of life and death. Certainly the people 
should CO operate with the Government, otherwise no permanent good can 
result; but it is for the Government to lead the way and to initiate a 
definite and workable scheme. We were told last year, that the Govern- 
ment may be able to conduct here and there experiments, on approved 
lines, as an inducement to the people to take the matter up for them- 
selves. May we know how many experiments were made in rural areas 
during the year which has just closed ? In view of the supreme importance 
of the matter, the duty of the Government should go further than merely 
making a fixed contribution to the District Board and telling the people 
to seek their remdy from that body. We may be permitted to suggest 
that a grant out of the Provincial Fund should be ear-marked for this purpose ; 
the District Officers should be asked to take the matter up in right earnest, 
and if necessary to form a Special Committee consisting of local men to appeal 
to the public for subscriptions ; and, if the people find that the District Officer 
is taking a keen interest in the matter, they will readily join hands with him 
to carry out the reform, and the scheme is bound to be fruitful of results. It 
is feaim that, in many parts of the country, to suggest that jangle should be cut 
down round the villagers’ houses, would cause a rising of the population. But 
wo ne^ have no fears on this point, as the cutting down of jungles or trees 
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to which the villugers attach value is not absolutely required for sanitary im- 
provement ; but what is really needed is, the clearing of rank vegetation and 
reclaiming of silted-up tanks, and we feel assured that tbe villagers will too 
readily assent to such acts. 

While we are earnestly appealing for sanitary improvements in rural 
areas, it is rather unfortunate to find that the grant for sanitary improvements 
made by the Supremo Government is reserved only for urban areas with special 
reference to the prevention of plague. But malaria and cholera are decimating 
the rural population of Bengal, and it is to be regretted that no special pro- 
vision has been made for their prevention. ‘ The nation dwells in the cottage, ’ 
said John Bright, and the millions of Bengal live in their villages and their 
sanitation is a matter of the first importance and ought to receive prior con- 
sideration. Further, the urban areas can help themselves far more than the 
rural tracts, 

“ Coming to Education, we find that an expenditure of more 

than 50 lacs out of the Provincial Funds has been budgetted under this head. 
We are further told that numerous schemes for reform and improvement, that 
have been undertaken or are in contemplation, will call for an increasing ex- 
penditure, and that, out of the amount provided in the budget, Technical Educa- 
tion in all its branches will receive a liberal share— more than six lacs. We 
are immensely grateful to the Government for this increased appreciation of our 
educational needs. But we notice that the cost on Direction and Inspection is 
put down at more than 10 lacs, just one-third of the whole provision made 
under the head ‘ Education This seems to be quite out of proportion, and 
what I urged in this connection last year I feel bound to repeat this year. 
We admit that the grants made by the Government for Educational purposes 
have increased and that it is necessary that there should be an adequate 
directing and inspecting staff, but if a considerable portion of the provision is 
swallowed up by the inspecting stafif, more important objects necessarily 
suffer. 

^4t is nn undisputablo fact that the efficiency of the Professorial Staff in our 
Government Colleges has been gradually deteriorating. We cannot reckon now- 
a-days, in that staff, any such name as may be compared with the distinguished 
names of Cowell and Lobb, Sutcliff and Woodrow, Croft and Tawney, Elliot 
and Booth. The cause of this deterioration is not far to seek. The prospects 
of the Professorial Staff are not inviting enough to attract distinguished gradu- 
ates from England. Cannot the cost on Inspection and Direction be curtailed 
to some extent to raise the efficiency of the Professorial Staff which is most 
essential for the sound education of our youths? No expense will be grudged 
by the country in securing an efficient staff of Professors, whether European or 
Indian. The prospect of Indian Educational Officers is so limited that it does 
not induce the best graduates of our country to enter this department. We 
have in the present day only three Educationists in the superior grade, what is 
called the Indian Educational Service, and the rest, including a Chemist of Euro- 
peanreputation like Doctor P. C. Roy, are relegated to the IVovincial Service, 
with little prospect of promotion to the Superior grade. The posts of the Ins- 
pectors of Schools were hitherto given to several Indian Ofilcers, but recently 
these Officers have all been made Additional Inspectors, and the Inspectorsldps 
are evidently reserved for Officers in the Indian Service. In answer to 
my question put in the Council on this subject, the Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild has 
been pleased to say, that it is not the intention of the Government to reserve 
these appointments exclusively for Europeans ; but, it remains to be seen, how 
many of our countrymen «ill be considered eligible for these appointments. 

“An examination of the detailed statement on Education, as given in page 
20, Appendix B of the Financial Statement, shows that a sum of Rs. 115,000 has 
been provided as a lump provision for 'i’echnical Education, and we do not find 
any other provision in that Appendix which has a direct bearing on Technical 
Education. Wo shall be thankful to the Hon’ble Secretary, in charge of Educa- 
tion, if be will enlighten us on what other heads the provision of more than six 
lacs on Technical Education fias been distributed. 
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On Female Education, an expenditure of nearly Rs. 3,70,000 has been 
provided and out of this grant Rs. 54,000 has been allotted to Kurseong Female 
Achool, although Bethune College comes in for a share of Rs. 24,000 only. 
May we know the object for which this large grant has been made to the 
Kurseong School ? 

Police . — A very large provision has been made under the head Police, and 
the present year’s figure stands at Rs, 77,63,000, which is 26 lacs more than 
what it was four jears ago. This increased provision is, wo understand, 
needed to carry out the re-organized scheme recommended by the Police 
Commission. But, when wo find that the expenditure on Police has been 
larger than on any other branch of the administration, Education included, 
and that even in a famine year such liberal provision has been made under 
this head, necessarily at tlie expense of other objects of State support, we 
stoop to inquire how far the results hitherto achieved by the re-organization 
scheme have justified this enormously large expenditure ? Where acknowledg- 
ments are due, we make them ungrudgingly and sometimes too profusely. 

We find that the re-organization scheme has, to some extent, raised the 
status of the Police service and partially removed the odium which is attached 
to it. Now-a-duys, wo find in the grade of Sub-Inspectors several undergniduates 
and even some graduati-s, sons of respectable men who would not have thought 
of entering the service in former days ; and, in the grade of Inspectors, some 
very good and worthy Otticers, wlm would do credit to any other service. 
It is also gratifying to find that the re-organization scheme has attracted 
to this service some highly cultured young men of our country, scions of 
noble famili(38, as Deputy Superintendents. We do not at the present day 
come across sucli types of Sul)-lnsp('ctors, whoso ponies used to be fed on 
butter and clieeso and wlio, in the touring season of the District Officer, 
used to ransack the distri(;t of its inilcliing cows, fowls and eggs. But this 
improvonu'nt, achieved at su<di heavy cost, counts for nothing in tlm face of 
the corruption and oppression that still characterize the rank and file of 
the service. When we still find many a Sub-Inspector, on a j)ay of Rs. 50 
or i\8. 60, living in a style wliich a Deputy Magistrate cannot aflord to keep 
up, and w'hoso advent in a village for tiie purpose of an ii»quity upsets the 
wiiolo population, and when wo remember the treatment of our people by the 
Police oti occasions when jxdicemen are in evidemee ,and recently in connectio, 
with the Calcutta Police riots, we cannot say that our country’s monty 
which is being so lavishly spemt on the improvement of this service, is all 
usefully spent. It may be said that real improvement is not the question 
of a day and that we should wait to sec the result in times to come, May 
we live to see the day when such results may be achieved ? 

“ In passing, let me call attention to the sum of Rs. 1,40,000 budgetted in 
1908-00 for the Criminal Investigation Department. Before the re-organiz- 
alion scheme, there was no provision made under this head and sin^mlarly 
onougli the charges are increasing year by year. In 1906-07, it was Rs 74,000, 
in 1907-08 it was Rs. 1,15,000 and in 1908-09 it is Rs. 1,40,000. May we 
inquire what useful work is being done by this Department, so as to 
justify this heavy and annually increasing expenditure ? 

“ 1 may be permitted to take tliis opportunity to thank the Government for 
the great experiment of the separation of Judicial from Executive Functions in 
the administration of criminal justice. Your Honour has been invited to frame 
a sclieme upon the outlines sketched out by tlio Hon’ble the Home Member. 
All Bengal w ill be looking forward with eager expectancy to the scheme which 
Your Honour’s Government may formulate and upon which the future of this 
groat experiment will largely depend. Public opinion has unequivocally ex- 
pressed itstdf as to the lines which it should follow. The Judicial Magistrate 
should be placed entirely under the control of the High Court. It is not enough 
that the High Court should be freely consulted. Further, it is necessary that the 
cases instituted by the District Officers empowered as District Magistrates for 
the performance of the preventive functions of Chapter VIII to Chapter XII of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure should be tried not by thorn bat by Judicial 
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Officers oyer whom they have no control. the initiation remain in their 
hands, but the Judicial Magistrates should be invested with the power of 
ultimate disposal. 

‘‘In conclusion, I beg to offer our congratulations to the llon’ble the 
Financial Secretary for having made provisions, even in a Famine budget, for 
several useful projects of reform which, we trust, will be carried out during 
the year.’’ 

The Hon’ble Babu JoohNDRA Chandra Ghose said:— “It has been of 
late usual to congratulate the Financial Secretary on Prosperity Budgets. 
It is, however, not very difficult to make a good show when there are 
large surpluses. But when the Financial Secretary is able to frame a 
workable budget, with large expenditure on account of famine crit^pling 
the resources of the Government, he cei*tainly de8or\'C8 congratulations. I’he 
present budget is also an improvement on previous budgets in several 
particulars, which 1 shall describe later on. 

“ Before going into the discussion of the budget, I feel I shall be wanting 
in my duty if I do not express the gratitude of the Members of the 
Council for the opportunity allowed to them to consider the budget 
in two meetings before it was finally framed. If we had not our 
way in most things, it must also be said that the interests of tlje bodies 
we rcpre8(‘rit are conflicting and it is not easy to upset the arrange- 
ments of the departments of tlie Government, wliich are too strong even 
for Mr. Jforley. On reading through the proceedings of the (x)uncil of 
some of Your Honour’s predecessors, 1 found that the Members were 
often stopj)ed in the course of their speeches on the budget, if they wandered 
into any discussion of general policj^ or adrnini4rative measures. Your 
Honour has repeatedly told us that once in the year, on the cKX^asion of tho 
Budget discussion, Members were at liberty to discuss (juestions of general 
policy and administrative measures. We have not got the rights of Members 
of Parliament to move any resolutions during f lie Budget discussion, affecting 
Government measures. But tlie right of eriticism is also valuable, Tiiis 
right Your Hotionr lias always allowed u« in the fullest minsure, and tho 
country ought to be thankful to you for it I am ub’aid all the coming 
political privileges of Local Councils, bc)ond the increase of their size, will not 
lake 118 further than tl»i« light of discussion of the budget, tho right of fiee 
criticism and the riglit of interpellation. Indeed, we have been told that the 
rules would in the future be made by th(! Government of India, bv wiiich tlie 
M( mbers should be required to observe ilie rules of relevancy and stick to tlie 
figures of tho budget. We may thus go back and lose our right to criticise 
tlie general policy of Government on this one occasion, because there will be 
a larger number of men who cannot bo relied on to speak to the point. I 
trust Your Honour will, so fur as this Council is concerned, kindly sufeguard the 
rights now possopsed by the Members. 

“ Now I shall proceed to the discussion of the Budget proper. The present 
budget is distinguished by the many works of great public utility for which 
it lias made provision. The Water-works of Puri, Monghyr. Gaya, Seramp^re 
and Kurseong, when completed, will bj perinaneiit mementos of the beneficence 
of Your Honour's adminisiraTion. 1 believe the arrangements for Water-works 
at Hooghly and Jossore are also nearing completion. J must als<i say here that 
I agree with the Hon’ble Member from Bihar in strongly urging upon Your 
Honour the desirability of having Water-works at Bankiporo. 

“I must also congratulate the Government for the grants for the drainage 
and sanitary imprevements of Berhampore, Patna and Darjeeling ; and for 
the grants for the clearance of silt in the Midnapur Canal, raising the 
Pattamundi Canal flood-bank, the Dhappu-Bamanghatta Cana! and the 
Madaripore Bhil Channel, 'i'hose are substantial works of great utility for 
which we must be thankful. 

“ In the present budget there is, for the first time, a statement of receipts 
and expenditure of District Boards and District Committees. It is an 
improvement and will be very useful in anticipation of the changes proposed 
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by Your Honour, by which the District Boards should have the proceeds of 
the Road and Public Works Cesses exclusively for the purposes for which they 
were originally imposed. I do hope Your Honour will be able to carry out 
the change, which will place the country under a great obligation to you. 

‘‘ Another matter ought to be mentioned here. Your Honour’s Government 
has repeatedly announced that in the Sibpur College, instruction in mechanical, 
electrical and mining engineering, as well as industrial chemistry, would 
be taught to a standard equal to tlie standard of the Technological Colleges 
of Europe. The grant in the present budget is only Rs. 35,000, which is 
the annual recurring grant by the Government of India, and which must go 
to the Serampore Weaving School, which we are surprised to find has not made 
much progress yet. There are also some grants for apparatus in the Sibpur 
College. The grants are quite insufficient for the purpose. I have, however, 
been told that, though the classes have been sanctioned, they will be opened 
next year. Mr. Heaton very kindly took me over last week to the Sibpur 
College, and I found that arrangeuients for starting the graduate classes in 
mechanical, electrical and mining engineering are very nearly complete, and 
those for the industrial chemistry classes were being completed when they were 
stopped. 1 tlius find no reason why these classes will not be opened by 
Your Honour this year. The technological graduate classes of Sibpur and 
the weaving school at Serampore will, 1 think, be the greatest works of 
beneficence of the Government, next to the establishment of the Arts Colleges. 
1 must also thank Your Honour for the groat Agricultural College at Sabour, 
which will shortly he started and for which large grants have been made iu 
tiiis budget. The Hou’blo Mr. Sutherland suggested that the College might 
roiuain in abeyance. 1 am afraid he is nut aware that the Agricultural Classes 
at Sibpur have been closed, because the College at Sabour is going to be 
openod. Wo are also grateful for the serious effort that is being made for 
the improvement of the Fisheries of the country, though it is too early to judge 
of the wisdom of the measures proposed to be taken, 

I have now to go to the disagreeable work of finding fault. We, Indian 
Members, often use strong language. Our words are so little heeded that the 
temptation to use strong words often becomes very great. Again, the condition 
of the people of the country is so miserable that, though I for one know that 
most of the Englisli Administrators do their very best to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the people, 1 cannot shut my eyes to the fact that it is possible to 
make the country move very much faster than it has been doing. For our 
present stagnation, the Government is responsible. If the people of this 
countrv are not progressing, as the people of Japan and of the European 
countries, because of the inadequacy of the measures for their improvement 
undertaken by the Government, it must be said to have signally failed in its 
duty towards the people, whoso welfare has been entrusted to it by Providence. 
The present Budget will amply prove my statement. 

** Let us take Education first. The Financial Secretary has very kindly 
this year acceded to my request of allowing the provisions for Primary and 
Feinul(3 Education separately. When I asked for the statement I never thought 
it would show such startling results as disclosed in it. There are some Govern- 
ment primary schools which cost Ks. *31,500 and model viuktabs Rs. 3,420. 
The rest of the primary schools arc only helped by grants-in-aid. The sum 
of Rs. 1,80,708 is allotted for the maintenance ot primary schools for the 
benefit of 50 millions of people. There may be something like two lakhs 
more spent for the same purpose by the District Boards according to my 
information, though tho statement does not show it. I must say 1 could not 
believe my eyes when I saw the figures. Under Female Education, I find 
tiiat for Muhammadan female education the sum of Eg. 1,200 is allotted, 
and grants-in-aid for the other schools amount to Rs. 1,96,000, a very large 
proportion of which goes to Brahmo and Christian schools To this may be 
added the cost of one or two colleges and high schools for non-hindu and 
nou muhammadan classes. To be told that the people do not show any 
eagerness to be taught and that the difficulties of starting a larger number of 
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primary schools for boys and girls are insurmountable, only proTea that no 
serious attempt is being made to educate the people to any appreciable extonjt, 
much less to the extent to which it has been done during the last 30 yearn in 
Japan, which was before that time a barbarous country compared with Bengal. 
The last quinquennial report mentions it, as a very satisfactory fact, that in 
five years there has been an increase in the number of the pupils of th© primary 
schools by 1,35,118. The fact only shows how the 50 millions of people, 
under the charge of the Government, are practically untouched. 

‘‘ I find, again, that out of the total Provincial expenditure on Education of 
50 lakhs, 7J lakhs is for direction and inspection. In 1902-03, for the whole of 
undivided Bengal, the entire expenditure under those heads was Ks. 3,28,000. 
The area of our Provinces has been reduced by a third and the expenaiture 
has more than doubled. For Primary Education, again, out of a total expen- 
diture of 9 lakhs, Its. 2,01,800 are for inspection, Rs. 4,38,000 for training 
schools for teachers; and the expenditure on primary schools is only 
Rs. 2,19,‘208, excluding scholarships of the amount of Rs. 17,200. There is no 
reason to suppose that tliis proportion of 25 per cent, of the entire expendituiw, 
which is now spent on the schools properly so called, can be raised within any 
appreciable time. I have repeatedly complained against it, but to no purpose. 
I'he fact remains that the people must go without education for one generation 
at least. 

There has been an extraordinary increase of expenditure on Colleges, 
which is out of all proportion t(» the moans at our disposal and which will be 
greater every year. This is partly owing to schemes for new Colleges, but 
mainly owing to the new Universities Act; which was not wanted by the 
people and the unpopularity of which, the Ilon’blo Member for the Univer- 
sity has just now told us, is admitted, and which was conclusively shown by the 
establishment of the eo-called National University and the national sohooli 
and by the small number of graduates who took part in th© last election of 
Fellows, and which has according to many competent criticii in no way improved 
education in this country, is a matter which is considered by many exponents 
of Indian public opinion as money not very well 8[)ont. But probably we do 
not quite understand our own interests. But even the money so spent is not 
much and more ought to be spent. But the education of the masses is abso- 
lutely neglected. The (iovernment of India once gave us 10 lakhs for Primary 
Education, and we have been told that we would soon get free and universal 
education. What wc hove actually got is Us. 2,19,208 ! 

The budget does not disclose t]»at the Government is doing anything 
towards prevention of Malaria, Cholera and other diseases, which have made 
life miserable in the interior of the districts. I have already mentioned 
the great and beneficial work done for some of the important towns, by sup* 
plying them with water-works. But what has been done for the rural popula- 
tion ? I asked for some grants for the supply of good drinking-water, but coul i 
not get them. From the statement supplied to me by the Government, it appears 
that about Rh. 97,000 wore spent in the districts of Nadia, Marshiaabad, 
Jeasore and Khulna during the last five years, or about Rs. 4,500 every year 
in each of these large districts. We may take it practically that nothing has 
been spent on that head. As regards prevention of Malaria, no steps have yet 
been taken. For the last four years, the drainage of the Jessore district is 
under consideration. Once Rs. 75,000 was budgetted for it. It was taken out 
last year and does not appear this year. 

“I’he project of the Ship Canal in 24-PargaDa8, so strongly pressed upon 
the Government by the Chambers of Commerce, is still in an embryonic 
condition. The departments take an unconscionably long time to com® to a 
decision. Our river systems are deteriorating, and our Engineers tell us in 
despair nothing can be done. In other countries, Engineers would never have 
•aid that. 

“ The establishment of the Public Works Department, I complained last 
year, oost us Rs. 8,75,000 for a total expenditure of 65 laklis and odd, though 
most of the work is done by Contractors. The expenditure, on CKitablishiuent, 
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has this year been raised to 10 lakhs. The department may be entitled 
to this extraordinary expenditure on themselves. I would not grudge them 
even more, but let us have proper schemes for improving the sanitation of the 
districts, and those in shorter times ; and once the schemes are ready, let 
them be carried out, so that we may not have to show, as I did last year, that 
expenditure sanctioned has been year after year sanctioned without being 
actually incurred* 

‘‘Excepting the Madaripur Bhil Route, I find all such items have this year 
been omitted. But that does not show that the works have been done; for, at 
least, in the Presidency Division, practically nothing has been done. I'hat the 
people in the Mufassal are distressed and dying in hundreds of thousands, on 
account of malaria and other ^diseases, is admitted. In this state of things, it is 
necessary that we should see what we spend on medical aid to them I find that 
Rs. 76,000 is budgetted for mufassal hospitals and dispensaries, and another sum 
of Rs. 1,45,500 for grants to mufassal hospitals and dispensaries. Under the 
heading of ‘grants to mufassal hospitals and dispensaries,’ the actuals for 1906- 
1907 were Ks. 1,62,678. The revised estimate last year was Ks. 1,94,000, 
though the sanctioned amount was Rs. 1,25,200. This year, the amount 
budgetted is Rs. 1,45,000, and the note on the remarks column is ‘ increase for 
larger grants.* But, increase or no increase, the amount is miserably low for 
the work for which it is intended. 

“ I know that there is no medical help available in the Sunderbans and 
people die by thousands during the cholera season. There have been proposals 
for establishing one or two charitable dispensaries, but there is no money for 
them. 

“ Out of pity to us, the Government of India has made a grant this year 
of a sum of 4^ lakhs of rupees for Sanitation, which has not yet been distribut- 
ed. I trust some provision should be made out of this for the supply of 
drinking-water to the Mufassal, for the establisliment of a larger number 
of charitable dispensaries and for the carrying out of a sy.^teinatic scheme for 
the eradicating of malaria from this country. If the malaria continues, the 
people are sure to deteriorate and ultimately die out; as did some ancient 
peoples, as history tells us. No expenditure is too great for preventing this 
result. Indeed, all works requiring expenditure should give way to this primary 
need of preservation of the people. 

“ I must very sincerely thuTik the Government for the grant of Rs. 8,60,000, 
as compensation on account of the extraordinary rise in tlie price of food-stuffs. 
We have been oonfronti^d with an economic problem of a very st’rious charac- 
ter. Acute Councillors have traced it to coining more rupees than necessary 
and have supposed that it would hamper exports, Indian Publicists, on the 
contrary, say it is owing to large exports. Overcoining, if it alTccted prices, 
would affect prices generally and not of food-stuffs alone; nor is it true that 
exports have been less. But it is also not true that exports have been larger 
than in previous years, as has been shown by t‘ie Government in reply to 
questions put in this Council. These are therefore fanciful reasons, though 
good according to text-books. It is a well-known principle of political economy 
that there is a rise in wages and of the price of all manufactured articles, when 
tliero is a rise in the price of food-stuffs ; but, in India, on account of foreign 
competition, the price of manufactured articles cannot rise on that ground, 
and corresponding proportionately higherer wages are impossible. There is thus 
a disturbance of normal conditions, intensified by the keener rivaley^ between 
India and other foreign countries, in recent years This will continue until 
India can hold her own against foreign competition. However that maybe, 
we do expect that our financial and economic exnerts will soon find out the 
true cause and its remedy. Till that is done, the non-cultivating classes will 
greatly suffer. It seems to me that the high prices have come to stay. The 
high prices of jute, produced on a bigha of land, cannot but make the cultivator 
either give up the cultivation of paddy or demand a proportionately high 
price for the paddy produced on an equal quantity of land. The cultivators, 
who are the majority of the population, have profited by the high prices of 
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the produce of their fields. But the large non-cultivating population are 
suffering greatly. The grain compensations, which I hope will be continaed 
as Itng as the high prices continue, may afford some relief to the poorly-paid 
Gbfemment employes. 

“But for the other workmen and labourers, there is no hope unless there 
is a rise in wages, 'riiat can only be obtained when there are more industries 
and more factories, and more demand for labour. To the small landlords, the 
Government may give some relief by affording facilities for enhancement of 
rent on account of rise in prices; and 1 hope the Government will bo pleased 
to do that if it finds that the high prices continue for good. But that is a 
small matter. The groat problem before the Government of this country is, 
how to develop its industries. The land is not sufficient to support the popula- 
tion and my poor countrymen go to America and South Africa for higher 
wages, and are there accorded the treatment of Kaffirs and Hottentots and 
turned out as undesirable aliens. I'here was a time when this country was rich 
in industries. Machinery, large capital, and the encouragement by all means, 
fair and foul, by foreign countries of their own industries, have destroyed our 
industries. It is the bounden duty of the Government to take every possible 
measure by which industries may bo revived, factories established and higher 
wages received by labourers, and employment provided for the middle class — 
hhadra-logne class. It is very good to encourage and to give relief to the 
lower classes and Muhammadans by giving them omployrnontK — even high 
employments; for it must be said they are the people. But any deterioration of 
the races of Aryan origin in India is a matter of serious concern, for what is 
India without them ? 'i’hen, again, the Census figures prove that the Hindu 
population of these Provinces (lower classes and higher classes) Jire not 
increasing in the same proportion as the Muhammadans. Is this owing to the 
fact that among Hindus the proportion of the non-cultivating classes is larger 
than among ^luhammadans ? Tliese are high problems with which we are not 
at present concerned, but to them no responsible Government should shut 
its eyes. 

“ The immediate question is the development of industries which will, of 
some extent, alleviate the present distress. Much, very much can be done. 
Have not strong and wise Adiuinistrators converted Germany and Japan from 
purely agricultural countries to great manufacturing countries ? Our Govern- 
ment is doing practically nothing. Most of its requisites are purchanod from 
foreign countries. The budget shows that stationery purchased in the country 
is worth Rs. 37,000, and stationery obtained from foreign countries is worth 
Rs. 6,68,000. "I’he Government can very easily get its stationery made in 
this country. Many private societies and firms will, I am sure, undertake the 
work if the Government helps. 

“ Now, I would draw your attention to the large amount of fines realised as 
shown in the budget. Uf this, a large amount is for fines for illicit manufac- 
ture of salt. I would request that the amount bo separately shown in the 
budget. The reduction of the salt duties has been a boon. But it is not much 
appreciated by the poor people. The one great grievance which the people, 
in the neighbourhood of the sea-coasts of Bengal and Orissa, have against the 
Gov ernmenlf is the oppressive enforcement of the Salt Laws and the fines and 
harassments in consequence. The reduction of the salt duties gives them no 
relief. These people would very much like to pay an additional Cess, if they 
are allowed to manufacture salt for their own consumption from the water at 
their doors. 1 wish the Government could devise some means to alleviate the 
hardships arising out of the Salt Acts, though the Acts are Acts of the 
Government of India, 

“We miss in the budget a detailed account 6f tlie expenditure on Famine 
Relief which, on the face of it, does not seem to be mucb| and a statement 
showing that the measures taken for the purpose, in Orissa and the parts of 
Bengal affected by famine and dislros.*', are aderjuate. Basing the budget on 
the model of old budgets and omitting detailed accounts under heading, only 
this year cannot be commended. 
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Your Honour, I am aware that the means at jour disposal are quite 
insufficient for the needs of the country. The questioA of questions is how to 
find means, without oppressing the people? A tax on Jute will, I believe, not 
be oppressive. We have got the monopoly of jute and we may easily take a 
little more price from foreign manufacturers, who cannot do without jute. The 
proceeds of this tax may be divided, half for Education and half for {Sanitation. 
But, these are questions to be solved with much greater thought than can be 
given on this occasion. 

What we are directly concerned with in this connection is, retrenchment. 
Retrenchment, in every direction, is indispensable if we wish any good work 
to be done. The charges of administration, General and under Land-revenue, 
I find are Rs. 56,61,000; while our income is 5 crores. The actuals for 
1805-06, for undivided Bengal, were 60 lakhs on the same head. By the Parti- 
tion, the expenditure should have certainly been reduced by more than 
lakhs. But any way, the charges of administration, which do not include 
expenditure on police and justice, stamps, excise, etc., are excessive. But how 
to reduce them ? The Statutory Civil Service was established to reduce the 
cost of administration. But it has been abolished for reasons wliich I have not 
yet been able to understand. And we have furtlior got Compensation Allowances 
to high-paid officers. Our administration expenses are every day increasing. 

‘‘ The expenditure for J^olice, for undivided Bengal, in 1905-06, was 68 
lakhs and odd. This year, we are budgetting Rs. 77,63,000 for divided Bengal. 
Why should there be this extraordinary increase in Police expenditure? Has 
there been an increase of crimes in peaceful Bengal? No. Certainly there have 
been rows by bo}8 and boyish men, who 1 am sorry to find are taken seriouslv 
by the Government and by the newspapers, which flourish by sensational news 
and which find it very hard to make two ends meet in peaceful and uneventful 
Bengal. But this will very soon pass away, leaving Bengal the most peaceful 
and crimeless country in the world. Why this great burden, which crij)ples 
the resources of the Government, to undeitake works of beneficence ? Not- 
withstanding the encomiums bestowed on the police, the people are, it must be 
said, not in much love with the police, even the improved police, and if they 
saw less of policemen than at present they would bless the Government. The 
necessity of suppressing a Hindu-Mussulman riot once in 10 years, or 
dispersing a Bandt Mataram procession, is no ground for increasing the 
expenditure on the Police. 

‘‘Now, Your Honour, I shall goto certain little matters. We are Provincial 
Members, and we have to deal with details and to consider even little things. 
We have a personal and direct interest in all work in our Province and shall 
be thankful even if we get a thousand rupees for a tank. I object to the 
grant of Rs. 7,000 for an additional Assistant Secretary, Legislative Depart- 
ment. We have done tolerably well without one so long and the Legislative 
work has certainly not become heavier. Then 1 object to the increase of the 
remuneration of the Government Solicitor and the Public Prosecutor 
Rs. 41,000. This IS inexplicable to me. Ihcn [ object to the new grant of 
Rs. 5,000 for the cost of typing of Sessions Court records, not only for the use of 
Magistrates but also of Government Pleaders. I object to Rs. 1,9:^, 000 iJlotted 
for new Inspecting Officers of Education, without any appreciable increase in 
the number of schools. 1 object to the grant of 2 lakhs for the purchase of Duff’s 
College, for the Calcutta Police as not urgently required ; as also to the sum 
of 1 lakh for the housing of Officials at Burdwan, as excessive and not mgently 
required. 1 object to the large sum allotted for the renewal of furniture on 
account of the change of Lieutenant Governor. How do we know the new 
Lieutenant-Governor will want it ? 1 trust he will not. He will have Rs. 30,000 
for the furniture of the new, Dm bar Hall, which the present Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor will not have occasion to use. Lastly, I object to the increase of 2 lakhs 
for Stationery and Printing. The actuals, for undivided Bengal, in 1905-06, 
were 10 lakhs, and this year it is Rs. 12,92,000. This continued and 
extraordinary increase ought to stop. Your Honour, there has been an 
increase of expenditure in every department. We cannot afford it. Retrench^ 
pient is absolu^Iy necessary in our present condition. 
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“ I have last of all to draw your attention to the statement of r^ipte and 
einenditure of District Boards for the first time printed with the "Mg®*- 
It^ an improvement. It will at once show how great le the burden which 

District Boards have to bear, which should not legitimately fall on them. 
TW let from thl> Government Rs. 6,60,000 for Education, but they have to 

Kb 11 59 138. Under head * Medical,’ they receive Rs. 14,000 from 
S to .p^ndR., 4,20,073. T..yretoiT. K.. 9,000 ulrf., 
h^d * Scientific ’, and they have to spend Rs. 63,368. We are all looking forward 

to the beueficont measures which we hojHi to see passed during Your Honour s 

Administration to alleviate the unbearable burden of the District Boards. Your 
Honour — I have done " 

ThcHon’ble Babo Radha Charan Pal said:— "Your Honour.— This 
vear’s budget is not a Prosperity Budget. The estimates for 1908-09 open 
with a balance of Rs. 21,32,001) and show receipts and expeudituro a^regating 
Rs. 6,42,56,000 and 118.5,49,98,000, respectively ; and a ^ 

R« 1 3 00 000 which is much below the miminum closing balance of Rs. 20,00,000. 
The Faminu consequent high prices of Food stuffs have largely accounted for 
this denlorable state of the Provincial Finance ; and it is our misfortuno that 
Your Honour’s Government, notwithstanding the nonnal growth of revenues, 
has been fettered in meeting the numerous wants of the country. 1 here is 
no sicn of falling off in the high prices of food-stuffs. During the last five 
vears^tho prices have been steadily rising; and they have now reached a 
SJi’ quite Unprecedented in the history of the country. Living has become 
Jery dir throughout the country, and great is the distress among the middle- 

class bhadraiog. . . „ . 

“ 1 am afraid that the Grain Compensation Allowance will be a permanent 
char -0 upon all employers, whether public or pi^te. When the last 
Social Settlement was made with the Government of India, this important 
factor was absent from the considemtion of both he Governments. I 
ir sle that if this had l«en known before, Your Honour’s Government 
wild have pressed for, and the Government of India would have conceded, 
Ssum in kitting the revenues to Your Honour’s Government. Iho people 
S Bengal were, however, glad to observe that Your Honour referred to tU 
iubiect in forcible terms in the Supreme Council. I hope Your Honour will see 
vour wav, at proper time, to press again upon the Governniont of India for a grant 
to meet this extkrdinary cfiarge, and thus free the Local Government to devote 
itslsources more largely to the moral and material improvements of the countiy. 

I mav be iiermitted here to add, tliat the allowance graciously granted by the 
Grirnment is too small to confer any appreciable benefit on the rmpients. 

I beUeve the Salaries Commission hacf no opportumty to consider this factor, as 
it was not in existence, when the Commission was appomled. The dearnew of 
nr^Xion has produced such inconceivable suffenng that it is incumbent 
on the Government to raise the scale of pay of all servants, drawing a 

Jv of Rs 100 and under. It may not be out of place to refer to an analogous 
^i kere the Government granted Exchange Compeni^tion to its Euro^n 
-tnWs in order to relieve them from the effects of the depreciation of the 
The Indian public reasonably expect a similar concession from their 
£SSi Government, in dealing with the much more senous case of underpaid 
ffin employds of the Government in the present crisis. 

" As regards the Budget, 1 regret to s^ that it has not ^n pre^red in a 
clear and reSy inteUigiblo form. Your llonour was p eas^ to observe 1^ 

‘ Our object is to make our position as 11^^^ intojp 

S' to the ordinary reader, and I trust we shall be able to do -ometlung in this 
SsT^rt^’ A year hM since passed away, but unfortunately the budget, as 
Si this jlni, is no improvement on that of the previous year. 

“To give one or two instances, I may mention tlmt uiidw the head 
‘Medical’ sums are entered for the several Hospitals, wbch include 

JteSment, dietary charges, rent, taxes and medial ^res. I imbmit if tlm 
fiSrT ^ separately given, the Public will readily know wlmt amount u 
J^ron dhetsLiothwiW Similarly, under Samtation and Improvement, 
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Rb. 7,08,000 iB provided. Deducting the Government of India’a con- 
tribution of 4| lakha, which has not been earmarked for any particular 
project, the balance left is Rb. 2,58,000. The Public naturally expect to 
iluiuw the details of this allotment, to enable them to understand how 
much is spent for establishment and how much for works of sanitary 
improvement. The interest on loans is shown in the budget ; but it will be 
interesting to have a statement showing the works on which the loan money is 
roent and the advances made to public bodies or individuals, for which the 
interest is charged. In this connection, I venture to suggest that a Commission 
may be appointed to consider the form in which tho budget should be prepared, 
so as to make it more easily intelligible to the Public and to submit their 
recommendations for Your Honour’s consideration. 

“ I find certain sums of money entered in last year’s budget; for 
allotments made to the Puri Municipality for Drainage, to the Kurseong Munici- 
pality for Water-supply, to the Patna Municipality for Drainage Pumping* 
station and to the Darjeeling Municipality for Sanitary Improvements, 
renewed in this year’s budget, with a variation of the grants. I believe this 
is due to the non-execution of the works, and it is to be regretted that 
important Civil Works calculated to improve the sanitation of the country 
have been delayed and money granted left unspent. 

“ Since last year, by Your Honour's desire some of the non-official Members 
of Your Honour’s Council are invited to meet the Secretaries of the various 
Departments of the Government, to discuss tho Budget before it is submitted 
to the Council. A hope was expressed in the Council, by some of the 
Hon’blo Members, that tho infonnal meeting would develop into a more 
uoful consultation and that all tho non-official Members would be given 
an opportunity to discuss tho Budget, before it was finally cast into the 
stereotyped mould and laid before the Council, when criticisms, however 
eloquent and cogent, assumed more or less the nature of an academic dis- 
cussion. Your Honour’s assurance last year, that measures would be taken to 
ensure a more effective ascertainment of opinion on the budget, has not 
yet been realized. No tangible result has ensued from those consultations. 
All the non-official Members are not consulted, and I regret to observe that 
there has been an invidious distinction in inviting some Members and excluding 
others. There is an impression that these consultations are conventional and 
formal. But I am not without hope that ere long there will be a material 
change in the present practice. 

" Court-feet and the Calcutta Small Cauie Court . — Turning to the items of the 
budget, I find that the receipts from Court-fees have steadily increased from 
Ks. 1,00,20,000 in 1906-07 to Rs. 1,06,45,000 in the year, tliat has just closed, 
and to tho estimated amount of Rs. 1,10,60,000 in the Budget of 1908-09. 
In this connection, I may be permitted to draw once again Your Honour’s 
attention to the anomaly in charging Court-fees which exists in the Calcutta 
Court of Small Causes. This anomaly can be well understood, when it is 
remembered that on the east side of Circular Road, i.e. in the Sealdah 
Small Cause Court, the Court-foe is 7^ per cent, and on the west side, i.e., 
in the Calcutta Small Cause Court, the Court-fee is 11 per cent. I earnestly 
hope Your Honour will be pleased to remove this anomaly, by ordering a 
reduction of Court-fee charges in the Calcutta Small Cause Court. T^a st year, 

I drew Your Honor’s attention to tho prohibitive Court-foe levied on the 
institution of municipal assessment appeals in the Calcutta Small Cause Court, 
As I pointed out to Your Honour, these appeals were formerly heard by a 
Bench of Commissioners ; but this inexpensive Court was abotished and the 

S ower of hearing the appeals was transferred to the Calcutta Smftn Cause 
ourt. Hitherto no Court-tee was charged on the appeals and the rate payers 
were consoled by tho fact that the cliange of tribunal, though made in opposi- 
tion to their wishes, did not entail any additional cost on them. But, latterly, 
the prohibitive Court-foes on these appeals have created a great dissfttiHf q fit ioa 
and the Corporation have approached Your Honour with a prayer for ita 
abolitioiu 1 trust Your Honour will see your way to secede to the prayer. 
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In connection with the adininiftt ration (d justice, niny I suppfcst to \our 
Honour to institute llmioi-nry neiiehes in the Small Cause Court for disjK)sal 
of potty civil suits ? There are many cases which may Im> disposed of to 
the eatisfaction of the pul)lic by business men, lM)th Europi'an and Indian. 
The establishment of Honorary Benches will also lip:hten tin' burden vt the 
Courts and will enable the suitors io have their cast's tidjinii::ed ly experts 
iu matters which require expert knowledge, wliich Judges ordinarily do 
not possess. 

^‘‘Income-tax . — The receipts from the Income-tax, notwillistaiiding the 
raising of minimum assessable income from Its. 500 to Ks. 1,000, are 
steadily increasing from year to je.'ir; and in the budget of llHi.S-00, the 
receipts are estimated at Ks. 52,25,000 against h\s. 50,7.),00(b tbe* actuals of 
the last year. It is not uncommon for Assessing Oflicers to pull up Ihe 
figures to show an improvement over the collection of the previous yetir ; 
and in their zeal they not unofien inflict hardships upon the pe(»ple to wlioin 
the Goveinment in its generosity wants to give rc'hef. 'llien^ is a great j)ul)Iic 
comidaiiil that the Income-tax assi'ssments are in not a few en.^es based on 
anticipations of higher ineonie, without regard to tlie rad profit actually earned 
after a year s working, 'l lu; raising of the minimum to at least Ji!s. 2,500 i» 
urgently retjuinnl for the relief of tlie poor middle-class, having regard to the 
dear living which lias become a jiermaiK'nt binden <»n the jxipulat it>n. Your 
Honour is no doubt awaire of the altachmeiit of the jieople of India to their 
ancestral dwelling-liousfis, which are w<'rsliii>j)ed m Baslu It a clerk 

or R shop-keeper earns Ks. 50 a month and posst'sses a dwelllng-housi^ hssi'ssik] 
at Ks. 7{)0 per annum by the Munieijiality, liis n'ul ineomo of Ks. 000 is added 
to the ussessment of his house and he becomes liable to pay Jneonu^ lax. ^fo 
impose Income-tax on such unpruduetivc; holdings, is not only hard hut unfair. 
Au income-tax is a tax on income, and it ought not to he h'vied on eajiital sunk 
on residential houses any more than <»n capital sunk on books funiiture, 
ornuiueiits or clothing. May I (*xp^‘^s a hono that Your Honour will be 
graciously pleased to move the Government of India on this subject V 

“ Cifg Improvement . — I find fifty lakhs, which has bei'ii granted by the 
Governrueiit of India for the t'ulcutla City Improvement, (‘armaiki'd and 
included in the casli balance from year to year. 1 think that, instead of 
carrying the fifty lakhs in cash balance from year to year, it may he invested, 
like the Victoria Memorial Fund, so that wo may rece ive; interest lo Ilia axiant 
of two lakhs annually te) swell the fund. As the meme'y has lu'cn in the hands 
of the Geivernment us a trust fund, may I not also ask that the' interest of tlio 
past years be udde'd to it? Tlieire is no subject eJ nmrej nhsorliing interest to 
Calcutta than the City Impreivemeait Selieane. i am, InAVever, glael tole'ani from 
thcBiXiuch ejf the Hon’hle the Henne Member in the yupreane Council that lliough 
the scheme is lost to our ^acw it is still making some progress, luit the fiuhlic 
are at a loss to know when it will be launched into operatie)n. The anneMince- 
roeut that the Secretary of State has lieen pleased tei sanction tlio proposal (tf 
the Govetrnmeiit of India of an annual ce»ntrihuiie)n of one und-a-liulf lakhs of 
rupees, for sixty years, in addition to tho initial grant of fifty lakhs, has been 
received with mucli satisfaction. But until tho UKMlified scheino is known Ui 
the public, they are in the dark as to the nature of ihe additional taxes contem- 
plated under tlie echeme. I only echo tho public voice when I ask tlie Govern- 
ment to bo so good US to take ihe public into its confidence ]»y piiblisliing the 
•cheme, with a view to enable tliem to offer their opinion and suggestions before 
the Secretary of State is committed to it. Keferring to the llon’l^hj Mr. 
Sutherland’s remarks for a second maidan towanls 'rollygunge, 1 think the 
need for a second maidan is much greater in the northern part of the City 
than in the southern ; and 1 believe none apjircciated more the need of such an 
open space in the congested northern part than tho Ilon’hle Mr. Gieer, while 
he was in the Corporation and also by his hU(‘ces.sor Sir Charles Allen. 

“ Drainage of ihe Presidency Division.— A earn of Ks. has I icon 

aDotted in the budget for taking remedial measures for tin? prevent iv^n of 
Malaria. For years past in this Council, Hon’ble Llemhcrs urged on tho 
Government to take steps for the eradication of Malaria which has devaetated 
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the country. Ab it is the duty of the Government to maintain its Army and 
Navy for the protection of the people, bo it is the duty of the Government to 
save the people from the ravages of this fell disease. 1 heartily thank the 
Guvcrnmeiit for Appointing the Drainage Committee to inquire into the 
causes of Malarial Fever and the feasibility of undertaking remedial measures 
in the I'residency Division. A very careful report has been submitted; but, 
considering tlie gravity of the situation, Ks. 30,000 appears to be too meagre a 
sum for combating with this gieat evil. It will be interesting to know to 
what extent Rs. 30,000 is calculated to serve the object wliich the Drainage 
Committee had in view, and within what period the people can expect Ac 
introduction of the remedial measures? The sooner the obstructions to 
drainage, and the water-logged condition of the soil and the rank vegetation, 
are removed, (ho better for the sanitary condition, not only of the districts of 
the Frenideiicy Division but also of the City of Calcutta, with which they are 
conteiTiiinoiiB. No sulqoct is of greater importance to the people living under 
Your Honour’s sway, and no duty is more paramount to the Government, than 
the saving of ilie lives of the people ; and many items of secondary importance 
in the ljudget might safely be put off for the present, in order to provide ade- 
quate funds for the adoyil ion of the preventive measures against Malaria on a 
larger and more comprehensive scale. 

Sanitary Improvement . — The thanks of the people of Bengal are eminently 
due to the Government of India for the generous and spontaneous gift of 
Kb. 4,50,000 Tor the improvement of Sanitation, and 1 hope tliis grant will be 
added to and renewed every year. It is not stated, by tho HonTle the Financial 
Secretary, how it is j)ropo8ed to spend the money? 1 hope it will be spent on 
practi(‘al works of public utility, such as improvement of drainage and water- 
aupply. As it is said, the sum will be spent in sanitary improvement, witli special 
referonco io the Plague; and as tlio Calcutta Municipality has spent and is still 
spending a largo sum of money f('r Plague prevention, and as Calcutta is the 
seat of both the Provincial and the Imperial Governiricnts, I think I can with 
fairness ask for a portion of this sum for the Calcutta Municipality, and I hope 
my hon’blo friend. Sir Charles Allen, will support me. The safety of the 
Metropolis is paramount importance to the trade of India, and Calcutta, 
thanks to the vigilance of the local authorities, has been comparatively immune 
from J*lagnc during recent years. I hope Your Honour will recognize that 
Calcutta deserves a share of the bounty of the Imperial Government. 

‘‘ In Bengal, Malaria causes greater havoc than Plague, and has desolated 
many a fair and flourishing village. I hope the Government of India will be 
pleased to allow the great er portion of this grant to be expended on measures 
for the prevention of Malaria, for people enfeebled by Malaria fall an easy 
victim to Plague and other diseases. 

Aissisfanl Surgeons,---! do not find that any provision has been made in this 
year H budge t for increase of salary of tho Civil Assistant Surgeons. They are 
a class of liighly-usoful and deserving public servants, who devote themselves to 
the improvement of tho health of the people and the safety of individual lives in 
tho remofo parts of tho Miifassal. Many of them, living in the out-of-the way 
stations have not the good fortune of obtaining a lucrative private practice. Even 
at tho Presidency towns and Sadar etaiions, the Civil Assistant Surgeons cannot 
establish a good practice, owing to the increasing number of private practitioners 
who have a’vendy occupied the field and who are not subjected to transfer from 
one stalion io another, as is frequently the case with the Government Assistant 
Sur'^eons. TIiu prospect and pay of the Civil Surgeons have much improved, 
and^it is but, just and fair that the miserable pay of tho Civil Assistant Surgeons, 
ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200, should be raised from Rs. 200, to Rs. 400, as 
was rect^mmended by Sir William Grey ; and that a larger number of qualified 
Assistant Surgeons lie employed as Civil Surgeons. The larger employment of 
Assistant Surgeons, as Ci^ Surgeons, is in consonance with the declared policy 
of the Government, to give wider emplojTnent to the people of the country in 
posts for wliich they are fitted, and I trust Your Honour will give full effect 
to that generous policy. 
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Stnoke-micance , — I regret that the City ha« not yet derived any tangible 
benefit from the operation of the Smoke ^uiBance8 Act. Kvexy oveuing, sinoe 
the beginning of the cold weather, the City is enveloped in dense Bmoko and the 
people of Calcutta are compelled to inhale the pestilential clouds of smoko to 
the detriment of their health. In tlie northern part of the City, tlio nuisance in 
very great. It is hoped that some information, as to the steps intended to be 
taken to prevent this nuisance, will be vouchsafed to the public. 

Berai Canal Project . — The repeated failure of seasonable rains nnd the 
recurrence of famine or scarcity of food, bring the question of Irrigation into 
prominence ; and 1 submit that it is the paramount duty of the Government to 
come to the protection of the people, by providing Irrigation C’anals, wlicrever 
practicable. In this connection, 1 desire to draw Your Honour's attention to 
the disappointment with which the reply of the Government was rectnvod 
by the inhabitants of fifty-five villages in the liankura district, who prayed for 
the construction of a Canal from the liver Berai, ollering to pav water rates for 
the supply of water to their fields. It has been said in repfv that the C anal 
cannot bo remunerative, but surely the water-rate can be so fixed ns to make 
the Canal pay its way, and, as tlie matter has not yet been finally disposed 
of, I earnestly hope that Y^mr lionour's Government will see its way to comply 
with the prayer of the people. 

“ Ural Ik Resort . — Large sums of money have been spent for providing a Health 
Resort at Frasergunge. Last year, I ventured to appeal to Your Honour to pro- 
vide a Health Resort for tlie Indians at Diamond Harbour. This station is within 
easy reach of Calcutta and is a healthy place, whore my wearied and jaded 
countrymen may easily repair at week’s end, for relaxation and invigoralion. 
The place is full of pits or hollows and rank vegetation, and it is the khamahal 
property of Government. What is necessary is, to fill up these hollows where 
water stagnates and to remove the weeds. Tho place, being on tlio river side, 
affords special facilities for drainage. The money spent on tho iinprovemont 
of the place will bring good return to Government, as I am sure the land 
will be largely availed of by countrymen for building sites. ^Lhis is a 
matter whicn 1 have been urged by rny countrymen to lay before Your Honour. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Collins resp<jnded sympathetically to my appeal last 
year, but nothing has yet l>een done to improve fhe place. Knowing well how 
great an interest Your Honour fakes, in tlie matter of theestabUshment of health 
resorts for the people, I once more appeal to Your Ifonour to mako a suitable 
grant for the improvement of Diamond Harbour, and the construction of a com* 
modiouB rest house, for which my countrymen will always remember your name 
with gratitude. 

“ I cannot conclude my remarks on this subject without offering the 
warmest thanks of my ajmraunity to my hon’ble friend, the Mahuraja- 
Dhiraj of Burdwan, for the spirited appeal he has made to Your Honour 
for the establishment of a Sanitarium at Paroshnath for the enfeebled and 
sickly poor middle class, and the munificent oiler of one lackh of rupees for 
that purpose. 

Calcutta Municipality kb regards the Municipality, the time has come 
to amend the Act. The constitution is unworkable and exporience has shown 
that it should be recast on a more popular basis, so as to give adequate represen - 
lAtion to the people and wider scope to the usefulness of their representatives. 
The functions of the three Co-ordinate Authorities overlap, and the functions 
of the Corporation are encroached upon by the other Authorities. The work is 
to enormous that it is impossible for even a hard-working Chairman, like Sir 
Charles Allen, to dischargo his duties without the help and co operation of. the 
Commissioners ; and, in this connection, I caunot but refer to the valuable 
services of some of the European Commissioners, and conspicuous amongst 
them are the Members of the Trade and the Cliamber. The Municipality is the 
only place where the European and tho Indian work hand in hand from year’s end 
to year’s end ; and the relations between them, in spite of occasional and some 
times marked differences of opinion, are on tho whole of a cordial character. 
The Chairman, when be is not in agreement with hie Colleagaes, aseerte 
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Ills pf)wcr as a Co ordinate Authority and this results in friction, as has been 
recent iy the case. 

It has also been found by experience and Bupfc:e8ledin the Corporation that 
the Presideut of the Corporal i(»n and of the General Conmiittee should be, 
as in liombay, a member of the (yorporation and not the head of the Executive. 

‘‘It has been like wise found that the constitution of Ihe General Com rnittee, 
with four elected and ei^ht nominated ( ’oinmissionere, with an official Chairman, 
rondors the voice of the rate-payers iricfTcctiial in its deliberations. 

“The Decentralization Scheme, introduced by the Hon’ble Mr. Greer 
whom his numerous friends are p^lad to welcome back to Calcutta and to this 
Council, resulted in the division of Calcutta into four (dstricts. District 
Officers, with separate staff, with miniature reproduction of executive heads 
and with a miniature Corporation m the District Committees, were established. 
Unfortunately, full scope has not yet been |::^iven to their usefulness. What 
Mr. Greer wanted was to relievo the Corporation of the eiionnoiia mass 
of local works and local details, by referring them to District Committees, 
and to leave the major operation in tlio hands of the Corporation. But 
that is not done. Local matters are decided by the General Committee or 
other Committees, either without reference to the District Committee to 
which these appertain or without a proper consideration of its recoinraen- 
datioiis. In fact, the District Committee is now more a nominal than a 
really useful body. Your Honour was pleased to state, throe years ago, 
that you had appointed a r(‘prescnt alive Committee to advise you on the subject 
of Decentralization, and that you were awaiting tluur report. May 1 inquire 
whether the report of the Committee has been received, and, if so, whether 
Your Honour has dealt with the matter ? 

“Quito recently, Your Honour has expnissed your satisfaction with 
the completion of continuous Water-supply in the town proper. I am 
afraid Your Honour had no full information on the snbje(‘t ; and, as a 
matter of fact, in several parts of the town, there is no water 
available in house-taps during mid-day, whUp there is a profusion of water at 
night. The law, regulating the supply of water at lie. 1 per 4,000 gallons, eauBCB 
groat hardship to small house-owners with large families, and on this point it 
requires ameiidiiieiit. This restriction, in t lie use of filtered water, leads the 
people to have recourse tp unliltcred w^ater for domestic consumption, which 
conduces to the outbreak of disease, liy all means, stringiuit ineasiires should 
bo taken to prevent waste ; but liberal j)rovision siiould l)e made for supjdy of 
water per head of population. Waste, however, should not be confounded with 
legitimate use of whaler in a tropical climate. 

“ The revision of assessment of Uesidential Houses has raised quite a storm 
of ()pp)sition in the City. 1 n(;ed hardly rccapil ulale the old arguments 
that the distinction in the method of taxation, betwocn residential and rented 
houses, is wrong in principle, and which dues not prevail anywlicre else and 
lios boon condemned by eminent economists. Residential houses, unlike rented 
houses, are unpriidnetive holdings, and enhancenuint of the assessment every 
six years has produced profound discontent in the City. When the present 
law, fixing 5 per c^ni, as the basis of valuation on the sum obtained by adding 
together the cost of construction of the building and the value of the land was 
introduced, the interest on Government securities was 4 per cent, and of the 
securities of the local authorities 5 per ceni. The interest has now been reduced 
to 4 and 3^ per and even to 3 per c^nt. I submit the 5 per cent, ought to 

be reduced to 3^ per cent. ; and that the necessary sanitary improvement of the 
nouse must not bo taxed, as it hinders the execution of sanitary works for 
fear of additional taxation, in the s-jme way, the open spaces attached to 
honA file dwelling houses, which serve as the lungs of the City, should be 
immune from taxation, as an encouragonumt to keep such open spaces. A good 
healthy house is not only needed for healthful existence of the occupants 
thereof, but is also a boon to the neighlKuirs. May 1 express a hope that Your 
Honour will kindly consider this question in a sympathetic spirit. The rate- 
payers recently made a representation to the Chairman in cunnec. ion with the 
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refitioxi of assessment of the City, and 1 am glad to state tiiat they are grateful 
to & Charles Allen for the imtient and sympathetic hearing he gare to 
them ; and it is earnestly hoped, by the vast mass of the rate payers, that the 
sympathy of Sir Charles Allen will be a practical turn. 

Culcuth Police Cbsr/.— 'I find that two lakhs is entered in the bud^t for 
the acquisition of Dufl College, for the accommodation of the local Police. 1 
think, having regard to the present condition of our finances, this expenditure 
might have been avoided and the money so saved mi^ht have been spent in 
sanitaiT improvements of the villages in the HufassaT. While so thoughtful 
and liWal a prevision has been made for the local Police, who are 
not without a house, no provision has been made for the improvement 
and extension of the Calcutta Police Court. A more insanitary and in- 
commodious public building does not exist in Calcutta. The Honorary 
Benches are located in dark and dingy colls, where, even in biasing noonday, 
the Courts are inaccessible to light. The Stipendiary Court rooms ero, no 
doubt, much better than the Honorary Court rooms, but the bailing 
is a disgrace to the City, and it was never intended when built to 
accommodate so many Courts. 1 wonder the Municipal Lxecutive, who are so 
keen in closing or demolishing over-crowded, ill-ventilated and insanitary poor 
men’s dwellings, have shut thoir eyes to tliis over-crowded, insanitary and 
ill-ventilated structure. 1 hear that the Hon’ble the Chief Secretary has 
visited the building, and the public should be glad to know what ho 
thinks of the building and the accommodation therein. 

1 have described the condition of the Honorary Magistrates’ rooms. 
I now turn to the treatment accorded to them. By degrees, thoir position 
has been reduced to a nullity. Formerly, there were two Stipendiary 
Magistrates; now there are five, including the Municipal Magistrate. In (he 
days of Messrs. Marsdon and Pearson, the Honora^ Beuch^es wore treated 
on the same footing as the Stipendiary Benches. They wore freely given 
cases to try. Now, the cases have boon largely withhold from thorn and 
placed in the hands of the Stipendiary Magistrates. They are invited to 
attend. They call in response to the invitation, but not unoften they have 
to dance attendance in the Chamber till a mandate comes : ‘ No case, you may 
go.’ The Honorary Magistrate, who is only consoled while getting into his 
carriage by a Military ealam from a solitary /?araira//a at the gate, has then 
to wend his way homeward or ofliceward. 

“ Formerly, there was a Library of references consisting of Law Reports and 
law books and volumes of the Calcutta Gazette, for the use of the Honorary 
Magistrates. I understand they have been disposed of. When required for 
reference on the Bench, a tattered copy of an old edition of the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code or the Indian Penal Code, with stray pages of the text, is obtained with 
some difficulty. Having regard to this state of things, the question naturally 
arises whether the obiect of all this is to keep up the semblance, of a show, which 
may flatter one’s self-oomplacency but wnicn will never serve any useful 
purpose. I have ventured to lay before Your Honour the facts, with perfect 
frankness, in the firm confidence that they may be set right by Your 
Honour. I would strongly urge that the post of Fourth Magistrate bo 
not made permanent. It is wholly unnecessary if the services of the 
Honorary Magistrates, some of whom are not called at all or called at long 
intervals, are utilized. The money bo saved can be well spent in other direc- 
tions. I am glad to observe that tno Government has been pleased to provide in 
the budget for payment of the establishment cliarges of the Municipal 
Magistrate’s Court, which liad liitherto been realized from the Corporation of 
Calcutta. I thank Your Honour for this iust decision, and trust the back 
amounts realized under misapprehension will be remitted to the Corporation. 


‘‘ Police . — I find the charges, for maintaining the Police Force in Bengal, 
are steadily increasing every year. Since 1904-05, they have risen from 
Rs. 51,57,000 to Rs. 77,63,000, bein^? the amount entered in the budget of the 
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large expenditure, but, at the same time, I must say that there haa not been any 
thing like a corresponding measure of improvement in the administration of 
the police, which was hoped for when the recommendations of the Police Com- 
mission were made. My observation is chiefly with reference to the Presidency 
Police of Calcutta, and I believe I give expression to a consensus of public 
opinion, both European and Indian, when I say that the Police of Calcutta, 
generally speaking, has not improved in efficiency and behaviour. At the same 
time, 1 readily acknowledge that tliere are]^individual members of the force, both 
high and low, who would do credit to any service. The reform of the Calcutta 
Police is one of the most important subjects, in connection with the question of 
the general reform of the Police Administration in Bengal. More than three 
years have passed away since the Resolution on the report of the Police 
Commission was issued. Your Honour, as President of the Commission, advo- 
cated some reforms of the Calcutta Police. Our expectation t^t, as Head of 
the Provincial Government, Your Honour would speedily introduce those 
reforms, has unfortunately not yet been realized. 

The Police Commission recommended that the present class of Superin- 
tendents of the Calcutta Police should be abolished, their place being taken by a 
small number of officers of the rank of the District Superintendent, who should 
be deputed for duty in the City. As yet, only one Superintendent has been 
replaced by a member of the Provincial Police Force. 

‘ * The Police Commission condemned the practice of Head constables 
investigating cases. From my own experience as a citizen, I find head- 
constablcH, whose salary varies from Ks. 17 to Es. 25 a month, are sent out 
to investigate cases. As a matter of fact, the investigation by the head- 
constable generally passes as the investigation of the Inspector, and is 
acted upon by the Commissioner in the disposal of cases. The higher officers, 
such fls the Inspector and Superintendent, merely act as post-officos between 
the head-constable and tlie Police Commissioner. In the interest of the public, 
the investigation must not bo left to those low-paid and unqualified officers. 
The Insjxjctor or the Sub-Inspector of a thnna ought to do this work himself, 
specially when he is granted conveyance allowance by the Government. In 
^ys gone by, when the (Chairman of the Corporation was the head of the City 
Police there was close and intimate association with the Head of the Police and 
the leaders of the community, which not a little helped him in the discharge of 
his duties, d'he people know him and ho know the people, and there was then 
that great forbearance, mildfless, courtosy and perfect civility with which the 
Police treated the people of all classes and sects, and any deviation from which 
was severely dealt with by the Hoad of the Police. Under the present system, 
a Commissioner of Police, even with an earnest desire to ascertain public 
opinion or feeling, Las not the same opportunity of doing so as when he was 
in touch with representatives of the people in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Corporation. 

*^Sir, I wish the Police had maintained the same reputation which it had 
in those days. The regrettable incidents of the 3rd and 4th October last have 
sunk into the hearts of the people ; nothing tends more to alienate the people from 
their Kulers than their ill-treatment by the Police. It is the most efiEective 
instrument to destroy all good feelings between the rulers and the ruled. The 
people, the vast majority oi w’hom are non -political, suffered because of their 
nationality. The Police betrayed an animus against the Bengali populace, 
mercilessly and indiscriminately assaulting them, inflicting grievous wounds 
and even causing death to a poor handicraftsman while proceeding to the 
market. The people approached Your Honour for redress, and nothing would 
have secured greater public confidence in the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment than an inquiry by a mixed Commission, consisting of Officials and 
Non-officials, accoiding to the established procedure ; but, unfortunately, the 
prayer of the whole nation was not acceded to. 'I'he people unfortunately felt 
that there was that marked lack of sympathy with the Bengali nation, 
wliich was the root of all their trouble. On this point, Mr. Weston also spoke 
of a possible want of sympathy with the Bengali race. Whatever may be the 
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difPereBcea between the GoTemmont and some of our political wntere and 
apeaken, I submit that such differences ought oot to create a temper of mind 
in the responsible authorities, wliich might be construed as a rising from 
want of sympathy with the Bengali nation. Such an impression defeats 
the very object which the Government has at heart, vie., to seonre the 
loyalty and willing allegiance of the people. Loyalty proceeds from the 
heart. It is not generated by force and ill-treatment. The greater the sym- 
pathy — genuine and practical sympathy — the greater will be tho love and 
affection of the people. 

“Whatever may bo said by certain thought loss persons the people 
recognize the manifold blessings of British rule. Britain may justly be 
proud of the aspirations of ray countiymen, wliich are the logical outcome 
of the progressive policy of that rule. No Indian at heart wishes for a change 
of British rule, whatever may be the language of certain irreeponsilue 
individuals which we all condemn, and which proceeds more fiom exasperat- 
ed feelings than from inmost conviction. The foolish and insensate writings 
of irato scribblers cause amusunient rather than mischief ; but the lawless and 
oppressive acts of the Police are calculated to sap the foundations of that con- 
tentment and confidence in tho Government which constitute its strength and 
bulwark. As an humble citizen, 1 can assure Your Honour that, from the 
highest to the lowest, the feeling brought about by the conduct of tho Police 
and their exoneration by the Government have been one of bitter disappoint* 
ment and dissatisfaction. Your Honour has been addressed by the Head of the 
Provincial Police as the ‘ Friend of tho Police,’ for tho benefits the Department 
has received at Your Honour’s hands. But 1 am sure Your Honour will 
appreciate more the title of ‘Friend and I’rotector’ of the people, which e 
grateful community, like ours, will gladly bestow upon their Ruler. It is a high 
title of which a Ruler may justly bo proud, and if I have ventured to 
give expression to the feelings of the mass of my countrymen I have done 
so because I think a true friend of tho people cannot disregard them. 

I recoguize the embaras-sment which has been caused to Government, by the 
surging wave of discontent in the land. I regret to observe that, during the 
last few years, the estrangement between the rulers and tho ruled has become 
great. But wliile it is the duty of every loyal subject to try to smooth 
the friction between tho people and tho Government, it is, at tho same time, the 
duty of the Government to strengthen his hands by a syranathotic dealing 
with tho people and by reposing great trust and confidence in thorn. 
The times are so changed that true statesmanship enjoins a sympathetic 
treatment of tho people with a scrupulous regard for their sentiment. 

“No doubt force and repression may wipe out the manifestation of dis- 
content on the surface for a time, but the disease will never bo eradicated. 
It will sink deeper and deeper like a cankerous sore, buch a state of things can 
never bo contemplated with equanimity. Fortunately, the vast majority of 
people believe that, whatever may be the views and idiosyncracies of some of 
the official representatives of the great Briti^ nation, tho heart of that great 
nation is sound to the core ; and that there is no nation, on the face of tho earth, 
more freedom-loving and justice-loving than the British. By the gracious 
dispensation of Providence, our lot has been placed in their hands and may it 
continue in their hands. 

“I cannot forbear alluding to the admirable result which ensue from 
the trust reposed in the people and non-interference with them. The Ardho^y 
,] 0 Qa is an instance in point. Under tho inspiration of Your Honour, the I’olice 
refiaincd from interfering with the people on that occasion How adnur- 
ably the volunteers, most of whom belong to lugh caste famihes, rnanag^ 
the vast concourse of the people, helping the poor, the aged, tho decrepit and .he 
forlorn ministering to tne sick and even carrying the corpses to tho funeral 
Dvre is well-known to Your Honour. There has arisen, during recent years, a 
keen’ desire on the prt of the people to servo their fellow countrymen and 
their motherland, and to undergo all privations to attain that object. Iho 
Ardhodoy Joga has shown that non interference with this legitimate and 
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laudable ambition of the peoj^le aerves not only to dissipate much mil- 
understanding and discord, cmt invokes reciprocal appreciation of kindly feel- 
ings between the Government and the people. There may be now and then 
occasional indiscretions, which none deplore more than I do ; but that occurs 
in every clime and every countir in the world, in the East or in the West. 
Unfortunately, there is a tendency in India to magnify such cases into 
political crimes. But, in the interest of good Government, they ought to 
be prevented, and I know it is the endeavour of the leaders of the ^ople to 
prevent them. I pray Your Honour will also inculcate a spirit of forDearance 
and sympathy towards the Bengalis into your OflScers, so that the irritation, 
ill-feeling and friction engendered by misunderstanding on both sides may 
pass away.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Alt^en said Your Honour— The first matter 
with reference to the Corporation, which calls for notice, arises from the 
Hon’ble Mr. Larmour’s remarks with reference to the Improvement Trust; and 
especially his observation that, during the last ten years, practically nothing 
has been done for the sanitation and improvement of the City. 1 do not know 
what precise significance the llon’ble Mr. Larmour attaches to this statement. 
If he moans that nothing has been done to open up congested areas, by 
the construction of broad roads and open spaces, 1 am with him ; for these are 
operations demanding a heavy expenditure, wliich it is not within the power 
of the Corporation, to meet without neglecting the other duties devolving 
upon it. But the Hon’ble Mr. Larmour appears to go very much further 
than this, when he says that nothing has been done during the past ten years, 
for the improvement and sanitation of the City ; and it is the more necessary 
for me to notice this observation, as it is a repetition of a somewhat similai 
statement recently made in the Imperial Legislative Council. 

I think it probable that some confusion may exist owing to a misconcep- 
tion of the scope of the Improvement Trust, which, as Your Honour pointed 
out in Council, will not in any way relieve the Corporation of any of its 
ordinary duties, in connection with the improvement and sanitation of the City, 
What the Improvement Trust will do, will be to raise the large sums of money 
which are required for the purchase of land in the congested wards of the 
City, for the construction of wide thoroughfares and open spaces ; but all the 
ordinary municipal duties, in connection with waternsupply, drainage, road 
repairs, conservancy and lighting will continue to devolve as heretofore upon 
the Corporation. 

“I now proceed to examine the Hon’ble Mr. Larmour’s statement that 
nothing, or practically nothing, has been done during the past ten years for 
the improvement and sanitation of the City ; and I shall endeavour to controvert 
this assertion in the only way open to me, by summarizing briefly what has 
actually been done. In doing so, I shall confine my remarks to the eight years 
which have elapsed since April, 1900, when the present Municipal Act came 
into force. Tlie field covered by the improvements, carried out during even 
these eight years, is an extensive one, as the Council will gather when I inform 
them timt the capital expenditure upon works of sanitation and improvement 
during that period, amounts to one crore and 44 lakhs, a figure which does not 
include the cost of the new municipal offices, which would swell it to consider- 
ably over a million sterling. I do not propose to weary my hon’ble colleagues 
by a lengthy recital of the voluminous details comprised in tBfc but 
•ball merely draw attention to a few salient items. ' w 

“ Take drainage for example. At a cost of 41 lakhs, we have completed 
the drainage of the suburbs east and south of the city, extending from Sealdah 
on the north to tho limits of Calcutta on the south, and west as far as Tolly’s 
Nullah; the area comprising Belliaghatta, Entally, Ballygunge and Bhowani- 
pore. The improvement wnich has taken place in the area drained has been 
most marked, many miles of roadside drains, which were formerly merely 
elongated oess^pools, having been relieved into the sewers. Another feature of 
this work has been the improvement of the city storm-water outfall, by the 
ponstruction of huge reservoirs which prevent the outlets from becoming tidt^ 
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locked, and by the installation of additional pumping power at Palmer’s Bridge, 
to deal with the sewage and flush water. 

“ After drainage, the most important sanitary requirement is pure drinking 
water, and hero, although the most prominent features of the new water scheme 
have still to be carried out, a groat deal has been done to prepare the way for 
itj by a systematic examination of all mains and connections throughout the 
city, with a view to check leakage and waste. Large arterial mains have also 
been substituted for the smaller pipes, which formerly choked the supply to the 
suburbs. Additional filters have been constructed and new pumps installed 
where needed, while the reservoir accommodation hoe been increased. Last, 
but not least, the supply of filtered water to the city has been increased by 
about 30 per cent. 'I'he effect of all these measures has been to improve the 
supply, in spite of the rapidity with which the population has increased ;and the 
capital expenditure involved has beou no less than 45 lakhs. 

“ I have said that the cost of constructing wide thoroughfares through tho 
congested parts of the city involves so heavy an expenditure that it cannot bo 
undertaken on a large scale from ordinary municipal funds ; but the Corporation 
has not meanwhile been neglectful of its duty in this rcsjiect, as is shown by 
the fact that the expenditure, during tho period, upon new roads in the 
suburbs and for opening up bustces, has boon 19 lakhs. Nor has the improve- 
ment of the city tlioroughfares been overlooked, for we have Bjicnt 3| lakhs 
on kerb and channelling, and 3^ lakhs on the paving of footpaths; while Indian 
patent stone hackney-carriage stands have been constructed on an extensive 
scale. 

Much useful work has been done in improving the const rvancy, which 
was formerly sadly neglected, h’our fine ranges of stabling, one in each of the 
districts, have replaced the old inadequate accommodation ; while the equipment 
of animals and carta has been greatly strengtlierted. The result is that an 
afternoon service has been organized throughout the city, and tlio streets are 
kept much cleaner than they ever were before; while the animals are no longer 
overworked. The expenditure involved, in these improvements and in the 
construction of an incinerator, has been nearly ten lakhs. 

^ “Great attention has been paid to the improvement of the public markets, 
slaughter-houses and dhobikhanas, and these have now b^n put into first-rate 
condition at a cost of 8 lakhs ; and, among other improvements, I may 
mention the provision of new burial-grounds, the construction of a crematorium, 
and the improvement of buming-gh&ts at a cost of 3 J lakhs ; while 6 J 
lakhs has been spent on the provision and improvement of squares, Rs. 54,000 
upon an up-to-date vaccine depOt, which turns out admirable lymph, and nearly 
a lakh upon public conveniences. 

“ This list takes no account of the conspicuous improvement which has 
resulted from the pressure put upon owners to improve filthy and insanitary 
busteee, a large numW of which have been mended or ended within the last 
few yean. 

“ At the risk of wearying the Council, I have thought it desirable to place 
on record a statement, which, while it cannot pretend to be exhaustive, has, 
1 hope, nevertheless convinced my colleagues that the new Corporation has not 
been idle during the past eight years ; and I claim that the record of improve- 
ments, which I have sketched in barest outline, is one of which any city might 
well be proud. 

“ In the face of all these improvements it is surprising that my friend, the 
Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal, should come hero and toll us that the Act is 
unworkable. I fear this is an instance of the wish being fa&er to the thought, 
and that my hon’ble friend condemns the present constitution, because it does 
not give him, and the class be represents, all the power they would like to 
exercise. He informs ns that when the Chairman is not in ^reement with the 
Oommuaioners, he asserts bu power as a co-ordinate authority, and this results 
in friction as h— been the ease recently. My colleague is referring to a ease, 
which arose out of cn inquiry into the conduct of some mumcipal aubm'dioates, 
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the question bein^if whether the charges made should be investigated by the 
Corporation, or by myself. My hon’ble friend is not correct when he 
suggests that, in that matter, 1 was not in agreement with the Commissioners ; 
for J was in full accord with them in the determination to punish any persons 
who might be proved guilty of corrupt practice. Moreover, so far from this case 
j)roving that the Act is unworkable, it points to a diametrically opposite conclu- 
sion; fon nothing could be more workable than the provision in the Act, that 
differences of opinion on the question of jurisdiction should be referred, as this 
one is to be, to the Local Government for final decision, 

I do not propose to follow the Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal and the 
Hon’ble Babu Deha Prasad Sarbadhikari in their proposals for the amendment of 
the Act, as the Corporation has recently appointed a Committee to consider this 
very question ; and the matters which they bring forward can, at the present 
time, be more suitably discussed in that Committee. 

1 am glad to find my hon’ble colleague anxious that District Committees 
should enjoy larger scope, as 1 am in sympathy with this desire. The Cor- 
])oration has, however, gone as far as the law permits in the direction of 
delegating authority to these District Committees; and no further devolution can 
lake place under the existing Act. This limitation does not, however, prevent 
the District C>omnuttees from doing most useful work. 

I do not, however, find myself in agreement with him in what he says 
about the water-supply. It is certainly a matter for satisfaction that tlie heavy 
work of repairing leaky mains, of laying larger mains where necessary, of fixing 
waste watcr-nioters and stop-cocks, of bringing waste under control and of 
repairing leaky fittings and connections, has been completed in the town proper; 
for these ()p{;rations form a necessary preliminary to the introduction of the 
constant supply. 'J'heir completion has rendered it possible to maintain a 
continuous pressure in the mains, which, while it is insufficient to yield a supply 
to the houses throughout the 24 hours, yet plays a most valuable jiart in prevent- 
ing the ingress of foul sub-soil water into the pipes. All this work has for years 
been doseiihod under the phrase of ‘ conversion of the intermittent to the 
constant supjily,’ a ))hraso which has been rospoatodly defined, and with which 
all who are acquainted with the subject are perfectly familiar. As a matter^ 
of fnct, the Government letter referred to by the Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan 
I^al moroly quoted this jihraso from ray Annual Report, where its use elicited 
no comment from the Commissioners, for the reason that they perfectly well 
understood it. It has never been claimed that a constant supply has in fact 
been introduced into the houses, and I do not understand that Your Honour’s 
Government has been under any misapprehension in this matter; indeed, 
Your Honour lias recently sanctioned the scheme which is necessary to make 
the constant supply a realit 3 \ 

“As regards the charges for excess consumption of water, there are no 
doubt cases whore a poor family of many members consumes more than the 
maximum allowed free without wasting it, and such cases are met in practice 
by cancelling bills for excess consumption, when it does not exceed a 
reasonable quantity per head per day. It is useless to shut out eyes 
to the fact that an immense quantity of wilful waste of water doe^ take 
place ; nevertheless, I have no doubt that any practical proposal which, while 
not interfering with the prevention of wilful waste, would secure a gratuitous 
supply of sufficient filtered water to all classes of the population, would 
receive careful consideration. 

“ I now turn to the Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal’s remarks about the 
revision of assessment of Residential Houses. The method of assessing 
residential houses, which was introduced in 1 889, has always been unpopular, 
and recent assessments in two of the northern wards have given rise to much 
discussion. I have upon two occasions received deputations on the subject^ 
and have endeavoured to meet the wishes of the rate-payers as far as possible. 
The appeals against the assessments are heard by the Vice-Chairman, an 
officer of great experience in these matters; and the assessees, if dissatisfied 
with his decisions, have a right of appeal to the Small Cause Court. 1 have 
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recently given the assessees an opportunity of selecting specific cases at their 
pleasnre, in which they believe that the assessments have been too high ; and 
I have promised to make an independent hiquiry into them if they do so, 
but they have not yet availed themselves of my dller. 

“ In this connection, I must observe that my hon’ble friend’s argument 
that because the rate of interest on Government securities has fallen, therefore 
the rate of 5 per cent, on the valuation at which the annual value is calculated 
should be correspondingly reduced, is not a sound contention. 

“As Mr. Baker pointed out in Council on the 18th September, 1899: ‘the 
rate of interest on Government Securities has nothing to do with the matter. 
I’ho true principle is that capital invested in house property always, in the 
long run, expects to receive the same return, whether it be invested in rented 
houses or in residential houses ; and if, for any reason, it does not get that 
return, it will not be invested at all.’ Now, it is a matter of common 
knowledge, that house rents are rising, and theoretically, therefore, the rate of 
0 per cent, ought to Ite increased rather than reduced. So far then from being 
correct is my hon’ble friend's contention that owners of residential houses 
are unfairly penalized by the percentage not having been reduced, that they 
have actually derived a benefit in comparison with the owners of rented houses, 
from the fact that the rate has remained unchanged. As evidence of i.hiB, as well 
as of the leniency with which residential houses are treated in comparison with 
rented houses, 1 may observe that, in Ward VI, the recent assessment yielded 
an increase of only 19 per cent, in the case of rcKidential houses, as comjrared 
with 85 per cent, for rented premises. 

“ With regard to what the lion ble Babu Deba I’ras.'id Sarbadhikari has 
said upon the subject of the onforceuKuit, at the instance of the Corporation, 
of tlie provisions of the amended Calcutta I’olice Act, I venture to suggest 
that the Corporation is more likely to take action in this matter if it receives 
a reasonable recommendation from a public association, or from responsiblo 
private individuals interested in the matter. If any such representation 
readies me, I will undertake that it shall receive the fullest consideration at 
the hands of the Corporation.” 

The Ilon’bleMn. Colun said “ Your Honour— On behalf of the Commis- 
sion ujipoiiited under the Smoke Nuisances Act, 1 desire to refer to (ho remarks 
of tlie ilon’ble Babu lUdha Churan I’al, that Calcutta has not yet derived any 
tangible benefit from the operation of that Act. The Act ‘has now been in 
force for two years, though the rules, which make it ofl'ectivc, did not como 
into force until last August. During the two years. Inspectors have been 
at work. Thanks largely to the co-operation of the Mill-Owners and the 
improvements wliich they have introduced into their furnaces, the amount of 
black smoke emitted from factory chimneys has been greatly reduced. In 
1906, the observations of the Inspectors showed that dense black smoko was 
emitted for about 13 minutes per hour during the day. It is now emitted for 
only 2^ minutes per hour. The legal limit of smoke omission is now seldom 
exceeded, except in ftie mornings when furnaces are being lighted up; 
and in the evenings when additional power is required for electric lighting 
in factories. Since 1906, mechanical stokers and smoko preventive appli- 
ances have been fitted to 91 furnaces and 74 chimneys have been lengthened. 
Since August, 1907, when the rules came into force, notices or warnings, 
which must precede prosecutions, have been issued in 74 cases, with 
successful results. There have been three prosecutions ending in convictions, 

“ The Hon’ble Member complains that since the beginning of (he cold 
weather the City, es|)ccially the northern part of it, has been enveloped in 
dense smoko. I would point out to him that this arises largely from the 
domestic fires, which the Commission is not able to deal with under the Act. 
There are other causes, such as the smoko from small workshops, blacksniiths’ 
forges and potteries; and the Commission has recently ordered the pottrrs, 
who now have no chimneys at all, to put up chimneys according to the 
provisions of the Act. As for the smoke from blacksmiths’ forges and small 
workshops, the Commission has not yet been able to deal with it, without 
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cAuiing great interference with trade. Complaints from individuals are 
received and action is taken on them, where possible. The Commission, 
however, is not able to deal with the smoke from bustees wd domestic fire- 
places, which, owing to the increased use of coal, are becoming more offensive. 
So far, however, as factory chimneys are concerned, the results of the two 
years’ working have been satisfactory, and they have been obtained without 
causing any unnecessary interference with the owners. 

The Hon’ble fiabu Radha Charan Pal has also referred to his appeal 
made last year for a Health Kesfjrt at Diamond Harbour. The matter has not 
been overlooked, and the District Board of the 24'ParganaB, at my suggestion, 
have prepared a scheme lor the construction of a d&k bungalow, where, as 
proposed by the Hon’ble Member, he and his countrymen may repair to restore 
their energies after the labours of the week. The District Board, however, 
thought that those labours affected a wider area than the single district of the 
24-PargauaBy and they therefore applied to the Local Government for a 
portion of the cost of the scheme. This application is now under considera- 
tion, and it is to be hoped that the scheme will be shortly carried out. 

The Hon’ble Member has referred to the large sums of money spent for 
providing a Health Resort at Frasergunge. I would point out that most 
of the money spent there has been for the reclamation of the island, for 
purposes of colonization ; and it is hoped to attract cultivators who will till 
the lands to their own profit and that of Government. A small amount has 
been spent on the improvement of the Sea-front which, with its fine sea 
breezes and open sands, provides a far finer sanitarium than is possible at 
Diamond Harbour. Building sites are now available for Europeans and 
Indians, and 1 am sure that, if the Hon’ble Member will set the example and 
build himself a bungalow there, Frasergunge will soon become a popular 
sea-side health resort.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis said: — “ I will not detain the Council for 
long ; but I wish to notice a few suggestions and to meet some criticisms 
which have fallen from Hon’ble Members in the course of this debate, in res- 

E ect to Canals, Irrigation and Drainage. The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad 
as suggested that Government ^hould take in hand Irrigation from wells 
and from small streams on commercial lines, that is, as remunerative projects. 
Now* while I am entirely in sympathy with the Hon’ble Member in his 
desire for the extension of Irrigation, I do not think that Government 
Agency is required or is suitable for the class of works indicated. There is 
already an extensive use of wells in South Bihar, and tnere is also a large 
use of water stored in ahan or taken bv means of pyna from the smaller 
rivers. Such works are well within the competence of the land-owners and 
the cultivators, and it seems to me much better that they should develop 
them for themselves and without the intervention of the Executive 
Government. 

1 am the last to deny that there are certain defects or dangers inherent 
to Canal Irrigation. When, however, the Hon’ble Member says that in some 
localities lands irrigated by canal water are being irrirated by the deposit of silt, 
I must enter a protest, so far at all events as this Province is concerned. If 
there is one thing more than another that we take credit from in respect to the 
Bengal Canals, it is that they carry, during the rains, a silt that is finely 
divided alluvial matter of a very good quality. The deposit of this silt is 
of great value to the lands, and so far as my experienee extends, this is fully 
appreciated by the cultivators, 

“The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose and the Hon’ble Babu 
Radha Charan Pal desire, or at least I understand that they desire, that a more 
active policy may be pursued in respect to Drainage in the districts of the 
Presidency Division. 

“ 1 am not quite sure myself, and I have some doubts whether the Hon’ble 
Members themfielves are quite sure, what it is that they ask for. Sub-soil 
drainage 1 may, I thinu safely say, is under the condition of this tract of 
country, altogetW out of the question. By an effective system of suxface 



1908.] 


Th$ Bengal Financial Staiemsnt Jor 1908*09, 
[-Jfr. Inglis,'] 


167 


drainage, parts of the country might, as I said at this, time last year, be brought 
to the state in which we find the Calcutta Maidan. To do this, means giving 
up the cultivation of rice, and this, I take it, is not seriously contemplated by 
the Hon’ble Members. 

** There are no doubt a good may places where the drainage of swamp 
lands, for the benefit of agriculture, could be carried out as has been done in the 
past in the Howrah District at Damcooni near Howrah itself, and at Kajapore. 
For schemes, such as these, the Bengal Drainage Act provides, and the decision 
rests with the landholders. The schemes are for the economic benefit of 
particular tracts, and there does not appear to be any reason for the cost being 
met by the general tax-payer. 

For another class of works where it can be shown that the drainage will 
be benehcial to health, action can be taken under the Bengal Sanitary Drainage 
Act. In this case, the initiative rests with the District Board. The scheme, if 
accepted by the Board, is carried out at the cost of the owners and occupiers of 
lands, which are held to be beneficially efiected ; but, as the ecomonic benefit is 
more remote, grant-in-aid is permissible from general revenues, and the Act 
contemplates such assistance being given. The only scheme which has actually 
been accepted, so far under this Act, is that in the southern part of the 24-Par* 
ganas District, known as the Magra Hat Scheme, which is now in full progress, 
and which deals with a tract of 290 square miles, 

** Two other schemes of this nature are at present in the initial stage, that 
is, they are being considered by Drainage Uommissioners and the District 
Boards. Those schemes are for the country near Barasat in the district of the 
24 Pargauas, and for the tract of country near the head-quarters of the Jesiore 
District. 

Yet another class of scheme is, that where Municipal areas are mainly 
affected. One scheme of this nature, now under consideration, is that known 
as the Bag-Jolal Drainage. This will provide fur the surface drainage of a 
number of the small municipalities along the bank of the river to the north of 
Calcutta. The arrangement which has l^en come to, and which is 1 think an 
eminently fair one, is that Government will from Provincial Uevenues construct 
the main outfall channel, which will include a regulator admitting the water to 
the navigable canal now bt;ing constructed from Ulta-Danga to Bhamanghatti, 
and thence by means of a large sluice to the Salt-lake tidal Channel ; while the 
municipalities will construct the small drains leading to the outfall. 

A somewhat similar scheme is being worked out at Berhampur, in the 
Murshidabad District, where it is proposed that Government should construct an 
outfall channel, which will lower tlie level of the water in the largo dopresaions 
near the town ; and, in doing sa, will to some extent have the water in the 
sub-soil of the inhabited area. 

“ In schemes of the latter class, there is no difficulty about apportionment of 
cost. Government gives from Provincial Revenues a grant-in-aid to a munici- 
pality, and the Municipal area benefits all over and is assessed under the 
Municipal Act for its share of the cost. 

“ In respect to schemes for Agricultural Drainage, it is comparatively simple 
to determine the lands benefited ; though even here there is apt to be consiaor- 
able divergence of opinion as to the extent of the benefit. When, however, the 
question of improvement of health comes in it is to my mind an extremely 
difficult problem to say what the limits of the tract benefited are to be, or in 
what way the benefit can be established. 

‘‘As I said last year in this Council, it would appear ^that the general 
medical opinion is that the small holes and pits about the village-sites and the 
undergrowth, are of more importance in the matter of malarial fever than the 
obstructions in the water-courses, and the remedy to the former must 
originate within the village. 

“ I am afraid I have occupied too much of the time of the Council, but 
1 have thought it right to show that this very difficult question of Drainage 
continues to receive the attention of Government ; and jto point out that it is 
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Tery much easier to suggest drainage as a remedy, than it is to show exactly 
how the remedy is to be applied or how the expense is to be met. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari does not approve of the 
provision for an expenditure of Rs. 45,000 in altering one of tne bridges on 
the Circular Canal, to allow of an extension of the tramway to the north of the 
Canal. This extension has been asked for by the residents of the Cossiput* 
Chitpore Municipality and by others in that neighbourhood. The Tramway 
Company was not prepared to take up the extension, if more than a smul 
share of the cost of altering the bridge had to bo met by it ; and as the 
extension will, if carried out, be of much service to the public generally a 
grant from Provincial Revenues has been provided to meet what is a public 
want. 

“ The case of the proposed additional bridge at Chetla, over Tolly’s Nullah 
alluded to by the Hon’ble Member is, as I showed quite recently in answer to a 
question in Council, of a difficult character ; since Government was advised by 
responsible officers that there was very little public need for the additional 
bridge.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild said “ In dealing with the subjects 
belonging to the General and Judicial Departments, I propose to begin with 
the most important of all — Education. This is a subject on which almost all 
the llon’blo Members, who have spoken, have had something, some a very 
great deal, to say; and I trust, therefore, that I shall be pardoned if I do not 
follow them into the details of every point that has been raised. 

'• The total amount of the budget allotment for Education has been severely 
criticized in several quarters. The Government is perfectly ready to admit, as 
the Resolution on the recent Quinquennial report shows, that much more might 
advantageously bo spent on Education, than is at present possible. At the 
same time, as the Hon’ble Mr. Oldham has shown in his speech on the Financial 
Statement, expenditure on Education has risen from 26 lakhs to 42^ lakhs, 
between the years 1902-03 and 1906-07. Provincial expenditure must necessarily 
depend on the aniounts allotted by the Imperial Government, and I think it may 
be said, with some show of reason, that Bengal was not formerly treated with 
proper liberality, as regards grants for Educational purposes. Of late years, 
however, various large grants have been made from Imperial Funds); it is hoped 
that still larger grants are impending, and I do not think it can be said now 
that Government is unmindful of its duties in this behalf. It seems to me vain 
and unprofitable to compare the expenditure on Education in India, where 
taxation is kept as low as the absolute exigencies of the administration 
will permit, with that in countries where conditions are absolutely and funda- 
mentally different. 

“ To come to the various heads of expenditure. The Hon’ble Babn 
Jogendra Chandra Ghose complains that too much is being spent on Colleges; 
while the Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari considers that the sum 
allotted for Colleges is hopelessly inadequate. The former gentleman can 
hardly, 1 take it, intend to argue that Government should now repudiate 
the Universities Act and the University; and either leave Colleges to be 
disaffiliated wholesale or the University Regulations to be stultified and ignored. 
What the Goverament proposes to do is, to improve its own Colleges up to the" 
standard that will reasonably nfeet the requirements of the University, and to 
assist by liberal grants-in-aid such private Colleges as show a lond desire, 
combined with practical efforts, to roach the same standard. It is possible 
that we may not bo able to do all we could wish and all at once; but a practical 
standard is before us, and we shall do our best to secure its attainment. 

“ Before leaving this subject, I should like to say a word about the 
Presidency College. The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari has practi- 
cally accused the Government of breach of faith, in respect of the extension 
scheme, and talks of the Government being inviolably pWged and committed, 
by the proceedings of the Conference held at Belvedere on ^e 3rd of July last! 
Sir, I deprecate language of this nature ; it is obvious that any deoision of the 
Local Government must be subject to such approval of the higher authorities 
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M the rules may require, and must also be subject to financial exigencies. I 
am, howeTer, glad to be able to inform the Hon’ble Member that the Gorerzh 
ment of India hare sanctioned the expenditure, during the current year, of 
three lakhs of rupees, independently of budget provision, for the acquisition 
of land and for the commencement of the construction of a Physical Laboratory, 
in connection with the Presidency College. The land to be acquired Las 
been practically settled, and once this has been done, the notification of 
which the Hon^ble Member complains will be withdrawn, as regards the rest 
of the area; and what the Hon'ble Member describes as disturbance of 
ordinary and inalienable rights, but what has really only amounted to the 
curbing for a few months of possible desire on the part of proprietors for the 
improvement of their property, will be put an end to. 

To pass to Secondary Schools. I have little to say on this subject, beyond 
admitting that both, as regards the maintenance of Government schools and 
the grants<in>aid to private schools, enough has not been done in the 
past. It is in the schools that the character of boys is formed ; and the 
improvement of colleges can be of little practical value, until the standards and 
teaching in the schools have been correspondingly (raised. A comprehensive 
scheme for the improvement of all schools, of this class, has recently been 
elaborated after the most careful deliberation. Its carrying out will be a 
matter of very heavy expense, but there is every reason to hope that means 
will be found for bringing very great reforms into effect. 

“ As regards Primary Education, I may point out that this branch of educa- 
tion has, ever since the introduction of the Local Self-Government Act, been in 
the hands of District Boards, where these bodies exist. No portion of the expendi* 
ture, incurred by these bodies on Education, comes from tno District Funa, that 
is, from the Road Cess. The whole is met either by direct grants from Govern- 
ment or by the transfer to the Boards of revenue which were formerly provin* 
cial, such as Pounds and Ferries. I admit that I am unable to follow the facts 
and figures adduced by the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghoie, which have 
BO startled him and which show Rs. 2,19,000 spent on 50 million of people. 

As far as I have been able to ascertain, the total expenditure on Primary 
Education, according to the Budget, will not be veir far short of 20 l*kb« of 
rupees ; since, in addition to the direct expenditure from Provincial Funds by 
far the greater part of Rs. 11,59,000 spent on Educations by District Boardls 
comes under this head. Thd Rs. 1 ,89,000, over which the Hon’ble Member 
waxes indignant, is the grant for non board areas — only a very small fraction 
of the Province as a whiile. 1 may also mention that the latest available 
figures show that 244 boys are receiving Primair Education, out of every 
one thousand males of a school-going age. These figures prove, I think^ that 
the Hon’ble Member speaks unadvisedly, when be talks of fifty millions of 
people practically untouched by Education. 

Quo point, in particular, calls for remark. The argument that expendi- 
ture on ^liru-trainiDg schools is not, properly speakii^, expenditure on Primary 
Education. 1 may say that I cannot understand this argument coming from 
any one with a real acquaintance with the subject. The incompetence of the 
gurue has notoriously been the one great obstacle to the progress of Primary 
Education in the past. The guru is, to all intents and purposes, the proprietor 
of the village-school ; if he is competent, he draws pupils to him and gives them 
an education worth having ; if he is incom^tent, be reduces education in his 
village to a farce and by- word : and yet the Hon’blo Member argues that if you 
give him a cash grant-in-aid, you are helping the cause of Primary Education ; 
but if, instead, you give him training and make him a competent teacher at the 
expense of Government, you are not. 

With regard to Female Education, there is little to be said. Progress is 
undoubtedly slow ; but I must strenuously contest the assumption, that this is 
due to any unwillingness on the part of Government to pt^vide funds. The 
Government is, and always has been, ready to assist any scheme, by which 
Female Education seems likely to be forwarded. Model primary schools for 
girls have been and are being started, and schemes for training femab b ^ eb tfs 



170 


The Bengal Financial Slatemni for 1908-09. [4th April, 
[Mr. Sireatfeild\] 

are being carefully considered ; but the problem yet to be solved is how to 
induce women of the class required to come forward as teachers, and, above all 
things, how to persuade parents to send their girls to school. 

^‘As regards Muhammadan Education, 1 have only to notice that the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad has overlooked the fact that, besides 
Re. 1,080 for inspecting Maulvis and Rs. 3,420 for model muktaheyO, provision of 
Rs. 16,260 has been made in the Budget for grants-in-aid to muktabs. He has 
also over*Iooked the fact that, besides Rs. 1,200 for Muhammadan Female 
Education in Patna, a school for Muhammadan girls at Bhagalpur has been 
provided for in the Budget; the initial cost being Rs. 1,000 and the annual 
recurring cost Rs. 2,266. 

‘‘And now I come to the very difficult and very important question 
of Technical and Industrial Education. We are all fully alive to the immense 
importance of assisting the commercial development of the country ; but there is 
no branch of education in which there is greater scope for the fads and fetishes 
that the Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari deprecates, or in which it 
is more difficult to arrive at the business footing to which he aspires. The pro- 
posals of this Government, for the appointment of a Special Technical Adviser to 
Wovornment and for the opening of classes in Technological Chemistry have both 
been sent back by the higher authorities — the first, because the class of men wo 
want is almost impossible to find ; the second, because of doubts whether there is 
any real demand for the services of such students as the classes would turn out. 
I trust that these objections may be overcome ; but they afford illustrations of the 
difficulty of evolving practical scheraos and of persuading the liigher authorities 
that such schemes are practical, and not likely to end in an extravagant fiasco. 

“ While on this subject, I hope that the Hon^ble Babu Deba Prasad 
Sarbadhikari will forgive me if I suggest that hia proposals, for the opening of 
schools under the District Boards for weaving, carpentry and half-a-dozen other 
petty crafts, point rather to a laudable enthusiasm than to a profound knowledge 
of the subject. It is precisely schools of this kind with which experiments 
have been tried for many years past, and which have almost, without exception, 
proved abject failures. The difficulty of inducing those not accustomed to 
manual labour to take to it, or those accustomed to it to adopt new methods has 
hitherto proved an insuperable obstacle to success. The tendency noticed by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Larmour, of members of the Artisan class to bring their sons 
up to other employments, is also a melancholy fact which no training, unaccom- 
panied by a change in the prevailing motives and spirit, can alter. And, after 
all, excellent as the encouragement of Artisans is, it can do practically nothing 
towards the commercial regeneration of the country. What is primarily 
required is, such an expansion of the business instinct, leading to joint stoca 
industry, ns will afford remunerative careers for the educated members of the 
community, apart from Government service and clerkships. This can only come 
with the growth of a spirit of enterprise and of mutual trust ; and this again must 
be the outcome of a new spirit throughout the ordinary, or, to use the budget 
term which has puzzled the Hon’ble Member, ‘General^ schools, such as 
we hope will in due time result from the improvements now in contemplation. 
Technical or special schools may complete the good business man ; but the 
ordinary schools must form him. 

“Meanwhile, the Government will always consider with the greatest 
sympathy and will help, as far as circumstances permit, any scheme for the 
promotion of Technical and Industrial Education, which gives reasonable hope 
of practical success. Mr. J. G. Gumming is on special duty to bring the 
indnatrial survey of the Province up to date ; and there is reason to hope that 
his suggestions will prove of great value. I have already alluded to the delay 
in the schemes for tho appointment of a Technical Adviser to the Director of 
Public Instruction and for the opening of Technological Chemistry classes 
at Sibpur. The Weaving School at Serampore also remains unopened ; the 
Princijw appointed in England having, at the last moment, thrown up the 
appointment The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Qhose has made a 
serious grievance of the delay, in opening the graduate classes in Engineering at 
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Sil^mr. I find, hoveTer, that the University is not prepared to examina lor 
tbeae d^eea till 1911 ; and as a two gears’ coarse is involved, it is useless and 
impraeticable to start these olasm till 1909. The first intermediate examina- 
tion in Engineering will be held in 1909. This course was opened in 1907, and 
those who are now reading the course and who succeed in passing the examina- 
tion in 1909 will then be eligible to read the graduate course and not before. 


“ The Hon’ble Babu Gaiadhar Prasad once more urges that the Bihar 
School of Engineering should be raised to the status of a College. I regret that 
I can only repeat, what has ^n said before, that Gkivernment is not prepared 
to consider the question, until the transfer of the Sibpur College to Ranchi baa 
been completed and experience has shown how far the College on its new 
site will meet the requirements of Bihari students. 


“The details of the six lakhs, provided in the budget, for Technical 
Education, for which Hon’ble Members have asked, are as follows - 

Bs. 


Sibpar Oolleve ... ... 

Equipment for Sibpur College 
B and 0 olaasee in High Sohooli 
Osloutta School of Art 
Government Art Gallery ... 

Engineering and Survey Schools 
Industrial Schools 

Soholarships in Professional Colleges 
Ditto in the School of Art 
Ditto in Engineering and Survey Schools 


... a, *7, 700 

40,600 
10,000 
... 34,000 

' 1,000 
48,000 

... 12,000 

60,480 

... 900 

... 4,632 


Total ... 6,32,312 


Adding Rs. 35,000, for the Serampore Weaving School, the total comes to 
Rs, 5,65,312, or 6 lakhs in round numbers. 

“ On the subject of Educational Establishments, there is not much that I. 
need say. More than one Hon’blo Member has remarked unfavourably on the 
increase in the cost of the Directing and Inspecting Staff, as compared with 
the Teaching Staff. 1 must say I am surprised to find among the objectors the 
Hon’blo Babu Doha Prasad Sorbadhikari, who describes the condition of our 
aided schools as a lie, a falsehood, an immorality and a demoralizing scandal. 
T do not quarrel with his description ; the condition of our schools in the 
Mufassal is a scandal— and to put an end to the scandal a strong, competent 
and independent Inspecting Staff is an absolute necessity. The Hon’ble 
Member complains of insufficient grants-in-aid, and appears to think that such 
grants-in-aid should be made independently of the condition and the methods 
of work of the school. This, of course, is out of the question— the grants-in-aid 
to Secondary Schools have, in the past, certainly been small, and it is hoped to 
increase them very largely in the future ; but such increased help must be 
accompanied by closer inspection and strict insistence on a proper level of 
efficiency. 

“ At the same time, I can assure the Hon’ble Member that the /’l in'n" 
of the Teaching Staff have not been overlooked. A general scheme for the 
improvement of Secondary Education baa recently been elaborated which will 
if brought into effect, cause an immense improvement in the position of the 
Teaching Staff, both in Government and in private schools. Moreover, the 
whole question of position of members, both oi the Indian Educational Service 
and of the Provincial Educational Service, is under consideration. It is im- 
possible to say, at the present time, what the precise result will ; but it is 
not improbable that, as regards the Provincial Educational Service, the 
improvement will t^e something of the form suggested, sts., assimilatioa with 
the other Provincial Services. I can assure the Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada 
Ghosh, among other suggestions, that it is certain that the question of the 
promotion of selected members of the Provincial Educational mrvioe, to the 
higher service, will receive the most careful and sympathetic consideration. 

“As regards the inclusion of the cost of the Reformatory Schools in the 
Education Budget, I may inform the Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Barbadhikari 
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that these schools are now Educational Institutions, pure and simple ; the object 
of which is not the punishment of youthful criminals, but their reform by an 
intelligent system of training. They are entirely under the control oi the 
Director of Public Instruction and have nothing to do with the Jails or the 
Police. 

As to Text-Books, 1 can only say that the matter has been settled after 
most careful consideration by experts, and cannot now be re-opened. 

The frequent transfers between the Inspecting and the Teaching Staff, to 
which the Hon’ble Member alludes, is admittedly undesirable ; but has been 
inevitable, owing to the shortness of staff. There is reason to hope that, when 
the sanctioned staff is complete, these transfers will be reduced to a minimum. 

“ The purchase of the additional ground for a hostel and play-nound for 
the Darjeeling Zilla School was completed last year, and the expenaiture does 
not, therefore, appear in this year’s budget. 

1 have nothing more to say, Sir, on ’ the subject of Education, and must 
apologize for having detained the Council so long. 

The only other question, connected with the General Department with 
which I iiave to deal, is that of the inspection of the S^tic Tanks connected 
with the riparian factories, raised by the Hon’ble Rai Eashori Lai Goswami, 
Bahadur. This matter is receiving the attention of Government, and it is 
hoped that the regular inspection of these tanks, under the control of the Sani- 
tary Commissioner, will very shortly be arranged for. 

“As regards Judicial questions; the question of the reduction of Court- 
fees, in the Calcutta Small Cause Court, is receiving consideration ; and it is 
hoped that some relief will soon be granted. The question of Honorary 
Benches, in this Court, is one on which Government is not prepared to express 
an opinion at present. I am unable to follow the Hori’ble Babu Deba Prasad 
Sarbadhikari into all the details of his championship of the Judicial branch of 
the Provincial Civil Service. I can only say that the Government is fully 
aware that the Officers of this Service have genuine grievances ; that their case 
is receiving consideration, and that any reasonable proposals for the removal of 
hardships will always receive sympathetic attention. 1 must remind the 
Hon’ble Member, however, that several of the matters he alludes to fall within 
the province of the High Court, and that their discussion in this Council is 
altogether out of place. 

‘‘The Hon’blo Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose complains of the additional 
provision, for the remuneration of the Government Solicitor. It is only 
necessary to explain that the whole of the increase is met by a grant from 
Imperial Funds ; the only additional expense, imposed on the Local Govern- 
ment, being for the stationery and establishment of the Public Prosecutor, who 
is now separated from the Government Solicitor’s office. The Assistant Secre- 
tary in the Legislative Council has become necessary, owing to the transfer to 
the Legislative Department of tne work formerly done by the Government 
Solicitor. 

“ The Hon’blo Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari has alluded to the expendi- 
ture incurred on account of the new Presidency Jail, and has suggested, with 
regard to the removal of the old Jail, that the Government of Bengal was 
committed to this expenditure when the Victoria Memorial Scheme was inaugu- 
rated ; and that, therefore, the Memorial Funds ought to bear some portion of 
the cost. 1 may point out that the Hon’ble Member’s conclusions are based on 
a misapprehension of facta. The removal of the Presidency Jail, from its 
present site, was anyhow necesmry, and, though the foundation of the Victoria 
Memorial Hall may have led to its removal a year or two earlier than would 
otherwise have been the case, there is no justification for his suggestion that, 
but for the existence of the Victorio Memorial Hall, the removal need not have 
taken place. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Gaiadhar Prfisad once more complains of tlie inconve- 
nience caused to parties by toe late sittings of certain Judicial Officers. In this 
connection, I may say that, as long ago as 1873, it was laid down by Govern^ 
ment that ali officers were to take their seats at 11 a.m. The Government 
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consider it most important and desirable that this rule should bestiiotlj 
complied. with, and there is no reason to doubt that habituad unpunctualitj, on 
the part of any officer, would be promptly corrected, if brought to the notice of 
his immediate superior. At the same time, the work in some Courts, especially 
in Sub-divisions, is so heavy that it is impossible for the officer, even if he 
attends office at the prescribea hour, to dispose of the day’s work without 
sitting late ; and, in cases such as these, it is impossible for the Government to 
interfere with the full discretion of the officers concerned, to make such 
arrangements as may be necessary to prevent their work from falling into 
arrears.’’ 

The Hon’ble Mb. Gait said: — Your Honour— The bulk of the comments 
made by Hon’ble Members, regarding the branches of the Administration dealt 
with by the Chief Secretary, refer to the Police Department, and especially 
to the great increase in expenditure on that department wliich has taken 
place during the last three or four years. The comments which have been 
made are somewhat conflicting. One Uon’ble Meml)er frankly congratulates 
Government on having done so much to improve the Police Force. Others, 
while admitting the necossity for increased expenditure, express dissatisfaction 
with the results; or complain that the money has lieon spent without the 
public being taken into the (jonfidence of Government ; or that tlie present 
time, when famine is threatening, is not a suitable one for such expenditure. 
Others, again, appear to regard the increased expenditure us v\ holly uncalled- 
for. One Uon’ble Member asks ns if we (*,onsider the J^olice more valuable than 
Sanitation ; and another suggests that it would have been far better if we had 
devoted the money thus spent to Education. 'I'lie llon’blo Habu Jogendra 
Chandra Ghose seems to think that the ex}Kindituro has grown on account of 
what he describes as ‘rows by boys and iKiyish men who are taken too 
seriously by the Government and by the m^wspapc^rs.’ These comments, if 
I may venture to say so, indicate an imperfect appreciation of the facts and 
a curiously short memory. 

“The additional expenditure on Police is not being incurred haphazard, 
nor on account of the suppose d (‘xigencies of the moment; but in accordance 
with a settled scheme, based on the recommendathuis of tlu^ Police (k)rnTnission 
and approved by the Government of India. In the Keport of the I'olice 
Commission, it was shown that the state of the l^>liw^ was by no means 
satisfactory; that their standard of morality was low, and that briliory and 
corruption were common. The introduction of sweeping rofonns was held 
to be a matter of urgent administrative necessity. It was pointed out by 
the Police Commission that the remedy lay partly in obtaining a better class 
of men to investigate oflonces and in giving coiistabhis a living wage, 
wliich they had not got before; and partly in the Htnmgtlieniiig of the 
supervising staff. In accordance with these recommendations, it was decided 
to re-organize the cadre of SujierintendentH and Assistant Superintendents, 
and to create a new class of Deputy Superintendents, at a fetal annual C/Ost 
of four and a half lakhs. The number and pay of the Inspectors and 
Sub- Inspectors was to bo increased at a cost of nine lakhs, and that of 
Head Constables and Constables at a cost of ten lakhs, 1 'Ik* intention of 
Government to carry out these reforms was made public at the time and met 
with general approval There has lieen no secrecy about the matter. The 
increased expenditure, which has since been incurrcKi, has been increasf d simply 
in pursuance of the policy then laid down, and I can only conclude from 
the criticisms which we have heard to-day, either that the above facts have 
been forgotten, or that the necessity for reforming the Ihilice is no loiigi r 
so clearly recognized as it was a few years ago. I may mention here that 
considerably more than two-thirds of the additional expenditure has been 
provided by special assignments made for the purpose by the Government 
of India. 

“ With reference to the complaint of some Hon’ble Members, that the 
results of the expenditure are oisappoiiiting, I may point out that the 
improvement must necessarily be gradual jSew men can be introduced only 
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ai the old onei retire, and it will be many years before the pereonnel of tiie 
entire force has been changed. The old class of Superintendents of the 
Calcutta Police, for instance, cannot be replaced by officers of the Provincial 
Police Service, until they are, one by one, superannuated. Not only is 
the number of new men still comparatively small, but they are most of them 
holding junior appointments. 1 am glad to notice that the Hon’ble Babu Kali 
Pada Onosb aamits that some, at least, of the new Sub-Inspectors are of a 
class very much superior to that from which these officers were formerly re- 
cruited. The Hon’ble Memlier is certainly right on this point. The 
Inspector-General of Police reports that a noticeably better standard of work is 
already being obtained from tne officers appointed under the new system. I 
may add that much good is hoped from the creation of the new class of 
Deputy Superintendents, who will correspond in the Police Department to 
the Provincial Executive and Judicial Services. The men who have already 
been selected for these appointments are, on the whole, doing excellent work. 

Several Hon’ble &f embers have objected to the expenditure of two 
lakhs of rupees on the purchase of the Du£E College in Calcutta, for the accom- 
modation of certain police offices. The accommodation thus secured was 
urgently required. It has become increasingly difficult in Calcutta to obtain 
leases of houses for thanas. As the existing leases fall in, the owners enhance 
the rent. It was, therefore, proposed some time ago to acquire land for all 
the thanas in Calcutta. The idea was abandoned on account of the expense ; 
but the desirablity was recognized of taking any opportunity that might 
from time to time arise of purchasing suitable accommodation. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal has provided for our delectation 
various dishes which have, if at all, a very taint financial flavour; and 
I am not altogether surprised to find that amongst them he has served up 
King Charles’ Head— I mean the Calcutta Riots— and garnished it with the 
sauce of the ‘ Unofficial Commission,’ of which he was a member. I hope 
I may be pardoned by the Hon’ble Member, if I decline to enter into a fresh 
discussion of this matter. The inquiry made by Mr. Weston showed clearly that 
the riots commenced with deliberate and organized attacks on the Police by 
comparatively respectable persons; that superior officers of the force, both 
European and Indian, conducted themselves with propriety and did their 
utmost to cope with the situation, and that the great bulk of the rank and 
file were always under control. The only matter of controversy is as to the 
extent to which individual subordinate members of the force took advantage 
of the confusion caused by the rioters to commit, or abet the commission of, 
offences against the person and against property. This, as I say, is a matter 
of controversy. The number of definite charges which stood the test of cross- 
examination was exceedingly small. Most of those that were made broke 
down altogether, so far as the alleged complicity of the Police was concerned. 
The circumstances were such as to render it difficult alike to prove and to 
disprove such allegations; and the extent to which they were well-founded 
must always remain a matter of opinion. The fact remains that this is a 
comparatively minor issue. No one pretends that every Constable is an angel ; 
there are black sheep in every fold, and the natural result of the disorder, 
darkness and confusion, for which the Police were not responsible, was to rive 
the black sheep in the lower ranks of the Calcutta Police their oppo^nity. The 
number of these black sheep was probably small ; but disputes as to the exact 
number do not affect the main outstanding fact that the Police, as a body, 
behaved well under trying circumstances. 

The Hon’ble Member complains that, in Calcutta, Head Constables 
are still being sent out to investigate cases. I think there must be some 
misapprehension. Under standing orders, the investigation of all cases must 
be in the hands of an Inspector or Sub-Inspector* The Commissioner of 
Police assures me that this rule is duly observed. It was, however, never 
intended that the service of subordinate Police Office should not be utilized 
to collect iufopnation which has a bearing on a case under investiga- 
tion. They are constantly and necessarily deputed to collect information on 
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subsidiftiy points* Head Constables liaTo still to bo used in tbis way more 
free^ than is desirable, bs the full staff of Sub-Inspectors recommended by 
the rolice Commission, lias not yet been recruited fully trained; but the 

Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors are in all cases held directly responsible for the 
investigatiem of cases. Before a case goes to Court, the persons concerned in 
it, with the witnesses and exhibits, are taken before the Commissioner of l^lice 
and the facts are threshed out by him personally. Any serious dereliction 
of duty, on the part of the officer in charge of the case, would thus usually l» 
detected. No doubt, it occasionally happens that a subordinate officer is 
given work to do which his superior ought to do himself, but the Commissioner 
of Police is always on the alert to put a stop to abuses of this kind. 

“ The same Ilon’lJe Member refers wdth regret to the halcyon days when 
the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation was tlio head of the City Police. In 
those oavs, there w'as, lu^ says, close and intimate association between the Head 
of the Police and the leaders of tlu' ( Vmimunity ; and ‘ the Police treated people 
of all classes and sects with great forbearaiuuj, mildness courtesy and perfect 
civility.^ AVlule duly gruleliil to llu? Hon bio Member for attributing such an 
utopian state of affairs to any jieriod ot Jiritish Rule, 1 cannot help feeling 
that his glowing tribute to the past perft'ctions of the I olico is due to liis 
having had but little personal accpiaintunce witli tlu' old state of things. I 
may remind the llon’blo Menila^r that, originally, tlu^ office of Chaiiman 
was sepurat(^, as it is now', fi'oni that of C\)inniissioner of 1 olice. 1 ho functions 
were united in 1804, with the object of strengthening the bands of tho 
Chairman and giving liiin greater (jxecutive authority tluin lit* had previously 
possessed. KxjKnienoe, how'cvrr, showed that the ('hairman had not suflicieut 
time to devote to his police duties. The direct control of tho Police seen 
passed into tho hands of the Deputy (Commissioner. The nominal res|)on- 
sibility was wdth one officcir ; while the power was with amdher. Plio 
arrangi'riK'iit prov( 5 1 most um^atisfactory ; and it was, tlierefon*, after full 
consid"(uation, abandoiu'd and the old SNstem was nwoited to. J do not think 
any one lias ever hud reason to complain of the change, or of inacceHsihility, 
or want ot courlesv, on tlui jiart of the officers who have ludd tlm post of 
Coniniissioiior of iNdicc;, since the office was separated from that of 
CLaiiiiiaii. 

“The next rouiiihiiiil of the Ilon’hlc Miiniher Ib, ro<;ni(linfr tho uiiBiiitahle 
chai'ftcter (>f 8t)iue of the rooiiiH lu tlie t ulouttii PoIkhj (/<>uTt, Hero, 1 oru 
fail] to admit, lie is on firmor t^rouiid. 'I'ho iioceBsily for providiiif,' better 

accommodiit ion, for oertaiii (.^mrtH, huB loiif; been roeo(;iiize'i. A Boheitie was 

f irepared three years a^o for the exteiinion and iinprovemeiit of the Central 
*olicc Station and I’olice (!ourt, hut the cHtimated <'OHt wan 4 .) lukhw of rupees. 
It waB imjBiBBihlc to provide llnH larj^o Bum ; and the project wub, (liereforc, 
dropped. The Child IVeBideney Mu{,dBtrule has recently k;cn infonned 
that, if he can BU|r<;e8t improvi ments on a more reasonahle scale, tho matter 
will be 8yt)ipalhelically coimidcred. 

“ 1 do not propone to reply at lcn<,Hh to tlio remarks made by tlie Ifoii'hle 
Member, rcfrardiii'? the dintribution of woik kitween Slipendiury and Honorary 
Magistraten'/ as I dealt with this matter fully last year. It will sufliee to Btiv 
th^ while it is admitted that Honorary Mugist rates have rendered, and Btill 
render, valuable seivices to Govenimcnt and to the Tiihlic, there is no doubt 
that they are not the best agency for the trial of intricule caneB, wliieh cannot 
be disposed of at a single sitting. It is, for this reason, that they have been 
relieved of the necofisity of trying hucIi cosch. Tho result ie, that they are 
disposed of with greater despatch than was ever attained under the old 
^btem. 

“I note, with much satisfaction, that the Ilon’ble Mabu Heba I'ra.ad 
Sarbadliikaii approves of tho action which is being taken by this fiovernnient, 
in order to develop tlie Sea fisheries of the Iky of Ih ngal. Wo hear a great 
deal of what arc supposed to he our mistako.s, hut it is seldom that any one 
refers to the other side of the sliield. 'I'he in()uiries regarding the l-'ishcriee 
of the Province, which are now being made, cannot fail to have the most 
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beneficial reflults. Of this, there is not the slightest doubt. The admirable 
reports, recently submitted by Mr. Gupta, show that there are immense 
possibilities in the way of increasing and developing our existing fish supply. 
This is a matter of the ^oatest importance in a country like Bengal, 
where such a large proportion of the population are dependent on a fish 
diet. Unfortunately for our fisheries Mr. Gupta is no longer available^ to 
continue the investigation ; but it is to be hoped that his successor will bring 
to a satisfactory conclusion the work which ne so ably began. Mr. Gupta 
has shown what is needed in the way of definite action and further 
investimtion ; and it remains for Mr. Ahmad to work earnestly and persistently 
along the lines thus indicated. 

‘‘I am glad also to notice the Hon’ble Member’s commendation of the 
action which Government has already taken in the recent amendment of the 
Calcutta Police Act. l^he Committee appointed, by Your Honour, to consider 
another aspect of the same difficult question has recently submitted its report ; 
and I hope that the necessary action will not be long delayed. 

The Hon’ble Member points out that the partition of the Provincial 
Judicial Service in Bengal and the new Province would be injurious to the 
interests of those Members of the Service who are posted to Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, unless special consideration is shown them. I can assure him that this 
point has not been overlooked. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose, in his remarks regarding 
the abolition of the Statutory Civil Service, is referring to very ancient Mstory. 
The decision to abolish that Service was arrived at nearly twenty years ago, 
in consequence of the recommendations made by the Public Service Commis- 
sion. The appointments of Magistrate and Collector and District and Sessions 
Judge, formerly held by Members of the Statutory Service, are now held by 
Officers promoted from the Provincial Executive and Judicial Services. The 
Hon’ble Member’s remarks, on the subject of Police expenditure, have already 
been dealt with. 

“The Hon’ble Mr. Sutherland asks whether it is necessary, in the present 
state of our finances, to spend money on an Agricultural College at Sabaur, in 
view of the fact that Pusa is situated within the limits of iliis Province? I 
may explain that the work contemplated at the two Colleges is of a very 
different character. Pusa is an Imperial Research Station, where higher post- 
graduate training in Agricultural Science will be undertaken for the whole of 
India. The institution does not provide for elementary training in Agriculture. 
iSach Province is expected to supply its own elementary teaching, and to 
arrange for the training of its own subordinate Agricultural Staff. This 
Agricultural Staff is needed in order to bring home to the agriculturists the 
improvements and developments which our experiments and inquiries may 
show to be practicable, and to impart to them the knowledge which they wiu 
gain at the College. 

“ The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lai Goswami, Bahadur, refers to the importance 
of disseminating agricultural information amongst the masses of the people, 
and makes several suggestions of a practical nature. The Agricultural Depart- 
ment in Bengal is still in its infancy ; but I may inform the Hon’ble Member 
that the scheme, for its organization, includes provision for a demonstration farm 
in each district and a large experimental station in each Division. There is 
already an Inspector of Agriculture, attached to each Divisional Agricultural 
Association. His services are at the disposal of the District Associations, and 
can be made use of by the gentlemen belonging to these Associations, who are 
interested in agriculture and wish to obtain his assistance or advice. The 
g^eat difficulty at present felt is the want of suitable men for appointments of 
this kind. A scheme has been prepared for the organization of a trained 
Agricultural Service, but it has not yet been sanctioned; and^ in any case, it can 
only be introduced gradually, as suitable men are trained u{^ It is no use 
appointing men who do not possess the necessary qualifications. The Govem- 
ment sympathises moat fully with all that the Hon’ble Member has said 
regarding the immense importance of doing everything possible to foster 
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tgriottltore. The progress is certainly slow, but I claim that it is steady. The 
Boggeatioxis which the fion'ble Member has made will be oommunicated to the 
Director of Agriculture, by whom they will be fully and carefully considered. 

** The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar PraFad asks Government to provide big 
weUs, with water-lifting macliines, for irrigation purposes. Tlio Hon’ble 
Mr. Inglis has explained how impossible it is for the Irrigation Department to 
attempt to provide well-irrigation. The matter is essentially one for the people 
themselves. I may remind the Hon’ble Member that Oovernment does all 
in its power to encourage this form of irrigation, by making liberal Ukaei 
advances. I think, I may safely say, that no raiyat who wishes to make a 
well, and can give the necessary security, is ever refused a loan for the 
purpose. As a further encouragement to the people, steps are being taken to 
provide an expert Well.borer. An Overseer of the Public Works Department 
nas been selected for this post and is now being trained in the United Provinces. 
He is expected to join at Bankipur some time this month. Ho will be given 
twelve assistants. His services will be available to make trial borings wherever 
desired, and to give expert advice to the people concerning the sinking and 
construction of wells. 

^*The Hon’ble Maharaja of Burdwan asks Government to legislate with a 
view to the protection of Pasture Lands. This is a very thorny question. 
The greater part of Be ngal is permanently-settled, aud it would bo difficult to 
interfere with the discretion of tne zamindars in such a matter. The feasibility 
of taking action of some kind has been considered on various occasions ; but 
the idea has always been dropped. In the temporarily-settled parts of Orissa, 
however, lands have been set apart for grazing purposes in each village; and 
orders have been passed that these lands are not to bo appropriated for other 
purposes. Similar measures have been taken in the principal Government 
Estates, e g , those of Palamau and the Kolhan. 

‘‘ The Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad complains that a provi- 
sion of only Rs. 1,50,000 has been made for expenditure on Famine Relief in 
the year 1908-1909, and expresses the opinion that this amount is not sufficient, 
A similar opinion is expressed by the Hon’ble Babu Giijadhar Prasad. 1 may 
explain that the figure quoted, by the Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur, represents only 
the sliare which tliis Government will have to bear. The total expenditure on 
Famine Relief next year, is estimated at ten lakhs of rupees. Under tlie arrange- 
ments recentW made by the Government of India, the bulk of it will be debited 
to Imperial Funds. 1 may add that the ten lakhs above mentioned have been 
allotted for actual Famine Relief. In addition, provision has boon made for 
Agricultural and Land Improvement Loans, up to a total of 22 lakhs. Pro- 
vision has also been made for suspensions of land-revenue in Government 
Estates, aggregating Rs. 2,75,0t 0. It is hoped that the provision thus made 
will be adequate. 

“ Our latest information goes to show that there has been a general im- 
provement in the Agricultural situation, since the estimates were last revised. 
Hazaribaghis the only district in which the situation seems to have changed for 
the worse. The forecast of the rabi crops, which is prepared after local inquiry 
in each district and thana in the Province, shows that the total area under rabi 
is about three quarters of the average, and that about 70 per cent, of the normal 
outturn may be expected. The outturn is estimated at less than half the 
average only in three districts of the Presidency Division. 

The mango crop, which is of much importance in a year of scarcity, is 
promising well ; aud so also is the mahua on which the aboriginal tribes in and 
around Chota Nagpur so greatly depend, even in ordinary years. Gratuitous 
relief or test works, or both, have been started in seven districts and the opera- 
tions may extend to one or two other districts later on. A peculiar feature of 
the present situation is, the way in which the ordinary demand for labour is 
being maintained. Difficulty is being experienced, in some parts, in getting the 
labour required for ordinary road-repairs at the usual rates. This is due 
largely to the great industrial development which has taken place in Calcutta 
and the neighbourhood, and in the coal-mines of Jberia and Reniganj. The 
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reflult is, that in many part* the test works which have been opened have been 
very poorly attended. The able-bodied have gone elsewhere, leaving their 
dependants more or less unprovided for. The number of persona attending 
test-works does not afEord the same index to the distress which exists, as it did 
on former occasions ; and we find ourselves obliged to given gratuitous relief on 
a scale quite out of proportion to that indicated by the attendance of labourers 
on test-works. Government aid, however, is unable to touch many of those 
who are suffering most from the present high prices — I moan the respectable 
poor who will not accept State relief ; and who, if they are to be helped at 
all, must bo helped by non-official agency. It is to bo hoped, for their sakes, 
that tlie charitable public will contril)uto freely to the Famine Fund, which has 
recently been opened by Ilia Excellency the Viceroy.’’ 

The Hon’blo Mb. Macphkeson said: — Several Hon^ble Members have 
drawn attention to tho increase in receipts from Income-tax. Two Hon’ble 
Members say that assossing officers in thoir zeal to show improvements of 
collections, over those of preceding years, cause hardship to assessees. 

In reply, I would say that the increase in receipts last year and estimated 
for the now year is duo to (extended facilities of communication and rapid growth 
of trade and commercial prosperity, chiefly in the City of Calcutta, where 
two-thirds of the tax realized in the Province are collected ; and especially to 
the prosperity of tho juio and coal businesses and tho banking business. It is 
concoded that assessors are sometimes over-zealous in assessment; but, as far as 
the Board of Revenue can judge, there is improvement in this matter and 
diminishing cause for objections. 

With regard to the suggestion made by an Ilon’blo Member to tho effect 
tliat Residential Houses should bo exempted from Income-tax, I can only at 
present suy that this question was much discussed in tho Imperial Council, when 
the present law was enacted. Section 24 of tho Act of 18S6 declares that, a 
building occupied by its owmers shall bo deemed a source of income ; and 
assessment of such a house is required at ftbs of the gross annual rent at \vhich 
it may be reasonably expected to let. I take it that a dwelling-house is lu ld to 
bo a source of income, because it saves the person dwelling therein from 
payment of house-rent. 

*^Tho Ilon’blo Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose draws attention to llio fines 
imposed for illicit manufacture of Salt, and asks that such fines may be 
separately shown in tho Budget. Ho says that tho Salt Laws are oppres- 
sively enforced on the sea-coasts of Bengal and Orissa, and tliat people would 
be glad to pay an additional Cess, if they might bo allowed to manufacture 
salt for their own consumption from the sea-water at their doors. The fines, 
for illicit manufacture, are shown in tho Annual Adiiiiuislration Reports on 
Salt. In PJ05-190tb the fines and forfeitures imposed under tho Salt Laws 
in tho Soa-const districts amounted to Rs. 1,191, and in 1996-1907 to Ks. 1,'191, 
levied from 198 convicted persons. riieso wero not heavjT- punishments. 

“ With regard to the question of permitting manufacture for home con- 
sumption, the Hon’blo Member put a question in this Council last year an I he 
has put anotlier question today. I have nothing to add to the two answers 
which have been given on this subject, except to say that 1 have had no infor- 
mation and no complaint that the Salt Laws are harshly administered on our 
coasts. 

“ Under the head of ‘ Excise ’ the Uon’ble Babu Gajaduar Prasad deplores 
the fact that Government is under tlie necessity of accepting revenue from the 
liquor traffic. To this it must be answered (hat, short of prohibition, the most 
etfectivo check of consumption of drink and drugs is tho levy of a large duty, 
such as will increase the cost of tho drink, or the drug, to tho consumer. It is 
in this view, that all civilized nations impose a tax on liquors. The increase of 
excise revenue in Bengal, to which several speakers have drawn attention, is 
due not only to increasing population, opening up of the country by communi- 
cations, greater employment of labour in the jute, coal, lac and mica businesses 
and higher wuge^, but also to more efficient excise cstiblishments, tho lepression 
of illicit practices and consequent increase of illicit consumption and enhanced 
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taxation by duty and license fees. The still-head duty on liqnor hai been 
incteued in many districts of the ProTince, and will be raised this year in 
Calcutta to Rs. 5-10 for a London-proof gallon, the highest rate yet imposed. 
The duty on excise opium has been enhanced in the Orissa districts, and a 
uniform rate of duty is now levied on all kinds of ganja. 

“ Next, as to the action taken in removal of liquor shops from objection- 
able sites. An Hon’ble Member has said that there has been lamentable 
disregard of the avowed policy of Qovernment in this respect. Much, 
however, has been recently done in the direction indicated, and it has been 
laid down that when a liquor shop has been removed, on acconnt of objections 
and afterwards a market or public institution is established near the new 
site, the liquor shop must again be removed, if neceuary. 

“The Hon’ble Member, who represents the Municipalities in Chota 
Nagpur and Orissa, asked whether any outstills had been removed from 
objectionable sites in districts of Chota Nagpur, other than Manbhum ? The 
answer is, that, in Hazaribagh last year, 12 outetills near markets were removed, 
and this year SIO more are to be moved. In Ranchi last year, 23 outstills were 
moved, and one was abolished ; and this year 32 outstilk are to bo moved and 
7 have been abolished. A distillery area is to be established this year in 
Ranchi. In Palamau and Singhbhum, smaller reductions have been made. 
Outride the Chota Nagpur Division, I need only refer to the district of 
Sambalpur, where last year the number of outstilk, including branch shops, 
was reduc^ by 40 shops ; it is to be further decreased this year by 20 shops. 
These figures will suffice to show that earnest ofBcers have made real efforts 
to carry out the Government policy of decreasing temptations of strong drink. 

“As an instance of the continuous efforts made to reduce the number of 
liquor shops, I would again cite the case of the Ranchi District. The Board 
recently reported to Government that in tbk district, which formerly included 
Palamau, there were 35 years ago three times as many outstilk as there are at 
present. The Excise Revenue was then only one-eighth of the present revenue. 
We do not say tliat there has not been increase of consumption of liquor 
in Ranchi ; but it has been in spite of the reduction of the number of liquor 
shops and in spite of increased taxation of liquor. 

“The contract distillery system was extended during last year to ten 
districts and is now in force in 18 of the 34 districts of the Province. The 
introduction of this system has involved the abolition of 242 outstills. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad would provide that no intoxicating 
liquor or drug should be sold to women, or to children under the ago of 16 
years. The Indian Excise Committee recommended, and the Government of 
India agreed, that there should be no general prohibition of sale to women. 
Prohibition of sale to women in shops might result in worse expedients, or in 
use of worse intoxicants. It is proposed, however, to take power to prohibit 
sales to particular classes of persons in special areas. The sale to children, below 
12, (1) of liquor at outstilk and (2) of opium, has long been prohibited in Bengal ; 
and last year the prohibition was extended to all sales of liquor and drugs to 
children under 14 years. Fourteen years is the limit of ago which has been 
commonly accepted as appropriate ; though some temperance advocates would 
go so far as to prohibit sale to persons under 21. 

“ The Hon’blo Babu Gajadhar Prasad says that it is strange that a rate 
has not been fixed by Government for the sale of liquor by the shop keeper?, 
and that Government should at least fix the minimum price of the liquor to 
be sold at the shops. This is a diflBcult subject which has been much di-scussed. 
Maximum prices for liquor have been fixed for all contract distillery areas and 
for some of the rural distillery areas in Bihar and the Sonthal Parganas. This 
step has been held to be necessary, to prevent development of monopoly prices. 
Minimum prices for liquor were in force for some years, both in the case of 
distillery spirit and ontstill spirit, but the arrangoment was abolished on 
the ground that it involved excessive interference and that it could not be 
rfSciently carried out. The Indian Excise Committee have reported in favour 
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of minimum prices and the Government of India recommend that minimam 
prices should be prescribed in distillery areas, in order to prevent reckless 
competition and to deter shop-keepers from undue efforts to clear off stocks 
towards the close of the currency of their licenses. The Board of Revenue 
have just received proposals on this subject from the Excise Commissioner. 

“ The same Hon’ble Member has said that he does not see how Government 
can reasonably oppose the pinciple of local option. Since the discussion of 
1904, to which the Hon’ble Member has referred, the Indian Excise Committee 
of 1905-06 have reiterated the opinion that local option, in the sense in which 
the term is generally understood, is impracticable in India ; and the Govern- 
ment of India have added that it is impossible for Government to lay aside its 
respoDsibilitios for fixing, whether by itself or through its officers, the number 
and sites of liquor shops. The Government, however, will be glad to see 
local opinion consulted more systematically and reported more definitely than 
at present. This subject is dealt with in the Bengal Excise Bill. 

** The Hon’blo Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadliikari says that the public are 
looking for some pronouncement, regarding the Bengal Excise Bill. I may be 
permitted to state that, on receipt last year of the criticisms of the Indian 
Excise Committee on the Bengal Bill of 1904, a revised Bill was prepared and 
submitted to the Government of India last January. The orders of the 
Government of India are awaited. 

The same Ilon’ble Member refers to the recent inquiry of the Committee 
appointed to inquire into licensing of liquor shops in Calcutta, and he states 
that the evidence placed before this Committee revealed the unsatisfactory 
character of the present Excise Administration. He says that excessive 
facilities for drinking are given in Calcutta, on no apparent principle and 
without local consideration. 1 have to state that the report of the Calcutta 
Committee, on the licensing of liquor shops in Calcutta, has been recently 
submitted to Your Honour’s Government; and I am in hopes that Your 
Honour will be in a position to pass orders on it within a few days and to give 
effect to some valuable suggestions which it contains. In anticipation of Your 
Honour’s orders, I may say that the Excise Authorities in Calcutta may, at 
least, take credit for the fact that there are fewer country spirit shops in this 
City than in the other great Cities of India ; and also for tho fact that, so far 
from any increase having been made in the number of country spirit shops, 
Calcutta proper has to-day fewer such shops than it had 40 years ago, in spite 
of the large increase of population.’' 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham said : — With your permission, Sir, I would like 
to thank the Hon’ble Members for the manner in which they have received this 
‘ adversity ’ budget, as one has called it, and for many suggestions so frankly 
expressed. One of tho most gratifying features, periiaps, of to-day’s debate is 
that despite tho groat length of some of the speeches, the vehemence of another, 
and the numerous criticisms made in regard to minor matters, no really 
serious objection has been raised to the budget estimates laid on the table a 
fortnight ago. While most of the Hon’ble Members have very kindly sym- 
pathised with me in having no surplus funds to distribute and in naving, on the 
contrary, to face a situation requiring rigid economy and vigorous retrench- 
ment where possible, several of them, when strongly advocating measures 
involving increased expenditure, appear to have overlooked for the moment the 
reasons that prompted the expression of condolence. 

“ Most of the questions raised have already been dealt with by my Hon’ble 
colleagues. It will be convenient, perhaps, at this late hour, if I deal in the 
fewest possible words with the remaining points which concern more exclusively 
the departments under my administotive control, subject by subject, and not 
according to tlio order in which the several gentlemen have spoken. 

“ In the first place, several Members have referred to the form in which 
the Financial Statement has been presented : some appear to be satisfied with 
it ; others disappointed that the form has not been altered. The Hon’ble 
Babus Radha Uharan Pal and Kali Pada Ghosh seem from their remarks 



190&] 


181 


The Bengal Finamal Statmeni far 1908-09. 

[Afr. OldhamJ] 

to have had some difficulty in understand ini? itH arrangement. 1 am 
8ony I am unable to accept the responsibility for this. Had they 
appfied to me, I would have been most pleas^ to explain any point 
to them. I must, however, make it clear to the Hon'blo Members that 
the form in which the accounts are presented does not depend upon the 
caprice of the Financial Secretary : the forn] is laid down by higher aiithoiity. 
The Hon’ble Members will readily understand that it is most essential in 
respect of accounts that a uniform system should be adopted for all Pro- 
vinces. One HonUdo Member has made some pertinent observations on the 
form in which the Education figures are shown. The inconvenience of the 
arrangement had attracted our attention when compiling information for 
another Member; and 1 shall take the matter up during the citrrent year and 
see if the Controller-General will agree to certain proposals which will, 
perhaps, make for convenience of consideration. It would probably be helpful, 
for instance, if the exjx'iiditurc on primary, secondary, higher and technical 
education were separately classed. 

In reply to one of the points raised by the Uon’blo Babu Deba Prasad 
Sarbadliikari, I would point out that when a grant is made by the Imperial 
Government to Provincial, it beconies merged in the Provincial funds, and 
there is notliing incorrect in wliat was said by me on the 2l8t ultimo, us ho seems 
to suppose. The system of showing under the Education head exj>ondituro 
falling under ^ Local ’ separntidy from expenditure under ‘ Provincial ’ is u 
custom that has been follow ed fer many years, as he will see by roforence 
to previous Financial Statements. 'J'lie complaint, however, which thisllon’ble 
Member has made towards the end of his speech that he is unable to under- 
stand why Budget provision should be made for what has already been 
decided upon and ordered is one that I find it more difficult to deal with, ns 
coming from a gentleman who has made an elaborate criticism of the Financial 
Statement. The fact that a vessel has been already ordered and that it is 
on its way out does not, unfortunately, absolve the purchaser from the res- 
ponsibility of paying for it ! 

Tlio Ilon’blo tlio Kavvab Bahadur has expressed surprise that the 
receipts under Land-revenue have been estimated at five lakhs more than the 
figures shown in the revised estimate for 1907-08. The estimate of gross 
receipts, however, includes recoveries on account of the cost of surveys. 
Moreover, there has been a considerable d(*crea 80 in the revised estimate for 
1907-08, owing to suspensions and remissiona. The net result is that the 
estimate shows au increase of only Us. 18,000 over tlie actuals of 1900-07. 

One of the most remarkable features of the remarks made by certain 
Hon^ble Members to-day is that while on ono hand they are clamorous for 
largely increased expenditure on certain objects which tliey have particularly 
at heart, they equally strongly deprecate increase of inoouio under wliat are 
some of our main expandable heads of revenue. If increase in receipts is to 
be checked, expenditure cannot rise. In view of certain of the remarks made 
more especially in regard to Education, I may be excused, thoti, Sir, if I 
mention that the Financial Secretary has to consider th(^ income and 
expenditure of the Province as a whole ; and if any one department proposes 
80 large an increase of expenditure that, if accepted, it would involve curtail- 
ing the ordinary and essential expenditure of other departments, it is the 
duty of the Financial Department to press for a more equitable distribution. 

I have explained on a previous occasion that Education, in view of 
the very considerations which have been iterated to-day, has already 
received, and is receiving, exceptional treatment as compared with other 
departments. 

The Hon’ble Member of the Board has dealt with the remarks made in 
respect of Excise and Salt. The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur and also some 
other Hon’ble Members appear to be under a wrong impression as regards the 
effect of the Budget estimates under assessed taxes on the work of the local 
officers; and as the fallacy underlying the remarks mi^bt, if unchallenged, give 
rise to serious misconception, I ought, 1 think, to point out that the remarks 
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made in thia connexion are evidently due to a complete j' 

Th(; local officers do not even know what the Government estimates for their 
districts are. The Government estimate of receipts is made up for the ro- 
vinco us a whole, and is not split up district by district. As a matter of fnd, 

the estimates being cautiously framed are p ® „ 

actual receipts, so that if the local officers were influenced at all by 

ment estimate, this influence would be in the direction of making them keep 

down rather than raise receipts. Your Honour’s Oouned will, no doubt, have 
observed how very anxious certain of tlie Hon’ble Members are to throw the 
whole responsibility of any increase in the receipts from this upo“ ^ 

shoulders of the assessing officers: there is no hint of a suggestion that pertaps 
the circumstances of some of the assessees might have actually improved. 1 hey 
start apparently with the assumption that this is not possib e ; how far such an 
assumption is correct will be known to those Members of this Council who have 
served most of their time in the districts. 

“Several Hon’ble Members have recommended the extension of the grant 
of compensation for dearness of provisions to officers drawing pay of more 
than Ks. ;i0 per mensem. So far the Government of India have only authorized 
us to grant compensation up to this limit. The question is really one of funds. 
As it is, the expenditure on this account, with the existing limit, has been so 
heavy as to seriously cripple the provincial resources, and the Governinent of 
India have been unable hitherto to hold out any promise of assistance in this 
direction. This Government has not been deaf to the suggestions made in 
this conni ction ; and tlie possibility of extending the limit wheii the I r^'ucial 
finances are in a bettor position will not be lost sight of. 1 he Hon e 
Members have, no doubt, noticed in last week’s Gazette of India tne statement 
made in reply to a remark made by Your Honour on this subject by the lion ble 
Finance Member in His excellency’s Council, which were not I think, pub- 
lished at the time in the daily papers. ’I'lio lion ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh has 
expressed disappointment that the provision made for the current year is less 
than the revised estimate for last year. I may say in regard to this that the 
allowances for the last quarter of 1906-07 were in some cases not drawn during 
that year, and thus swelled the figures for 1907-08. 

“Many of the Hon’ble Members have referred to the question of expendi- 
ture on sanitary imiirovements, chiefly in connection with the promised grant 
of 4> lakhs from the Imperial Government. No separate orders have yet 
boon* received from the Government of India in regard to the manner in 
which this grant is to be spent, and therefore no definite scheme has yet been 
drawn up as to how the money should be allotted ; but it will be seen from the 
remarks made by the Hon’ble Finance Member in the Imperial I inauciai 
Statement that it is intended that ihe money should be devoted to ^nitary 
measures with special reference to the prevention of plague. The Govern- 
ment has done much of recent years to assist local bodies in undertatang 
measures of sanitary improvement. The resources of District Boards have 
also been largely augmented by grants equivalent to about 25 per cent. 
of the collections from the Public Work Cess; and these bodies may properly 
be expected to devote a portion of this income to local sanitation. As stated 
in this room on a recent occasion, the Government of India have also accorded 
their sanctien to the introduction in this Council of certain provisions relatang 
to sanitation in the Bill to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Art. 
These provisions, if passed, will give local committees power to undeiwe 
works of sanitation and to raise funds for the purpose by permissive local 

taxation. 

“ Rather than agree in the remark of the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur as 
to the inadequacy of the grant made by the Imperial Government, I think we 
should welcome the assignment as a very generous one in view of the existing 
famine conditions. The grant, I may say for the ii^onnation of this ^d 
other Hon’ble Members, is a recurring one. Ihe Hon ble Babu Kadta 
Charan Pal has seized the opportunity to claim a portion of the ^ant for the 
Calcutta Corporation. As I have already stated, nothing can yet be said as to 
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how the money will be allotted ; but I may point out that while the average 
annual death rate /»«• ini/M from plague during the past five years ha* been 
only 6*24 in Calcutta, it has ranged between 20 and 26 j>er mille in several of 
the large towns in the Patna and Bhagalpur Divisions, whore the local autho* 
rities have not the same means to carry out measures of prevention and protec- 
tion. To the Hon’ble Itai Bahadur Kishori Lai Goswami’s demand for a large 
share towards a filtered water-supply installation for the riparian municipali- 
ties, a somewhat similar reply must be given at present : the Hon'blo Member 
perhaps does not fully realize the enormous cost that such a coiuprobonsive 
scheme would involve. Several Hon’ble Members have urged tlu' imjiortance 
of taking action towards the prevention of the spread of malaria. Government 
is in full sympathy with then) in this matter. 'IVo important proposals wore 
made by the special Drainage Committee, vt:., (1) the appointment of special 
officers to conduct inquiry of a systematic and organized character into the 
prevalence of malaria and the conditions governing the distribution of the 
disease that may afford a basis for remedial action, and (2) the creatioii of a 
special engineering division, charged with the examination of the drainage 
conditions of spotified areas and the preparation of projects for their improve- 
ment where necessary. A reference was made to the Government of India on 
both these points. That Government have approved of the first proposal, 
but they have been unable so far to provide an Indian Medical Service Officer 
for the purpose. As to the second proposal, orders have not vet liocn received. 
In the hope, however, that both the projects will lie started during the current 
year a provision of Ks. 30,000 has been made in the budget. Certain otin r 
minor proposals of the Committee are also being given effect to. A sum of 
Ks. 10,000 has, furtlier, been provided for the continuance of the special anti- 
malarial measures whicli are being carried out at Rnnaghat, North Barrackpore 
and Mahespur. Stops have also been taken for the wider distribution of quinine 
as a preventive for malaria. 

“ The Hon’blo Babu Gajadhar Prasad has again raised the question of a 
scheme for water-supply at Patna. The answer given only the other day to a 
question on tliis subject put by him in this Council stated the facts correctly. 
The report referred to by him is in the possession of Government. The most 
recent estimate which has been framed by the professional advise to Government 
in these matters amounts, as already statea, to about Ks. 20,00,000, and the 
maintenance charges have been estimated at lis. 40,000 per annum. I may, 
perhaps, remind the Hon’ble Member, in this connection, of the question of the 
installation of another pumping station in that city. Although Government 
has provided an allotment of Ks. 50,000, and the Maharaja Baliadur of Dar- 
bhanga has generously promised another Ks. 50,000, the local authorities have 
been unable to raise oven the small non-recurring sum of Ks, 10,000 which is 
the balance required to carry out this much-needed project. If this be so, how 
can they possibly bo expected to provide the recurring maintenance charges 
of the water- works scheme, even were the amount required for the initial capital 
outlay forthcoming ? 

“Government will bo very glad to see the scheme for a central liospital 
at Burdwan carried out. Negotiations regarding the disposal of the present 
site of the hospital have not yet been concluded ; but if the site be disposed of, 
the sale proceeds togetlier with tiie very liberal donation promised by the 
Maharaj-Adhiraj, will doubtless provide sufficient funds for such portion of the 
work as could be carried out in the course of the current year. Government will 
try to give further assistance when the financial condition sufficiently improves. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Radha Cliaran Pal remarks that no provision has 
been made in the budget for increasing the salaries of Civil Assistant Surgeons. 
It is not the custom to make budget provision for any scheme Ijefore it ha* 
even been considered by Government, The proposals of tlie Inspector- Gen oral 
of Civil Hospital, in connection with the memorials received by him from 
oertain Assistant Surgeons have only been received by Government three nr four 
days ago. As already stated by me at the last meeting of this Council, these 
proposals will receive full consideration at the hands of Government. The 
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ultimate deciwon in Buch a matter, as my hon’ble friend probably knows, 
will not. rest witli this Government. It is a question that concerns other 
Jq-ovinces also, and if the Supreme Government decide that improvement 
in the j)ay and prospects of the service is necessary, a reference to the 
Secretary of State will be required. 

Ti'his Government 8har(!8 the regret of the Hon'blo' Babu Kali Pada 
Ghosh that final orders have not yet been issued on the recommendations 
made by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee. Certain further 
information has recently been called for l)y the Supremo Government, and 
endeavour is being made to supply this as soon as possible. Meanwhile, 
as explained on(!o before in this Council, provisional increases of pay 
in the shape of personal allowances have been sanctioned with effect from 
November, 1905, for a large number of officers pending the disposal of the 
matter. 

“ The Ilon’ble Mr. Larmour has suggested that attention should be given 
to the provision of quarters for the poorer classes of Government servants in 
Calcutta. It is not, liowcver, in respect of this class of officers that adminis- 
trative difficulties have arisen, as they do not ordinarily occupy the class of 
houses the rents of which have so rapidly increased of recent years. Most 
of those officers in fact are cither residents of the town or its suburbs and live 
in their own houses or have, been recruited directly for Calcutta appointments. 

“ In reply to the remarks made by the Ilon’blc Babu Jqgendra Chandra 
Ghose as to the inadequacy -of the grants made to District Boards in aid 
of their expenditure on Lducation. Medical, etc., 1 would invito his attention 
to paragraph 12 of tho Financial Stateirent, from which it will be seen 
that the Kraut of Hs. 6,51,000 is a net Kmnt, i.c., it is over and abovo 
the receipts from fcrri('s, pounds, etc., which were made over to tho District 
Hoards on the introduction of the Local Self Government jlct, and which 
amount to more than 4 lakhs ; 1 may take this opportunity of mentioning that 
during the past week the Government of India have sanctioned tho inclusion 
in the Bill for the amendment of Local 8olf-Governmcnt, Act of tho provisions 
proposed by this Government with the object of car-markinK the road cess 
and prohibiting its diversion to jmrposcs other tliuu those enumerated in 
section 100 of the Cess Act. 

“ It is doubtful whether there is any necessity to loud the Financial 
Statement with all the details of expenditure on Civil Woiks suggested by 
the lion’ble Babu Kishori Lai Goswami. Much information is already given. 
1 shall however, be glad to consider, in consultation with the Secretary 
in the' I’ublic Works Department, any projiosals that are calculatecl 
to show the actual expenditure on particular works during the preceding 
year as compared with budget provision, which can he ascertained without 
laying an excessive increase of work upon tho office staffs at a season when 
the stniin is already severe. 

“Tho Ilon’ble Mr. Sutherland has asked whether more money cannot be 
expended on roads in the mufassal. The answer is: ‘ Yes more money could 
be expended if it were available.’ Tho object is : undoubtedly a worthy one, 
and Government would bo glad if it could see its way to making a larger 
ullolment for this purpose, though it may not be possible in the circumstances 
of this I’rovince, to work up to the Ceylon standard of excellence. The bulk 
of the expenditure on the construction and repairs of roads in the mufassal 
is borne by ibo District Board Funds. The average annual expenditure 
incurred by the District Boards during the last ten years on communications 
lias been Ks. 24,58,000. The provision for communications in the Provincial 
budget is only in respect of trunk and other Provincial roads. During the 
past ten years tho average expenditure on original works and repairs 
in respect of such communications has been Ks. 11,17,000, excluding 
the proportionate charges for establishment, tools and plant ; and the 
grant for the , current year is Ks. 12,14,000. Besides this allotment, 
tho budget includes grants of 10 lakhs in aid of District Funds. These special 
grants are chiefly spout on communications. We were unable to make any 
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further provision this year. The same Ilon’ble Mombor has referred to the 
remarb he made in this 'Council seven years ago regarding the want of a second 
lung for Calcutta in the form of a Maidan towards 'I’ollyganj. It is under- 
stood that considerable open space has already been secured at 'Follygang 
through the exertions of the local clubs. While eniiroly symiiathizing with 
the Hon’blo Member in the view he takes, it is a project. I think, that should in 
the first instance be taken up by the Corporation or bo commended to private 
munificence. 

“ Some four Hon’ble Members have referred to the question of investing the 
sum of Rs. 50,(10,000 set apart by the Government of India towards the 
Calcutta Improvement Scheme. This money cannot ^ bo invested without 
the sjx'cific orders of tho Government of India; and in view of the announce- 
ment made by the llon’blo the Homo Member in His tixccllcncy s Council on 
the 27th ultimo, it is not probable that tho Government of India will consent to 
such investment at this stage. As to the scheme itself, this Government has no 
further information as to the stage at which it now rests than what was^ con- 
tained in the aiinouncement made by the llon’blo Sir Harvey Adamson in the 
Imperial Council on the 27th ultimo. There must, however, be many difficult 
questions of taxation and legislation to decide before tho scheme can bo actually 
taken in hand. I would rouiinJ tho Ilon’ble llabu Radha Gharan Pal that tho 
public were consulted on tbe jjrinciples of tho schemo’ 

“ The IJon’blc 13abu Radha Charan Pal has made several remarks on the 
subject of the Calcutta CorjKiration. The llon’blo Sir Charles Alltm has 
referred to certain points on which I need not touch further. 1 ho question 
of liocentralization referred to was dropped so long ago as 15>05. Government 
has nothing to add to what has already been said as to the amendment of 
tho CJulcutta Municipal Act. The question of Court-fees In municdpal appeal 
cases is under the (smsidcration of Government. 1 wish, however, to say that 
1 am grcatlv sut prised that tho Hon’hle Member should have referred in (his 
Council ^o Your Honour’s remarks on the subject of tho (umversion of ^ the 
intermittent wuter-suiqdy into constant-supply within tho town |iropor. 'Hie 
llon’ide Member, who is hiinselt a prominent Member of the Corporation, 
is probably, or ought to be, fully aware that this remark was bused upon 
the stan inent made by tin- Ciiairman himself, as exidained this afternoon 
by Sir Charles Alhii in his Administration IJeport, a statement that is 
indisputable and that was not taken exception to by the sjwcial committee 
appointed bv the Corporation to review tho report. 1 lie Hon bio Member 
must also fully understand the technical meaning of the term ‘ constant supply 

vhich is liot a now one— in contrudistiuctiou to tho term ‘mtormittent 

supply.’ 

“ I now come— and this is tho last subject I need touch upon— to the com- 
plaint made by the Hon’hle Rabu Jogendra Chandra Ghoseto the effect that (he 
budget shows that wliile slationery purchased m this country » worth 
Rs 37 000 stationery obtained from foreign countries is worth Rs. 6,08,000. 
I am sorry he should have given publicity to this stateinent without further 
inouiry The provision of Rs. 37,000 is for the jmrehase of stationery by 
the several departments direct from tho local market; whi o the provision 
of Rs 6 68 000 is for the, value of stores supplied by the Stationery Depart- 
ment. ' Most of these stores are obtained in India. In 1900-07 for mstan^ 
tho last year for wliich figures are available, stores to the value of Rs. 5,20,( 0(J 
were purchased in this country. There is no increase of two lakhs in the 
estimate under Stationery. The only marked increase was in the revised 
figures of 1907-08, and this was duo to quite unavoidable causes. 

The Hon’blo the Pkfsident said Gentlemen— We are now corning 
to the close of a long discussion, in tho coursir of which many subjects 
have been considered. My hon’ble friend, Rabu Jogendra Chandra Glmse, 
has courteously acknowledged the groat disinclination which 1 have had, 
throughout my whole tenure of office, to limit the discretion of Hon bio 
Members in their budget speeches, or to stop them when they came to 
discuss irrelevant matters. 1 have always felt that it is very desirable to allow 
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H enable Members as much freedom as possible, in the exercise of their right of 
interpellation, and in the speeches that they make in the Budget debate, I 
attach great importance to frankness of interpellation, inasmuch as it enables 
•18 to know something of the views of Hon’ble Members, and to make expla- 
nations which it is desirable to make. And in the same way, I welcome frank 
discussion of administrative measures and questions of general policy in the 
Budget debate 1 do not consider that, as the business of this Council is at 
present conducted, the Budget debate should be limited to matters clearly and 
manifestly relevant to the Budget. There are, however, certain matters which 
are so clearly irrelevant that they ought not to be discussed in this Council at all. 
I have not stopped Hon’ble Members to day ; because, on the one hand, 1 have 
considered that the remarks they have made on such subjects have been 
generally made without thought of their irrelevance ; and because, on the other 
hand, it generally tends to save time to allow a man to state his case in his own 
way. i may, however, indicate some of the subjects which, I think, may well 
be onjitted from a discussion in this Council. By doing so, I may, perhaps, 
prevent Hon’blo Members from discussing such subjects in future ; and, in any 
case, by doing so I shall make clear to Hon’ble Members why I do not 
deal wiih certain questions which they have raised. 

“ Among these questions are such as the following. It is surely unnecessary 
to emphasize the absolute irrelevance of matters connected with the Govern- 
ment and Administration of another Province, which were referred to by the 
Hon’blo Babu Deba Prasad JSarbadhikari. It is not relevant here to criticise 
the constitution of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Council. There are also 
certain matters connected with the administration of the Corporation of 
Calcutta, in respect of which it is perfectly easy to obtain information by 
questions or discussion in the Corporation itself. We are not unconcerned 
with the affairs of the Corporation of Calcutta ; but the questions I refer to 
irrelevant, not only to the Budget discussion in this Council but also the whole 
work of the Council itself. The Budget of this Government contains no 
reference to iueh matters ; for it is not the duty of Government to finance, 
or to accept responsibility for, them ; and the Council itself has really no 
concern witli them. Then, again, there have been brought before us to-day 
certain judicial matters, with which it is clear that neither the Government 
nor the Coun ul l as any concern. We should go out of our way altogether, 
for example, if we were to deal here with any individual case of unwise 
or improper procedure on the part of any Judicial Officer, the natural 
remedy for which is to bring it to the notice of that officer’s judicial superiors. 
Similarly, we have no concern with matters which are entirely at the dis- 
cretion of the nigh Court. This not only refers to the work of the High 
Court, as illustrated, for example, in the confidential reports on judicial 
officers, but also to the ministerial establishment of the High Court, in 
respect of which no action can be expected, until the Hon’ble Judges 
move the Government when necessity arises. Another class of subjects 
irrelevant in discussions here, are those which are entirely under the control of 
the Government of India. Criticism of Imperial taxation is a very suitable 
subject for discussion in the Council of His Excellency the Viceroy ; but it is 
neither relevant nor useful in this Council. 

As I have said, these observations will explain why certain questions 
raised by Hon’ble Members, in the course of their speeches, have not been 
discussed by the Officers of this Government, and will not be discussed by me. 

I may now add, by way of further explanation, that a very large number of 
the questions, which have been raised in the speeches of Hon’ble Members, have 
been fully dealt with in the speeches of the Officers of this Government, and 
do not therefore require special attention from me. I shall confine myself 
to only a few points ; and Hon’ble Members will not misunderstand my 
refraining from the discussion of many even of the interesting and important 
points which they have raised. 

Several Members have spoken of tlie advantages which have been gained 
by the discussions of the Provincial Budget oy tbs Members of the Board 
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tnd Secrefaries to Government with certain non*officiaI Hembert. I think 
th4t there haa been some indication that certain Hon’ble Uembers have for- 
gotten, that these discussions are of a con£dential character. I do not know 
that there has been anything said which one hat much cause to regret; bat, 
at the same time, 1 think it is well that the confidential character of theae 
discussions should bo carefully borne in mind. Hon*bIe Members are invited 
to take part in them on the distinct understanding that they keep its proceedings 
to themselves, and will tlicmselves perceive the importance of this, inasmuch os 
the frankness of the discussions will depend largely on the recognition of their 
confidential character. I regret to find that the Hon’ble Babu Kadha Oharan 
Pal regards it as a grievance that he was not invited to these discussions. I 
may say by way of explanation that, when I selected the Hon’blo Members 
who should be summoned to tiiem, I selected those whom I believed to be 
deeply interested in, and likely therefore to be able to give the GovemraenI 
good advice regarding, the Budget and Provincial Finance. As the work of 
the Council is at present regulated, no Hon’ble Member can clairn as a right to 
take part in these discussions. But even when a Select Committee is appoint- 
ed to discuss a Bill, those Members of Council are selected who are interested 
in the measure and likely to be able to advise in regard to it 


1 tliink tliat these discussions have been of very groat value. My hon’ble 
friend, tho Financial Secretary, has kept me fully informed of their history ; 
and the views which llon’ble Members have expressed have received, from 
mvself and from the other Officers of the Bengal Government, the fullest 
consideration. I could point to certain modifications in the Budget which 
were adopted on the spot at these Conferences; and I am glad to think, 
that my hon’ble friend, Babu JDeba Prasad Strbadhikari was able to strengthen 
my hands in an appeal which I found it necessary to make to the Government 
of India, ^ to allow mo to go on with absolutely necessary extensions in the 
Presidency College — an appeal which was sympathetically received by that 
Government. My hon’ble friend, however, desires to go along way further than 
I fear it will be possible to allow, in his confidential discussions of the Budget 
before the debate in Council, lie proposes that we should place at his disposal 
the Secretariat records and Secretariat staff. I venture to think that no 
Member of Parliament would ask to be allowed to have free access to the 
Government Offices at Homo, to inspect their records, and to utilize their staff 
in bis inquiiies ; and 1 am afraid that it would similarly be quite ioconsiitent 
with the proper discharge of public business, to allow that in this oountry* 

I think that a good number of the difficulties under which my hon’ble friend 
has felt himself to labour, would have been removed, if the calls of his private 
work had not prevented him from accepting the courteous invitation of my 
bon’ble friend, Mr. Streatfoild, to discuss with him any Educational question 
in respect of which he had difficulties. 

“ I should like, before going on to discuss certain matters of administration 
to inform the Council that tho Government of India have been pleased to 
consider favourably and sanction our proposals, regarding the utilization of 
the Road Cess. I am sure that this announcement will give pleasure to Hon’ble 
Members. 1 regret to say that I cannot yet give nuj information regarding 
ihe views of the Government of India on the Excise Bill, in which so many 
Hon’ble Members are interested, as the final orders of that Government have 
not been received. 

“1 cannot consent to deal at length with the charges brought hjihe Hon’ble 
Babu Radha Charan Pal against tho Calcutta Police, in connection with the 
riots which occurred last October. All that I have had to say on this matter has 
been said clearly enough already. I do not think that any good purpose has 
been served by the Hon’ble Member in dilating upon that matter again in 
Council. Tho inquiries that have been made, tho efforts to sift the evidence 
and ascertain the truth, the careful examination of the facU, have evidently 
made no impression on his mind nor in any way altered bis views on toe 
subject. The Hon’ble Member speaks of himself in one part of his address os 
‘ the e^o of the public voioe.’ I am prepared to admit tbi^ he may baveeohoed 
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the voice of many of the people in the original statements that he made months 
ago on this subject, under the influence of the impressions created by the mst 
reports of the disturbances. I am, however, far from admitting the position 
which he now takes up in respect of this question. Ho goes so far as to sajr 
that he is ‘ giving expression to the feelings of the mass of his countrymen, 
in reiterating these charges against the Police ; and not only against the police but 
againstthe government of Bengal. 1 do not believe this. The charges against 
the Police generally were carefully investigated by an Officer of great expenenw, 
and distinguished for 8oundnes.s of judgment and impartiality, who was specially 
deputed to make that investigation. Individual charges, where they were made, 
were investigated by Mr. Halliday, the Commissioner of Police, an Officer who, 
I know, is highly respected and trusted in Calcutta, and whose earnest desire to 
purify the Police Force is beyond all question. There is nothing more to be 
said in regard to this matter. 

“ As to the Government of Bengal, it was animated from the outset by a 
desire to know the truth and to ascertain and punish abuse, if abuse could be 
ascertained, and if the perpetrators of it could be identified. If blame is 
attached to the Government of Bengal, it can only be by those who 
think that the Police ought to be punished, whether guilty or not ; and that the 
ordinary rules of evidence and the reijuirements of justice do not apply, when 
the persons accused of offences happen to bo policemen. The Hon’ble Member 
appears to draw a distinction between ‘ the friend of the police ' and ‘ the 
friend and protector of the people.’ I draw no such distinction. The 
greater includes the less. If 1 accept the former designation, it is because 
I have done what I could, both specially as one of the Members of the Police 
Commission, and also in other capacities in which I have had the honour 
of serving the Government, to purify the Police Force, to cure it of defects 
and to make it a wortliy instrument of administration. The Pqlice Force 
will not be encouraged to do effectively and righteously the work that they 
have to do by irrational and groundless abuse on the part of the Public, or 
by unjust treatment on the part of the Government. As to the latter term, I do 
not hesitate, with all humility, to put in a claim to have been a ‘ friend and 
protector of the people,’ so far as has lain in my power. I have received 
to-day from various sources kindly recognition of the feelings by which 1 
am animated, in regard to the various classes of the community and tne 
people of various parts of the Province. But 1 should ili-deserve that name, if 
I were, with regard to one unfortunate section of the community, to depart 
from the principles of justice and righteousness. 

“ Talking of the Police reminds me of what has been said in regard to the 
expenditure on the Police. I am gratified to find my hon’ble friend, 
Mr . Sutherland and other members, expressing their satisfaction at the efforts 
made to carry out Police reforms. The expenditure on the Police has been 
adopted in accordance with a policy clearly laid down by the Government of 
India. Such of the recommendations of the Police Commission as were 
approved by the Government of India, were practically accepted by all critics 
of all shades of opinion, and are being introduced as funds permit. The assis- 
tance which the Government of India has given us in this matter has been 
very liberal ; because the policy, which is being carried out, is a policy cordi- 
ally approved and deliberately adopted by the Government of India and the 
Secretary of State. It is, however, necessary that there should be some little 
exercise of patience on the part of the Public in regard to this matter. We 
cannot expect to reap the precious fruit that we have set our hearts on, imme- 
diately after we have begun to sow the seed. If we had been able to remove 
from the force every member of every degree who was, or was suspected to be, 
other than a thoroughly good officer,' and to supply the places of these by men 
received fully equipped from some unknown Utopia, no doubt the expen- 
diture on Police Reform would have had an immediate return. Sober-minded 
men will see that this was impossible, and will exercise some patience in 
waiting for the reaidts. I need not enter into details on this matter, which 
has been already discuss^ by the Hon’blc Mr. Gait. 
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“ I may add that it there iBBome lack of wisdom in tbia aomewhat impatient 
critidsin, there is something which is much more mischiovous in such remarks 
as were made by the Hon’blu Babu Jogendra Chandra Chose, where he spoae 
of the people ‘as not being much in love with the police’ and ‘being prepared 
to bless the Government if they saw less of them, ’ and of the Police as ‘ being 
maintained only for the suppression of a Hindu-Mussalman riot once in tea 
years, or dispersing a Bande Mataram procession.’ The Ilon’ble Member says, 
m another connection, that ‘ Indian Members often use strong language. Our 
words,’ he says, ‘are so little heeded that the temptation to use strong words 
often becomes very great.’ I can assure the Uou'ble Member that if the fact 
that a man is not heard makes him use strong language, it is at tne very 
least as true that a man who habitually uses strong language is not listened to. 
Words lose weight when they are abused. Despite defects in the Police, which 
I for one have insisted on, and which wo are endeavouring to eradicate, it is 
not true that the people hate the Police. It is a singular fact, of wliicb the 
Police Commission had evidence in every Province, that when the removal of a 

thana is proposed, in the interests of police aduiinistratioii, the people of the 

neighbourhood very soon petition against it. And 1 am sure that my hon’blo 
friend would not find his movements, even about the City of Calcutta, as easy 
and as free of danger as they arc, if he saw much less of the Police. 

“We have heard a good deal to-day about E'.ducation, and it is a subject 
about which we can hardly hear too much. It is a matler in regard to which 
interest should bo constantly kept alive. 1 think that, in Bengal, Education has 
received less attention in the past than in any otlior Province with which I am 
acquainted. 1 think that the reason of this may have been partly that Bengal 
was supposed to he a wealthy Province. It was Hot very liherully treated in 
regard to its Provincial Fiiiaucial Settliments. I think that of late years the 
Government of India have been more just and liberal in their treatment of 
Bengal. One consequence of the earlier neglect has been, that Education in 
Bengal has not been projicrly financed ; and it has therefore not been, generally 
speaking, of a very bigli class. There are no doubt many good Primary 
Schools 1X1 Bengal ; but a larger proportion of the Primary Scliools are practi 
cally wottliless than in any I'lovinco that I know. The same is true about 

Secondary Schools ; and to a certain extent also, at least until quite recently. 

about Colleges. Tlio result of this is, that, if education is to bo placed on s 
satisfactory footing, there must be great expenditure; and the expenditure 
must bo undertaken as rapidly as funds allow. To mo tho natural lino of 
operation would have been to begin at tho bottom and tackle tlio Primary 
Schools first, then the Secondary Schools, and then the Colleges. But our handk 
have been forced by circumstances. The law has insisted on our putting the 
Colleges on a satisfactory footing. If we do not do so, we must close them. 
We have therefore, been bound to incur tlio somewhat disproportionate expen- 
diture on higher education to which my hon’ble friend, Mr. Sutherland, 
objected; and our movement must now be downwards. We must indeed take 
up^ Primary Education ; that presses upon us on every side. But wo must also 
set about improving our Secondary Schools. E’rom the mere fart (that we 
have had to put our Colleges on a more satisfactory basis, we must sjiecially 
tackle Secondary Education immediately. We cannot have our Colleges sound, 
while our Secondary Schools are bad. 1 am sorry that this year is a year of 
financial pressure ; because this will hinder us, to a large extent in the good 
work which has been begun. The Budget presented by the llon’blo tho Finaiico 
Member to the Govemmoiit of India was, however, altliougt. a Famine Budget, 
one that inspires us with hope ; and we believe that too suspension of effort, 
during the year on which we have just entered, will he but a very tomporAry 
check in our career of progress. 

“ We have had a great deal of talk to day about Technira! Education. I 
cannot adequately discuss this subject at the present moment. Much lias been 
already said by my hon’ble friend, Mr. Streatfeild. We have the subject of 
Technical Education at heart; and we are taking stejis which we l^Hevo wiU 
lead to our advancing that cause in a wise and sober manner. It is easy to 
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formulate crude and ill-digested schemes; but unless it is posuble to examine 
and mature them, it is better to lay them aside. It is Mrtain^uiwise to 
adopt them. Our failures in the past have taught us this. Hon ble 

Mr. Strcatfeild has explained what we are doing; and I think a little patience 
must be exorcised until we see what our inquiries will show. It is interesting 
and helpful to receive suggestions from all those who are thinking earnestly on 
the subject ; but I trust that our many advisers will not forget that a »keen 
interest in the subject does not make one an expert, and that experience has 
shown the great necessity for carefully considering schemes before inaugurating 
them. 

“ Before passing from this subject of Education, I may say that I entirely 
concur in the remarks which have fallen from my hon’ble friend, Babu 
iJeba Prasad Sarbadhikari, regarding the work which Mr. did u 

Director of Public Instruction. Great opposition was made to Mr. Earle's 
appointment. It was due in many cases to pure self interest ; in others, to an 
unworthy jealousy of a particular service ; and, in many cases, to unwitting 
misapprehension of the situation. As my hon’ble friend has said, the appoint* 
ment ‘ has been justified in every way.’ Mr. Earle’s ‘ conscientious and 
thorough work ’ has brought the department to a position which it hw not 
occupied for years, and to which 1 am convinced no other officer available 
coula have brought it at the time. 1 concur in the ‘sentiments of gratitude’ 
with which my hon’ble friend recognizes ‘ the earnest and single-minded 
endeavour ’ of Mr. Earle in this department. 

“I am greatly attracted by the subject of Hospitals and Dispensaries, to 
which 1 have given much attention since I assumed charge of the office of 
Lieutenant Governor ; and if I were to say all that I iiiiglit on this subject I 
should occupy much of your time. I iuive endeavoured to improve the 
hospitals throughout the Province ; and 1 desire to express the grert satisfac- 
tion with which I have fouad in the interior a hearty response, on the part of 
wealthy and liberal men, to appeals mode to them on this behalf. Anything 
which I have given to the hospitals of the inti'rior, has generally been supple- 
mented very considerably by piivaste liberality. It is a matter of great 
satisfaction to find a growing interest in ho.''pital work on the part of the 
more enlightened sections of the community, and a greater pride in their 
Medical Institutions. In regard to Calcutta itself, thanks in some measure to 
private liberality and thanks also to the policy inaugurated by my predecessor 
which 1 have pursued, great improvements have taken place in the Madioal 
Institutions. While most of the hospitals of the City have been improved, 
some of them almost out of recognition, 1 have devoted special attention to 
the Medical College Hospital. My reason for this is twofold : first, that it 
is % great hospital for Indians and therefore demands special attention from 
the Government; and, in the second place, because it is the great medical 
Teaching Institution of the Province, and sends out its students to do Medical 
work in all parts of the Province, an<l indeed to other parts of India. I think 
that this Institution, both as a hospital and as a college, tiiough there still 
remain some improvements to be eftocted, is an Institution of which wo have 
now no cause to be ashamed. 

“ In connection with this subject of Medical Relief, I should like to expreu 
my admiration for the spirit whieb has prompted my hon’ble friend, 
Maharaj-Adiraj Bijay Cband Mahtab, Bahadur, to consider the case of the 
poorer clerks and others, in respect of their need of a Sanitarium, and to make 
the generous offer which he has made to-day in Council. It will bo interesting 
to see how far this suggestion of his is taken up by the Public and by liberal- 
minded and wealthy men in our community. I shall be glad myself to assist 
in forwarding a scheme of such real beneficence. 

“ Before passing from the discussion of Medical Work, I shonld like to say 
a few words in regard to Plague. I do not consider it necessary, after what has 
been said by my hon’ble friend the Financial Secretary, to treat of the subject 
of Sanitation generally. The Council is already well aware of what we are 
doing, and of what we feel are the limitations of our present action, in regard 
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to this Tery important matter. The continuance of Plague among ua calls, 
howerer, tor a few words aa to the measures which have been taken during the 
iTfear. We had a very interesting Conference on Plague at Bankipuf 
w. tbe 9th of July, 1907. There were present at that Conference 
the Sanitary Officers of Government, the Comnussioner of the Division, 
all the Magistrates and Civil Surgeons of Bihar districts, and a number 
of non-official gentlemen, both medical men and laymen, who are 
deeply interested in this subject. There was a moat valuable Jiseimsion ol the 
whole matter and some useful notes were circulated afterwards. Tlie relatire 
importance of inoculation, evacuation of houses, rat-killing and the like were 
all discussed, as well as the times and places when these measures should best 
be adopted, and the best method of medical relief. The gracious letter of 
His Jlajesty the King-Emporor, and a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy 
to roe, were translated into the vernacular and widely circulated for the encourage- 
ment of tiie people. The iiihtructions of the Government of India regarding 
the prevention of the spread of Plague, and a leaflet prepared by the Sanitary 
Commissioner, Bengal, containing instructions for its provontion and treatment, 
were circulated to all Commissioners. Major Clomesha was specially deputed 
by this Govoriunent to the phigue-infected districts iu Bilmr, to give instruc- 
tions to sdected Medical Ofticers, of the Assistant Surgeon and Hospital 
Assistant clnsses, in the most approved methods of inoculation, and to explain 
to the people the prophylactic benefit of this treatment. At the same time, 
District Oflicors and Civil Surgeons convened meetings of the jieopli*, and 
explained to them the measures advised by Government, Three Ufficors of 
tlie Indian Medical Service were also specially deputed to Bihar for plague 
work ; and, in addition to the coat of their salaries, grants amounting to over 
Its. 70,000 were made for helping the people to resist this epidemic. All these 
measures have been taken to meet the grievous evil ; but wo admit that, in 
respect of Plague as well as other epidemics, the great reined y is sanitation. 
We liavc been doing what little we can ourselves; we have called upon the 
public to assist us, and I am glad to say not always without a hearty response ; 
and we are specially grateful to the Government of India for the grant which 
they have made to us for tlie special purpose of promoting Sanitation, a grant 
which, though it may seem to earnest advocates of Sanitation not to bo adequate 
for our necessities, is at all events a generous and liberal contribution at this 
time of financial pressure. 

‘^should like to say a word in regard to the claims we liuve on the co opera- 
tion of liberal-minded ()ei8on8 in this Province, in regard to such matters as 
Education, Medical Work and Sanitation. My hon’ble friend. Balm Deba 
Prasad Sarbadhikari, has dealt at considerable length* witli this matter. His 
treatment of it has not been altogether logical. He refers to tlie statement 
made by this Government, that in ngard to Education we can hardly hope 
for real progress without the assistance of private liberality. A little 
later on he asks, ‘ What princely and munificent endowments do we expect 
from a people out of whom Government, with its powerful machinery, cannot 
take more than Ks. 4 in the shape of Imperial IVxes and Bcvonuoi V 'i'he 
Hon’ble Member does not expect to be taken seriously in this (|U 0 stion. I or, 
in the same paragraph of his speech, he speaks of the munificent gifts of men 
like the Maharaja of Darbhanga, the late Babu Prasanna Kumar Tagore, the 
late Maharaja Sir Jotendra Mohan Tagore, the late Mr. Erera Chand Roy 
Chand, tiie late Babu Guru Prasanna Qhose and others ; and then he says 
significantly, ‘ These are endowments that might and ought to be manifolded 
if all who, in similar spheres of life, had the capacity, bad also the inclination 
to imitate the noble-minded donors whom I have named.’ With this 
view, I entirely concur. There are many who can afford to give largo sums 
to schemes that are for the public good ; and 1 am glad to say there are 
not a few who are willing to do so. I would ask for earnest assistance 
in regard to Education. I would ask that people who can afford it should 
assist (he Government in constructing Primary Scho^ds, in providing scholar- 
ships for Secondary Schools, and in making our Colleges really useful and 
worthv institutions. We have had recently a great appeal from the Hon’ We 
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the Vice-Chancellor for astistance to the Uniyersit^. I go further and ask 
for aBsistance to our Schools and Colleges. We are in difficulty^ for example^ 
about the Presidency College. Why is it that wo cannot report assistanolk 
rendered by old pupils of tnis great institution ? I like to hear gentlemen, 
talking of the Professors who taught thenii as their friends, and describing 
them as the best men that could have been in the position they occcupie£ 
But why, with such recollections of their old College, do they not oome 
forward, as far as they are able, to the assistance of the Presidency College, in 
making itself worthy of its great position and its great traditions ? 

In the same way, I should like to see the Public coming forward to assist 
the Government in making the Medical College and its Hospital worthy of 
this great City. 1 have not bad very much assistance in what I have been 
doing for this College. I acknowledge very gratefuily the assistance which 
has been rendered by gentlemen, who have amongst them given three blocks 
of wards for paying patients, which are now in course of construction ; but 
1 cannot but express my regret that these gentlemen are confined to two 
sections of the community, and these sections rather of the nature of foreigners 
in Calcutta I should like to see the Community generally helping us in our 
work. I may perhaps, however, be permitted here to tell you a secret in 
regard to these contributions. They have all been got for me by a private 
Practitioner in this City, my esteemed friend, Rai Kailash Chunder Bose, 
Bahadur. This gentleman makes it a practice, when a patient is sp^ially 
grateful for some great service rendered to him through his medical skill, to 
ask that patient to subscribe to something for the bringing of relief to others 
in similar condition. 1 have been benefited more than once, not only in 
Calcutta but also in respect of hospitals in the interior, from this large-hearted 
and thoroughly professional attitude, on the part of my esteemed friend. 
I should like to see a great deal more of esprit de corps among Medical 
Practitioners of this City. 1 should like to see the Officials and Non-officials 
working together, heartily and without jealousy, in the work of the great 
profession to which they belong. I should like to see them working together 
not only in their professional work, but also in furthering the interests of 
the great Medical Institutions which are found in this City. It is a grand 
thing for medical men to be proud of their profession. 1 recall a great 
occasion when 1 saw the greatest Surgeon that the last century has produced, 
receiving the freedom of the City in the largest hall in Edinburgh. Lord 
Lister, when presented with the freedom of ^e City, made to an audience of 
several thousands a speech which made an impression which nothing will 
ever efface. After discounting the kindly words that had been said of 
his work by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, he went on to say, ‘ This 
however, 1 can claim for myself, that 1 have in the course of my practice of 
my profession done what I could to diminish the sum of human suffering.’ 
That remsrk was received by the great audienoe rising' to its feet m one 
man and cheering. When Quiet was restored, lie added, ^ And this, gentle- 
men, may be said by the liumbiest member of the noble profession to which 
1 belong.’ This is the feeling that I should like to see inspiring our medical 
men of ml grades, of all classes, of all races: a love of tne profession for 
the blessings that it brings to suffering humanity, a desire to advance the 
work of that profession among those (and they are many) who need it, 
and the desire to see the younger gonerarion trained to the effioie&t and 
loving discharge of their duties.” 


The Council was then adjourned to Friday, the 10th April, 1908 


Dasjvsuso. 

The Uth June im. 


F. G. WIGLEY, 
Seeg. to the Bengal ComciU 


B. 8. e-i908 -S31J -803 - .T A. C. IL € 



Ahttract of the Proeeedingt oj the Council of the ZieuimaHt- Governor of Bengnl, 
ateemhled under the provitiont of the Indian Counetlt AeU^ 1861 and 189S. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Friday, the 10th April, 
1908. 


Jrtetnl : 

The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraber, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, pretiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Macpherson, c.s.j. 

The Hon’ble Mr. li. T. Greer, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’blo Mr. E. A. Gait, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. II. C. Streatfeild. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. E. A. W. Oldham. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. P. Chapman. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Allen, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendea Chandra Ghose, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l, 

Yhe Hon’ble Mr. G. H. Sutherland. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja-Dhiraj Buat Chand Mahtab Bahadur of 
Bubdwan. 

* 

llie Hon’blo Babu Gajadbab Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deva Prasad SARVADHiRARr, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Labmoub. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

WOBKma OF THB BENGAL BANIT^X-PHAINAaE ACT. U»S. 

The Hon'ble Babu Kat.t Bada Ghosh, in the absence of the Hon’SIe 
Bai Kibhobi LiJi Qoswaui, Bahadub, asked 

(a) Will the OoTernment be pleased to state vrhat Drainage Works 
hare been undertaken under the Sanitary Drainage Act, 1895 (Ben. Act VIII 
of 1895)? 

(J) Has the Sanitary Drainage Act operated successfully ? If not, to what 
cause is the failure due, according to the opinion of the Government ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Oldham replied ; — 

“ (o) The only scheme undertaken hitherto under the Sanitary Drainage 
Act(Bengal Act Vlll of 1895), is the drain^e of the Magra Hftt andKaorapukur 
swamps in the Diamond Harbour sub-division of the 24-Parganas district. 
The work is in progress. 

“ Certain other schemes are under consideration, but have not yet been 
started. 

“ (J) As the Act is not yet in practical operation, it is premature to 
express an opinion.” 


MOTOB-OAES FOE OOVEEKMENT OFFIOIALB. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh, in the absence of the Hon’ble 
Rai Kishohi Lal Goswami, Bahadub, asked : — 

What is the aggregate amount spent from the Provincial Revenue for 
buying motor-cars for Government officials in the years 1906-07 and 
1907.08, and what has been the cost of maintenance (including repairs and 
renewal of parts) in each of those years ? 

The Uon’blo Mb. Oldham replied : — 

“ The aggregate expenditure on account of the purchase of motor- 
cars during the years 1906-07 and 1907-08 was Rs. 62,500, and Rs, 31,500, 
respectively. The aggregate cost of maintenance, including repairs and renewal 
of parts, during the year 1906-07, was Rs 8,200. The actual charges on 
account of maintenance and repairs, during the year 1907-08, will be 
ascertained when the accounts for that year have been closed.” 

COVENANTED CIVIL SBBVICE APPOIHTllBNTS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandba Ghosb asked : — 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state how many appointments, 
formerly bold by members of the Covenanted Civil Service, are now held in 
those Provinces by pure Natives of India who are not members of the said 
Service ? 

(b) What is the amount of savings in the cost of administration effected 
by such appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Gait replied 

“ (a) The following appointments formerly held by members of the 
Indian Civil Service are now hold by Natives of India who are not members 
of that Service : — 

Four appointments of District and Sessions Judge. 

Three „ „ Magistrate and Collector. 

One appointment of Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

One . „ „ Under-Secretary to Government. 

One I, „ Joint-Magistrate. 
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« Id addition to these, seven appointments of Joint and Assistant Hagis* 
l^ates have been converted into posts of Deputy Magistrates — one in the third 
grade, two in the fourth, two in the fifth and two in the sixth. 

'*(5) The total monthly pay of these appointments amounts to Rs. 14,838 
as against a sum of Rs. 22,000, which would represent the pay of the posts if 
*' held by Civilians. There is thus a monthly saving of Ks. 7,764.” 

QOVERNMBNT STATIONEBT. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogenoka Chandba Gbosb asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state what is the amount of the 
price paid by it for the stationery purchased by it which is inanufaotured in 
India, and what is the price of the stationery purchased which is manufactured 
in countries other than India ? 


The Hon’ble Mb. Oldhak replied 

“ The latest actuals available are for the year 1906-07. The figures for 
that year were as follows : — 

Ri. 

Stationery mnnufaotured in India ... ... ... 6,27,000 

Ditto ditto outside India ... ... 1,74,000 

Total ... 7,01,000 

“ Besides the above, the local officers bought stationery amounting to 
Rs. 33,584 in value from the local market in 1906-07.” 

PBIMAEY SCHOOLS FOE BOYS. 

The Hon’ble Babc Jooendea Chandba Ghose asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state what is the exact amount 
spent by it last year for Primary Schools for boys, excluding all expenses for 
direction, inspection, guru -training schools and other training schools? 


The Hon’ble Me. Streatpeild replied .— 

“ The figures asked for by the Hon’ble Member require very careful 
collection from a number of different sources. It has been found impossible to 
obtain them in the time that has been available since the question reached 
me. They will, however, be compiled and after examination communicated to 
the Hon’bfe Member.” 


application of income CNDEB THB PUBI LODOINO-HOU8E ACT, 1871. 

The Hon’ble Babd Deva Pbasad Sabvaduikaey asked 

Will it please the Government to state how the income derived under 



I questions 
last meeting ? 

The ifon’ble Mb. Oldham replied 

“ It appears from the statement attached to the Iwt Resolution on the 
workine of^ Puri Lodging-house Act that, after making contnbutions to the 

Puri MunicipaUty, the income derived from tie Lodging-house Act is appUed 

to the following purposes:— 

(1) Health Officer’s pay and allowances. 

(2) Office establishment and contingencies. 

(3) Dispensaries and other medical expenditure. 

(4) Conservancy. 

(5^ Construction and repairs. 

(6) Miscellaneoos charges. 

re copy of the statement in question will bo made over to the 
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THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Macphbbsoh moTed for leave to introduce a Bill further 
to amend the Calcutta Port Act, 1890. He said: — 

“ Aa explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasone, the object of thie , 
Bill is to authorize the Vice-Chairman of the Commissioners for the Port of 
Calcutta to have his signature to debenture coupons engraved, lithographed or 
impressed by mechanical process# 

“ The Port Commissioners have arranged to raise a loan of £500,000, 
for the purpose of carrying out works of improvement in the Port of Calcutta. 
Five thousand debentures of £100 each will be issued, and to each debenture 
will be attached sixty coupons for payment of half-yearly interest, the loan 
being for a term of .30 years. Three hundred thousand coupons will have to 
be siffnedi and as the debentures must be ready for issue by the end of this 
monui, the only practicable course is to authorize the use of mechanical processes 
for the reproduction of the Vice-Chairman’s signature. 

“ Similar legislation has been found necessary in the case of the Bombay 
Port Trust, and the present Bill in substance follows section 17 A of the 
Bombay Act of 1879.’’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Macphebson also applied to the President to suspend the 
Rules of Business, to admit of the Bill being passed at the present sitting. 

The Hon’ble the President having declared the Rules suspended — 

The Hon’ble Mb. Macphebson introduced the Bill and moved that it bo 
read in Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Macphebson also moved that the Bill be taken into 
eonsideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Macphebson then moved that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

THE PURI LODGING-HOUSE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. 

The Hoi^’ble Mb. Oldham moved that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill further to amend the Puri Lodging-house Act, 1871, be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved that the clauses of Che Bill be 
considered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Babtj Jooebdba Chandra Ghosi moved that sub-clause (6) of 
clause 5 of the Bill be omitted. He said : — 

“When the Bill was first introduced, I objected to it on four mam 
grounds : — 

“ First, that it made all Pandas lodnng-house keepers. Second, that the 
lees were too h^h. Third,lhatthe word ‘reasonable’ should not be omittml 
in the section. ‘ And fourth, that this sulhclausa (t) should be omitted. 

“ I am gladrto find that the Select Committee have been pleased to give 
effect to my objection on the first three grounds, to a very great extent ^e 
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dwaDtag-hooses of the Pandu have Keen taken oat from the operation of the 
Aet, and a most objeotionaUe diffioulty hae thus been aroiiM. I objected 
beoaaw it interfered with the prieetly claea. I find that my objeotion, upon 
. that groan^ wae ehared b^ a much higher per«>n than myaelf. Sir Harrey 
Adamaon, in the last nioetrag of the Supreme Council, declared that inter* 
fereiioe with the prieatly class was unwise — a statement whioli was not 
oonndered misohieTous by a certain newepaper, which violently attacked me 
upon that ground. Englishmen find it difficult to distinguish friend* from 
enemies in India. 

' The second objection as to the fees has also been met to some extent, 
Rs. 2 having been reduced to Ke. I. My third objection about the word 
* reasonable ’ has also been met by provisions being made for aafeguarding 
inspection of pilgrims. 

“But. as regards my last objection, the mnjority of the Select Com- 
mittee have thought it right to add the word * day ’ to section 7. 1 find from 
a newspaper of Orissa that notwithstanding, the concessions, they are diasatisfied 
with the Bill; and they say they will carry on tha fight against it, in spite of 
concessions made by the Select Committee for one, am thankful for the 
concessions made, but I atk Your Honour to consider this little matter. When 
the old Act was passed the Government for very good reasons omitt^ the word 
‘ day ’ in section 7 and prescribed that the owner of a house, not licensed, 
should be punished by a fine, which has now been raised from Us. 2 to Us. 5, 
for every lodger for each night during which he might stay. Now the word 
‘dsy’ has been added to the word * night.’ It is a well-known fact tliat 
hundreds and thousands of pilgrims visit the chief Hindu shrines during the 
day and go back to their homes in the neighbourhood during the night. Now 
this new provision will give an excuse to the lodging-house keepers, to demand 
the same fees from these pilgrims as from regular lodgers for giving them 
shelter from the burning sun of April and May and tho torrential rain of July 
and August. It will be a ^eat hardship to the poor pilgrims. I understand 
that one of the main objects aimed at by this Bill i*, to raise sufficient funds 
for sanitation and tho comfort of the pilgrims ; but an indirect tax upon poor 
pilgrims is not, in my humble opinion, desirable. The benefit obtained by 
the raising of large funds would be very much counterbalanced by the hard- 
ships of the poorer portion of the pilgrims as has been pointed out by the 
Cuttack papers. Your Honour’s well-known solicitude for the poor will, I trust, 
incline you to give this matter a favourable consideration. I find several other 
non-official Members have also ^ven notice that they would move this amend- 
ment. I trust Your Honour will be pleased to accede this little request of 
the non-official Members.*’ 

The Hon'ble Babu Kau Pada Gbobb said “ The amendment Iia<i my 
heartiest sufmort and, as a matter of fact, the same amendment atand* in my 
own name. Daring the diacussion on the Bill in Select Committee, I pressed for 
the omission of tho sub-clause, and the Hon’ble Mr Oldham, if I understood 
him right, was rather inclined to accept my viewa. But whoik it wa* found 
that the Piiri Lodging-house Extension Act, 1879, had this clause with the addi- 
tion of the words 'each day,’ then the Hon’ble Mr, Oldham thought it proper 
to make the law uniform, and thus have the same law in operation, both in Puri 
and the other places to which the Act has been extended. 

" But I beg to submit that the circumstances of Puri are quite different, from 
those of other places where this Act has been extended. Oaring the big 
festivals, a very laree number of pilgrims conpegate in this holy city, and 
a good number of them cannot find a place in toe licensed dwelling-houKos ; 
and what they really do is, they take temporary shelter in the ontclierry ho’jaes 
of aamindars or in tite verandahs of private houses, and in houses which are not 
licensed as lodging-houses under tl e Act These poor pilgrims are not required 
to pay any hire or rent for tihia temporary accommodation. The owners of these 
houses are doing it purely out of generous feelings. These pilgrims rest only 
for a few hoars in these places. They visit the holy riirine aud generally clear 
out in the course of the aajr. The effect of this legislation, or rather the inolii’ 
sion of tha word ' day*, vnU be to deny this shelter to a very large numbar of 
pilgrina. As a matter of feet, tha owners of tbess houses, who have hitherto 
grautad so genatoody ahaMers to these pilgrim*, will hanoaforth deny that 
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ehelter ; and these pilmms will have to stand on the road during the whole 
time of their visit to tm» holy city. 

“Moreover, we do not find that the inclusion of the word ‘dajr’ will 
serve any very useful purpose; hi'Caune the only thing which it will affect is, the 
temporary overcrowding of some of these private houses for a few hours in the 
day. But consider the evils which you impose by the insertion of this word, or 
rather the hardships which will operate on a vt ry large numbei of pilgrims, 
whose number I should say is much larger than a number of pilgrims who are 
actually at the lodging-houses. 1 submit that, in view of these hardships, .the 
word ‘ day ’ should not be inserts il in the Puri Lodging-house Bill ; and I 
submit that the matter be given due consideration.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal said When this Bill wns 
introduced, I welcomed it as a piece of wise legislation, and I still hold it 
to be so; and, in that re^pect, I differ from my hon’ble friend on my right. 
But I think it is my duty to support my hon’ble friend in the motion he has 
made. I will briefly explain the reason which has prompted me to support 
his motion I have found. Sir, that people living close to a place of pil- 
grimage go there during the day and take rest for an hour or two in any 
contiguous eating-house or other houses available, where a friend or relative is 
found, where they take their food and rest for a while and then go back to their 
homos again after visiting the temple. I think, Sir, that if ttie word ‘ day ’ 
is inserted in addition to the word ‘ night,’ it will materially interfere with the 
comforts of these day sojourners who are mostly poor. They are not able to 
))ay the charge of the lodging-houses, and those people generally manage anyhow 
by paying two or four pice to an eating-house-keeper, to stay there and spend 
an hour before moving on to the temples. We must safeguard, as much as 
pos-iblo, overcrowding in the lodging-houses. I do not think, that if we omit 
file word ‘ day,’ it will lead to any overcrowding in these places, for the people 
who come to the places of pilgrimage for the day would be constantly moving 
about during the day. Of course, I quite understand if they stay there the 
whole night, then they become lodgers in the real sense of the word ; and 
certainly then they should be brought within the purview of the law. In tltese 
(nrtiumstances, I must ask you. Sir, to omit the word ‘day.’ ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Di va I’basad SABVADHiKiEY said “ I beg to support 
the motion, as a similar motion stands in my name but I do not wish to go 
over the same ground as that covered by my hon’ble frieinds. I wish, however, 
to draw Your Honour's attention to two representations- of two different bodies 
which are entitled to consideration. 'J'he first is that of the British Indian 
Association, which says : — 

* The two provisions of the Bill, to wbioh the Committee beg leave to take eioeption, 
are those contained in the proposed amendments of sections 7 and 8. The increase of the 
rate of fees payable on licenses, by the owners of lodg^ne-honses, would lead substantially to 
increased rents of these houses. This will provs a grievous burden to the pilgrims, most of 
whom ere very poor. 8aoh a measure will bo deemed in^uitable in a country, where the 
majority of the people consider it en indispensable religious duty to visit saored shrines. 
Now that extension of railway oommunination has obviated the neoeesity for maintaining 
wayside leriia and di^eusaries for the pilgrims, a provision for the increase of fees seems 
to be unjustifiatile. The Legislature which first enacted the Pori Lodging-house Act very 
properly omitted to enjoin a penalty tor temporary overerowding of a house, not licensed as a 
lodging-house, during the day. The opening of the railway to Pun has rendered it easy for 
pilgrims to return tlie same day that tiiey reach that place of pilmnmage. The stringency of 
this provision, oansed by the addition of the words “ aay or," wifi hardly improve sanitation ; 
on the oontrary, it will afford a eoope to subordinate inspecting offioers to levy UackmaU.’ 

“ The representation of the Orissa Association, to which I need not refer 
at length, is to the s»mo effect, and I believe a pablic meeting held at Puri 
Adopted a meinoritd, uiging similar objections. 1 have myself not seen the 
' memorial but have only seen the resolution, which makes me think that there 
is great wright in the objections, 1 would point ont that the railway arrange- 
mentsj with regard to Puri, sre such that pilgrims who arrive by the morning 
train may if they like leave by the evening train ; and, having regard to theae 
-ftn^a, 1 think it vtonld be an improvement if this word was left oot.” 

The Huh’bleJlB. Oldham said:— -“This question, Sir, was disonssed 
by the Select Committee and the.opinions of the Assooiatidns oonsnlted, whieh 
have been referred to by the Hon^ble Babu Deva Prasad Sarvadhikaiy, were 
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oonsidwed; and the Select Committee accepted the proposal to inaert the 
words * day or *, which had already been inserted in section 7 by fienffal Act 
I of 1884. These words are, therefore, in force in each of tiie outer plaoes to 
which this Act ^ been extended, aud it is only at Puri that they are not in 
force. There is no reason that I see for drawing a distinction in this respeot 
between Puri and other plaoes of nilgrimyge. The reasons which led to the 
insertion of these words were explained by Mr. Colman llaoaulay, the then 
Secretary in the Municipal Department, when the Act of 1884 was passed through 
this Council ; and, so far as this Government is aware, the words have not operated 
harfhly in any of the ottier plaoes affected by the Act. The arguments put 
forward just now by the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Gbose seem to me 
to apply to the case of pilgrims who visit Puri by night just as much as to those 
who visit it by day. If it is hard that the pilgrims should have to stand on the 
ro ad daring the beat of the day, as the Hon^le Member so pathetioallv ui^d, 
it would be quite as hard for them to stand on the road during tiie whole night. 
The fact that railway communication facilitates pilgrimage to Puri does not 
a?em to roe to affect the question in the least: the pilgrims can go to Fori in 
the evening and stay the night and getaway in the morning, just as well as go 
in the morning, stay the day and go away in the evening. I do not see how 
this affecfs the case one way or the other. 1 must ask the Council, therefore, 
bir, to reject this amendment.” 

Tlie motion was then put and lost. 


The Hon’ble Babu Kau PsDA Ghohh moved that after the words "the 
place of residence of such Panda”, at the end of sub clause (t) of clause 3 
of the Bill, the following bo added:— 

‘ But this paymsiit does not inoluds any monsy or property paid to the Panda for 
botiA-fide performance of any religious obserTsnoss.’ 

He said — “ The amendment 1 beg to move has reference to sub-clause (9) 
of clause 3 of the Bill, which seeks to make the de6ni'ion of the word ' lodger’ 
more explicit than what it is in the existing law ; and my proposal is that • 
further addition be made to that definition, by insetUng at its end toe words 
‘but this payment shall not include any -money or property paid to the Panda 
for hon& m performance of any religions observanoM. It “*7 «>® 
sub clause (9) simply contemplates payment made m consideration for the 
nrovision of accommodation, and necessarily excludes any i»yment made for 
the performance of religious observances; and the amendment, I ain pressing 
for, IS not, therefore, necessary. But 1 submit that sub-clanw (P) is not, 
suictly speaking, a necessity; as the High Court has held that pilgrims 
making any payments in consideration for the provwion of accommodation are 
‘lodgers’ within the meaning of the existing law, •“’^ ^*** neoewity for 
insefting the said sub clause is to make the meaning of the M 

it be BO, my amendment should be regarded in that light also. 

“ The obiect I have in view, in moving this amendment, is to me^ the 
case of a laree number of pilgrims, who canuot find accommodation in toe 

Ucensed lodging-houses during toe day. of big festivals, and who seek temjm- 

rary shelter in the cutcherry houses of the aamindars or m the verandahs 
Private houses - 1 mean bo^ which are not licensed u lodging-houses. 
The* Pandas generally secure such shelter for them, and the pilgrims do not 
HveintTe“pfa^ as^whole-time lodgers but they -imply get protection 
aJTini sun Snd rain, and as soon as thev visit the holy shrine, they ole« out 

Ttoetown. But according to the time-Uoured 

bv their religion, they are hound to pay something to toeir Pandas as prsMmi 
or tor papuj^BB it ie gLerally called, and this payment is made for the toiaf. 
performance of religiolis observances. 

<< XT w Rir it Tnav he arflued by the aealous worii— rs of the law, 

who to deal with the prosecution, under toe Act, tbiU ^ payme^ 

ladeto the Panda include, peyment for temporary accommoda^ 
made to tne ran^ ^ 

t^ m^niM of the Act, and^’toe owners of the private hoaaM ue, therafore, 
Sble to Jl^ution for wiffering ^ ^ " 
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ther«for« tneb paymenta are not daaily axeladed by anb-elauae (8), tiie owom 
«f thaae priTato houaea will dany protaetaoa to (ha pilgrims, whioh thay hava 
hitherto granted purely out of ganatons faalinga for the poor mlgrima ; and 
the rasnlt will be that a large nnmbar ol pilgrims, mndi larger than what are 
aooommodatad in the lod^ng-honaes, will bara no riialler daring thnr risit to 
the holy ai^ of Puri. It is too much to azpaetthattha owners of oriTata houses 
will oonsent to apply for liaansaa for tbair houses, as thay ao not afford 
shelter out of any j^nniarr consideration. My amendment, if it be aooaptad, 
will make the meaning of tna law quite elear on this point ; and will thereby 
remore a aouroe of great hardship to wlueh the pOgras will otherwise be 
subjeoted.*' 

The motion was put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Babo Kau Pada Gbobh also moved that elanse 9 of the Bill 
be omitted. He said 


“ My next amendment is that olause 9 of the Bill, whioh lays down that 
erer^ Inspeotor of a lodging<honse shall be deemed to be a public servant 
within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code, be omitted. In moving this 
amendment, 1 do not certainly lose sight of the fact that it is desirable that the 
Inspeotor diould not be bbstruoted in the discharge of his legitimate duties ; 
and that the question is, whether the necessity of this addition to section 11 
of the Act is justified by actual facts? The Act has been in force for nearly ' 
forty years, and has there been any frequency of oases of obstruction? I am 
informed that such cares hare been very rare; and, if there was any such 
case, it was due simply to the Inspeotor having chosen the most unreasonable 
and inconvenient time for bis inspection. The evil that will result, by insertion 
of section 11 A, will far outweigh the good which it may secure. The inspecting 
staff, under the existing droumstances, u generally recruited from a class of 
pwple who are not above suspicion ; and the inspection is not unoften made 
with an eye to blackmailing. The insertion of section 11 A will make theso 
Inspectors feel that they have been invested with higher status and authority, 
and this will afford them far greater opportunities of making their inspection a 
source of harassment to the pilgrims and of unnecessary prosecutions of the 
lodging-keepers and pandas. 

" So long os the inspecting staff is not improved, I cannot lend my support 
to a provision of the law whioh, in iU praotical operation, will serve as an 
engine of rapression.^ Moreover, the immunities provided in section 86 of 
(he dense afford suffident protection to meet the requirements of Inspectors, 
and there is no necesnty to make the law more stringent on this subject.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

The Hon’blo Babo Deva Pbasao Sabvaohikart moved that in sub-olanse 
(f) of danse 3 of the Bill after the words any other person ” the words •• on 
behalf of his Panda” be inserted. He said : — 


“ In the notes on this danse, in introducing the Bill, it was said that the 
proposed amendment was necessary for the purpose of including Pandas 
as lodging.hoim keepers. The objection to the clause, as it now stands, would 
be that even in a private house if a servant received any payment, the master 
will be liable, although be knew nothing about it; and thus even the innocent 
bukikttik might be a source of trouWe.' There is a long vista of nnimainned 
responsibilities on the part of householders entertaining friends or vidtors 
which ought to make one very careful with regard to this matter.” ’ 

The Hon’ble Mb. Olobah said « I see no objectiou to this amendment 
so for as Government is oonoeroed.” ’ 

The motUm was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Babu Dbta PBmD SABVADBiKAar requested His Honour’s 
ralmgM hu mztmr^m, considering that a s imil a r motion of the Hon’ble 
Baba Kali Pada Gboeh had bean loet ^ 


TheHon;ide TBBPitBpn>Biii; bdd that jUe HonTile Member must give ud 
the douse which has dtendy been lost. . V •wmuw give up 
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The Hon’ble Babu Deva Prasad Saevaohieabt then withdraw the words 
“ for performance of religious rites.” He said 

'*1 more, Sir, that, in the same sub-clause after the word ‘ Panda * in the 
last line, the following be added : ' not being payment of money or delirery 
of property for charitable purposes ; nor shall such term include bond-Jida seekers 
of health living in hotels, hostels, messes, or boarding-houses and sanitaria 
recognised by the Magistrate or Health Officer as such, though such persons 
may perform pilgrimage.* 

With regard to the first portion of my amendment, it often happens 
that persons leave with a Panda some money for distribution to the poor or 
for the benefit of the poor; and it will not be always easy to differen- 
tiate the reason and purposes for which these payments are made. Unless 
a safeguard like this is provided, people will be loath to trust money to 
their Panda even for charitable distribution which they cannot stay to see 
through. I do not wish to repeat the reasons my bon’ole friend has already 
given with regard to relinous performances; but with regard to charitable 
purposes this argument apjHies just as well. 

“ With regard tq the second portion of my amendment, the reason of it has 
already been stated in the Report of the Select Committee, which says : ‘ we 
have substituted the words ‘ a pilgrim ’ for ‘ an inmate so as to set at 
rest a question which has been raised as to the application of Bengal Act IV 
of 1871 to European boarding-houses and hotels which have been erected since 
that Act was passed.’ It is not European hotels alone, which require exemp- 
tion of the kind that the Select Committee rightly thought ought to bo 
allowed. There are Brahmo, Indian Christian and Mussulman and various 
other establishments of the same description springing up on all sides at 
our places of pilgrimage which are mostly sanataria and which will require 
exemption of the kind I ask for in this amendment. 

« Mr. Duke says the Magistrate of Balasoro has raised a question regard* 
ing the definition of ‘ lodger ’ and ‘ lodging-house.’ He says 

‘ Do not the defiuation of “ lodging-house ” and “ lodger ” require further amendment, in 
rieir of the European boarding-honsee and hotels and many private houses which are let on 
hi™ at times that have been built on the sea-faoe of Puri since the passing of the last Act P 
Would these houses have to be lioeneed in the same way as lodging-houses for bond-fidi 
^brrimsP This question was before raised by a Magistrate of Pun, ^ut not ^en up by my 
nrXiessor. Mr. Growse. We do not desire to apply the provisione of the LodRinthouse Act 
Ke Eumean boarding-houset on the eea-faw. These ere all within the 3slukhond 
Gowrament Estate, and the use of holdings, in this esUte, is regulatwl bv stnot nroviMons m 
th;!^ which sufficiently provide against their beiog used « lodgii^-houses for pilgitn^ 
The MriMt method would be not to attempt to alter the definitions, but to arrange to exclude 
the Balukhond Estate from the eoope of the Act.’ 

« Sir it is unfortunate that Mr. Duke’a requirementa for exemption has 
not met ’with the approval of this Council ; but I think, with regard to 
ho^a of the kind that baa been mentioned by him in bia note it la not 
necessary but desirable. Of course, it may be aaid that one does not 
&Xt aZ«d-;Ws pilgrim may be for there are Hindus go^ bad and 
iS^nt living in those houses who, if they are there, will feel it their 
duty to perform pilgrimage which however would not make them pilgrims 
meaning or spirit of the Act; and there is no reason why 
these nilerims and these houses should not be exempted from tbe operation 
S W Act The mere fact of their performing some pil^mage ought not to 
2 J.;* tlU ton Wng exdudnl ton the p.rn.. of th. U” 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, divided into two and put as 
follows : — 

ThatinBub.clauBe(P:iof clause 3 of the BiU after the word “Panda,” 

in the last Une, tbe following be added 

‘ Not being payment of money or deliTory of property for ohantable pnrpoeee. 

That in «nl> clause («) of clause 3 of the Bill after the word “ Panda,” 

in the last line, tbe following be added 

•Wn. ■bsll snob term indafie Omd-fide seekenof health, living in hotels, h^sla 
JwinSnT^!!^ rwmgnisrf by th. or HoMth 

oSSeer ss sndi, though tmSk psrlMi i»i pottem pilgiifflsge. 

IheM two motions were ie|«tMery j^t asd Ibrt; 
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The Hon’ble Babu Deva Pbasad Sabvadhieaby, by leave of the ConneU 
withdrew the following motion of which he had given notice, namely 

That for anb-clanae (b) of olauae 5 of the Bill the following be aabsti* 
tnted, namely : — 

* (5) for the wordi each night daring any part of whioh,” the words “ each night 
that ” ehall be snhititated.' 

The Hon’ble Babu Deva Pbasad Sabvadhikabt also, bv leave of the 
Council, withdrew the following motion of which he bad given notice, 
namely :~ 

, That clause 6 of the Bill be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deva Pbasad Sabvadhikabt, ^y leave of the Council, 
withdrew the following motion of which be bad given notice, namely 

"That the words ‘one rupee’ bo substituted for the words ‘the fee 

S able for a license under section 8,’ in the last line of clause 14 of the 

The Hon’ble Babu Deva Pbasad Sabvadhikabt also moved that the 
words " Lieutenant-Governor ” be substituted for the word " Magistrate,” 
in line 8 of the proposed amendment in clause 6 of the Bill. He said 
" Of course, there are some discretionary powers which have to be vested, 
and there is no doubt they ought to be vested, in the highest authority. We 
are living in days of decentralization ; but with regard to this matter it is 
always best to come up to head-quarters year after year, inorder that we 
may see whether in the existing state of things larger powers are necessary. 
No loss of time is likely to occur in these days of quick transmission of 
messages; and 1 think it matters are left in Your Honour’s hands, they will 
fare better than in the hands of the Magistrate from time to time. ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal submitted that if His Honour was 
not able to accept the motion to change the word " Magistrate” into ‘‘ Lieu- 
tenant-Governor”, the word " Commissioner” should be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham said: — "I see no objection to this amendment as 

f reposed by the fion’ble Babu Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary. In fact, personally 
think that it will bo preferable that the rate should be fixed by Govern- 
ment and notified in the Calcutta Gazette, so that it may be known to the public 
throughout the Province.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deva Pbasad Sabvadhikabt also moved that in sub- 
clause (iP) of clause 8 of the Bill, the figure " 8 ” be substituted for the figures 
“ 10 ”. 


The Hon’hle Mb. Oldham said : — ‘‘ I suggest to the Hon’ble Babu Deva 
Prasad Sarvadhikary as a compromise that the figure ‘ 9 ’ be substituted for the 
figures ‘ 10 ’ in clause 8 of the Bill.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Dbva Pbasad Sabvadhikabt said;— ‘‘I agree in 
compromises, and I accept it.” 

The motion was then put in the amended form and agreed to. 

The Eon’ble Babu Deva Pbasad Sabvadhikabt also moved that in sub- 
clause (c) of clause 8 of the Bill, the following words at the end be omitted 
" or by the Health Officer if he is also the Civil Medical Officer of the district.” 
He said 

" This amendment I hope the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill 
will also see his way to accept. Your Honour will see that the proposed 
amendment is -that no ‘entry, inspection or examination shall be made 
between the hours of 10 p.h. and 6 a,| 4,' except by (a) the Magistrate 
himself, or (b) the Health Officer,; hails 'also the Civil Mescal Officer 
of the district, or (c) any offieei) not the rank of Sub-Deputy 

Magistrate or Sub-l^lfuty Ckiljypotoi^ 1t^«^au^rued In writing in tins 
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behalf by the Magistrate, or by the Health Officer if he is also the Civil 
Medical Officer of the district.’ Bat under the law as it now stands the 
Hesdth Officer has no authority even daring the day to depute an inspect* 
ing officer by virtue of the amendment, he will be invested with authority 
daring the night. Mr. Duke has, I think, pointed out it would not be quite 
safe to invest the ordinary Health Officer with authority like this, l^cause he 
would generally be a low paid Civil Hospital Assistant. One cannot conceive 
of circumstances in which it is likely, even during the time when, say, the Magis- 
trate may be asleep, for the Health Officer to arouse his subordinates from bed 
and order them out ; and it is not his own subordinates that Health Officer 
is allowed to order out, but members of the Subordinate Magistracy who 
may not like to be ordered about like this by a mere Health Officer. Work and 
disception will alike suffer and the Health Officer will be given powers, durinv 
the night which he has not in day time, and 1 hope my hon^le friend wiO 
see his way to accept the amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Eau Paoa Ghosh said :->** I think the discussion in 
the Select Committee on this showed that wo intended to do what has just been 
said by my hon’ble ffiend. He wanted the Magistrate himself or the Health 
Officer, or any officer not below the rank of Sub-Deputy Magistrate or Sub- 
Deputy Collector, to be empowered to make an inspection during such hours of 
the night. For my own part, I never thought who intended in the Select 
Committee that the Health Officer should be empowered to authorize any other 
person to make the inspection.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charam Pal said:— “I support my hon’blo 
friend and I wish to point out that this section invests the Magistrate and the 
Health Officer with certain powers to delegate their functions to certain other 
officers, just as the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation delegates his powers to 
officers under him. Now, the Magistrate, of all officers in a district, knows 
a Sub- Deputy Magistrate or a Sub-Deputy Collector bettor than the Civil 
Surgeon of the district ; and if power is to ^ given to any officer, I think it is 
just and proper that the Magistrate should be empowered and not the Civil 
Medical Officer, who belongs to a different department.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhab Pbasad said : — “ I support the motion.”" 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham said “ The Hon’ble Member seems to have 
missed the real point of the proviso. Clause (c) is intended to enable the 
Health Officer to pass an order when the District Mu^trate is not available— 
when, for instance, be is on tour in a distant part of bis district, and not when 
be is asleep. In many places, most of the executive work in connection with 
administration of the law falls upon the Health Officer ; and this is another 
reason why the suggestion was made. However, the matter is not a very 
important one; and in view of the fact that in the first clause of the section the 
Health Officer has not been given power to authorize in writing any person 
to enter and inspect, 1 have no objection to the amendment being carried.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham moved that the Bill, as settled in Council, be 
passed. He said : — 

« The Bill before the Council to-day is a very simple one. When it 
was first introduc^ in this Council, an attempt was made to make out that 
grave changes were contemplated in the principles of the Act. • How very 
far that was from the truth, has been disclosed by the subsequent proceedings 
in the Select Committee. All communications received from the local associa- 
tions Ahat. were consulted on the provisions of the Bill hav e been very 
carefully considered by the Sd^ect Committee, and every weight given 
to the arguments put forwBjd,^,Tbe two gentlemen on this Council, who 
represent the Divisions in which flaiwasaost important places of pilgrimage to 
whioh this Act has been dttepded lie, ivece on the Select Committee. I refer 
to the Hon’ble Babu QajadhurJPhrtwT sjli*il»actfble BSibu Kali Pada Ghosh. 
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The three provisionfl of the Bill to which objection wm chiefly taken were^ha 
definition of the word ^ lodger/ the raising of the maximum in eecfion 8 and the 
omission of the word ‘ reasonable^ in section 10, The opposition to the otlier 
provisions of the Bill was extremely sli^t. The Select Committee made 
concessions on each of these three points. The definition of the word^ ‘ lod^r/ 
as now proposed, can hardly ^ve rise to any reasonable objection, ^^he 
maximum fee under section 8 has been fixed at Re. 1, in deference to the opinion 
expressed by certain associations, and as suggested by the Indian Association' 
and the Bihar Landholders’ Association. 1 may mention for the information 
of the Council that this maximum of one rupee is already in force in ail places, 
other than Puri, to which the Act has been extended. The rate was introduced 
by Bengal Act II of 1879. There is no reason whatever why Puri should be 
treated differently in this respect from other places of pilgrimage. All that 
has been done, therefore, is to prescribe an uniform rate; In regard to the objec- 
tion taken to the proposed amendment of section 10, the Select Committee 
^added an important proviso. This proviso has been slightly modified in Council 
to-day, and the section as it now stands ought, I think, to meet with the 
approval of all concerned. 1 move that the BUI as now settled in Council, be 
passed.” * 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh said Tam thankful to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Oldham and to the Select Committee that some of the proposals, in their 
entirety, and some partially, have been adopted. But I must confess a sense of 
disappointment that the llon’ble Mr. Oldham could not see his way to accept 
two amendments of a very material character, and particularly the one which 
related to the amendment of the word ‘ day and the other amendment is that 
relating to the payment by pilgrims of money to Pandas purely, for their 
services. If the Hon’ble Member could have accepted these two amendments, 
I could assure him that this Bill would have been accepted by the people of 
Orissa without any serious complaints. But these are the two principal provi- 
sions of the Bill, which will make the people of Orissa feel that a Legislature 
has sought to lay down distinction upon the easy influx of pilgrims to that 
holy city : in other words, has sought to interfere to some extent in the perform- 
ance of religious rites.” 

The Hon’ble Babu JoGENDKACHANDEAQHOSBsaid:— ‘‘ Allthatl must say is, 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Oldham has not recognized I think in these objections the 
services of the non-official Members in bringing the amendments to his notice.” 

llie Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal said I think we must say, 
although we differ from the Government in one or two points, that this Bill has 
been conceived in the best interests of the people. The Hon’ble Babu Kali 
Pada Qliosh has referred to two points on which the opinion of the people 
had not been taken into due consideration.. Sir, I think, having ^ard to the 
expression of the opinion of bodies like the British Indian Association and the 
Orissa Association and the strong opposition of the non-official members, 
section 7 of the^Act might have been modified and the word * day’ might have 
been omitted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham said:— *‘I am sure, Sir, that the Hon’ble Babu 
Jogendra Cfiandra Ghose is under a very grave misapprehension if he thinks I 
do not recognize very fully the kind assistsmoe which the non-offici^ Members 
of the Select Committee gave me in considering the provisions of this 
Bill ; and 1 am very thankful not only to them, but also to the official Membra 
of the Select Committee who assisted. I move. Sir, that the . Bill, as settled 
in Council, be passed,” 

The mdlion was then put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned rine di$. 


Cauotta; ^ I F. G. WIGLET, 
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Ahttraet of tht Proettdingt of the Council of ths LieutenanU Governor of 
aeiembled under the provieiont of the Indian CounciU AeU, 1861 and 189S, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 11th July, 
1908, at 11 iuu. 

{IrcBcnt: 

The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraser, k.c.6.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, pretiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Macpherson, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. T. Greer, c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. P. Sinha, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’blo Mr. E. W. Collin, 

The Hon’ble Mu. F. W. Duke. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Inglis, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. C. Steeatfeild. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. E. A. W. Oldham. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. P. Chapman. 

'I'he Hon’ble Sir Charles Allen, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghosk, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Rau Pada Ghosh, m.a,, b.l. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kiqhori Lal Goswaui Bahadur, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja- Dhiraj Bijav Chand Mahi'ab Bahadur of 
Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A, Laemour. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. P. Sinha and the Hon’ble Mr. F. W, Duke took 
their aeati in Coondl. 
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STATEMENTS AS TO ANARCHISM. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose said “ I beg leave to make 
a statement. I have been authorized by the members of the District Boards, 
the Local Boards, and the Municipalities of the Presidency Division ‘ to state 
that they view with abhorrence the anarchical crimes lately committed, that 
they are keenly alive to the great benefits of the British rule, and that they 
undertake to exert all the influence they possess on the side of order and peace 
in the country. They beg to assure the Government that tiie great mass of 
the people are loyal and wholly unaffected by British agitations, and 
they trust that for the crimes of the few, the people of Bengal as a whole 
should not be objects of suspicion or in any way suffer; and that the Govern- 
ment will be pleased to go on in its beneficent course of furthering the progress 
of education, the (ioveloj)ment of agriculture and industries and of sanitation 
in the country, and grant a larger measure of self government which it might 
have been prepared to grant if the incidents of the last two or three years had 
not liappened.’ 

‘‘ More than four hundred members of the Boards, being about 90 per cent. 
of the entire number, most of whom arc elected, representatives of over 
one million of liengalis, have given me authority in writing. Only two 
gentlemen have written to say that the statement was unnecessary, and resolu- 
tions of two or three public bodies have omitted the last few lines of the 
statement, though most of their members have individually given an uncondi- 
tional authority. 

“As a sample, 1 beg leave to place before Your Honour a letter from the 
Vice-Chainiittii of the 24-Pargana8 District Board. ‘Referring to your very 
laudable pro])<'sal to make a statement at the next meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative (’ouncil, 1 unhesitatingly beg to submit on my behalf and on behalf 
of the District Board, 24-Parganas, that wc each and all of us dissociate our- 
selves from all anarchical movements of a microscopical minority which is looked 
upon with extreme abhorrence and hatred. It is incumbent on mo to assure 
you that we have not the slightest sympathy with the political propaganda of 
aaf/- British fanatics who want to upset a settled Goveinment and introduce 
chaos and disorder in the place of peace and prosperity, and I would earnestly 
re(jueat you to be so good hs to represent the cherished views and sentiments 
of our Board at the next meeting of the Council ’ 

“ It is our fervent prayer that the Government will be graciously pleased 
to continue their beneficent course of furthering the progress of education, 
the development of agriculture and industries and of sanitation, and grant a 
larger measure of self-government.” 

The Hon^ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad said: — “With Your Honour’s 
permission 1 want to make a statement on behalf of the whole of Bihar. 
I beg to assure Your Honour that the Biharis do not sympathize with the 
movement of the Anarchists— rather they view it with a feeling of deep 
abhorrence. They are of opinion that full patriotism is synonymous with full 
loyalty to Government. Government is bound to put down anarchy for the 
welfare of the people, and in taking any measure to suppress anarchism the 
Government is entitled to the full and earnest support of the people, and 
I hope the Indians will unhesitatingly and freely give such support.” 

The Hon’blo the President said : — “ I do not think it is necessary for any 
Ilon’ble Member to state his own views, and unless any other Hon’ble Member 
has authority to state the views of others, it is perhaps unnecessary to prolong 
the discussion. 

“ I think that Ilon’ble Members will agree with me that our colleague 
has rendered public service of some value in obtaining this expression of 
opinion from the members of the District Boards, Local Boards, and Hunici- 
palijties who have selected him for nominatioa to this Councit. Ashe has 
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stated, the members of these bodies are practically unanimous in their abhor* 
renoe of the crimes lately committed and attempted. They desire to assure 
the Goyemment that the great mass of tlie pt>oplo, whom they represent in the 
local bodies of the Presidency Division, are loyal and wholly unufleotcd by 
anti-British agitation ; and they express the hope that the crimes of the few will 
not subject the people of Bengal to general suspicion, nor prevent the 
Government from pursuing its course of rtforui and efforts after improvement 
in administration. 

“ My hon’ble friend showed me Inst Thursdny the mass of letters which he 
has received authorizing him to make the statement which ho has made to-day 
on behalf of his constituents. Only two letters out of the Inmdreas 
which he showed me fail to express cordial sympathy with the sentiments 
of loyalty w'hicii his statement contains, and the writers of those letters 
only disagree so far as to sny tliat they do not consider his statement 
necessary. 1 am glad that this view was found to be so very exceptional. It 
has been too long a reproach to men of moderate opinions that they liavo 
failed to see the necissityfor speaking out in a manly and straightforwaid 
way. I hope that wo are done with this. I have especially noticed tho 
courtesy and eager cordiality, not to say enthusiasm, which tho vast majority 
of these letters have evinced. Tlicy are written by Englishmen, Hindus and 
Muhammadans; and, whatever the race or religion of the writor, his entire 
sympathy with the statement which our hou’ble friend dosirod authority to 
make is manifested in tho clearest manner. 

“There were, I think, only two letters, in addition to tho two already 
referred to, which did not accent flio whole of the statement proposetl. 
These were from two gentlemen who thought that the last part of the state- 
ment might bo omitted. One of them explained that as a father and a teaelier 
ho bad found that it was not well to ‘jmnish and pet’ at the same timo* He 
therefore proposed that reform should be suspended until public order was 
completely' restored. I was glad to see that this proposal was made by only 
two of those who replied to tlio Hon'ble Member s letter. It may not be 
a sound thing to punish and pet a child at the same time, but it is (piite 
unsound to deprive ouo person of bonehts hocuuse it is necessary to punish 
anotlier. 

“ There is no intention on the part of Government to make concessions to 
disorder, but there is a determination not to allow tho crimes of a few to divert 
it from its policy of just and progressive administration. 1 think that wo have 
good reason to congratulate ourselves that tho Secretary of State and His 
Excellency the Viceroy have both declared emphatically that they will not 
stay their hand in the work of reform, and in the just and beneficent rule of 
this country, because what we believe to be a very minute minority of the 
people has adopted a course of conduct which calls for the severest repression 
and punishment. 

“J"or my own part I feel that the police must bo called on to 
take special precautions for the prevention of crimes contemplated by a section 
of the community, and that every effort must be made by the (iovernment, in 
the interests of sound administration and in the interests of the people them- 
selves to crush and punish these efforts to disturb the public peace and to 
incite to, or to commit acts of lawless and wicked violence. But at 
the same time 1 cannot admit that my opinion of, or my regard for, tho 
people of India as a whole has undergone any vciv serious change from 
the events which have occurred. I do not attribute these events to tlie people 
Generally, and ^ decline to condemn the wliolo population for the crimes of a 
few. 

“ I earnestly trust tl at the clear declaration of loyalty and of regard for 
order which has been made here to-day, and which is now being made in so 
many parts of India, will prevent the people generally from being biispocteri of 
complicity in, or indifference to, these crimes. I trust also that it will tend to 
give more courage to those who have found it in the past somewhat difficalt to 
speak for order and for peace and lead them to take up a stronger position in 
face of the noisy minority that advocate disorder and disloyalty.’* 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

LOCATION OP THE PK0P08ED TBAINING COLLEGE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad said:— 

In view of the facts that Bengal is far more advanced edacationallj than 
Bihar, and that the need of a Training College is not so great in Calcutta as 
in Bihar, will it please the Government to locate the proposed Training College 
for teachers at Patna or at Bhagalpur ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatpeild replied : — 

The location of the proposed Training College has not yet been finally 
settled. The claims of Bihar will receive careful consideration.” 

THE BENGAL LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham moved that the Bill to amend the Bengal Local 
Self-Government Act of 1885 be re-committed to the Select Committee for the 
incorporation of provisions relating to sanitation and provisions for preventing 
the diversion of the road-cess. He said 

It will be within the recollection of this Council that after the presenta- 
tion of the last Report of the Select Committee on this Bill, the con- 
sideration of the measure was, in view of the opinion then expressed, 
postponed by llis Honour the President in order that steps might be taken, 
with the sanction of the Government of India, to the insertion of provisions for 
(1) ear-marking the road-ceas for the objects for which it is collected, and (2) 
giving Local Union Committees certain powers in respect of measures of 
sanitation, conservancj^, drainage and water-supply, subject in certain cases 
to the control of the District Board and the Commissioner, and empowering 
them to supplement the funds available for such local improvements by 
permissive local taxation, 

“The draft amendments have since been framed, and the sanction of the 
Government of India has been received to their introduction. I need say 
little in regard to the proposals for ear-marking the road-cess. The 
amendments suggested by this Government with this object, which involve 
amendment of sections 52, 53, 138 and Schedule II of the Act, have been 
accepted by the Government of India, on condition that power be expressly 
reserved to Government to condone any temporary or exceptional deviation 
from the rule. In regard to local sanitation, it is proposed, amongst other 
provisions, ,to allow a Union Committee to undertake works of sanitation 
suo moto, subject to the control of the District Board and of rules made by the 
Lieutenant-Governor; to deal with insanitary villages or insanitary blocks in 
villages, in accordance with a scheme to be approved by the District Board 
and the Commissioner; to employ special establishment for the cleansing of 
villages and to require occupiers of houses to cleanse their holdings; to 
control the construction of new buildings, and to supplement their income by 
levying light taxation from the owners or occupiers of property within the 
Union. Appeals to the District Magistrate and the Commissioner of the 
Division have also been provided for as a safeguard.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also moved that the Hon’ble Mr. Greer, the 
Hon'ble Kai Rishori Lai Goswami Bahadur and the Mover be added to the 
tSelect Committee on the same Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned to a date to bo notified hereafter. 

F. Q. Vi6ley, 

Sdeniaiy k tk$ OtmiM, 


Calcutta j 
n»m Avgrut^ 1908 
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,j .... — •/ /Ai LimUn'int- Governor of Beng»lf 

attembled under ike proviiions o) the Indian Counctls Ach, ISO! and 1892. 


The Council met in tlio Council Chamber on Saturday, the loth 
August, 1908, at 11 i.m. 

J) V 1 6 f n t ; 

The Ilon’ble Mu. R. T. Greek, c.s.i., praiding. 

The Hon’blo Me. W. H. II. Vincent. 

The Hon’blo Mr. S. P. Sinha, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Lvous, c s.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. C. Stkeatfeild. 

The Hon’blc Mu. E. P. Chapman. 

I’he Ilon’ble Sir Charles Allen, Kt. 

The Hon’blo Uabu Uaoua Charan Pal. 

The Hon’blo Baku Jogendra Chandra Ghosk, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kau Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bihaduk, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’blc Maharaja- Dhiraj Bijay Chand Mahtab Bahadur op 
Bdrdwan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadiiab Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deva Prasad SARVADUiKARr, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mb. F. A. Larhoub. 

NEW MEMBER. 

The Uon’ble^UB. W. fi. H. Vincent took bis seat in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

CKNTRiX WEAVING SCHOOL IN SEfiAMPORE. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons of the delay — 

{a) in the opening of the Central Weaving School in Serampore^ 
sanctioned by the Government some time ago ; and 

in building the school-house and its adjuncts on the land acquired 
by the Government for that purpose some time ago ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Strkatfkild replied ; — 

*^(a) The delay in opening the Central Weaving School at Serampore is 
due to the difficulty in securing the services of a properly-q^ualified Principal 
and Assistant Principal. The Principal recruited by iUe Secretary of State 
failed at the last moment. Fui'ther proposals in regard to the selection of a 
Principal have now been submitted to the Government of India, and it is hoped 
that a suitable officer will shortly be appointed. 

“(J) The building of the school has been postponed until the arrival of 
the Principal, without whos** expert advice it w ould be inadvisable to erect 
worluhops and machinery.’’ 


kankinaba bomb outrage. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, asked:— 

Will the Government be pleased to consider the expediency of disclosing 
the grounds which led the Police— 

(d) to suspect some respectable men in Bhatpara, notably a pandit 
who is well known for his Sanskrit erudition and for purity of 
character, of having been concerned in what is popularly 
known as “ the Kankinara bomb outrage ” ; 

(J) to search their houses, and then to arrest them and to bring them 
up for trial in the Court cf the Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah; 
and 

(c) to withdraw the prosecution without disclosing the chargee on 
which they were put on their trial ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

It is inevitable that when some persons of ^ respectable ’ position are 
indoubtedly guilty of crime, the mere fact of respectability will not shield 
other respectable persons from suspicion when information is received and 
evidence exists against them. It is also unavoidable that prompt action most 
be taken on information and evidence produced in such cases, if action is to 
bex)f any use. Hence there is unfortunately, in such cases and under such 
circumstances, the possibility of causing annoyance and inconvenience tp 

E ersons who may afterwards appear, or prove to be, innocent. The Police 
ave avoided, and do avoid, this as much as possible, and exercise all the care 
they can, consistently with the public safety, |t is impossible, in view of the^ 
pubUc interests, to (hsclose the ^pounds on which acifon was tak^ in this^ 
particular case,” 
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CAB&YING OP HINDU COHP8E8 IN THE DUM-DUM CANTONMENT. 

The Hon'ble Babu Radha Chaban Pal asked 

(a) Is it B fact, as stated in the Bengalee newspiyper of July 29th, that 
a Caatonment Committee at Dum*Dum has passed a Kesolution restricting the 
carrying of the corpses of Hindus between sunrise and 7 in the morning 
and again between 12 noon and 3 in the afternoon, along Jessore Road? 

(i) Is it a fact, as stated in the same newspaper, in its issue of the 31st 
July, that as many as twelve persons have been fined for carrying corpses 
along the Jessore Road beyond the hours specified in the aforesaid 
Resolution ? 

(c) If so, is the Government aware that such limitation of hours seriously 
interferes with the reUgious injunctions of the Hindus relating to the disposal 
of the dead, the instantaneous removal and cremation of corpses being strictly 
laid down in the Baetrae ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased, in consonance with its wise 
and beneficial policy of non-interference with the religious practices of the 
people, to direct the local authorities to allow the cor[>ses of Hindus to be 
conveyed to the burning-ghftt along Jessore Road as before? 

The Hon’ble Me. Stbeatfeild said 

The matter will be inquired into.’’ 

ALIPOEE EKFORMATOKY SCHOOL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaban Pal asked 

(a) Is it proposed to remove the Alipore Reformatory School to Hazari- 
bagh ? 

(J) If 80 , has the Board of Management of the Aliporo Reformatory 
School been contulted on the subject, and with what results ? 

(c) Is it a fact that two Committees appointed by the Govemnient and 
presided over by Mr. Justice Pargiter and the Hon’ble Mr. Collin, respectively, 
objected to the amalgamation of the Alipore Reformatory School with the 
Bazaribagh Reformatory, and that the late Director of Public Instruction, Sir 
Alexander Pedler, was opposed to the amalgamation and urged the necessity 
of retaining the Alipore Reformatory near Calcutta ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Sir Charles Ellk tt, while Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, rejected the proposal of amalgamation, which emanated from the Board 
of Management of the Hazaribagb Reformatory, on the objections raised by the 
Alipore ^ard of Management, especially those of Messrs. Garrett and Amir 
Ali, who wore then Members of the Board ? 

{e) Is it a fact that the late Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Woodburoi 
also dropped the proposal of amalgamation ? 

(/) In the event of the removal of the Alipore Reformatory School to 
Hazaritegh, vrill it not be necessa^ to open a depdt for boys who are at 
present working on license, in Calcutta and Howrah, and thereby a large 
expenditure will be incurred, in building and in acquiring land and in main- 
taining a new staff of Superintendents and guards, ape^ from the charges of 
escorting boys to, and bringing back the Calcutta boys from, Hazaribagb ? 

Having regard to the fact that, boys in the Alipore School being 

E nno^ly from Calcutta, its suburbs and Bengal Proper, its removal would, 
1 the words of Mr. Justice Pargiter, add some of the terrors of transportation 
to those of imprisonment,” will the Government be' pleased to drop the proposal 
of &e removal of the Alipore Reformatory to Hazaribagb, or consult public 

ViaT/wa that StCp ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Stbeatfkild replied : — 

‘‘It IB proposed to remove the Alipore Reformatory School to Hazaribagh 
and to amalgamate it with the Reformatory School at that place. The 
transfer of boys is already taking place. 

“ The present site of the Alipore Reformatory School has been found 
altogether unsuitable for the purpose, and the transfer of the school to 
another site is a matter of necessity. This necessity became urgent owing 
to the late outbreak of beri beri in the school. The difficulty of finding a 
healthy and spacious site in the immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta is 
almost insuperable and the cost of such a site would be prohibitive. 

“Aftermost careful consideration of all the circumstances, the Lieutenant- 
Governor was fully convinced that, for the sake of tlie boys’ health as well 
of efficiency and discipline, the amalgamation of the two schools at Hazari- 
bflgh WHS very desirable, especially as the buildings at that place are sufficiently 
8})aciou8 to receive all the boys, and as the amalgamation could therefore be 
effected promptly and at comparatively small cost. As His Honour was quite 
satitfied that the amalgamation ought to be carried out, it was not thought 
necessary to consult the Board of Management. The Board have, however, 
been informed officially of the intentions of Government. The arrange- 
ments for licensing boys have not yet been decided upon. It is not proposed 
at present to open a separate depot in Calcutta, 

“ It appears to the Lieutenant-Governor to bo entirely unreasonable and 
improper to apply the expression ‘terrors of transportation’ to a land 
journey of 2*05 miles, of which 215 can bo performed by train. The expres- 
sion ‘ imprisonment ’ as apj)lied to detention in a Reforniatory School is also 
misleading under present conditions. These schools are no longer under 
the Jail Department. They are managed entirely by the Education Depart- 
ment; and every effort is made to secure that tlioir general character shall 
be as much as possible that of a school and as little as possible that of a 
prison, Tlio one object of these schools is the reclamation of boys from a 
career of crime to one of usefulness; and there is reason to believe that the 
attainment of this object is moie easily secured where the boys are altogether 
removed from tlie iufluGnco of old associates and surroundings. Boys from 
Assam have always been sent to the Hazaribagh Roformatoiy School without 
objection; and there is therefore no reasonable ground for making the 
removal thither of boys frouA Bengal a matter of grievance. 

“ The Government has no intention of dropping the proposal.” 

FAMINE IN THE NADIA AND IN THE 24.PARGANAS DISTRICTS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radua Charan Pal asked; — 

Will the Government be pleased to state the extent and intensity of 
famine in the Meherpur Sub-division in the district of Nadia and in Basirhat 
Sub-division in the district of the 24-Pargana8, and the steps taken to alleviate 
the distress of the people ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 


“ Distnet Nadia . — The area afPected in the Meherpur Sub-division is 
257 square miles with a population of 160,000. No separate statistics of 
numbers on relief and expenditure incurred are available in respect of this 
sub-division. In the district taken as a whole, the area affected is 963 square 
miles with a population of 532,000 persons. About Rs. 5,85,600 have been 
distributed in loans under the Land Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loans 
Acts. Relief is being given by means of works carried on through the District 
Board ; gratuitous r^ef has also been given where needed. Grants aggre- 
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Thii^ howeyer, will be devoted solely to the purposes for which this Fund has 
been raised. On the last August, 3,845 persons were employed on works, and 
Es. 860 were distributed to ^,976 persons as gratuitous reliof for tlie week. 
There has been good rain and the prospects of too crops are fair. 

“ Dietrici :?4-P«ryon«.— Government is not aware of any severe distress 
in the Basirhat Sub-division, although careful inquiries have been made by the 
Sub-divisional Officer. There has been good, rain throughout the district, and 
prospects of crops are on the whole fair.” 

THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1007. 

The Uon’blo Mr. Vincent moved for leave to withdraw tho Chota Nagpur 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1U07. He said 

“ This Bill was introduced into Council in tho early part of last your. 
It was then referred to a Select Committee. On a dotailod examination 
it was found that it was open to objection in some particulars and incomplete 
and deficient in others. It is therefore proposed to proceed no further 
with that measure, and I have now to ask leave of this Council to withdraw 
the same.” 

The motion was put and greed to. 

THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY AND SETTLEMENT BILL, 1008. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Vincent also moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
amend and consolidate certain enactments relating to the law of Landlord and 
Tenant, and the sottlomeut of rents in Chota Nagpur. Ho said 

“ Tho law on this subject is at present contained in a number of Acts, 
mostly Acts of tliis Council. In the district of Manbhum, however, Act 
X of 1859, which is not, 1 tliink, an Act of this Council governs tho relations 
between landlord and tenant. In tho rest of tho division, Bengal Act 1 of 1879 
is in force. It has since been amended in some particulars by two later Acts of 
1903 and 1905. There is also a special Act regarding the mutation of praedial 
conditious, being Bengal Act IV of 1897 ; and finally a number of soctious of 
Act VllI of 1885, being the Bengal Tenancy Act, are in force in (Hiota Nagpur 
excluding the district of Manbhura, by virtue of tho Notifications of the 
Government of Bengal specified in paragraph 2 of tho Statement of Objects 
and Reasons. 

“Tho present Bill has been framed to suporsodo and consolidate tho Acts 
at present in force in Chota Nagpur (excluding Manbhum), and by clause 1 oi 
the Bill power has been retained to extend tho Bill or any portions of the 
same to the district of Manbhum, if it sl.'ould apjmtir ndvisnblo to do so. 
I do not propose to deal with tho provisions of the Bill ut any groat longtli 
at this stage of tho proceedings. The same are discussed fully in tin- State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons which has boon circulated and wdiicn is an 
annexurototheBill. Moreover, tho provisions of tho Bill will be considerod 
in greater dutall in Select Committee. At the same time, I think it my duty 
to give tho Council some account of the history of tl'O proposed legislation 
and of the main principles thoroiu contained. Bengal Act I of 1879 was 
amended as 1 have said in 1903 and 1905. In 1900, further proposals for 
amendment were made. These proposals were subsequently formulated in the 
Bill which liaa-jusl now boon withdrawn. After tlio consideration oi that Bill 
in Select Committee, afresh amending Bill was drafted by the Government on 
the basis of tho recommendations of the Select Committee, and the new Bill was 
discussed at considerable length at repeated meetings convened hj' direction of 
the Lieutenant-Governor at Ranchi in August last. At these Conlorences, 
renreaentatives of all classes interested in the welfare of larullord and tenant 
in Qiota Nagpur were present and the provisions of the draft Bill were consi- 
dered and discuss^ at length and in detail, and finally tho same wore accepted 
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with some modifications, and a final Conference was held at which His Honour 
presided when the proceedings of the previous Conferences were considered and 
approved. The Government was tnen of opinion that it would be incon- 
venient to pass another merely amending Bill, and that it would be well to 
take the opportunity of consolidatiiig the unrepealed portions of the existing 
law and tbe proposed changes into one Bill, and in accordance with that 
view the present Bill has been framed. It also includes some amendments—* 
though comparatively few — of importance which were not considered at the 
Banchi Conference. 

Having stated briefly a history of the present Bill, I now wish to lay 

important changes which are contained in 
the same. In the first place, the principle of the settled raiyat, which has 
been accepted for many years in the rest of Bengal, is now recognized in Chota 
Nagpur. 

In the year 1901, a suggestion was made by the Government of India 
that the Lieutenant-Governor should consider the expediency of assimilating 
the law on this point in Chota Nagpur with the provisions of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. His Honour W6U3 then of opinion that tne Government had not 
sufficient information in regard to local conditions to enable it to accept tbe 
proposal. Since then a quantity of information on the subject has been 
collected by the Settlement Department, and the Government is now, after a 
consideration of the same, of the opinion that there are no valid reasons for 
retaining raiyata in Chota Nagpur, in a less advantageous position in this 
respect than the raiyats in the rest of Bengal. Similarly, it is proposed in the 
Bill to ameliorate the position of non-occupancy raiyats. Bengal Act 1 of 1879 
practically gives this class of raiyats no rights, and so far as that Act is 
conccrnea they are, independent of any customary rights, tenants at will, and 
are liable to bo called upon to pay rack rents and to summary ejectment 
at the hands of the landlord. It is proposed in the present Bill to assimilate 
the position of a non-occupancy raiyat in Chota Nagpur with that held in the 
rest of Bengal. 

“ There is also no provision in the existing Act for tbe mutation of rents 
in kind into money rents. Provision has been made on the lines of the corre- 
sponding sections of the Bengal Tenancy Acts for such mutations. 

** I now come to the question of enhancements of rents of occupancy tenants 
on wiiich point the Bill makes very material changes in the law. At present 
the law on the subject of enhancements in Chota Nagpur is contained in 
section 21 of Bengal Act I of 1879. Enhancements by private contract are in 
the opinion of the executive authorities entirely prohibited by section 21 of 
Bengal Act I of 1879, and enhancements can be effected legally only by an 
order of the Deputy Commissioner. Even Revenue-officers preparing records- 
of-rights, have no authority to settle rents. 

‘^It is now proposed to change this and to enact that all enhancements of 
rents in areas whore a rocord-of-rights has been prepared, subject to certain 
conditions, shall be effected only at periodical revisions of settlement. This 

g roposal was accepted gladly and without a single dissentient voice at the 
aiichi Conference. It does not seem necessary, therefore, for me to dwell 
upon it at any length. 

“ The customary rights of aboriginal raiyats in jungle and waste lands 
of their villages are a possession which these people greatly cherish. At the 
same time, they are the subject of constant disagreements and disputes with 
the landlord ; and the difficulty of deciding such disputes satismctorily is 
enhanced by the absenoe in many cases of any documentary evidence regard- 
ing the same. To remove this difficulty it is proposed to utilize the 
services of Settlemeut-offioers engaged in the publication of reoords-of-rigbts 
who will be required under the provisions of the Bill to make a record of 
such customary rights when preparing a record of other tenants’ rights under 
Chapter XII of the Bill* This record will have of course only the presumptive 
value that attaches to the reoord-of-ri^hts. Similarly, the customai^ rights of 
raiyats in ^gard to the conversion of jungle and waste landb into rice lancU have 
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he&Ei dearly and specifically set forth in clauses 64 and 65 of Ae Bill, and 
Setflemwit-offioerB when preparing records of-rights are called upon to include a 
statempat in r^ard to this right in the record, if so directed by the Local 
Gotemment. This subject of the reclamation of waste lends, locally known 
as the prepwation of Koriar or Ehandwat^ was discussed at very great len^ 
at the Banchi Conferences to which referouce has been made, and the provisions 
of the Bill are based entirely on the decisions of that Conference. 

‘‘ Provision has also been made in Chapter XIV of the Bill for the protec* 
tion of the interest of landlords in those privileged lands in which rights of 
occupancy do not ordinarilly accrue. These lands correspond to the lands 
commonly termed teraii in the Bengal Tenancy Act, and the proposals 
on this point also are based on the decisions arrived at in the Conference. 
Another veiy important matter to which attention should bo drawn is that 
discussed in Chapter XV of the Bill. It has been found in certain backward 
portions of the ai vision that the customary rights of village headmen and other 
cultivating raiyats have been Bystematically disregarded by powerful landlords, 
and that the aboriginal tenants in such areas have been entirely unable to 
secure redress for their grievances in the ordinary Civil Courts, and the 
provisions of this Chapter have been framed for the protection of those tenants 
where such action is found necessary. It is proposea to empower the Local 
Government to direct the preparation of the rocord-of-rights in selected areas 
which shall be final and conclusive evidence of the particulars recorded therein. 
It is not the intention of the Government to enforce the provisions of this 
Chapter generally or freely, and it is clearly to bo understood that it will \\o 
utilized only in particular areas after clear proof of the iiocossity of special 
measures for the protection of aboriginal raiyats. There are in the existing law 
similar provisions for the protection of Mtwdari Khmt' KattidarB and in the 
Sonthal rarganas, a district inhabited by aboriginals of similar races to those 
that inhabit Chota Nagpur, a settlement record-of-rights is final and conclusive, 
80 that the proposals contained in this Chapter cannot bo considered to bo either 
new or untried. 

^^I find I have omitted by oversight one change of some importance which 
occurs earlier in the Bill : I refer to clauses 50 and 51 of the Bill. 

Clause 51 of the Bill is based on section 84 of Act VIII of 1885, and 
enables a landlord in certain circumstances to acquire a raiyat’s holding for 
purposes of general utility. 

‘‘By clause 50 of the Bill, similarly, it is proposed to authorise 
raiyats to sell their own holdings or a portion of the same for purposes of 

f eneral utility without the consent of their landlords with the sanction of tlie 
deputy Commissioner. Provision has at the same time been made for safe* 
guarding the landlords’ interests before such transfers are Bunctioned. 

“ Finally, there are two clauses of the Bill to which special attention 
should be directed, as they involve principles of very great importance. 

“ I refer to clauses 95 and 134— sub-clauses (5) and [6), The first of these 
modifies the effects of Civil and Revenue Courts decrees in regard to certain 
matters in the areas under settlement. The reason for the insertion of this 
provision is that it is believed that Revenue-officers inquiring locally irito the 
questions referred to in the section are in a bettor position to ascertain the 
actual facts than any Civil or Revenue -officers sitting at head-quarters can bo, 
and the Government desires therefore that the inquiries and decisions of 
Revenue-officers on the questions referred to should not be unduly hampered or 
limited owing to the existence of decress of Civil or Revenue Courts, having m 
view the fact that such decrees are based on insufficient information. At the 
same time, it is not proposed to treat these decrees as worthless. They are 
made relevant evidence of the fact stated therein. 

« Sub-clauses (5) and {6. of clause 134 give the Keyenuo Courts jurisdiction 
to entertain certain classes of suits lietwoen landlords and cultivating tenants and 
between landlords and village headmen. Under the existing law, these suits ar^ 
bied by ordinary Civil Courts. 
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‘‘It has been found by experience that ignorant aboriginali are not able 
to moot their landlords on equal terms or to secure justice in the ordinary Civil 
CoiirlH. It is hoped that Revenue-ofificers will be in a better position to deal 
with the cases mentioned in those sub-clauses more satisfactorily, and that 
tlioy will have more opportunitieB for ascertaining the actual mots by local 
inquiry than any Muusif has. In this view, the present sub-clauses were 
framed. The amendments will, I admit, require most careful consideration in 
Select Committee, 

“ lhavo now ditcussed the main principles of this Bill, and I cannot, I think, 
usefully occupy your time by dealing at this stage with the many less 
important amendments contained therein. Ample opportunity will be given for 
tlxe discussion of tlio same in the course of time. All that is necessary I tliink 
for me to do at present is to explain shortly the main principles of the Bill and 
the reasons wliich have led to tno proposals. This 1 have attempted to do 
above, and 1 have now merely to repeat my request for leave to introduce 
the Bill.” 

The Ilon’ble I3a33U Kali Pada Ghosh said : — “Sir, the Bill which has been 
introduced is much different, both in matter and quality, from the previous 
Bill which was discussed by the Select Committee in March, 1907, and which 
has just boon withdrawn. The whole of the existing Rent Act of Cbota 
Nagpur has been re-cast by the present Bill, and wo feel bound to acknowledge 
that it is a decided improvement on the previous )3ill which was a very meagre 
and imperfect piece of legislation, drafted with little or no regard for public 
opinion, and as such it evoked loud complaints from the people whose interests 
it prejudicially affected. As a matter of fact in discussing the provisions of 
the said Bill, the Select Committee found that not only several of these were 
open to objection, but somo of them were considered unworkable in their 
practical operatives, and we are thankful to His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor for allowing the Bill to bo dropiied at that stage and giving us further 
oj)portunitics to consider the provisions of the Bill which was to bo substituted 
ill its place. 

“Last year about this time a Conference was held at Ranchi whicli 
was presided over by the Commissioner of the Division and attended by the 
Deputy (\)mmisHioners and some other officers possessing local experience as 
also by fome lepresontative men of the District of Ranchi, and the revised 
draft of tlie Bill was discussed by the Conference in five sittings, in one of 
which His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor presided. To discuss tho provi- 
sions of n legislative moasuvo at a place where it would operate and amongst 
people wlio are directly intereetod in it, is certainly a right stop in tho direc- 
tion of ascertaining its merits and demerits, but unfortunately tho procedure 
adopted in tlie Conference, namely, to carry every proposal by a majority of 
votes was not a happy one, and tho result was that the protest made by almost 
till the non official members of the Conference against some very objectionable 
provisions was negatived by a preponderance of official votes. Tho object of 
the Confcronco was, or at least should Imve been, to ascertain tho views of the 
local people by a discussion with thorn directly on tho subject and to give due 
and mature consideration to such vieus and not to summarily reject them, 
simply because tho votes recorded in favour of their proposals happened to be 
less thai^ the votes against them. Tho proacut Bill has incorporated almost all 
tho provisions of the revised Bill which was diacusaod in the Conference and 
also the sections of the existing Rent Act, and as regards the former the Bill 
has mainly embodied the lesult of the discussions in the Conference. The 
Drovinions of the revised Bill which were open to objection have therefore 
Tound their place in tho present Bill, but wo may express a hope that the 
Hon’blo Members of the Select Oomraittoo will not throw away our objections 
simply because they were vetoed by the Conference. 

“ I do not think it would be proper at this stage to enumerate all the pro- 
visions of the present Bill which are objectionable, but it may not bo altogether 
out of place to make a few observations on some of tho points which are open 
to very aeriouB'objoctionB. 
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** Clause 134 <ii the Bill purports to reproduce section 37 of the existing 
Rent Act, but in so doing it has introduced an innovation whiob, 1 1007 say, 
ocMDiffiGts vith the very fundamental principles which regulates the soope and 
otuuracter of suits cognisable by Revenue Courts. Sub-clause {6) of the said 
danse confers exclusive jurisdiction to Revenue Courts in the trial of suits for 
recovery of possession of agricultural lands from the cultivator thereof, on the 
ground that he has no title to occupy the land and is a trespasser ; and sub- 
clause (9) also makes a similar encroachment on the iurisdiction of Civil Courts. 

1 would appeal to the experience possessed by the Hon’ble Members of the 
working of Rent Law in other parts of the country, and ask them to consider 
how far they can endorse such provisions of the Bill as purport to oust the^ Civil 
Courts of their jurisdiction in suits against trespassers and in wliich complicated 
questions of title are bound to arise. While in one part of the province the 
Government is making an attempt to separate the juuicinl and executive func- 
tions in matters criminal, it must be regarded a strange irony of fate so far as 
another part of the province is coneerned that a retrograde step of such a 
character should be thought necessary. 

Chapter IV of the Bill extends the rights and privileges of a settled raiyat 
to the raiyats of Chota Nagpur, and although this may bo regarded as an 
innovation so far as Chota Nagpur is concerned, and however much it may bo 
objected to by the landlords, we must say that it is a change for the bettor, as 
there is no reason why the rights wiiiclt have been enjoyed by the laiyats of 
Bengal and Bihar ever since the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act should 
any longer be denied to the raiyats of Chota Nagpur. 

‘‘But although we are prepared to lend our hearty support to such 
provisions of the Bill as are calculated to secure in favour of the raiyats 
extended and legitimate rights on their raiyati lands, we cannot certainly shut 
our eyes to the interests of landlords, so far as their ni^'olg lands are concern- 
ed. Under the head ‘ Record of Landlords’ Privileged Lands, ’ we find that 
no lands in a village, other than those that have been entered os mati/Aiiat or 
belkheta in the register prepared under the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act, 1869, 
shall be recorded as landlords’ privileged lands, and that in villages where 
there have been no demarcation of mat\ihihas lands, the privileged lands will 
mean a certain description of lands and which are entered as such in tin 
register prepared by a Bevenue-ofBcer. If these provisions be road along 
with clause 17 of the Hill which confers on a settled raiyat, the right of 
occupancy on all lands hold by him as a raiyat and that the accrual of right 
of occupancy will have restrospoctive effect from January, 1907, it will appear 
that the right of the landlords to keep their nijfole lands in their AAat 
possession will be practically done away with. In making these observations, 
I do not lose sight of the corresponding provisions in the Bengal Tenancy Act 
whereby restrospective effect was given from two years before the passing of 
the said Act, but the circumstances of Chota Nagpur are widely different 
from those of Bengal and Bihar in this respect. I may say that three-fourths 
of the Chota Nagpur Division, if not more, is under the management of 
Wards and Encumbered Estates Department, and all the khat lands of the 
proprietors under such nianagement have been settled woth raiyats, as the 
Managers of such estates do not find it practicable to keep any lands in khat 
cultivation and the Commissioner of the Division issued distinct instructions to 
the Managers to let all khat lands to the raiyats for a term or year by year. 
The settlements which have been made in respect of such lands have not in 
many cases yet run out and the effect of allowing the accrual of right of 
ocoumney on «i»‘b lands will not only lead to a destruction of landlords’ 
chensbed rights, but will be conferring privileges to the raiyats which they 
themselves never thought of enjoying The above remarks apply equally to 
tiie cases of other landlords in Chota Nagpur who ore not under the manage- 
ment of Wards and Encumbered Estates Departments, as by the general 
practice prevailing in the division, their nifpte lands have mostly been let out 
on what is called tajha or saita settlement, and tt» period of such s^tlement 

not exj^red in many cassia. These provisiona will therefore requue very 
carrf^ consideration by the Select Committee. 
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^^OauBe 50 of the Bill lays down the rate of interest chargeable on arrears 
of rent which, under the definition as given in the Bill, includes cesses, and this 
rate for all arrears for a year or more shall not exceed six-and-a-quarter yet 
cent The Bengal Tenancy Act allows twelve and half per cent, and the Cess 
Act allows the same rate and it does not stand to Reason why the rate as laid 
down by the Bill shall not exceed six-and-a-quarter per cenU 

‘‘I do not think I shall take up any further time of the Council, but I shall 
make one more observation in regard to clause 1 of the Bill which contemplates 
a future extension of this Act to the district of Manbhum. In the character of 
its land tenures and in development of trade and industry and in several other 
respects, the district of Manbhum is much different from other districts in the 
division, and the present Bill, unless it is modified to suit the conditions of that 
district, will be productive of great hardship. It is hoped that when such 
extension will be decided upon, the people of that district will be allowed 
sufficient opportunity to lay their views before the Government. 

The Bill has been placed in charge of the Hon’ble Mr. Vincent, an officer 
of ripe judicial experience and possessor of an intimate knowledge of the part 
of the country for which the Bill is intended, and we feel sure that in piloting 
the measure the Hon’ble Member will steer clear of all bias against any 

E articular section of the people, either landlords or raiyats, and that he will 
e pleased to bestow a patient and careful consideration for our suggestions in 
the Select Committee/* 

The Hon’ble Babu JoaENDRA Chandra Ghose said r — It is a matter of 
satisfaction to find that many of the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act are 
going to be introduced into the Chota Nagpur Law. In my humble opinion it 
w’ould have been very much better if the whole of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
was introduced in the Ohota Nagpur Bill with the addition of a certain number 
of provisions embodying the customary law of that province. The law relat- 
ing to landlords, as prevailing in Chota Nagpur and the Sonthal Parganas, has 
not been of a very satisfactory character. The poverty of the people is owing, 
no doubt, greatly to the poverty of the soil, but to some extent also to the 

f iaternal system prevailing there by which free contract is restricted and the 
low of capital prevented, except the capital of the coal speculators. It would 
have been very much better if Chota Nagpur and the Sonthal Parganas were 
regulation districts governed by the same laws which have made the Bengal 
cultivator prosperous. The constant interference of the Revenue-officers did 
not make the Bengali cultivator prosperous before 1859, 

** It was when the Civil Courts came in, and the system which is now sought 
to be introduced in Chota Nagpur was abolished in Bengal, that the Bengali 
cultivator prospered. It is difficult to state all the defects, but the fact remains 
that from that time alone the prosperity of Bengal dates. 1 cannot approve of 
the new provisions by which tne jurisdiction of the Civil Courts in very many 
important matters is being taken away. It is not a move in the right direction. 
The Chota Nagpur Landlords* Association have objected to a great many 
provisions of the Act, and I dare say that the Select Committee will carefully 
consider every one of them. I cannot but congratulate the framers of the Bill 
on the rights given to non- occupancy raiyats and the restrictions placed on the 
constant enhanoement of rents and other protection for the tenant. The 
present law of Chota Nagpur has mainly causra a very large proportion of the 
population to migrate to the tea gardens, and more than three-fourths of the 
landlords are insolvents under the present conditions. I do not believe that the 
constant paternal care of the Revenue-officers has been conducive to the good of 
the country, and 1 should very much like to have the same system prevailing 
there as in Bengal.** 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sabbadhirabi said I had not intended 
at this stage to, take part in the discussion^ particularly as I see from 
the Agenda that I snail have the honor of taking part in the proceedings 
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of the Select Committee. But I cannot, however, refrain from observinir from 
the OMOttSBion we have just listened to, that there is undoubtedly a feeling 
in some quarters that the Bill does not go far enough, and in others that the 
BiU goes quite the other way. Although there have been Conferences at 
Eanchi, there IS no doubt that the matter has not been as fully threshed 
out as it might have been and ought to be. Taking part in the proceedings of 
the Select Committee, I shall be very sorry two years hence to havo it said 
that the Bill is incomplete, or to have used language with reference to it such 
as has been heard in the neighbourhood of this taWe and even by the Hon’ble 
member in charge of the present Bill. It therefore appears to mo that this, 
like many another measure that has been similarly characterised, i* ono that 
should not be 'hurried through either in the Select Committee or the Council, 
and the point I should like to submit to the Council at this stage is that more 
time should be given for the consideration of the mutter in the Select Committee 
than it was proposed to give so for as 1 can gather from the proposal about to 
be submitted tor the acceptance of the Council. 

‘‘Reference has been made to the beneiits derived from a discussion of 
matters locally, and it has been stated that more than one local conference has 
been held. Such a procedure is likely to be beneficial to all concerned, but it 
may be a matter for consideration, even now, whether further information 
should not be similarly obtained before the matter is finally disposed of. 
Of course as regards time I do not think that considerations of the character 
that the period of deputation of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill is 
limited, will be allowed to influence the situation. 

“ There is another matter which I would like to refer to at this stage, and 
that is with regard to the Sonthal Parganas, which will havo tho benefits neither 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act nor of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, although the 
Parganas are in many ways closely allied to Chota Nagpur. Attention to this 
matter was drawn by the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mookerjee, and it was 
thought that when the consideration of the Chota Nagpur Bill would be broui;lit 
up, the position of the Sonthal Parganas would also be considered. The 
question is whether that should not be taken up at an early and convenient time, 
and whether it is not convenient to be taken’ up with this Bill. Regarding 
other matters, I should not make any observations just now : there will bo time 
enough in the Select Committee. I will, however, say that having regard to tho 
very ^vergont opinions still prevailing with regard to the amended Bill, the 
Select Committee should have much more time to consider tho matter than i« 
proposed to be given.” 

‘Ihe Hou’ble Mk. Vincent in reply said: — “I should like to reply very 
briefly to one or two criticisms that have been offered on this Bill. 1 am very 
grateful to the Hou’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh for the very kindly manner in 
which he has spoken of me and also I think I may say for the moderate manner 
in which his criticisms of the Bill, have been worded. 

“It was unfortunate, however, that he did not specify tho particular pro- 
posals which were carried at the Ranchi Conference by a majority of officials. 
The only specific point to which he referred was that of landlords’ privileged 
I think I am right in saying that the Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh 
was one of the members who accepted the proposals on this point mode at the 
Conference which are embodied in the BilL I agree very distinctly with him 
that section 134, sub-clauses {5) and (6), and the other section I referred to 
which modifies the effect of Civil Court decrees should be very oarofully con- 
sidered in the Select Committee. 1 have stated so in my opemng address and 
it will be so considered. 

“1 think in regard to one detail the Hon’ble Member is in error, and 
that is in supposing tlmt instalments of rent only bear interest at six-and-a* 
quarter per cent. Clause 69 lays down that ‘any instalment of rent which is 
not paid before sunset of the day when the same is payable shall be deemed an 
a rr anr of rent, and diall be liable to simple interest not exceeding twelve-and- 
a«half per centum per annum,* and not six-and-Or'quarter per cent. Tho proviso 
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is ^ that the interest for the entire year in which any arrear accrues shall not 
exceed six-and-a-quartcr per eenV If a raiyat pays his annual rent within the 
year, he shall not be called upon to pay more than six-and-a-quarter p^r cmt, 
for that year. The second clause was put in to meet the case of certain land- 
lords who have a system of collection by monthly kists who ch^e an 
exorbitant rate of interest. I do not think if the demands are paid within the 
year, that six-and-a-quarter cent, is unreasonable. 

‘^The Bill has not been extended to Manbhum as yet, and before it is 
extended there is no doubt that the Local Government will veir carefully 
consider the local conditions. Act X of 1859 is, however, very defective in 
many details, and if this Act is not extended to Manbhum, then it will be 
necessary to frame a special Act for that district. 

“ Another Hon’ble Member proposed the extension of the BengaLTenancy 
Act and, in fact, 1 think he went further and said that all non-regulation 
districts should be made regulation districts. 1 think it is not very relevant 
to this discussion whether non-regulation districts should be made regulation 
districts, and I do not propose to enter upon that question. 

The extension of Act VIII of 1885 to this division was considered very 
carefully, and those sections which are applicable and suited to local conditions 
have been incorporated in the Bill. 1 found it a little difficult to follow 
the Hon’ble Member in regard to Act X of 1859. He said that the 
prosperity of the agricultural population in Bengal began after Act X bad 
been repealed. 1 am not aware if this is a fact or not. He then proceeded 
to say that we were introducing Act X of 1859 into Chota Nagpur. This 
is not so, and is a statement founded on an entire misapprehension of facts. 
Wo do not seek to introduce that Act into any part of Chota Nagpur; in fact 
power has been obtained to repeal that Act in the district of Manbhum ; so 
tliat if the repeal of that Act was sufficient to gain prosperity for the agricul- 
turists in Bengal, then the raiyats in Chota Nagpur will have the same 
advantages as their brethren elsewnoro. 

One Hon^ble M^'mber has referred to the time given for the discussion 
of this Bill in Select Committee*. The time put down is only approximate, 
and if necessary will undoubtedly be extended. It is not the intention of 
Government to hurry through this Bill either in Select Committee or in Council, 
but liaving regard to the fact that the majority of the amendments proposed 
have been thoroughly discussed at groat length at the Conferences already 
mentioned, the period put down few the presentation of the Select Committee^ 
Report was merely an approximate one. Those sections which have been taken 
boaily from the Bengal Tenancy Act and introduced into this Bill cannot be the 
subject of any prolonged discussion, nor do I anticipate that it will be necessary 
to discuss at any very great length those portions of Act I of 1879 which 
will remain in force in the division. The remain^ portions are not ve^ 
long and I think, that we may be able to finish in the time described. If 
it is not done within the time, there will be no objection to an extension 
being allowed. As for discussing the Bill locally, the only place where it can 
be discussed is Ranchi, and it has been discussM there at very great len^fa, 
and I think we shall have to consult the convenience of the other Members 
of the Committee before making any pronouncement on the matter. 

Lastly, it has been suggested that this legislaiiou should be extended 
to the Sonthal Parganas, and if I understood the Hon’ble Member oorreotIy> 
he said a proposal on this point was previously made to Government, No 
proposal of this kind has, so far as I am aware, been made to Government ; 
nor can the Government make the Act applicable to the Sonthal Parganai 
without long and detailed inquiries as to the local conditions there. It is 
very doubtful whether it could be appKed with advantage, and the 
inquiries that would have to be made would to of aoch ^ nature ttot the matter 
under discussion would to unduly delayed.” 

The motion vras then put and agreed to, 
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Tbe Hon’ble Me. Vincent also introduced the Bill and moved that it bo 
read in Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordingly read 
the title of the Bill. 

The Hon’blo Me. Vincent also moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Greer, the Hon’blo Mr. Duke, the 
Hon’ble Mr. StreatfeUd, the Hon’ble Babu Kali Pnda Ghosh, the Hon’blo 
Maharajadbiraja of fiurdwan, the Hon’blo Babu Dobs Prasad Sarbadhik^ 
and the Mover, with instructions to report at the meeting of Council to bo held 
on the 5th September, 1908. • 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 22nd August 1008. 

Calcutta; | F. G. WIGLEY, 

The 11th September, 1908. ) Secretary to the Bengal Council. 


A 8. Pwsi«» MW6-8W9J-800-B. Q. and olhws. 




Ah$tftict of the Proeeedingt 0/ the Council oj the Lieulenani- Governor of Bengal, 
attemhled under the provitms 0/ the Indian Councils Acts, 18 GI and 1892. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 33nd 
August, 1908, at 11 a.h. 

f rfSfnt: 

The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. T. Greer, c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Vincent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. P. Sinha, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Duke. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Indus, c.b.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. C. Streatfeild. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. E. A. W. Oldham. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. P. Chatman. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Allen, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendra Chandra Ghose, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babd Kali Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Rai EIishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhib*ja Bijay Chand Mahtab Bahadur, oi 
Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhae Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Me. F. A. Larmour. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. Brown. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaean Pal. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. Brown and the Hon’blo Babu Radha Charan Pal 
took their seats in Council. 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

HINDI CHAIR IN THE PRESIDENCY COLLEGE. 

The Hon^ble Babu Oajadbar Prasad said : — 

In view of the facts — 

(I) that under the new Regulations of the Calcutta University, vernacular 
has been made compulsory up to the B. A. standard ; 

(P) that a Bengali chair has consequently been established in the 
Presidency College ; 

(S) that the Presidency College is the premier institution of the kind in 
the province ; 

(4) that there are students with Hindi as their vernacular studying in 
the College ; 

( 5 ) that no provision has been made for coaching them in Hindi ; and 
(^) that the session has already advanced too far, 

will the Government be pleased to create a Hindi chair, without avoidable 
delay, in the College ? 

The Hon’blt Mr. Streatfeild replied:— 

‘‘•Instruction in the vernacular is not actually required by the University 
Regulations. The University test is practically in composition only, and its 
sole object is to ensure that students keep up such a knowledge of their own 
venaacular as to be able to express thtmselves clearly in it. The number of 
Hindi-speaking students in the Presidency College is exceedingly small. In 
the circumstances, the creation of a chair in Hindi does not appear at present 
to be called for.’’ 

THE BENGAL LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham presented the further Report of the Select 
Committee on the Bill to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 
1885. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also moved that the Report which was presented 
in Council on the 9th March, 1907, and the further Report be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
considered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. He said : 

“ It will be expected that I should say a few words of introduction to 
the measure now before the Council, as the Bill has been pending for many 
years and has come before this Council on three separate occasions. 

“ The question of the amendment of this Act first arose at the close of 
1895, in connexion with a Resolution issued by the Government of India on ^ 
the subject of the organization of a separate Veterinary establishment in India, 
in which that Government expressed the view that if, under the existing law, 
local bodies could not contribute towards the maintenance of veterinary 
projects, the law should be amwded. A Bill was accordingly drawn up in 
the beginning of 1898, with the object of enabling District Boards to devote 
some portion of their funds to the establishment and maintenance of Veterinary 
Dispensaries and to the improvement of the breed of horses and cattle, and 
the prevention anti cure of horse and cattle diseases. The opportunity was 
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t^en of adding provisions to empower District Boards to spend money om 
the training and emp oyment of medical practitioners and the promotion 
of free vaccination. Ihe Bill was introduced in Council in the spring of 1896. 

“The prevailing scarcity of drinking-water during the summer of the 
same yw drew the attention of Government to the necessity for dealing with 
the subject of village water supply in a sysrematic manner, and this lea to the 
question of village sanitation generally, and to the necessity for raising 
further funds for the purpose. The Bill, however, was not proceeded with, 
m consideration, amongst other reasons, of the famine and scarcity of 1896-97, 
and the possibility, which was then being considered, of the separation of 
Local from Provincial finance. 

‘^The question of amending the Aot was again taken up in 1901, in 
connexion with a proposal to authorize the levy of tolls on new bridges, until 
the initial cost and capitalized value of the cost of maintenance or renewal 
had been recovered. In 1902, a fresh draft Bill was prepared, incorporating 
provisions with this object, and including the provisions in the Bill introduced 
in 1896, as well as others. This Bill was again revised and expanded in 
accordanf^e witli certain suggestions made by the Govornraent of India; and 
a fresh Bill was introduced in this Council by the Hon^blo Mr. Shirres in 
March, 1904. This Bill was subsequently withdrawn, and another Bill 
prepared in 1905 containing a number or further provisions, among which 
the most important were — 

(1) to prohibit the diversion of the road-oess to purposes other than 

those enumerated in section 109 of the Cess Aot ; 

(2) to authorize the imposition of a cess for the purpose of guaranteeing 

interest on money borrowed for the construction of railways ; 

(3) to delegate formally to Commissioners of Divisions certain powers 

which practically, though not nominally, are at present exorcised 
by them ; 

(4) to improve the position of Union Committees; and 

(5) to legalize expenditure from the District Fund on minor works 

of irrigation. 

‘‘ After further correspondence with the Government of India, certain 
modifications were made in the Bill ; the provisions in regard to ear-marking 
the road-cess were omitted, and a new Bill was drawn up and introduced in 
Council by the Hon^ble Mr, McIntosh in November, 1906. The Bill was 
referred to a Select Committee, and their Report was presented to this Council 
on the 9th March, 1907. This Committee recommended that, in view of the 
very decided opposition to the provisions empowering the Boards to impose 
a cess to meet payments due in respect of a railway or tram wav, these clauses 
should be omitted. They were accordingly excluded from the Bill. 

“ After the submission of this Report of the Select Committee, the con- 
sideration of the Bill was postponed by Uis Honour the President, in order 
that steps might be taken to insert provisions for — 

(1) the ear-marking of the road-cess for the objects for which it is 

collected, and 

(2) giving local Union Committees further powers in respect of , 

measures of sanitation, conservancy, drainage and water-supply, 
and empowering them to supplement the funds available for 
such improvements by permissive local taxation* 

The Government of India have recently acc^ted the reconunendatioii 
of this Government in regard to prohffjiting the diversion of the road-ceeih 
with one condition ; and they have approved generally of the proposals framed 
with a view to enlarging the powers and responsibilities of Union Committees* 
Additional dausea were consequently drafted, as explained by me at the 
meeting of this Council held on the 11th July last; and the Bill was re-oom- 
mitted to the Select Committee. The fuiiher Rupert of (im Select Commillei 
1 have presented to the Council to-day* 
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It will thus be seen that this Bill, which originally started in a short draft 
of a few clauses now nearly 13 years agt), has gone on growing like a snow- 
ball, but with many vicissitudes, till it has attained its present dimensions and 
form- From a Bill framed merely for the purpose of enabling District Boards 
to contribute towards veterinary measures, it has developed into a long Bill 
of sixty-four clauses, dealing with nearly all portions of the Act, and contain- 
ing many provisions of far-reaching importance. I trust that it has now 
reached its nnal stage. 

Omitting the numerous provisions inserted with the object of removing 
defects and supplying omissions which many years’ experience of the working 
of the Act has brought to light, 1 may mention the following as some of the 
more important objects of the Bill : — 

(1) to legalize the expenditure of District Board Funds on the establish- 

ment and maintenance of Veterinary Dispensaries, the entertain- 
ment of Veterinary Assistants and the improvement of the breed 
of cattle and horses ; 

(2) to permit District Boards to contribute towards the training and 

employment of medical practitioners, and the promoting of free 
vaccination ; 

(3) to authorize the levy of tolls on newly -constructed bridges; 

(4) to formally delegate to Commissioners powers which they practically, 

though not nominally, exercise at present ; 

(5) to enable District Boards to spend money on tanks and wells which 

are not the property or under the control of the Board, and, in 
the case of famine or scarcity, on minor works of irrigation; 

(6) to permit District Boards to contribute towards the construction and 

maintenance of hostels attached to private educational insti- 
tutions of all kinds, to constitute Education Committees and 
to enable Qovorament to transfer funds to District Boards for 
this purpose ; 

(7) to legalize the expenditure of the District Fund on the construction 

of residences for the District Engineer, and the payment of 
advances to members of their establishment for the acquisition 
or construction of residences ; 

(8) to make it obligatory for evoiy District Board to form a Sanitation 

Committee and appoint a Sanitary Inspector ; 

(0) to give to Union Committees certain important powers in respect 
of local sanitation, drainage and water-supply, and 

(10) to prevent the diversion of the road-cess to purposes other than those 
enumerated in the Cess Act. 

“A copy of the now Bill was circulated to important Associations, with the 
encouraging result that several useful sug^stions have been received, and but 
little adverse criticism has been ofiEered. The provisions, in regard to the ear- 
marking of the road-cess, appear to have met with universal commendation. 

I have adopted a few of the suggestions in some of the amendments which 
stand m mv name.” 

The motion was put an*! agreed to. 

The Hon’bleBABU Gajadhab Pbasad said May it please Your Honour— 

I am satisfied with the Bill which the Select Committee have presented to 
the Council. I do not desire to object to any provision in the Bill, but 
I propose the addition of a provision which in my opinion seems necessary. 

‘iTliere is a provision in section 28 of the Municipal Act relating to the 
grating of allowance to the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman of the Munioi- 
I^ity, I propose the introduction into the Bill of a clause similar to section 28 
of the Municipal Act. 
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“ In support of my proposal, I beg leave to say that the work of District 
Boards will bo further multiplied by the operation of the Local Self- 
Goyemment Amendment Act, which gives additional powors to District 
Boards and imposes on them corresponding liabilities. 

“ The nature of the work requires an energetic whole time Vice-Chairman, 
and no competent non-official member will l)e very willing to serve gratuitously. 
The duties of the Vice-Chairman of the District Board are becoming 
more and more onerous day by day. The Vice-Chairmen are generally 
honorary. It is reasonable, therefore, that the District Board should lie 
empowered to grant allowance to the Vice-Chairman. By this 1 do not mean 
that every Vice-Chairman should got some allowance ; but I cortuinlv mean 
that if a Vice-Chairman efficiently discharges his duty, and if the District 
Board thinks fit to grant some allowance to him, the District Board must linyo 
the necessary powers. The allowance is a legitimate charge on the District 
Fund, being one incurred in the performance of the duties imposed by the Act. 

“There is also another point which deserves notice. The District Boards 
arc generally more solvent than the Municipalities, and the District Board 
Vice-Chairman may have to go out on out-door work, and to travel longer 
distances than a Municipal Vice-Chairman. 

“ I wish to move — 

(1) that after clause 9 {now 11)* of the Bill the following bo inserted. 

namely : — 

9A. At the end of eootion 23 of the said Act, the following ehall be 
inserted, namely ; — 

‘ The Vice-Chairman of a Distriot Board may, if the Board thinks lit, 
receive such allowance as may be fixed by it at a meeting ; and 

(2) that after clause 2fi (la) [now 27 (J)J of the Bill, the following ho 

inserted, namely 

In the first line of clause ./bar/A/y of the said section 63, otter the word 
‘ payment,’ the words ‘of tho allowance of the Vicc-Cliairmiin 
of tho District Board fixed under section 23 of this Act and ’ 
shall ho inserted, ” 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. Olpiiam said I am afraid these amendments cannot bo 
accepted HitheDo, tlio Vice-Chairmen of District Boards have generously 
nerformed their duties without any pecuniary recompense. 1 0 pay them for 
the norformanco of these duties would undoubtedly amount to a change of 
orinciple, and as such would require the approval of the Government of India. 
To make such a reforenco now would mean tlie further postponement of this 
Bill- and even were the Governmont of India to agree to such a change la 
nrincinle the Bill could not be passed during the current session, 1 think it 
will be the sense of this Council that this very , lo»g ponding measure should 
not be further delayed on account of a proposal, the propnoty of winch is open 
to considerable doubt.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadcb, of Bordwan, said Before 
moving the amendments standing against my name, I beg to make a lew 
obslrvattens on the Bill that wo are about to pass into law to-day. It is a 
mattel of gratification to all of us, who take a keen interest m the welfare of 
the villagorTof Bengal, to find that important sections and clauses ha\e been 
inLrtedIn the present BUI to improve the sanitary conditions of rural Bengal. 
“ It is a great Government, Sir, that gives aid to the people, but 

it is a greater Government that also sees to the health of its subjects; as we 

all inowftrWorttlm ^ 

endeavour to try and eradicate sickness. 

, ,, wi.i, been re-numbered under the direcUon of the Council. 

diffen from the old. 
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The Union Committees, and specially the Sanitation Committee of the 
District Board, should have picked men on their respective bodies, because 
otherwise the larger powers that are now being given may, instead of becoming 
a boon, prove to be a source of oppression and unnecessaiy annoyance to the 
villagers and the public at large. 

*‘To those who constantly clamour for more self-government in this 
country, the amended enactment before us ought to give satisfaction. Here, 
in this Bill, we have splendid opportunities of showing what capacities we 
Indians have in managing our own affairs, and I hope, therefore, that those 
who will bo entrusted with the new powers that are being given now, will 
wield them with ability and usefulness. 

The Indian atmosphere just now seems to be surcharged with outcries 
for more political powers. No doubt the country is awakening; but this new 
current of ambition should bo watched carefully, so that it might not come 
ns a sudden and rude shock to the awakened and the awakeners. Aspirations 
for self-government can only bo healthy for us, if we Indians realize once for 
all that such things, though very desirable, cannot be demanded, for they 
have to bo deserved. In conclusion, 1 heartily congratulate the Government 
on having recognized the absolute necessity of proper village-sanitation in 
Bengal. 

I beg now to move that to section 41 A, in clause 20 {now 22) of the 
Bill, the follow'ing be added, namely : — 

(^) The ek^otion of any person to be Chairman of a Union Committee shall be 
subject to tlio approval of the District Board. 

{S) If a Chairman of a Union Committee he not elected within the period prescribed 
in this behalf by rule made under clause (r) of section of this Act, 
the District Board shall appoint a member of the Committee to be Chairman. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Oldham said: — am prepared to accept both of the 
proposals of the Ilon’ble Member contained in his motion. It is very desirable 
that, if the Union Committee should fail to elect a Chairman, the District 
Board should have power to appoint one.” 

There being no opposition, the Hon’ble the President declared the motion 
carried. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadeiraja Bahadur, of Burdwan, by leave of tho 
Council, withdrew tho following motion of which he had given notice, 
namely : — 

That in si^otion 99A, iu clause 44 {now 47) of the Bill, after the words ‘ irrigation 
woik,’ whore they first occur, the words ‘ (other than a canal) ’ be inserted. 

The Hon'blo Maharajadeiraja Bahadur, of Burdwan, also moved that the 
following be added to clause 4S {mw 51) of tho Bill, namely: — 

(J) After tho word ‘road,’ in clauses (f) and ((/) of the said section 109, the word# 
‘ or bridge thereon ’ shall be inserted. 

The ITon’blo Mr. Oldham, having accepted the amendment, the Hon’ble 
tho President declared the motion carried. 

Tho Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, moved that after proviso 
(;) (a) to section fiCA, in clause 41 43j of the Bill, the following be 

inserted, namely:— 

(aa) the expenses incurred by the District Board in paying compensation to the 
owner of any private ferry for the partial or complete loss of income from such 
ferry, and in recouping itself for the partial or complete loss of receipts in 
res^ot of any public ferry referred to in clause (4) of section 52, when such 
loss resists in either case from the construction of such bridge, or the oonstniQ* 
tion or widening of such road*way or foot-way. 



833 


1908.|{ Tfte local Self-OovotHmenl (Amendment) J5i//, 1908. 

Kiehon Lai Goewami^ Bahadur 

He said :—^ It will sometimes so happen that the construction of these 
briagee wil injuriously affect some of tho private ferries or some of the public 
ferries, or oven at times load to their extinction. The law on tho point is quite 
clear, that when private femes are injuriously affected or become extinct in 
consequen^^ of the construction of bridges, the owner of tlio private ferry is, 
under certain circumstances, entitled to ask compensation from tho District 
Board. In order to obviate all doubt on the point I shall refer to a District 
reported in Volume 25, Indian Law Reports, Calcutta Series, On 
page 346 of that volume, the head-note runs thus:— 

t District Board of Dinnjpore ereotod a bridpje over tho riror Tulai in consequenoo 
of the erection of wlnoli ferry, which was within 100 cubits of the brid^je and owned by the 
M^araja of Dinajpore, who was also the owner of the land taken for oonstruotion of tho 
bridge,^ cessed to exist : Held, that the owner of the ferry was entitled under tho Land 
Acquisition Act to compensation for the loss of tho ferry. 

Inhere ia another case reported in \ olumo 34 of tho same sciios, page 
488. There the learned Judges observed that : — 

In other words, where the ferry landing and tho ferry franchise remain precisely as 
before, though the profits are liable to be depreciated l y the new mode of travel legitimately 
created, no compensation can be claimed ; but where by reason of tho acquisition itself the 
exercise of the franchise, cr the use of the property pertaining to the franchise, ii interfered 
with, damages can be rightly claimed. 

‘^Now some of these cases clearly go to show that under certain circum- 
stances owners of private ferries will be entitled to compensation if their ferries 
are affected by tlio construction of these bridges. But oftener it will happen 
that District Boards will be deprived of the income derived from private 
ferries. The income of ferries we all know go to servo useful purposes by 
helping the District Boards to promote sanitation and primary education in tho 
area over which the District Boards liave jurisdiction. 8ir, in tho new Bill 
there are several onerous duties imposed upon tho District Board, w'hich will 
necessitate a largo expenditure of money. Jf tho District Boards wore to lose 
the income of the private ferries it would be found that there would bo less 
money available for sanitary purposes, and its resources, which would be crip- 
pled, Such a crippling of tbo funds would be undesirable. I think any one 
that has gone through the various opinions that have been given upon tho Bill, 
in response to Your Honour’s invitation asking for an expression of opinion, 
will find that there is much reluctance on tho part of several Associations to 
the establishment of a toll-bar. They seem to think that it will bo a grievous 
burden on tho people and they go further and say it will hamper internal 
trade. I am not in sympathy with these persons at all; on the contrary, 
I welcome the introduction of this portion of the measure, for without tho levy 
of a toll it will be absolutely impossible in the present stage of finance of 
the District Boards to undertake the construction of expensive projects. 

^‘Sir, from those opinions which I have already referred to, Your Honour 
will be pleased to see that there will be many Members of District Boards 
who will not cherish the idea and who would naturally bo reluctant to vote 
for the establishment of a toll-bar, for tho purpose of constructing a bridge. 
They will be able to add emphasis to their opposition by pointing out 
the fact that the Road-Cess Fund will be encroached upon on account of 
the District Board being liable to pay compensatioirto owners of private 
ferries, or there would be a loss of revenue which would retard the promotion 
of sanitary welfare. Tho amendment which I propose will really moon 
tho prolongation of the period during which the toll will be collected. One 
v/ho has any experience of the working of tolls in this country, and I think 
things are very much the same in other countries, is aware that the opposi- 
tion and repugnance arises at the very outset; but after they get accus- 
tomed to the thing they do not feel the inconvenience duo to the paying of 
tolls, and surely it the period of the levy of tolls is prolonged inconvenience 
will not be felt by the people, I think, Sir, for these reasons it is inadvisable 
to cripple the resoiirces of the District Board, which will bo the result os I 
have attempted to point out. I, therefore, submit this amendment for your 
favourable acceptance/’ 
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The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh said It seems to mo that the 
owners of private ferries will bo entitled to compensation under the circumstances 
referred to in the amendment which is proposed. The cases to which reference 
has been made by the mover of this amendment settles this point, and I think 
the expenses incurred should be paid by the District Board. This can be 
provided for in the Act, and I think the proper place for a provision like this 
will be in section 86(a).’* 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sabbadhikabi said;— In supporting this 
amendment, I ask permission to withdraw the amendment in my name which 
is similar in effect. At the time I was not aware of the fact that my hon’ble 
friend had sent in this amendment ; otherwise it would not have been necessary 
for mo to send in this amendment, though it is larger in scope. In sending in 
my amendment 1 had contemplated cases, in which for some reason or other the 
establishment of a toll-bar would not be possible. But having listened to the 
Hon’ble Member, I think that the greater portion of my amendment would be 
covered by his amendment. And 1 do not think it necessary to press for the 
acceptance of the remainder of my amendment. I, therefore, beg leave to 
withdraw my amendment.” » 

The Hon’ bio Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose said: — “I am afraid that 
there is some misapprehension on tlic part of the mover of this amendment. 
The last case to which he has referred shows clearly that no owner of a ferry is 
entitled to compensation on account of the making of improved means of 
communication which may reduce his profits. The case is not only not in his 
favour, but clearly against him. 

1 can quite sympathize with landlords and owners of ferries who will 
incur some loss if bridges are made, and if the Government so chooses it may 
grant them compensation ; but this compensation has to be paid by the District 
Boards. When such an expensive work as a bridge is made it must bo made 
at the cost of the whole district. In such a case, 1 think it reasonable that 
private owners of ferries might incur some loss for the good of the public.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal said : — I support the amendment of 
my hon’ble friemi, Rai Kishori Lai Goswami, Bahadur, and 1 fail to under- 
stand the opposition of my friend on the right. It has been clearly stated by 
my friend, the mover of the amendment, that it is just and proper if the owner 
of a ferry is deprived partially or wholly of a loss of income to which he was 
entitled on account of the construction of a bridge or the widening of a road- 
way or foot-way ho should be compensated. The case which has just been 
quoted by my friend, the Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lai Goswami, Bahadur, fully 
supports his contention, and the opposition of my friend on the right and the 
arguments ho has adduced do not in any way convince me that the amendment 
is not necessary. As far as I understand, he says that the owner of a ferry 
ought to suffer some loss on account of some improvements by which the 
District Board benefits. It ought not to be forgotten that the owner of a ferry 
has obtained this privilege on payment of a certain amount of rent. If then 
he is deprived of that source of income, or his income is diminished in any 
way, he is entitled to compensation. I think, therefore, this is a perfectly fair 
proposal which ought to commend itself to the Hon’ble Members for acceptance.” 

The Hon’ble Mb, Oldham having accepted the amendment, the Hon’ble 
the President declared the motion carried. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, also moved that in 
proviso {2) to the said section 86A, in clause 41 {now 43) of the Bill, after 
the letter ‘‘a” the letters “aa ” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Oldham having accepted the amendment, the Hon’ble 
the President declared the motion carried. 
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Kishoei Lal Qoswimi, Bahadur, also moved that after 
namSy •— following be 


(a«) the amount of the exp^es incurred by the District Board in poyinR oompenea- 
to the owner of any private ferry for the partial or complete loss of income from such 
recouping itself for the partial or complete loss of receipts in respect of any 
pubUc fe^ refer^ to m clause (4) of section 62, when such loss results in either case from 
■ bridge, or the construction or widening of such road-way or 


the oongtruotion of 
foot-way. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham having accepted the amendment, the Ilon'blo 
the President declared the motion carried. 


The Hon ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, also moved that clause 
42 {now 44) of the Bill be omitted. He said : — 


‘‘I move this amendment not without considerable hesitation. I Jiuvo not 
been quite able to realize the object of introducing this provision whether the 
object is to enable District Boards to make such contributions or to safeguard 
any grant resolved upon by the District Board, by the sanction of Tour 
Honour, I do not know. I have not been quite able to realize the exact object 
for which section 88A has been enacted. The reason why this hesitation arises 
is this, that under the present law there is no provision for a grant fur water- 
supply or grants of contributions for construction or nmintcnaucoof water-works 
witnin municipal areas. As a matter of fact, several grants for w^ator supply 
within municipal areas have been made, and they are appreciatively referred 
to in tho Government Resolution on the working of the District Boards. I 
think, Sir, that the diversion of money derived from rural areas and from a 
rural population to purposes which will tend to ameliorate the sanitary 
condition of the people residing within the town is wrong in principle. Your 
Honour will also be pleased to romomber that there is no provision in tho 
Municipal Act, by which a municipality can reciprocate in a siniilar generous 
manner for the benefit of the rural areas. It is notorious that the water supply 
in areas within the jurisdiction of the District Board is inefficient ; tliore is also 
some apathy on the part of District Boards to improve the water-supply and 
strictures have been passed on them in the Government liesolution on the 
working of District Boards. In recent times, the tendency to make such grants 
for ihe improvement of water-works or the construction of water works within 
municipal areas has been veiy much in evidence, and I think it is becoming a 
growing tendency, I shall remind Your Honour of what has been said in the 
Bengal Administration Report of 190G, with regard to water-supply 


The total expenditure increased by Kb. 29,970, or by about 28 per cent,^ but the 
increase occurred wholly in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, where tho oxpendituio 
was almost doubled ; in the rest of the Province, there was a do< line in exf>ondituro. Tho 
District Boards of Champaran, Muzatforpur, Darbhanga end Palnmau incurred no expon- 
diture under this head ; while in Howrah, out of the budget provision of Es. 3,000, only 
Rs. 678 were spent against Rs. 464 spent in the previous year out of tho similar budget 
provision. In the Presidency Division, the expenditure incroaseti by Es. 21,839. In Nadia, 
21 wells were completed and 12 more taken in hand, while Es. 1,099 were sjMjnt os interest 
on loans taken under the Ijand Improvement Act. In Jescore, 23 tanks were excavated at a 
cost of Es. 14,014, and 5 wells were made. In Khulna, seven tanks were completed, work 
to the amount of Rs. 9,628 done on eight others, and 20 tanks were taken un under the 
ffrants-in-aid system at a cost of Bs. 7,349. In Gaya, the District Board made a grant of 
one lakh of rupeoi to the Gaya Municipality towards the wator-worlu «;;heine, and in Monghvr 
theDiatriot Board paid during the year a second instaliLent of 11^ 10,000 out of the 
promised contribution of Be. 30,000, toward* the Victoria WatOT-Worka in the town of 
lIonRhvr. Out of a total allotment of R«. 1,500 made by the Sambelpur Di«lnct Council 
under bead to the two tahiils, only R*- 460 were brought to account. 


% 

“It is well-known, Sir, that whenerer any acheme for watcr-iupplv is 
conceived in respect of any Municipal town, there la always a very keen 
scramble for the collection of money to pay the captal oApenditure We 
aU know that it is only by the imposition of the highest wnter-tax under the law 
tiiat the bare cost of mamteiiance can be met. On these occasions it is 
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usual to approach the Government to make generous grants ; and also local 
munificence is appealed to. The response is not always equal to expectations 
cherished. When some amount is secured there is always a scramble to get 
more, and the only possible source they can look to is the District Boara, 
The District Magistrate, naturally, and if I may bo permitted to say so, yery 
properly, takes a keen interest wnenever any scheme for water-supply within 
municipal areas is brought forward. He naturally would have an inclination 
to see that a portion of the District Fund, devoted to that purpose. It 
is also a notorious fact that most of the influential Members of District 
Boards, who are residents within municipal areas, are personally interested 
in having a water-supply in the place where they reside. It is, therefore, 
not at all difficult to got a resolution passed by a District Board such as it 
is constituted, to ^ply, and, without meaning any disrespect, — I say misapply, 
the nioney of the District Fund for promoting the sanitary welfare of towns’ 
especially district towns. I think. Sir, Your Honour will set your face against 
such a diversion of money of the District Boards, whose wants are daily 
growing, but the growth of whose resources are not keeping pace with the 
numerous works they are entrusted with. 

“ With those words, I beg to move that this clause be omitted. I under- 
stpd that by the omission of this clause it would not be possible for the 
District Boards to spend any money for a purpose like this. I am not quite 
sure if the Boards can legally spend any money of their own for the purpose of 
water-works in towns even if section 88A be omitted. It is only for that reason 
and apprehending that District Boards will spend money for water -works 
in towns as they have hitherto done, even if section 88A bo omitted, that I have 
proposed an alternative amendment.” 

The Hon’blo Babh JoaENOKA Chandra Qhose said:— -“I have much 
pleasure in seconding the amendment so ably moved by my friend the 
Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lai Goswanii, Bahadur. I understand that amendments 
to this effect stood in the name of several Members when the first Report of the 
Select Committee was presented. It is well-known that the resources of many 
of tho important districts in these provinces have been very much crippled by 
the inclusion of the water-works into the accounts. 1 do not agvm that 
water works are outside the scope of beneficent works of District Boards, 
because a very large projwrtion of the population of the district live there 
and have to go there. The unhealthiness of a district is a matter of serious 
iinportaace to the people. But while conceding that the District Board 
might continue the maintenance of water-works from District accounts, it must 
not be forgotten that the resources in command of District Boards are so 
limited that they could ill-afford to make any such contributions. I believe 
that the Government will in future help in the construction of water-works 
and their maintenance as generously as Your Honour has done during Your 
Honour’s tenure of office, and I hope that the District Boards will not 
continue to provide anything out of their scanty resources for the construc- 
tion and maintenance of water-works. ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal said “In connexion with this 
amendment, I regret that I cannot support my hon’ble friend, Rai Kishori Lai 
Goswami, Bahadur, although in this matter I find that my hon’ble friend on my 
right has enthusiastically supported it. Sir, I have followed with great interest 
the arguments adduced by my hon’ble friend, Rai Kishori Lai Goswami and 
his sunporter, my hon’ble friend, Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose. Both contend 
that the District Boards are not in a position to* contribute to the 
of water-works, wells or tanks in the Districts ; but the question is this if 
they are not in a position to contribute, who asked them to do so? The BUL 
as drafted, clqarly gives the District Board discretionary power t if they sura 
able to contribute they will do so, with the consent of tho onajority of the 
Members of thej)istnct Boards; and even then their hands are fettered. It is 



1908«| ;* The Bengal Local Self-Oovemment {Amendment) Bill^ 1908. 227 

[Bobu Radha Charan Pal ; Bahu Oajidhar Praead; Babu Kali Pada Gho%hS\ 

only with the sanction of he Local Government that they can contribute : so 
my hon’ble friend will see that it is not compulsory on the part of District 
Boards to contribute for the maintenance of water- works in the District. It 
is said that the District Ma^strate naturally takes great interest in tho Muni- 
cipality and he is the President of the District Board. It is just and proper that 
be should. The District Boards arc comparatively rich bodies and tho Muni- 
cipalities poor bodies, and therefore it is only right that tho District Magistrate 
who looks to tho well being of his own District would try to help the Muni- 
cipalities. Then, Sir, we are well aware that the Municipalities, generally 
speaking — not even excepting tho Calcutta Municipality — have to strain their 
utmost to carry out the various reciuireruents of the Act. Ev^en so rich a 
Municipality, as the Calcutta Municipality, has not sufficient funds to carry into 
completion the various necessary works for the sanitation of tho town, and 
when the Council is discussing tho Budget then I shall perhaps ask for funds 
for the Calcutta Municipality. While we are thankful to many philanthropic 
gentlemen for their munificence, I fail to understand why we should not avail 
ourselves of the resources of District Funds when they are in a position to 
contribute towards beneficent works which will benefit tho whole district. 

‘‘Under those circumstances, I do not think that this section ought to be 
deleted from the Bill, but it should be retained^’ 


The Ilon’ble Baku Gajadhar Prasad said:— ‘‘ I think it is my duty to 
bring to Your Honour’s notice that I have served on tho Municipality and the 
District Board of Patna for about 25 years, and I still belong to both these 
bodies and my experience, judging from the Patna district, is that District 
Boards are always solvent and Municipalities arc always in want of money. 
Residents of districts are interested in the sanitation of their hoad-quartors. 
Your Honour is aware that zamindars and roiyats have frequently to attend 
Courts and have to attend to other business at head-quarters. Then, tho members 
of District Boards and members of other associations have often to go to 
head-quarters. It is, therefore, in their interests to see that tho town or 
head-quarter is in a sanitary condition. Your Honour is aware that epidemics 
are more prevalent in towns than in villages, and I think therefore that District 
Boards should always be allowed to contribute towards tho sanitation^ of the 
towns. There is 
sanction of the 
Government will 
are in want.” 


he safeguard and it is a very proper saieguaru, luav luo 
leutenant-Governor is necessary for this purpose. The 
ollnw niHtriot Boards to contribute when they themselves 


The Hon’blo Babu Kali Pada Ghosh said:-" I wish very much to say 
that all District Boards are not like the Patna District Board, of which my 
friend is the President. 1 unfortunately come from a part of the country 
where District Boards havo always been found to have insufficient funds to 
meet the cost of works, which legitimately W1 within the of the Boards. 
SiT in this Council we have, during Budget discusaons, dealt with sanita ion m 
areas esoeciallv as regards water works which are very much neglecti^, 
™ rethe?the%istriJt Boards find it impossible to carry out that work m the 
manner they would like. When we remember this, 1 canno ^rtainly go i^ainst 
the amendnient moved by my hon’ble friend, Rai Kwhori Lai Goswami, Bahadur, 
aTd l twKattheDistiict Boar.^ confined to he verv nectary 

^roo^s for Xch the fund was created, although I do not go so far as to say 
purposes lor , , ,, nititrict Boards to any water-works in 

that any contributions made by the i^wtnct iroarus w r 

.r^ i. . '“iibuto ". Liociry" A 

being had to the intent of rurai^are^^^^ its charge, and 

Municipal Bowd can ^ :i^ i,oy nil its funds for all works which arc in 

District Boards should friend; the Hon’blc Babu Uadha 

the legitimate scope of ths^t Boa not make it 

Charan Pal, ^ t jjourd to make a contribution and, to safeguard 

wmpulsory on the ^stoct Board jo^ ^ 

frJSu^Urbe^d'^to^thi beUef that this provision ha. been speciaUy 
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enacted that District Funds should be applied to the work comtemplated 
by section 88 A. I do not agree, therefore, with my hon’ble friend, Babu 
Radha Charan Pal, that section 88A should be allowed to stand. So I certainly 
support the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lai Goswami, 
Bahadur. ’’ 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham said: — Government cannot accept this amend- 
ment. The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Kishori Lai Goswami has said that he cannot 
understand why this provision should have been inserted. I can explain this to 
him. Clause 42 {mw 44) was inserted in this Bill in its earlier stages, with the 
object of legalizing contributions from the District Fund towards the improve- 
ment of the water-supply in municipalities situated within the district. The 
legality of such a contribution formed the subject of discussion in 1893, when a 
contribution was made for such a purpose by the District Board of Shahabad to 
the Municipality of Arrah. The Legal Remembrancer at the time gave his 
opinion that such a contribution was legal ; but it seemed to Government 
that this opinion might at any lime be called in question, in view of the decla* 
ration in section 1 that the Act shall not extend to any place or town to which 
the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act have been extended. The object 
is clearly one to which a portion of the District Fund may very properly be 
devoted, since a pure water-supply in a municipality is a benefit to the district 
generally, and an outbreak of infectious disease caused by an impure water- 
supply within a municipal area may result in the spread of the disease to all 
parts of the district. It Las been provided, os a safeguard, that any such con- 
tribution shall be subject to the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Hon’ble Member who has moved this amendment has read out 
certain figures in the cases of Gaya and Monghyr, comparing the amounts 
contributed towards the water-works with the amounts spent on original works. 
He has forgotten to point out that one class of expenditure is recurring, and 
one non-recurring, 

“The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose has said that he knows that 
many Boards have been crippled by contributing to the establishment of water- 
works. He has carefully avoided mentioning the name of any such District 
Board. I do not know to which Boards he refers. I am not aware of any such 
case. Both tiieso gentlemen have spoken as if District Boards would be 
compelled to make such contributions ; but as the Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan 
Pal has pointed out, it is entirely optional with them to do so. 

“ In fact I am astonished, Sir, that a merely permissive provision of this 
nature should have given rise to the remarks that have fallen from some of 
the Members to-day, 

“The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh assumes that rural areas will be 
neglected for urban areas ; but I would point out to the Hon’ble Member that 
we are specially providing elsewhere in this very Bill for the improvement of 
water-supply in rural areas.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

* 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, also moved that the 
following proviso be added to section 88A, in clause 42 [now 44) of the Bill 

Provided that no application for such sanction shall be ^made unless it is authorised 
by a resolution which has been passed at a meeting specially convened for the purpose and 
in favour of which a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members of the District 
Board have voted. 

He said : — “ I have already referred to the personal composition of District 
Boards which is peculiarly favourable to making grants for water-supply within 
rural areas. It vould be very desirable in making this permissive section, as 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has said, to safeguard in such a 
way that really ihe permission emanates from those interested vitally in the 
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v’eUare of the district, and with the sufferance of a considerable majority of the 
members of the District Board. I liavo proposed this additional safeguard 
that there should be a majority of two-thirds to authorise a grant for water- 
supply, and 1 think this would be considered as very reasonable. My hon’ble 
friend, Babu Gajudbar Prasad, has remarked that ho has a long-standing 
connection with both the District Boards and the Municipality. I think 
my friend, like another individual in a more critical condition, created by 
the imagination of the poet, finds himself faced by a divided duty when he has 
got to consider the interests both of the District Board and the Munhdpality. 
It is not often that we hear of a District Board in afiluent circumstances. 
J think we hear the contrary story very often. From the passage 1 have 
just read from the Administration Report, it will bo quite clear that the 
Government has been year after year putting spur on the District Boards to 
spend considerably bigger amounts for water-supply in rural areas, and the 
Government regiets that more is not spent. Surely, the agency for the 
judicious use of money for the water-supply has btmn settled in this Bill by 
investing Union Committees with power to deal with sanitary conditions in 
their areas, and 1 hope there will bo a larger demand when the Union 
Committees’ work is properly defined, ns it is hoped it will be under the now 
law. I think, Sir, what 1 have said will show that the safeguard I have pro- 
posed is eminently necessary to prevent an injudicious diversion of money 
from sanitary purposes within rural areas.” 


The Hon’ble Babu JootNDKA Chandha Ghose said I beg to second the 
amendment just moved by my friend, tlie Hon'ble Itai Kishori Goswumi, 
Jlahadur. You have hoard that the new section has boon introduced in 
order to avoid all objections as to the legality of making provision for water- 
works. It is no good now ivfirring to that matter again because it has been 
passed. The question now is, should wo put some safeguard against the 
improper use of the District Board Funds for the purpose of the construction 
and maintenance of water- works? It is said that it is a permissive section. 
The money cun only be spent by the District Boards themselves. 1 do not agree 
with my lion’blo friend, Rai Kiishori D d Goswami. Bahadur, that District Boards 
are not independent bodies and that the District Officers often exercise undue 
influence over them. On tlio contrary, I think District Magistrates would 
stand between tiiem and the people of the district when occasion arises. But 
the mischief is not there, the mischief is that most of the members of District 
Boards reside in the district towns, and as we are all human beings we cannot 
forget our own inditiduul convenience and safety, forgetting the convenion^ 
and health of the poor unfortunate population of the district who do not resnie 
there For the safety of the groat agricultural population of this country, who 
are not represented on the District Boards, this safeguard is absolutely 
necessary. It is not right to say that because this is a pennissivo section no 
amendment is necessary. Everything would have been right if the great mass 
of the population were represented. 

“ It is the town population mostly that forms the Di'-trict Boards, I have 
said that they are independent and they have shown this on occasions but 

they are human beings. As regards the objections of my learned friend, the 
Hon’ble Babu liadba Charan Fal, who said he wanted money for tlie 
Calcutta Municipality, 1 think it would have been better if he had not 

mentioned that. ^ , , ,, , 

“Your Honour, the Hon’ble Babu Kali I’ada Ghosh and myself, who 

represent the District Boards, are in favour of this amendnmnt Asjegar^ 
the gentlemen who represent the Municii«gitie*, I place he l o^i ble Babu 
Gaj^har Prasad in tbe category of a who h^ ‘J- 

Municipalises more at hearty ^ waier-works 

It^BiXpore ; tLerefore Ids advice on this occasion cannot bi called very 
disinterested.” 

The Hon’ble the Pkesidekt here intimated that the Govenr moot were 
prepared to accept the amendment. 
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The Hon^ble Ba^bu Jogendra Chandra Ghose remarked ; — As the 
Government is going to accept the amendment, 1 need eay no more.^’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham said : — ‘‘I wish to say, Sir, on behalf of Govern- 
ment, that I am prepared to accept this amendment, provided that the wordj 
* total number of the ’ be inserted before the word ‘ members * in the last line 
of the proposed amendment.’’ 

The amendment was then put in the following form, namely: — 

Provided that no application for such eanction Bhall be made unless it is authorized by 
a resolution which has been passed at a meeting specially convened for the purpose and in 
favour of which a majority of not less than two-thirds of the total number of members of the 
Ifistriot Board have voted. 

The Hon’ble the Pbesident declared the motion carried. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishoki Lal Goswami, Bahadur, also moved — 

(1) that in the second paragraph of sub-section (7) of section 118B, in 

clause 53 {now 55), of the lUli, the word “houses” be substituted for 

the word “property”; and 

(2) that the following bo added to sub section (7) of the said section 

11813, in clause 53 {notv 55) cf the J3ill, namely : — 

Explamtion , — * Houses’ include l.uts, shops, granaries and warehouses and 
buildings of all other kinds. 

He said: — The reason why I propose this change is that I understood 
the object and scope of these special provisions for spr cial taxation to be that the 
tax should be limited only to the actual n sidents of tlie hamlet for whose 
sanitary improvement this money is to be spent. The present wording of the 
Bill unduly widens the Imsis for taxation, including amongst the assessees persons 
who are only remotely interested in the sanitary work to bo done there. The 
first victim will bo all the zamindars who have got lands within the Union and 
who will come under ilie operation of this Act. They alieady pay a tax for the 
improvement of the sanitation of the place, and there should not be a further 
impost levied from them in the guise of a special taxation. The members of tho 
Union Committoes will be mostly tho agriculturists, and they would very much 
prefer that the zamindars arc made to pay for sanitary works to be done in 
accordance with the special provision laid down in the Bill. The next class 
of people who will also suffer and w^ho ought not to suffer on account of this 
Act will be those cultivators who live outside the limits of the Union ; but who 
hold Jsnds for cultivation. I think, Sir, this tax ought to be confined to persons 
who actually own or occupy houses within the limits where special sanitary 
works are to bo done. This portion of the bill professes to be modelled on 
the Village Chaukidari Act and the Chota Nagpur Rural Police Act, under 
which a tax is levied for the protection of the life and property of people 
residing in villages. Section 7 of the Chota Nagpur Rural Police Act says;— 

All owners or oooupiers of bouses in any village, and every zamindar or under-tenure- 
holder who has a bhandax or outohery for the collection of rent within the village shall be 
liable to assessment for the purposes of the Aot. 

“ In the Village Chaukidari ^ct, section 14, says : — 

All owners or oooupiers of bousee in any village, and any person who has within 
such village a outohery for ooUeoting rents, shall be liable to assessment for the purposes of 
ibis Aot. 

• 

“ 1 think, Sir, this provision of the Bill ought to run on the same lines and 
the assessment should be restricted to the owners or occupiers of houses which 
will, ttoootding to the defiuitioa hereafter given^ include cutcheries of the 
samindars.” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham 8aid:-“I cannot advise the Council to accept 
‘k 18 «« 80“"d reason in inv opinion why the aasosament 

ehould be (^nfinod to owners or occupiers of houses within the Union. It is p«j. 
eumod tliat the Hon ble Momb'-r has cliiefly in mind the case of absentee 
jandloraSi and tlmt ho wisIks that they should escape asHossinont if they havo 
no hou^ withiQ the Union. 1 cannot accept tliis view; and I am Hupported 
in this by the opinion of others, several of wlioin are theniselvos landed pro- 
prietors. riie new provisions in regard to Union Coinmitkes empower i/ueh 
Committees to take measures in respect of tanks, wells and water-courses as 
well as houses. If a Union Committee re-excavate, enlarjj^e, deepen or 
otherwise improve a tank, or repair or deepen a well or water-course, benefit 
will accrue to the owner. It is obvious that the owner of mch property should 
be liable <o contribute tow’ards the cost of such improvement, ecjuafly with 
persons who own or occupy houses within the Union. It is conceivable, on 
the other hand, that a person who merely owns some land within the limits of 
the Union may not benefit in any wny from works carried out with tho 
object of improving the sanitary emditions of a village It may bo argued 
that such persons should not be liable to assessment. Un iho otfier hand, all 
persons assossed under the section iiave the rif^bt of up[)eal (under section 
1180) to tlio District Board, if tiiey consider tln^y havo been unjustly or im- 
properly assessed ; and if dissatisfied with tho decision of tho District Board 
in the matter, they can move the Divisional Commissionor to exercise his 
power of revision. Looking, however, to Iho fact that the new provisions aro 
principally directed towards the sanitary imjiruveineiit of villages, 1 w'oukl be 
prepared to accept the following proposal ; — 

That in section IbSB (/), in ola use (were of the Bill, for tho words Mho 
owners or oooupiors of property’ tho following be substituted, c/c., ‘ the owners of 
buihiings, tanks, wcdls or water-oourses, or the oocupiei's of buihliugH. ’ 

The term Miullding ^ is preferable to ‘house’ for obvious rousons. ’’ 

Idiere being no opjiosition, the Uoi/ble the Bresideiit declared tho 
amended motion curried. 


The Hon'ble Babu Deba Piiasad Sarbadhikari, by leave of tho Council, 
withdrew the following motions, of which he hud given notice, namely : — 

(1) that after proviso (2) to section SOA, in clause 41 (now 413) of tho Bill, 
the following bo inserted, nainely : — 

{^) Provided alwa^ s that when, owing lo tho e'»li^t^uellon oi a bridji^o, ihrne is any 
loss to the owner of a private i’errv, t'Uch loss will bo ooiiijMniKutod out of the 
proceeds of tho toll-bar, or out ot the luuds oi tho District board when no lolls 
are levied. 

(2) that in line 9 of section ILsH, in cIau^e .0.4 {norv 00) of the Bill, tho 
word “ houses ” be substituted for the word “propti iy. ’ 


The Hon’blo Babu Deba Prasad Sakbaduikaju ulso moved that in proviso 
(c) to Biib-scction («) of section 1 18li, in clause 'i-t {now Oo; of the Bill, for the 
word “ seven ” the word “ four ” be substituted. 

This amendment being opposed by the Ilon’ble Mr. Oldham, tlie Uon’ble 
Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhiknri moved that the word “ five ” he substituted for 
the word •* seven” in the same pioviso. 


The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham having accepted this amendment, the Hon’blo 
the President declared it carried. 

Tho Hon’ble Babu Dib* Fkasad Sahiiadiukari also moved that after 
clause 29A (now 82) of the Bill, the following be inserted, namely 

29B. After section 60 of the said Act the following shall be inserted, namely 

‘ 60A A District Board may form , as ocMsion may require, permum-nt or temjKirery 
■ committees in a vdlage or group of village, for «ir.yin« out general or 
enecific works of saniUtion, su- h us the digging ot wells and tanks, the 
opting of jungles and the draining of marshy places, 4c. 
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He said This, Sir, is purely a permissive section, and ought not 
to meet with any opposition. The reason why I have thought it necessary to 
make a permissive provision like this is this*. It is conceivable that works 
outside the scope of individual Unions and which would take up more of the 
District Board’s tinio than it would care to bestow on them would be neglected. 
The Unions will no doubt do good work, but their number is not very large ; and 
even if their number bo considerably enlarged, their conslitution will be more 
or less formal and con fined to their own units. The Unions will not be able 
to take up work not strictly within their jurisdiction, I, therefore, 
propose that District Boards — if it is found necessary to do so— should have 
power to appoint Committoes able to take up work outside the purview of 
Village Unions. These Committees, if appointed, will be able to give time 
and energy for the proper carrying out of works wliich the Board would not be 
able to attend to. 

‘Mt is really not a new thing. My hon’ble friend, Babu Jogendra Nath 
Mookerjeo, who served previously on the Council, raised this question and 
pointed out that it was desirable to have organisations like those which I suggest 
to carry on special work. 'I’he Village Unions themselves are not able to do it, 
and tlio District Boards themselves are not able to attend to it. Under these 
circumstances it seems to me that it is desirable to have some organisations 
of the kind suggested, and if the proposil is accepted, an agency may be 
provided which will be able to do good work.” 

The Ilon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad said: — second the amendment, 
and my experience as Chairman of a District Board is that in villages the 
digging of wells and tanks are generally entrusted to people of a village 
and a lieudiuun, but of course they are not recognized as a Sub-Committee. 
Tlioy do the work and it is afterwards passed, 1 think we should be better 
provided for in the Act,” 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Oldham said: — *^It is for such purposes as those 
mentionod by the Hoii’blo Member that Union Committees may bo appointed 
under the Act ; and it is more especially to enable the Union Committees 
liettcr to ciirry out such measures that the n3w provisions extending their 
powers and responsibilities have been inserted in the present Bill. On the other 
hand, it might lead to serious difficulty if two authorities were established 
witii concurrent jurisdicAiou in the same area. The existing provisions in the 
Bill appt ar to me to fully provide f<»r the case. If such work did not come 
within the scope of a Union Committee^ the District Board have themselves 
sufficient power under the law us \i stands. 1 think this amendmept should, 
therofore, bo rejocted.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The llon’blo Mr. Oldham moved that for clause 19 (now 21) of the Bill, the 
following be substituted, namely ; — 

19. In the proviso to sootiou .S6 of the said Act, for the words ‘the Local Board to 
whioh the Union C'Ommittee oreating such appointment is subordinate,* the 
words * the Distriot Board ’ shall be substituted. 

lie said : — ^‘This amendment is necessitated by the terms of section 119, 
sub-section (i), which provides that the District Board may, with the sanction 
of the Commissioner, direct that any specified Union Committee shall act as tba 
agent of, and shall be subject to the control of, a Local Board, instead of the 
District Board, either for all purposes or for the purposes specified in the 
order ; and sub-seotion (3) enacts that so long as an order made under nvih 
section (1) with respect to any Local Board continues in force, the reference he 
the Distriot Board in the foregoing sectious of the Act shall, so far as may 
be necessary, be read as if made to such Local Board.,” 

The motion was put aod ^reed to. 
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The Hon’ble Mb. Oldbau also moved that for claose 21 {now 23) of the 
BUI, tlie following be substituted, namely 

21 * In Beotion 44 oi the said Act, for the words * the Local Board to which it 
18 Bubordiuate as herwnafter provided, * and for the words ‘ the Local Board/ 
the words ‘ the District Board * shall be substituted. 

He said This amendment similarly is consequential upon section 119/* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldhaai also moved that for clause 28 {now 30) of the 
Bill, the following be substituted, namely : — 

28. In section 58 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, for the 
words Ube Looal Board to whioh snob Union Committee ia subordinate/ the 
words ^ the District Board ' shall be substituted. 

He said : — The same explanation applies here.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved tliat in clause 42 {now 44) of the Bill, 
for the words ^^thc construction, repair and maintenance, under the provisions 
of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, of water-works, wells or tanks within the 
district/’ the following bo substituted, namely 

(a) the construction, repair and maintenance, under the provisions of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, lo84, of water-woike, wells or tanks within the district ; or 

(i) taking measures under the said Act for the prevention of plague in the 
district. 


Ho said “ ClauBo 42 {now 44) of the Bill, as already explained, empowers 
District Boards, with the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, to contribute to- 
wards the cost of the construction, repair and maintenance, under the provisions 
of the Bengal Municipal Act, of water-works, wells or tanka within tho district. 
Such contributions have been made in the past, and it has been^ decided to- 
specifioally provide for them. There is another kind of contribution which 
has also been made in the past, and for which it is doubtful whether the Act 
provides at present. Since the advent of plague to this Province, Municipal 
authorities have in many cases exhausted their resources in taking measures 
aeainst this scourge ; and District Boards have, in several instances, come to 
their help. A question has recently been raised as to whether the Act 
authorizes such contributions. Plague usually breaks out first in the larger 
municipalities, and spreads thence into the farther parts of the district. It is 
manifestly in the interest.^ of the district as a whole that prompt measures 
should bo taken to prevent or to stamp out, when they occur, such outbroaks; 
and it is only right, therefore, that District Boards sliould have power to assist 
in case of emergenej^ in such measures, It has been thought advisable to take 
the present opportunity of making this clear.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved that after sub-section (/) of section 
91, ill clause 42A {now 45) of the Bill, the following bo inserted, namely : 

(2a) The Civil Surgeon of the district ehaU be s member of the Sanitation 

Committee of bis district. 

necessary to provide definitely for this in the Act. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Me. Olohau also moved that after sub-section (2) of section 
118B, in clause 63 {mu 65) of the Bill, the following be inserted, namely:— 

(2o) The Union Gonunittse shall appoint one of their number to reoeiTO and coUeot 
the tud asseesment, and to grant reoelpte for the same, and to keep the aooonnts 
thereof ; and may permit the person so appointed to retun any snm, not 
exceeding five per eenl, of the amount oolleoted by him, to repay the costs of 
such oolleotion. 

He said: — “ Section 22 of the Village Ohaukidari Act, 1870, provides that 
every panchayat shall appoint one of their number to receive and collect the 
rate, and to keep the accounts thereof. There is no similar provision, however, 
in the Chota Nagpur Rural Police Act. As section 118B will apply to dutricts 
in which the Chota Nagpur Rural Police Act is in force, as well as to districts 
in which the Village Chaukidari Act is in force, it has been decided to insert a 
general provision of the nature indicated in this amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Babd Joqendea Chamdba Ghose, by way of amendment, 
proposed that the words “ or any other person ” be inserted after the words 
” one of their number” in the above amendment. 

The Hon’ble Me. Oldhau having accepted this, the motion was put in the 
amended form and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Me. Oldham also moved that in sub-section (S) of section 
118B, in clause 53 {now 55) of the Bill, for the figures “ 15 to 20, 22, 25 to 34, 
47 and G3,” the figures “15 to 19, 25 to 29, 31 to 34, 46A, 46B and 63” be 
substituted. 

He said : — “A careful scrutiny of the two Acts in question has disclosed the 
necessity of slight alteration in the section in respect of the sections of the 
Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, to be applied.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved that in the same sub-section, for the 
figures “ 8 to 11, 13, 15 to 21, 34 and 86,” the figures “9, 10, 13, 15 to 18, 20, 
21, 34 and 36 ” be substituted. 

He said : — “ The same remarks apply in this case ”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved that after proviso (o) to section 
118B ( 2 ), in clause 53 {mw 56) of the Bill, the following be inserted, namely : — 

(aa) the leferenoes in seotiou 46B of the etid Village Chaukidari Aot, 1870, to the 
ohaukidari asaeeement shall be oonatrued as referenoes to tho aseeaament 
imposed under this section. 

He said : — “ This is a consequential amendment 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Me- Oldham also moved that proviso (e) to sub-section (2) of 
section 118B, in clause 63 {mw 55) of the Bill, ro omitted. 

He said : — “ This is also a consequential amendment ”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved that in sub-clause {qq\ in clause 59 
{mw 60) of the Bill, for the figures “ 118A,” the figures “ 118B” he substituted.. 

He said:— “It will be clear to the Hon’ble Members that section 118B 
should also be included under sub-section {qq) of section 138 ”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Mr, Oldham also moTed that clause 86 of the BUI be omitted* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also, with the permission of the President ^ 
moved that to clause 26 (5) (note 27 (4), of the BUI, the following be added, 
namely 

and 

(d) of the eipenses of any of the poorer inhabitants of the distriot for journeys to 
and from any hospital established m any part of British India for the treat* 
ment of specif diseases. 

He said Clause 36 of the Bill empowers a District Board, with the 
approval of the CommiKsioner, to defray the expenses of poorer inhabitants of 
the district for journeys to and from any hospital established in any part 
of British India for the treatment of special diseases. This clause was 
inserted chiefly with the object of extending to servants of District Boards 
and poor inhabitants of the district the concessions granted by the Govern* 
ment of India as to the treatment of Government senrants at the Pasteur 
Institute at Kasauli. It has been pointed out, however, that the effect 
of the clause as it stands would be that the power riven by it would have to 
be exercised by the members of the District Board in meeting, and the 
approval of the Commissioner then obtained. Obviously this procedure might 
involve delay of perhaps a month. In the case of a i)er8ou bitten by an animal 
Buffering from rabies, immediate action for his despatch to Kasauli should bo 
taken. It is advisable, therefore, that a quicker procedure should bo provided. 
This object will be attained by inserting the provision about the payment 
of such expenses in clause 26 ( S ) (now <7 (4 )f of the Bill, that is, under section 
53 of the Act.” 

*The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also, with the permission of the President, moved 
that in sub-clause («V) of section 118C, in clause 53 (now 1)5) ol the Bill, 
for the word “ holding” the word ‘^property ” be substituted. 

He said:— ‘‘As Ilon’ble Members will observe, this is merely a question 
of drafting.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Oldham also, with the permission of the President 
moved that in sub-clause (of), in clause 59 (^) now 60 ( JO )^ of the Bill, for the 
words “ famine-relief,” the words “ the relief of famine, serious distress or 
scarcity ” be substituted. 

He said:— “This amendment is necessitated by the amendment made in 
section 99 and the terms of the new section 99 (a).” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also moved that clause 5A (now 6) of the Bill bo 
numbered 6, and that all necessary changes be mado in the numbering of the 
remaining clauses and sub-clauses. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ ble Mr. Oldham then moved that the Bill, as settled in Council, 


be passed. 

The Hon’ble Babu Joqendba Chandra Ghose said “ It gives me groat 
pleasure to find that this great and beneficent measure, inaugurated by Your 
honour, is going to be made law to-day. The divereion of the road-coss to 
irorpom other than those for which it wa. originally impowd was a atandiog 
SSvance of the people. It remained for jou to remedy it and the ^ple 
£ght to be graH to you for it. I need not lake up the time of the Council 
by recapitula^ the history of the road-coss and the difficulties of the District 


Sught to be gratefhl to you for it. I need not take up tbe time or tno Council 
by recapitula^ the history of the road-coss and the difficulties of the District 
Imaids and by showing the magnitude of the remw rendered Honour. 

It is known to all and appreciated even by the papers which see nothing 
good in British rule. Your Honour has also earned the gratitude of the people 
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by lieteniog to the objection raised in my note of dissent to the first Report of 
the Select Committee, embodying the opinion of many of the non-official 
Members and expunging the provision about the imposition of the railway cess. 
Now I have to speak of a matter of supreme importance to the people under 
your charge, namely, the new provision about making sanitary improvements 
in the rural areas. The growing unhealthiness of the districts of Bengal is 
just now the greatest danger to the people and a matter deserving of the most 
serious consideration at the hands of the Government. 

Whatever might be said against the Government and its Officers, it would 
be very ungrateful indeed not to acknowledge what has been done by them 
for the education of the people, medical help to them and the prevention of 
epidemics and the improvement of sanitation in this country — matters to which 
all past Governments were all but indifferent and impotent on account of 
ignorance and prejudice. Indeed, our ideas of the education of the masses, 
and the necessity of adopting measures according to sanitary science, and the 
like, are the outcome of European science and European democratic ideas. 
British officials may be haughty, and 1 for one would like to keep aloof from 
them whenever possible ; but I know that there is not one among them who 
does not feel that he is here for the amelioration of the condition of the people 
under his charge. The defects of the British Rule are many, but to say tnat 
it has been the cause of famines, plagues and malaria would not be correct 
and be rather ungrateful, and the person who, knowing it, does not say so, 
helps in the propagation of untruth. 

^‘Your Honour has once again vindicated the character of the British 
Governor for his earnest solicitude for the welfare of the people under his 
charge, by the introduction of the new provisions about sanitation. Your 
Honour has supplied self-governing bodies with limited powers of taxation for 
carrying out sanitary improvements. 1 am thankful to the Select Committee 
for accepting the safeguards against improper taxation, which I thought 
would take away all objections to it. 

The Select Committee have provided that the rates can be imposed by the 

S lo’s representations when two-thirds of them agree to it ; then again a 
jrate limit has been placed on the power of taxation. But I cannot but 
give expression to my apprehension that the means at the command of the 
District Boards and Union Committees would be quite insufficient to meet the 
necessities of the case. The ear-marking of the road-ocss will also handicap 
the District Boards in many matters and probably in the matter of education. 
Indeed, though much has been done, very much more ought to be done, and 
people who have received Western education are greatly dissatisfied bwause ’ 
they find that, as compared with other civilized countries, so little is done in 
this country, and they hold the Government responsible for the general igno- 
rance and comparative poverty of the people and also for the many thousands 
of preventable deaths. It is, however, easy to criticize, but very difficult to 
do. However, the passing of the present measure is not enough, unless the 
Government will rise to the occasion and find money for very much larger 
grants for education and sanitation. My only regret on the present occasion 
is that Your Honour has been unable to raise the proportion of the elected Mem- 
^ bors of District Boards as you intended to do. But I believe that a larger 
measure of self-government will soon be granted, and we need not be 
impatient. In conclusion, I must say that I would be failing in my duty as a 
representative of the District Boards if I do not give expression to my 
gratitude to Your Honour for this great meeusuro of far-reaching Deneficence.’* 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the fith September, 1908. 
Calotita ; \ F. G. WIGLEY, 

The 18th September, 1908. j Secretary to the Bengal Council. 

8. rrMi«»10-9-100S-mJ->8<K> W. A. U. a othert. 



Aiitraet of the Proeeedingt of the Cnuneil of the UeutemmUOovonur of Bengal, 
oeeembled under the provisione of the Indian Councilt Aeti, 1861 ofed 1898, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 5th 
September, 1908, at 11 k,u.. 


fiCBtnt: 

Ihe Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraser, K.as.i., Lieutenant-Ooyernor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. T. Greer, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Duke. 


The Hon’ble Mb. W. A. Inolis, c.8.i. 


The Hou’ble Mb. H. C. Stbeaiteild. 


The Hon’ble Mb. C. E. A. W. Oldbam. 


The Hon’ble Sib Charles Allen, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mb. E. P. Chapman. 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. H. H. Vincent. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandra Qhose, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Ihtisham-ul-Muuc Rais-od-Dowla Amib-itl-Omrah Nawab 
Asef Kddr Sydd Wasif Ali Meerza Khan Bahadur Mahabuf 
Juno, Nawab Bahadur of Mursbidabad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishobi Lal Goswami, Bahadur, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mahaeajadhibaja Bijat Chand Mahtab Bahadur, or 
Bdbdwan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhab Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sabbadhikabi, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mb. F. A. Labmoub. 


The Hon’ble Mb. W. Brown. 

The Hon’ble Babu Badba Chaban Pal. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

8TAT2 TIOHBICAL BCBOUASHlPa. 

The Hon’ble Babd Radha Chabab Pal said 

In the Gazette of India of the 23rd January, 1904, in paragraph 6 
of the Desratch No. 8, dated Simla, the 9tb October, 1902, from the Qorem* 
ment of India, Home Department, to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India, it is stated that the Local Governments and Administrations 
will be required to bear in mind the importance of ensuring that the returned 
scholar shall find scope for his skill and ability •••*•• 
If the early results of the scheme are successful, we think that the servioet of 
the returned scholars are sure to be in good demand, and that, failing private 
employment, Government will be glad to ti^ their abilities to account as 
teachers in industrial schools or in other capacities oonneoted with the improve- 
ment of local industries.” 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether any of the reiurned 
gCholars have been taken into the Government service ? 

In paragraph 3 of the same Despatch it is stated that “ they proposed 
to give two (scnolarships) to the Madras Presidency, two to the Bombay 
Presidency, two to Bengal, and to distribute the remaining four among the 
other provinces.” 

Subsequently, in paragraph 2 of the Government Notification published 
in the Statesman of the 20th March, 1908, it is stated that the Govem- 
tfront of India have now decided to award during the year 1908 and the follow- 
ing years one scholarship annually to each province, * * • . 

Will the Government be pleased to state the cause of reduction in the 
number of scholarships from two to one ? 

It is stated in the Government Notification (published in the 
Statesman of the 20th March, 1908) that “ as far as Bengal was concerned, it 
was decided that the mining industry offered the most • • • • • favour- 

able field, • • • • • and the scholarships hitlierto awarded on the recom- 
mendation of the Government of Bengal have been utilized for the encourage- 
ment of that industry. Eleven State Technical scholars have been sent from 
Bengal in the four years 1904 to 1907.” 

Will the Government be pleased to state how many of the said scholars 
have Totumed after completing their period of sdiolarships, with what quali- 
fications, and*how they have been employed ? 

Since the institution of the said scholarships, rules under section 20 of 
the Indian Mines Act, 1901 (VIll of 1901), fixing quahficatious for Mine 
Managers, wore published in the Gazette of Imlia, dated 21st April, 1906, and 
came into operation from 21st October, 1906. 

Will the Government be [deaeed to state whether such rules have facili- 
tated the employment of the scholars in any way ; if so, what steps have been 
taken to ensure the success of the scheme and to turn the amlity of the 
returned scholars into practical utility ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stbeatteild replied 

“Since 1901 ten scholars have gone to England', where seven are still 

E ursuing their studies. One soholar threw up his work with the object of 
eing called to the Bar. Two scholars have obtained the degree of B. Sc. in 
Mining. One has not yet reported his arrival in India to Govamment. The 
second returned to ln<ua last November and has lately applied to Government 
for employment. This is therefore the only case coming under Part 1 ot 
the Uon’ble Member’s question. 
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The Government has been informed that this last gentleman failed to 
pass the recent e xamin ation held by the Mining Board under the rules 
made by the Government of India under section 20 of the Indkn 
Act| YIII of 1901. This result is surprisingly unsatisfactory and oaraful 
inquiry will be made into all the facU of the case. The Goverameiit 
is anxious to ^ give all possible help to deserving scholars on their return 
to Indm) but it certainly does not propose to provide employment in all 
cases irrespective of merit. It is moreover eminently desirable that the 
services of returned scholars should bo utilized as far as possible in private 
employment. ^ 

There is no reason to doubt the value of the examination prescribed by 
the rules framed under section 20 of the Indian Mines Act. The object of this 
examination is not to facihtate the employment of scholars, but to prevent the 
employmeiit as Mine Managers of persons who are not reasonably qualified 
for such employment. The examination is understood to be such as any 
mining scholar should pass without difficulty. 

Foimerly two scholarships were awarded to each of the Governments of 
Madras, Bombay and Bengal, the remaining four being distributed among other 
Local Governments. The Government of India considered that this arrange- 
ment was unfair, as it did not give every province an opportunity of 
nominating a scholar every year. The ten scholarships have therefore been 
re-distributed, and one scholarship has been made available annually for each 
province. There has been no redaction in the total number of scholarships. 
It has been decided that this re-distribution shall not prevent any Local Govern- 
ment from receiving more than one scholarship in any year if there is a 
dearth of eligible candidates in other provinces. Two scholars from this 
province have been accepted this year by the Government of Indio. One is 
to undergo a course of training in mining aid the other in leather industries.’^ 

TECHNICAL J:CH0LAR>H1PS FOE MINING. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radua Charan Pal asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is under con- 
templation in any Department of Government, or it has been recommended, 
to abolish the present system of Technical scholarships for Mining 
study on the ground that a course of Mining training has recently been 
introduced in the Civil Engineering College, Sibpur ; whether the course of 
education in Mining training in the Sibpur College inolndes practical 
training in any up-to-date collieries ; and whether the Sibpur College 
Laboratory has been well equipped with up-to-date Mining Machinery, 
Experimental Mine, etc., JClcctrical Machinery, Metallurgical Laboratory 
with furnaces and Geological Laboratory necessary for Mining study similar to 
what are provided for in the University of Birmingham, where such Technical 
scholars are usually sent ? 

The Hon’ble Ms. Stbeatkiild replied 

This Government is not aware of any proposal to abolish the present 
system of Technical Scholarships for mining. The Sibpur course includes a 
period of practical surveying in a mining district with actual underground 
work. The College has been well equipped, as far as is practicable and as far 
as funds permit ; but it cannot pretend to an equipment equal to that of the 
Birmingham University.” 

OVEHFLOW OF THE BIVEE BOPAI. 

The Hoci’ble Bisu Jooeni>ba Chaei^ba Ghose asked : — 

V Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the eonditiofi of 
the ancient and populous of villages Hadal, Naisyanpore and othen siliiated 
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within thana Vishnupore in the district of Banknra, which are eve^ year 
under water on account of the overflow of the waters of the River Bodai and 
have become all but deserted in consequence ? Will the Government be 
pleased to inquire and to take steps to rem^y this state of things ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inqlis replied: — 

“ The attention of Government has no t been drawn^ to this matterj and 
there is no present information in respect to it. An in quiry will be made.” 

babu DUBGA CHABAN SANYAIi’S CASH. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendea Chandba Ghose asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the observa- . 
tions of the Indian Daily News, the Empire, the Capital, and all the Indian 
papers of Bengal regarding the conviction and sentence of Babu Durga Charan 
Sanyal? Does the Government intend to take any steps in the matter ? 

(i) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the observations 
in the judgment of the High Court in the above case describing the pitiable 
condition of the accused, an old pleader of over 60 years, who has lost many 
cliildren and whose bereavements and disappointments in life have told 
seriously on his health and mind? Will the Government be pleased to remit 
his sentence on the above considerations ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to consider whether the said old 
prisoner should not be treated with kindness and not required to undergo hard 
labour hs long as his matter is under consideration and also as long as he is 
in jail ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Steeatfbild replied : — 

“ The prisoner in question is being carefully observed, and his case is 
receiving due attention. As the offence for which he has been convicted was 
committed within the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, this Government 
is not in a position to deal finally with the matter except in consultation with 
the Government of that province. It is impossible to express any opinion 
on this case at present.” 


SOAECITT IN BIHAR. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajaobak Prasad asked:— 

Is the Government aware that on account of drought, hhadoi crops in 
Bihar are almost destroyed and the prospects of paddy there are quite gloomy ? 
If so, will it please the Government to take the necessary measures for the 
relief of the people of Bihar ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Duke replied: — 

“ Government is aware that owing to failure of the rains the crop 
prospects are very gloomy in certain districts of BihtBt.: It is hoped that the 
situation has been improved in the south and west by recent heavy rain. Th e 
local officers have already been addressed with a view to action being .taken as 
soon as it may become necessary. They have applied for takavi loa^ to be^ 
distributed as soon as rain makes the cultivation of the rabi crop possible, knd 
these have been arranged for.” 



941 


1008.] Tht Ck»tu Nagpur Ttntmtjf 1908 ; tk$ BngMl 

Btjw^mg mUf 1908. 

[ifr. V^ent; Mr. 0Uham.J 
THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Vinoknt presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend and consolidate certain enactments relating to the law of 
Lendlord and Tenant and the settlement of rents in Chota Nagpur. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Vincemt also moved that the Bill, as amended by the 
Select Committee, be taken into consideration by the Council on the 19th 
instant. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL REPEALING BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham moved for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal 
the Howrah and Suburban Municipal Police Act, 1884. He said 

“The Howrah Municipality has been relieved by the Government of 
India of all liabilities formerly imposed on it on account of poli^ charges, 
and the Suburban Municipality was abolished in the y»r 1888. It u 
nnnecessarv therefore to retain the Howrah and Suburban Municipal Police 
Act, 1884 (Bengal Act IV of 1884), on the Statute Book, and it is accordingly 
proposed to repeal it.” v • u 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also introduced the Bill, and moved that it be 

read in CouncU. 

The motion was put and agreed ',to, and the Secretary accordingly read 
the title of the Bill. 

The Hon’hle Mb. Oldham also moved that the Bill be taken into connd- 
eration by the Council on the 19th instant. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The CouncU was then adjourned to Saturday, the 19th September, 1908. 


Calcutta ; 

m ISth BepUntiber, 1908. 


) 


F. G. WIGLEY, 
Seerttttrj/ to tht Bengal CouHCtl. 


a. a. IMS 






of the Proceedings of the Council of the LieuienanU Governor of 
aeemhled under the provisions oj the Indian Councils Acts. 1861 and 189^. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the Idth 
September, 1908, at 11 a.u. 


IPrtfitnt; 

The Hon’ble Siit Andrew Fhasbr, k.c.b.i., Lieutenant-Qovernor of 
Bengal, prettdin^. 

The Hon’ble Mb. R. T. Obeer, c.s.r. 

The Hon’ble Mb. S. P. Sinha, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Duke. 

The Hon’ble Mb, W. A. Inolis, c,8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. C. Streatfeild. 

The Uon’ble Mb. C. E. A. W. Oldham. 

'I’he Hon’ble Sir Charles Allen, Kt. 


The Mon’ble Mb. E. P. Chapman. 


The Hon’ble Mb. W. H. II. Vincent. 


The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandra Ghose, m.a,, b.l. 


The Hon’blo 


Ihti8ham-ul-Mulk Rais ud-Dowla Amib-dl-Ombau Nawab 
Asef Kudb SruD Wabif Ali Mf.ebza Khan Bahadub 
Mahabut Juno, Nawab Bahadw of Murshidabad. 


The Hon’We Babu Kau Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon'ble Rai Kishobi Ul Goswami, Bahadur, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiuaja Buat Chand Mahtab Bahadur, or 
Bubdwan. 

The hon’ble Babu Gajadhab Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sabbadh.rabi, m.a., b.l. 

• The Hon’ble Me. F. A. Laemodb. 

The Hon’Ua Mb. W. Bbohh. 

Th« Hon’ble Babu Eaoba Chabab Pau 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

SIBFUR COLLEOI. 

The Hou^ble Babu Joobndba Chamdsa Ghobb asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to say what steps have been taken 
to give effect to its promise to establish classes in mining engineering, 
electrical engineering and mechanical engineering, imparting instruction to a 
standard equal to that of the technical colleges of Europe r Have the classes 
in the Sibpur College on the above subjects been affiliated with the Calcutta 
University for the purpose of granting degrees in them ? When will the said 
graduate classes be opened ? 

The Ilon’blo Mb. Stbbatfeild replied 

“ I refer the Hon’ble Member to what I said on this subject in the course 
of the last budget debate, which was eis follows ; — ‘ The Hon’ble Babu 
Jogendra Chandra Ghose has made a serious grievance of the delay in opening 
tlie graduate classes in Engineering at Sibpur. 1 find, however, that the 
University is not prepared to examine for mese degrees till 1911, and as a 
two years’ course is involved, it is useless and impracticable to start these 
classes till 1909. The first intermediate examination in Engineering will be 
held in 1909. This course was opened in 1907, and those who are now 
reading the course and who succeed in passing the examination in 1909 will be 
eligible to read the graduate course then and not before.’ That statement was 
and is correct.” 


INDUSTBIAL CHEMI8TBY. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandea Ghose asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to say in what stage is the scheme 
for starting graduate classes in industrial chemistry ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Stbea-tfeild replied:— 

The scheme for esta’olishing classes in technological chemistry and the 
chemistry of dyeing at Sibpur is still under the oousideration of the Govern- 
ment of India.’’ 


WEAVING SCHOOL AT 8EHAMPOBE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooenuba Chandba Ghose asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to say whether there is any likeli- 
•hood of opening the Weaving School at Serampore in the near future? Is the 
Government in a position to say by what time at the latest the school will be 
started ? 

The Hon’ble Me Steeatfrild replied . — 

“The ajmointment of a Principal for the SeFampore Weaving School has 
been made. The gentleman selected is at present employed by a private firm 
in Bombay. It is hoped that he will join the apwintment at once and that 
the school will be started within two months from the present date.” 

SILK INDrSTET. 

The Hon’ble Baity ’vJooekoba Chandba Ghose asked: — 

Will the . Government be pleased to say whether all the recommenda- 
tions of tbd Silk Commission have been given effect to, and what atepa are 
being taken for imparting instruction in improved methods of sericultore r 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Duke replied : — 

’•‘The remedial measurea recommended.bythe Silk Oommitteo m>pointedin 
June, 1906, were accepted by Government, except on two points. Conferences 
were held at Calcutta and Berhampur with the leading ropresentatives of 
the Silk Industry and it was ultimately agreed that the control of the opera- 
tions and the disbursement of the funds should rest with a Committoe con- 
sisting of three representatives of European Bilk Firms, one representative of 
the Indian Silk Firms, the Collector of Murshidabad and tho Director of 
Agriculture (President). It was further decided that one large central nursery 
in addition to tho small nurseries should be maintained. The Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam preferred to have a separate Superintendent of 
Sericulture, so that the operations are confined to this Province. The manage- 
ment of the Sericultural School at Rajshahi and tho two nurseries there have 
been handed over ; but tho Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam have 
agreed to train six students from this Province every year. 

“ The members of the Committee were recently nominated and rules for 
their guidance published. Meanwhile, Rs. 22,000 had been provided in the 
budget and Babu Apurba Coomar Ghose has been appointed Sericultural 
Superintendent. Under his guidance, about 60 bighas of land have been 
planted with mulberry and the construction of the central nursery and four 
small nurseries at Borhampore has been undertaken. Other model rearing 
houses will bo established as soon as tho organization is complete and (uihIh 
permit. 

“ Instruction in improved methods of Sericulture is given at Rajslmbi and 
at Sabang in tho district of MiJnapore. As soon ns it is poasiblo to opon^ more 
model rearing houses facilities for imparting instruction will bo extended.” 


AGBICULTUBAL SCHOOLS. 

The Hon’blo Babu JooENDRA CtiANDBA GnosE asked:— 

Will tho Government bo pleased to consider the advisability of establish- 
ing comparatively inexpensive lower giade agricultural schools for training 
practical agriculturists, in which a high literary qualification for admission 
will not be required, as in the Central Provinces, one in each division or one in 
connection with each of the existing demonstration farms? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Ddke replied:— 

“ Until the Provincial Agricultural College at Sabaur can supply elementary 
teachers it does not seem advisable for tho Government to start lower grade 
agricultural schools ; but a class for the practical training of some of the cultiva- 
tors, such as is in existence at Cuttack, will be opened at each of the Experiment 
Stations. For the Cuttack class no literary qualification is necossiry beyond 
ability to read and write the vernacular.” 


DEINKING-WaTBB in bubal ABEA8. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogbndka Chasdba Guose asked:— 

Having regard to the answer given by the Government to a question 

m the mbject which showed the extreme inadcmiacy of tho amount spent m 

be districi of the Presidency Division during the last five years for the supply 
.f good drinking-water, and having regard also 

licenced dnnng the hot season this year, will the Government ^ pleased 
tt^Like a systematic effort by taking measures for the excavati^-rf 20 or a 

ttffioient number of good tanks every 7?" 

of the said Division, through the District Boards, by making special 

inuits for the purpose ? 
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The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham replied:— 

“ In the answers given to Queetions Nos. V and VI put bv the Hon’ble 
Member at the meeting of this Council held on the 21st Match fast, the policy 
of this Government in respect of making grants for the supply of drinking 
water in rural areas was explained. No change has since been made in that 
policy. Under the extended powers given to them by the provisions of the 
Bill for the amendment of the Local SelLOovernment Act recently passed in 
this Council, U iiion Committees will be enabled to undertake measures of the 
nature referred to by the Hon’ble Member. Government will look to the 

n le in the first instance to take action of their own accord when necessary 
ir these provisions. It will be left to District Boards and Union Com- 
mittees to initiate measures in the direction suggested. It is only thus that 
the Act recently passed will be justified.'* 


VILLAGE SANITATION. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandra Ghobe asked : — 

Having regard to the fact that the new provisions about sanitation 
by means of Union Committees will be infmetuous on account of the very 
insufficient funds that can be raised by the said Committees, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to consider the advisability of making an adequate grant for 
sauitary purposes to the said Committees ? 


The Hon’blo Me. Oldham replied: — 

“The provisions recently added in the Bill to amend the Local Self- 
Government Act have not yet come into operation. It is, therefore, premature 
to discuss whether the funds that it will be possible for the Union Committees 
to raise under those provisions will be insufficient for the purpose of measures of 
village sanitation.” 


OHABITABLE DI8PEN8AE1E8 IN THE PBE8IDENCT DIVISION. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandba Ghobe asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to furnish a statement showing the 
grants made by it and the amounts spent by the District Boards in each 
of the districts of the Presidency Division for affording medical help to 
the people living outside the district and sub-divisional towns? Will the 
Government be pleased to consider the advisability of establishing a larger 
number of charitable dispensaries than that which exists at present in the laid 
districts ? 


The Bon’ble Mb. Oldham replied 

“ A statement has been prepared (marked A) showing the grants made 
by Government and the total expenditure in the case of each dispensary in the 
Presidency Division outside the district and sub-divisional towns during each 
of the lost three years. Government has not got informatims to show what 
grants are made by each District Board to each dispensary and what amounts 
are received from other souroea. 

From another statement (marked B), it will be seen that the Presidency 
Division is already much better off in respect of dispensaries than any of the 
other Divisioiufi It may be leftAO the local authorities to move for the 
establishment of other dispensarieB as local conditions may demand.” 
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QyuHoHi md Aumin. 

[Bahi Jogendft^ Chandra Ohm ; Mr. Oldham ; Mr^ Slrnaifitld.^ 
CHARITABLE DISPENSARIES IN THE SUNDARBAN8. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ohosb asked 

Will the Government be pleased to consider the advisability of establishing 
a few charitable dispensaries and of also appointing a few travelling Doctors 
during the cholera season in the Sundarbans, where there is practically little 
or no medical aid available ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham ropHod: — 

‘‘To provide adequate medical relief in the Sundarbans tracts of the 
Khulna and 24 Parganas districts is an extremely difficult task, on account of 
the large area and the scattered population. The District Boards of Khulna 
and the 24-Pargana6 are alive to their responsibilities in the matter ; and they 
have from time to time made special arrangements for dealing with cholera 
outbreaks. The former Board maintains four dispensaries in the south of flio 
settled area; and the latter, tlireo. The 24-Pargana8 District Bosrd also 
maintains a floating dispensary in the Sundarbans tract, and proposes to 
establish another permanent dispensary on the edge of this tract. 

“ It seems to the Lieutenant-Governor desirable that another floating 
dispensary should be established for the Sundarbans tracts of the Khulna 
district; and Government will be prepared to make a contiibution towards 
the cost thereof. The Commissioner of the Division is being addressed on 
the subject.” 

EXPENDITURE ON PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendra Chandra Oiiose asked:— 

Will tlie Government be pleased to furnish a statement showing the 
actual amount now spent by it annually on primary schools, without 
including in it the charges for inspection and direction, in oachfof the districts 
of the Presidency Division, and also the population of the said districts? 

The Hon’ble Mu. Streatffjld replied:— 

“A statement giving the information asked for by the I lon’blo Member 
is laid on the table.” 


hoaini/ the amount spent from ot/ferenl Public fmds during th kst three yenrs on Primary schooh in $f the 

8 of the Presiienoy Division [excluding charges far Inspection an i Direction) ^ and nlso the population of the 
dricts . 
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8(0 Qmiim Mi Arnml^i. [lOreBipniatt 

IBaiu Jt^nira €ka*ira Ohm ; Mr. BUMfiOi; Mr. OWmt.’l 

PRI11AB7 IDOOATlOir. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Ohahdba Ghobb asked • 

Will the Gorerament be pleased to say whether it has anj aoheme 
before it for the exteosion of primary edneation, and whether it intends to 
materially increase the nnmber of primary schools in these prorinoes in the 
near future ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Stbextfeild replied : — 

“ As the Hon’ble Member is aware, the question of the abolition of fees 
in Primary Schools has recently been considered by all Local Goremments. 
This question is now awaiting the decision of the Government of India ; and 
it is clear that on that decision future action with regard to piimary education 
must depend. Meanwhile, no definite schemes for inciting toe number 
of Primary Schools in this Province is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.” 


MANUFACTUBB OF SALT IB BBKOAL. 

The Hon’ble Babd Jooendra Chandra Ghose asked:— 

Will the Government be pleased to consider the advisability of recom- 
mending the Government' of India to allow one or two Companies, which 
are intended to bo established by a Special Committee of “the Association 
for the advancement of Scientinc ana Industrial Education of Indians, 
consisting of Raja Peary Mohan Mukerji and a few other gentlemen interested 
in the subject, to make once again the experiment of manufacturing salt in 
these Provmces without duty for three years, and also whether it is possible for 
it to afford any other help for the purpose of furthering the said object ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldhah replied * 

The views of Government as to the manufacture of salt have been already 
communicated to the Hon’ble Member in the answers given to questions put by 
him in this Council at the meetings held on the 2Dd February, 1907, and the 
4th April, 1008. 

“ Any proposals which the Special Committee referred to may desire to 
make bad Wter be submitted, in an explicit and detailed manner, by the 
Committee for tbe orders of Government in the Financial Department. They 
will then receive due consideration.” 

BHAIRAB VALLST DBAIKAOE SCHEME. 

The Hon’ble Babd Joobndba Chandra Ghosb asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to say in what stam are the Bkairab 
Valley Drainage Scheme ana the Jessore Drainage Scheme, and whether 
any steps are Imng taken for the making of water-works in Jessore town ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham readied : — 

” Government has no recent information in respect of the progress of 
the scheme for the drainage of the Bhairab Valley. The Commissitmer of 
the Presidency Division wul be asked to obtain from the Collector of Jessore a 
report as to how the project now stands. On receipt, the information will be 
supplied to the Hon’ble Member. 

“ The Sanitary Engineer reports that the designing of the Jessore 
Drainage Scheme has been practically completed, and there only remains 
tbe tracing of the original drawings to be done. The scheme will be ready 
for submission to the Municipal Commissioners by the end of the year. 

“ That ofBcer also reports, in regard to the water-works project, that it 
has been found impoteible to obtain a good supply of water from wdls wink 
in the bed of the Jttmirab, and that, thereiure,the source of siqyply will have to 
bfs tanks. TheMqnioipal Commissiooers have been asked to deeide sloiif 
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Jogendra Chandra Ohott ; Mr. St‘eai/«ild ; Baku Radha Charon 
Pal ; Mr, Duke ; Mr. Oldham."] 

L&W COLLEGE. 

The Hon’ble Babo Juoendba Chandra Qho.se asked 

Will the Goverument be pleased to say whether it intends to make 
a large grant for the Law Colley proposed to be established by the 
Calcutta University ? Will tlie Governuient be pleased to consider the 
admittedly inadequate means at its couimaud, and whether there is any 
special necessity for such a college, and also tlie urgency of other educational 
demands which it is unable to meet, before making any such grant ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Streatfeild replied : — 

“ This Government is fully convinced of the need for the Law ^ College 
which the Calcutta University propose to establish. It is not anticipated, 
liowover, that much financial assistance will bo required from Govern- 
ment ; and it would be obviously premature to protend to determine, at the 
present time, the amount of the grunt that may be required or that may bo 
reasonable.” 


THE MIDNaPCR CASE. 

The Hon’ble BaBO Radua Chaban Pal asked 

(a) Is it a fact, us stated by Mr. Koays, Barristor-ut law, a defence 
CoutiBol in the Midnapur case, and reported in the Sialnsmtn of the 5th instant, 
that the refusal of the copies of the confession and the admission was made 
on the ground that they ware not formally on the record, although they wore 
used as an argument for not granting bail to the accused ? 

(b) Has the attention of the Govornraout been drawn to a report of the 

Amrlta Bazitr Pairika of the 9th September, that a Police Sub luspector had 

brouglit back the Raja of Narajole from the door of the Court-room, touching 
his neck from behind,” and is this a fact ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Asutos Das, who, it is said, had been suffering 

from sinus in the hand, was arres-ed by Police wlio wore in plain clothes, 
Sout a warrant, and handled so violently that his piteous cries compelled 
his mother to come to the protection of her son when she was seriously 
injured by the Police ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Duke replied : — 

“ None of these matters has been reported to Governmoiit They “re all 
matters which will either come before the Court of the Magistrate inquiring 
^jiTelHie in ordinary course or with which he is competent to deal if 
brought to his notice. Government does not consider that its intervention u» 
called for at present.” 

THE BENGAL REPEALING BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’blo Me. Oldham moved that the Bill to repeal the Howrah and 
Suburten Municipal Police Act, 1884, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Oldham also moved that the Bill be passed. lie said 

o As I explained on the last occasion, this U merely a formal measure. 
AS i expiuiutu . . relieved of all police charges by 

As the Howrah P and as the Suburban Municipality was abolished 

n. F» fi rlL i. 1. pr-Ul «> "P-l il- ‘ »»" 

that the Bill be passed.” 

‘ The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Hiilf 1908. 

[ifr. Duke!] 

THE CnOTA NAGPUR ENCUMBERED ESTATES (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 1908. 

The Hfvn’ble Mb. Dubb morod for lea^'e to introduce a Bill further to 
emend the Chela Nogpur Encuiubered Letatea Act, 1876. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Dckk introductd the Bill and moved that it be read in 
Council. Ho said 

**The Chofa Nagpur Encumbered ERtnfes |i^ct was passed thirty- two 
years ago in order to cluck the transfer of the pfitiimonies of ancient 
families who had formerly been the independent or settii- independent Feudal 
Chiefs of the country to alien purchasers. 

This process had affnineJ serious proportions and threatened to be 
politically disastrous, for the Zamindars of old familie'», although often im- 
provident, were respected by ihe people, ntjd thi m^elves rcssptcfed the 
cuntoniary and traditioiial usages connected with land tenure, which aie very 
different in Chota Nagpur to the more ordinary contractual relations of Bengal. 

“ New purchasers on the other hand in many coses, men of alien descent, 
whoso solo aim and object is to make money, often insist on exacting as much 
as they can from the lonsiitry without regard to cu>tomary rights and priv- 
ileges and their conduct has more than once provoked strious disturbances. 

That tiro law was wisely conceived and has generally answered the 
purpose for which it was passed is made clear by the fact that in March 1908 
thirty-two years after it was passed, no loss than lib ealates were being 
managed under its provisions. 

“ Experience has, however, exposed several defects in its operation. 

One of the most serious is that it may operate to render a reckless 
proprietor still more improvident in incurring debt. 

Once he realizes that the CEtate is so dipped that it cannot recover in 
his own time, he is under some temptation to continue his couise as long as 
ho can borrow anything nt all, relying ( n Govornnunt to preserve the estate 
continually for his heirs. Iti several cases this has been carried so far that 
redemption has been found hiipoless and Governmout has been obliged to 
stand aside and sec an historic family dispossessed. 

To remedy thfk state of things, it is proposed that when it has become 
clear that a course of wasteful cxtiavngunco luis been entered on the 
Government may intervene and take tiie es a o under management. 

The provision is contained in the second sub-clause of clause 2. 

“ Strong as it is the measure has been approved in principle by a 
majority of the great landowners of Chota Nagpur w ho have been consulted 
on it. It is recognized, l»owever, as a monsnro which shcmld only be used in 
exceptional circumstances; and it is therefore provided that the Local 
Goveinmcnt shall only approve such action in the case of families of political 
or social importance, or when it is de irable in tin- interest of the tenants. In 
Older to enable the Deputy C(!mmi8^ioncr to initiate action under this Eootion, 
bo is given by clause 8 power to obtain the necessary information as to the 
income of the estate and debts of the proprietor. Anotlier irapoiiant proposal 
is to give greater facilities to the Muragers c>f er.cumbeied estates to burrow 
money, whether for the consolidation of debt or for im| rovements. At 
present they can only borrow from Government or upon usufructuary 
mortgage end then only for re-payment of debt. It is then proposed by 
clause 12 to give power to borrow Lorn any firojier source at rates of interest 
approved by the Board of Revenue, and nut only for payment oi debt but 
alsu for the improvement of the estate, , This may, in the long run, prove the 
best means for extinguishing. debt. 

This neoessitates. clause 4 also, as provision has to be for the 

repayment of debts eo contracted. 
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** Another proposal is to prevent grants or assignments made to rolatiros 
in vims of pending iusulvency. 


“ Such grants defeat the creditors and make it difficult fur Government to 
rehabiUtate the estate, but it is 4iiily pro| osod in danse C to ileal vith them 
when the Cummusiuner is satufied that they were ni-t made in good faith. 

“ The next amendniont to which I woul I direct the attention of the 
Council is tliat cont lined in clause 10. It has been found that improvidont 
proprietors, whose estates have been taken under protection, continue to raise 
debts on bond. whic!i being without sicurity uio generally at ruinoits interest. 
As soon as the estate is released, they va'iduto these bonds b> that 
the estate shortly again toeomos insolvint. It is therefore proposed to 
render a piopriotor who has been restorid to tlio posm•^Hiou of 
bis property incH pa hie (without the sunclion of the l.ocal Goiernimnt) of 
again encumbering or of iiJienafing the property. At one tinio it wus thought 
that to render this mcamro eflectivi', it would be necesfary to incnpaciiate the 
heir also, but it has nowr been decided that it would be unf«’r to impose such a 
disability on a person who is not responsible for the original iiisolveney. 

** The next two matters appear to have been mere oversights in the 
original law. 

“Clause 11 empowers the Manager of an encumbered estate to investigate 
the titles of tenure-holders and under-tenuru-holders. 

“Clause 12 empowers the Manager to except leases— new section ll'B. 

“Clause 13 makes provision for the compulsory education of tlie children 
of proprietors, but only of such as have not ueeu brought under proloutiou by 
the initiative of the Deputy Commissioner. 


“ In fact the force of the provision is that, if a proprietor voluntarily 

seeks the protection of this law, ho must agroe to educate his finnily, and hy 

so doing, to provide the best safeguaid against their falling into similar 
difficulties. 

“ By clause 14 it is proposod to give the Board of Revenue the general 
newer of supervision and control which it has under other Ilt>vcnuo laws and 
Which can only bo an additional safeguard for the proper exorcise of the law. 

“ Clause 1 5 aims at preventing a disqualified proprietor from wasting 
money in litigation in which the Mancger is not joined us a paity. 

“ The Bill wliicli I have hod the honour to introduce and of winch I have 
described the principal provisions is modcKt in its prclem-ions ; it Heiks «.nly to 
remedy some of the more obvious uofccts in the existing la w, but it is hoped 
that so far as it goes, it will result in estates coming less fn-quertly under the 
operation of the law, at leas* for a second time ; in tluir remaining i nder pro- 
tection for a shorter period, and in tho pioduction of u class of piojiimlors 
more alive to their obligations and to their best lutortBls. 

The Hon’ble Baku Kali Pada Gnosn said ;— “I was not aware (hat the 
Bill would be introduced in today’s nieiling of tho Council enlil entering the 
Council Chamber I saw the list of busir.fss placed on ti e tnbK 1 .avo had 
no oppoii^anity to read the Bill, much less to consult uny constituents. 

The Honble Mb. Dukb introduced the Bill and moved that it be read in 

The motion was put and agreed to and tho Secretary accordingly read the 
title of tho bill. 

mu \rn nmtE also moved that tho Bill bo referred to a Select 

oSiM. tb. Um bk Bata Data P.ai»d SutaJklum tad 

the Morer. 

Th^xaoiion was put and agreed to. 
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THE BENGAL COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gbeer moved for leave^ to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Court of Wards Act, 1879. 

I'he motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Qreer introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
in Council. He said: — 

The Bill is a very short one. I do not think I need detain the Council 
with any lengthy description of it. 

The object is two fold : — to facilitate the raising of loans for a ward^s 
estate for the liquidation or consolidation of its debts, and to enable the Court 
of Wards to invest the surplus funds of an estate to better advantage. 

Under the existing law in this Province, loans for a ward’s estate on 
mortgage of landed property can only be obtained from private parties. The 
number of capitalists who possess local knowledge of the conditions of an estate 
is usually so small that there is practically no free comj>etition and, conse- 
quently, a higher rate of interest has to be paid than is justified by the security 
offered. 

At the same time there is always some estate which is in a position to 
advance the money from its surplus funds. Both estates, accordingly, are the 
losers. The clause will admit of loans being made from the funds of one 
estate under the administration of the Court of Wards to another such estate. 
Such loans, of course, would only be granted to solvent estates. The experi- 
ence of the Court of Wards in the United P. evinces has proved them to be 
both a remunerative investment and a convenient and economical means of 
providing funds for indebted estates. There is no reason why the estates 
under the Court of Wards in Bengal should be in a less favourable condition.” 

The Hon’ble BabU Gajadhar Prasad said : — With Your Honour’s per- 
mission, I would like to say something in support of this measure. My 
experience of Bihar, tolls me that it sometimes haj)pen8 an estate under the 
Court of Wards may have monr^y in deposit, but cannot advance it on safe 
credit, because it does not find a safe debtor. Another estate, under the Court 
of Wards, may bo in urgent need, but mffV not find a suitable creditor, and 
the Court of Wards is helpless and cannot do anything in (bo matter. Some- 
times Civil Courts are requested to postpone execution for months and 
months at the ii.stauco of the Court of Wards, but the Court of Wards 
is unable to raise the money in time. 1 think it will be affording benefit 
to both, because money will bo always safe in the hands of the Court of 
Wards, and 1 think this measure should be carried.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordiuirly 
read the title of the Bill. 

The Ilon’ble Mu. Greer also moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Jlon’blo Mr. Duke, the Hon ble Mr. Oldham 
the Hon’ble Mr. Chapman, the Hon’ble Rui Kishori Lai Goswami, Bahadu/ 
the Ilon’ble the Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan, the Hon’ble Mr. Brown and the 
Hover. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mk, Vincent moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to amend and consolidati^oertain enactments relating to the 
law of landlord and tenant and the eeltw^t of rents in Chota Nagpur be 
taken into consideration. 

The motion was pat and agreed to. 
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ISie Hon’ble Mr. Vincent moved that the claaaeB of the Bill bo consid- 
ered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Rai Kishori "Lal Goswami, Bahadur, moved that, in olauM 
12A (new 13)* of the Bill, for the words “or his agent ” the words “ or of his 
agent if specially authorized in that behalf” be substituted. He said:— 

“I propose this substitution in order to make the sense quite clear 
and to bring the language into conformity with that used in ^ the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, in order to convey the same idea. Sir, it is oxtromoly 
desirable that uniformity of language to express a common idea should 
be preserved in all the enactments of a Legislature. There is no doubt, ott, 
as to what is intended by the words ‘or his agent’. What is really 
intended is, that only a specially authorized agent can, by written 
consent, v^idate the sub-division of a touancy made by a tenant. 1 o mako 
this sense quite clear, I propose this substitution, and I hope this motion 
will be acceptable to all the Hon’ble Members.*’ 

The Hon’blo Babu Kali Pada Ghosh seconded this motion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mb. Vincent moved that, in clause 16 (now 18) of the Bill, 
for the words “ sub-sections (.i), (5) and (6) of section 15 (now 17) shall apply 
to such persons ” the following be substituted, namely 

Bub-seotione (5) to (6) of section 16 (now 17) shall apply to saoh persons os if they 
were raiyats. 

He said:— “ This amendment is in the main a drafting amendment. In 
one narticular there is, however, a substantial change proposed in the Bill. 
We Lve provided that Bhuinhars ond Mundari ^unt-totttdars who hold, 
and have ^old their lands in a village for a period of 12 y^i 
deemed to be settled raiyats of a village. It vras 

vision had been made for the case of a Bhuinhar or Mun^ri khunt-k^tidar 
who had inherited land from his father vrithin a of 12 yews, 

the loint occupation of father and eon might exceed this porjod- To meet this 
we have made^ub-section (3) of section 16 (now 17) apply to the case of such 

tenants.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, moved that, in sub- 
cuJrt o? the Bill, lo. th. .o,d “»ven” the .ord 

“three” be substituted. He said:— 

..The object d cUoM 24 26) i. to .nDoI enhoo^ment. of reot 

broKht .tat by 4S. b.t!lo“Srf ..d ten..t in 

of rent by private jjave been increased in a very 

Notice declared by 

large L this^ Legislature that such enhancements made in the 

. “ft?” i..”.Ud,it will, I fe«, bo rogud^ M . gre,t 

course of the p. i Ma<A)ur, Sir, in the present Bill, a provi- 

tadebip by the bSont A m>t ty jrivete’ ccStta 

non has ^n ^ drastic measure, and in point of stringency 

is alt^ether P^hi^- ^ ^ homier, Sir, do Sot ri^ 

taplWly .. "Ot to be able to hold their ow. to 

M xi. ttiii iiArifltf becfl te^ombwid luwldff til# dirtctk® of A® 
• The eUvMS *1111 « iasertodta bfMtow, whwmrths awr 


suttbfrbg 


frem th® old. 
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entering into a contract with the zamindars ; bat, Sir, to make a 
clean sweep of all contracts for enhancement of rent daring ^e hut seven 
years, will, 1 consider, be a great sonrce of grievance to them. Section 29 of 
the Beugal Tenancy Act deals with the enhanoement of rent by private 
contract. That provision of law, as Yo^r Honour is aware, subject to 
certain limitations, validates enhancements of rent, if the enhanced rent hu 
been paid continuously for three years. Sir, I will ask the Council to follow 
the precedent of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and to allow the retrospective 
operation of this provision of the law only in regard to contracts made 
within three years irom the commencement of this Act.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Gbosu said : — ** I regret I am unable to 
support the amendment moved by my hon’ble friend. He says there is no 
provision existing in the Cbota Nagpnr Rent Act by which private enhance- 
ment is in any manner prohibited, but if we have a look at section 21 of the 
existing Rent Act of Ohota Nagpur, we find that it lays down : ‘No other 
under-tenant or raiyat having a right of occupancy shall be liable to any 
enhancement of the rent previously paid by him, otherwise than in the manner 
provided under this section.’ Reading this section as it stands, one would 
infer that the enhancement of rent payable by an occupancy raiyat can only 
be effected by filing a petition before the Deputy Commissioner. This section 
was subject to great discussion ; and reading section 44 of the Rmit Act along 
with section 21, one may say that private enhaneements were not altogether 
interdicted. But, at any rate, section 21 of the existing Rent Act, as it stands, 
did not allow private enhancement, in the same sense as the Bengal Tenancy 
Act does, and it should also be borne in mind that there is a limit put by the 
Bengal Tenancy Act on all private enhancements, namely, that such enhance- 
ments should not exceed two annas in the rupee of the rent previously payable 
by the raiyat. And when private enhancement in Chota Nagpur was under 
no such limit, if there had been any private enhancement, I think that it is very 
necessary . to see that such enhanoement was fair and equitable, but three 
years’ payment does not give us a guarantee that it was so. Under the 
circumstances, I do not think the period of three years would be quite adequate 
though at the same time 1 am rather doubtful whether the period of seven 
years is not too lon^, and I may have to say something on the next amend- 
ment, when moved.” 

The Hon’ble Mb. Vincknt said “ I regret that I am unable to 
recommend the Council to accept this amendment. Under the existing Law, as 
will be seen on an examination of section 24 of Act I of 1879, all 
enhancements of the rent of an occupancy raiyat made otherwise than by 
order of the Deputy Commissioner are pronibited. It has been found, 
however, that in many oases, this provision of the Law has been evaded, and to 
meet such oases the proposals contained in clause 24 (now 26) of the Bill have 
been made. It does not appear to me that landlords have any reasonable ground 
for complaint in the matter ; in fact a very great concession is being made 
to them. They have enhanced rents in direct violation of the existing Law : 
nevertheless, in order to avoid creating disturbances and diimanin^ TiB, the 
Government is propared to validate such illegal contracts, provided that the 
rents have been paid for a space of 7 years, and no sound reasons have been 
given for reducing that period. 

“ The argument in favour of a period of three years based on section 29 
ef the Bengal Tenancy Act is of no weight. Enhancements under section 29 
are subject to two conditions— firstly, the contract must be in writing and 
registers, and secondly, the enhanoement is not to exceed two annas m the 
rupee. The proviso regarding 3 years’ payments only affects the condition 
that a contract must be in writing and registered, ana if enhancements of 
over two annas in the are made, then payments for 5 or 7 years will 
not, under the Bengal Tenancy Act, validate a claim for the «nhsTi( <fid rent. 
To argue therefore that, in legahang enhancements, provided they are not 
unfair and inequitable, in Chota Nagpur, wd should f(^ow the 3 years’ rule 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act is unsound* * We admit enlmoements over 
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^0 ynaa in the rnpee if they ue not unfair but we require a reasonably 
lengwfr penod of payment to raise a presumption that the rent is fair and 
that Uio raiyat has i^lingly paid it. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The ^on’ble Rai Eishobi Lai. Goswaui, Bahaddr, moved that since 
the last amendment was lost, in sub clause (a) of clause 24 (nou 26) of the Bill 
for the word “seven ” the word “five” bo substituted. He said:-- 

“Since the foregoing amendment is lost I make this alternative proposal. 
I think It will be under the circumstances the better course to accept a 
mean between 3 and 7 years for annulling enhancements of rents arranged 
under private contracts. It seems to me. Sir, that the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill is wrong in interpreting the provision of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in regard to enhancements of rent by private contract. Throe 
yean* continuoiu payment of rent will under that law validate enhancements 
of rent, even if the contract for enhancement is not in writing and is not 
registered, provided the increment is not more than two annas in the rupee. 
If it is in writing and registered, then three years* continuous payment of 
enhanced rent is not a sine gud non, but the limitation of two annas in tho rupee 
applies to it as well. I trust, 6 years’ limit will bo acceptable to the Hon ulo 

The Hon’ble Babu Ka.u Paoa Ghosh said: — “I am not sure whether tlie 
period of 7 years is quite proper, it seems to be a little too long. If tho 
Hon’ble Member in charge accepts this amendment, I am with him.’’ 

The Hon’ble Me. Vincent said: — “I am not prepared to accept this 
amendment. The period of 7 years, as specified, has been accepted in these 
cases by the Settlement Department in Chota Nagpur for some years, I believe, 
and I am unwilling to reduce it. I regret the fact that I did not apparently 
make myself clear in regard to the meaning of section 20 of tho Bengal 
Tenancy Act. That section is really quite clear. Where there is an 
enhancement over two annas in the rupee, 3 or 4 or 5 years’ payment will not 
validate it ; therefore, it is not safe, I say, to argue from tho analogy of that 
Act to tho Chota Nagpur Act. I see no reason to alter the period or diminish 
the period of 7 years as stated in tho Bill.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishoei Lal Goswami, Bahadce, moved that, after 
the first proviso to sub-clause (J) of clause 27 (new 29) of the Bill, tho follow- 
ing be inserted, namely : 

Provided, further, that when tho enhanoemeot is claimed on the ground 
of a rise in prices,— 

(i) the Deputy Commissioner shall compare tho average 
prices daring the decennial period immediately preceding the 
of the application with the average prices during such 
other RenetiTiial period as it may appear equitablelmd practicable 
to take for comporison ; 

lii) the enhanced rent shall bear to the previous rent the 
same proportion as the average prices during the last decennial 
period bear to the average prices daring the previous decennial 
Mriod taken for comparison ; provided that, in calculating this 
proportion, the average prices duriog the later period shall b. 
reduced by one-third of their excess over the average prices during 
the earlier period ; 

(iii) if, in the opinion of tho Deputy Commissioner, it is not 
pram<»ble to take tho decennial periods prescribed in elaose (♦), 
he may, in his discretion, substitute any shorter periods therefor. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kibhobi Lal Gobwami, Ba^addb, also moved that 
the fuliowiDg proviso to sub-clause (i) of clause 27 {now 29) of the BUI be 
omitted, namely : 

Pmrided, further, that aU enhanoemenU shall be Umitsd in the presoribsd mannsr 
(if any). 



256 


The Chota Hagfwr Tencmcy BiU^ 1908. [19th SEPTBacBEEi 

[/7ai Kuhori Lai Oo$wami^ Bahadur. 1 

Ho said : — I take these two amendments together at the request of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, though they deal with different questions. 
The first amendment is to add the poviso just read by me to clause 27 {now 29) 
of the Bill. It is merely a reproduction of section 32 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
The second ground laid down under clause 27 (now 29) of the Bill authorizes 
ouhancements of rent, on the basis of a rise in the average local prices of staple 
food crops. It is found, as a matter of fact, that it is difficult to work out 
enhancements on that ground, unless some definite lines are indicated as to the 
method of inquiry to be pursued for the purpose of determining what would be 
a fair enhancement on that basis. Owing to a general rise in the price of food- 
crops, the cultivators at the present time derive a substantially larger profit by 
the sale of their field produce. The rise in the price is due to circumstances not 
brought about either by the exertions or at the cost of either the tenant or the 
landlord. Under such circumstances, Sir, the unearned increment ou^ht to be 
fairly apportioned between the landlord and the tenant. A definite rule of 
proportion for such apportionment ought therefore to be laid down in the body 
of the law itself for the guidance of the Courts, which will have to deal with 
cases for enhancement of rent on the bai^is of the rise of price of staple food- 
croplu. Section 32 of the Bengal Tenancy Act formed part of that Act when 
it was passed in the year 1885. 1 think, Sir, you will pardon my referring 
briefly to the antecedent literature which led to the framing of that section in 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. Sir, you are well aware that an important Com- 
mission was appointed a few years before the Bengal Tenancy Act was 
launched to investigate thoroughly all questions relating to landlords and 
tenants, with particular reference to the Permanent Settlement Regulations 
and the immense volume of literature oa the subject, and to examine the then 
state of the laws regulating the relations of the landlord and the tenant. The 
members of the Commission submitted a valuable report, and the Tenancy 
Act of 1885 is mainly grounded on it. Speaking about enhancements of rents 
on the basis of rise in the average prices of food-grains, the report says 

From this analysis it will appear that the component elements of this ground of enhance- 
mont are sufficiently complex ; and looking at the above considerations, it is not veiy 
easy to say how the increment arising from increase of price ought to be divided so as 
to make the division fair to both parties. 

“ The Commission recommended that the increment should be equally 
divided between landlord and tenant on that ground. But the Select Com- 
mittee, which sat to consider the Bill which afterwards became the Bengal 
Tenancy Act of 18vS5, preferred to follow the proj^rtion laid down in the well- 
known case, popularly called the Great Rent Case, which was decided by a 
Full Bench of the Calcutta High Court, consisting of all the learned Judges 
of that Court, during tho Justiceship of the late Sir Barnes Peacock. 
They accordingly fixed that one-third of tho increment will go to the tenant 
and two-thirds to the landlord. The reason the Select Committee assigned 
for riving the one-third to the tenant was to cover the increase of cost of 
production. The Select Committee, on this point, reported as follows:— 

We recognised the diffioulty of making the Courts ascertain the actual cost of prodno* 
tioD, and as it was necessary to fix an arbitrary limit, we have fixed the deduction of one- 
third as a general rule. 

“Sir, this was the state of the law in the year 1885, and it stands 
unchanged even now, in spite of the several revisions it has gone through, 
notably the last exhaustive revision by Your HonouPs Oounoil last year. I 
think. Sir, that the rule of proportion laid down in the Bengal Tenancy Act 
is supposed to be fair and equitable even now. I therefore submit. Sir, that 
the addition of this proviso will be a great help to the judicial ana executive 
officers in asoertaininff fair enhancements of rents on tue bauds of the rise in 
the average prices of food-grains in tho locality. I will also add, Sir, that 
this provision of the Bengal Tenancy Act has been extended to Orissa. A 
survey and the preparation of a reoord-of-rights are now in progrees In 
Chota Nagpur, ahd 1 hope^ Sir, that in oo^se of a few years it wiU 
be completed. The papers which will be available in such a survey will 
help to determine a fair enhancement of rent on the two other grounds 
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mdoticMned in clause 27 {now 29) of the Bill, bat I do not thiDk» Sir^ that those 
papers will be of any great help in the determination of the question of 
enbanoetnent of rent on this ground. It is therefore desirable that a proper 
proportion should be laid down in the Chota Nagpur Aot, such as has been 
done in the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

I shall now submit my observations on the second part of the amend- 
ment. In the law that is at present in force in Chota Nagpur, no definite 
grounds have been laid down for enhancements of rent. Such a condition of 
the law is unsatisfactory, and it will, I am sure, bo remediod by clause 27 f «oir 
29) of the Bill. The first proviso to that clause lays down definitely the tnree 
grounds on which alone an enhancement of rent should bo allowed. As the 
marginal notes of the Bill inform us, these grounds have been borrowed from 
the United Provinces Tenancy Act and the second proviso from the Tenanej 
Act in vogue in Bengal. That second proviso is in the nature of an elastic 
safeguard, which says that no Court shall decree any enhancement of rent 
whicn is, under the circumstances of the case, unfair or inequitable. But, Sir, 
the Bill does not stop there, but it proceeds further and proposes the 
unprecedented course of restricting enhancements by rules to bo framed by 
the Local Government, even wdien one or more of the conditions laid down in 
proviso (i) of clause 27 {now 29) has or have been satisfied and the increment is 
also found to be fair and equitable. This, Sir, seems to be a very objectionable 
method of legislation. 

I, Sir, deprecate legislation by rules, which, I respectfully submit, should 
be confined to details as auxiliary to the main principles enunciated in the 
body of the law itself, but which should not control, override or limit 
them. Sir, the limitations for the right of the landlords to enhance the 
rent of their tenants should be fully stated in the body of the law, end not 
partly in the law and the rest in the rules, giving the rules the pre-eminent 

[ ) 08 ition to limit enhancements which satisfy the conditions laid down in the 
aw which sanctioned the making of rules. Sir, I am not aware of the 
way in wliicb the enhancement is going to be limited by the rules, but the 
proviso as it is at present worded admits of considerable latitude. It 
will enable the Local Government to lay dowm rules to restrict enhance- 
ments, even after all the conditions laid down in the Act arc satisfied 
and they are found to bo fair and equitable. Sir, any limitation on what is 
fair and equitable can hardly bo founded on sound principle. Tlio enhance- 
ment is fair and equitable, and ought to be the last word on the subject. But, 
Sir, if the proviso I protest against, road with sub-clause ( 7 ) of clause 256 {now 
264) of the Bill which speaks of the rules to be laid down by the Government, 
means that the Local Government shall have power to make rules for proscribing 
the manner in which fair rents should be ascertained on the basis of th< g rounds 
laid down in the first proviso of clause 27 (now 29) tinm 1 respectfully suh/dit that 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill should frame the nroviso in 
such a way as to convoy that sense, and then, Sir, I for one shall heartily 
support it.^* 

The Hon^ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh said:— am certainly in 
sympathy with the first part of the amendment, but at the same time 
I do not think that this addition is absolutely necessary for the purposes 
of our Act. Clause 27 {now 29) of the Bill deals with an application 
for enhancement. The Deputy Commissioner shall have to consider all the 
circumstances set forth in that application, and he may decree such enhance- 
ments as may seem to be fair and reasonable. I should say that, in con- 
sidering the circumstances of the case, the Deputy Commissioner will certainly 
consider the data which are sought to be provid<Ml for by the amendmenl which 
is practically section 32 of the Bengal Tenancy Act; so I do not think that 
it would be absolutely necessary to have that amendment in our Act : never- 
theless, I should say, I am not opposed to it. As regards the second part 
of the amendment, 1 must say that 1 bad considerable difficulty in 
giving my consent to this proviso in clause 27 {now 29) of the Bill when 
the Bill was discussod in the Select Committee. I must say that J 
iMyioj^pcied Wthkiwcnriacfim beginning, because to my mind it 



260 


The Chota Nagpur Tenaney BiU^ 1908. [19th Septembbs, 

[^Babt^ Kali Pada Qhoeh; Bahu Dela Prasad Sarhadhikari ; Mr. Vincent.'] 

appears that there are already in the Act sufficient safeguards to ensure , the 
fairness of enhanced rent. We haye in this Bill, Sir, done away with aJi 
private enhancements after the passing of the Act. Enhancement can here- 
after only be made by either the Deputy Commissioner or the Revenue*offioer, 
and when we take into consideration the fact that we have put in a dause 
to the effect that no enhancement should be allowed if unfair and inequitable, 
1 think we have provided sufficient safeguards for the purpose we have in view. 
But the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill was of opinion that unless this 

! )roviso was added, the raiyats will be ruined in many cases. I should be the 
ast man to protest against any measure which is calculated to prevent the 
ruin of the raiyats. But I gave my consent to this proviso, as I was given to 
understand that, if any such limits be prescribed by the Government, the 
people will have an opportunity to represent their views, and the notifleation 
which may be issued on this subject will not be validated finally before 
the people are given such opportunity. I submit to Your Honour that we 
have prtjvided many things in the Bill to be prescribed by notification, but 
in regard to this particular matter, I should say that in case the Hon’ble 
Member in charge does not see his way to accept this amendment, the people 
should bo given sufficient opportunity to place their views before Government. 
Subject to this limitation, I gave my consent to this proviso.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said: — ‘‘ The choice in the 
Select Committee was as to whether the enhancement was to be limited to 
two annas in the rupee or ^ofhething else. That might make matters far 
worse tlian if the enhancement was not so limited. The Select Committee 
under the circumstances wore convinced that it would be best to leave the matter 
alone for the present, as both the raiyats and the landlords could be sure of 
more generous treatment if the Government was allowed to make rules than 
if they were limited to two annas in the rupee. It was not considered advisable 
to limit the enhancement by the Act, because in Chota Nagpur, where the prices 
of food-grains had an abnormal rise, an enhancement of two annas in the rupee 
would not be inadequate. Therefore, Sir, I am unable to support the second 
part of the amendment. Nor can I support the first part becabse, as has been 
pointed out, sub-clause (c)of clause 27 (now 29) of ihe Bill gives the Deputy Cooi- 
missioner abundant opportunities to take into consideration all the circumstances 
placed before him. W e must remember that in regard to section 32 of the Bengal 
Act, we have not in Chota Nagpur that class of Courts which the Bengal Act 
deals with. Moreover, the Deputy Commissioner, who would have to deal with 
those matters with his very many other duties, would bo overburdened, 
if all these complex rules of the Bengal Act were to be made a part of the 
Chota Nagpur Act, Having regard to sub-clause (t) of clause 27 {now 2^) of the 
Bill, there is no reason wliy the details laid down in section 32 of the 
Bengal Act or any other details that may be necessary to consider should not 
be fully gone into by the Deputy Commissioner, if he chooses so to do. 
These are, however, provisions, Sir, that we can hardly advise the Council 
to incorporate in the present Bill ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Vincent said; — “ I regret also that on this point I can 
only recommend the t'ouncil to reject the proposed amendment. It is essen- 
tially necesparv that power to limit these enhancements should bo retained 
by the Local Government. Rules need not necessarily be issued under sub- 
clause (<?) of clause 27 {now 29) of the Bill, but rules will be issued if any 
necessity arises. If tiie proviso which it is proposed to omit is examined, it will 
be seen that it runs thus; ^Provided, further, that all enhancements shall be 
limited in the prescribed manner (if any).’ Prices of staple food-crops have, 
in many parts of Chota Nagpur, increased 200 and 300 cen/. within the 
last 20 years, and, if enhancements based on these prices are allowed in the 
manner proposed in the amendment of the Hon’ble Member, the most serious 
agrarian disturbances, will in all probability result. We have been referred 
to tho Bengal Tenancy Act as the authonty for the proposed amendment, 
but it has to be remembered that this Bill under discussion is one affecting 
aboriginal races in Chota Karaur, and arguments based on the analogy of 
BengM cannot be safely accepted in the case of such races. 
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** Pewomlly, I may go further and say that I doubt very much if, even in 
Bengal^ the provisions of section 32 of the Bengal Tenancy Act havo ever been 
gpven full effect to, and I believe, if any general atteuipt is made to enhance 
rents in accordance with that Becti<>n, there will be danger of serious discon* 
tent and disturbance among the agrarian population of the province. At any 
rote, in Chota Nagpur, for political reasons alone, it is necessary that the 
Government should retain jiower to limit those enhancements of the rents of 
occupancy raiyats, but, as I have said, it is optional with the Government to 
make rules, and not obligatory upon them to do so. It has been said that the 
words ^unfair and inequitable ’ in the second proviso of this clause provide a suffi- 
cient safeguard for the interests of raiyats, but you have to consider the point 
put before by one Hon’ble Member, that the Courts trying these cases will 
be the Courts of Deputy ( ’ommissioners. The words ‘ Deputy Commissioner' 
have been defined in the Bill and include Deputy Collectors, Assistant ColleO' 
tors, and in certain ciicumstances Sub-Deputy Collectors empowered under the 
Actt In deciding whether rent is fair and equitable, or unfair and inequitable, 
a great deal depends on the personal equation. What one man may con- 
sider fair, another man may consider unfair ; and bearing in mind the fact that 
comparatively inexperienced officers will try these cases, it is, therefore, the 
more necessary for the Qorernraent to retain power to proscribe rules generally 
limiting the amount of those enhancements, in order to obtain at least some 
uniformity in these cases. The Hon’blo Babu Kali Pada Ghosh is apprehensive, 
if I understood him correctly, that rules will be issued by Government without 
duo consideration and without any opportunity being offered to the public of 
criticizing the same. This is incorrect. Before any rules are finally adopted, 
there must be, 1 believe, a draft publication, and during the period of this draft 
publication the public will havo ample opportunity of criticizing the rules and 
submitting their views in regard to the sumo." 

The motion was put and lost. 

The Uon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, moved that at the end 
of sub-clause (/) of clause 30 (nw31) of the Bill the following be added, 
namely : — 

or, if the landlord is unable to indioate any particular land 
as being held in excess, then the area alone. 

He said “ Clause 30 [now 31) of the Bill has been framed on the linfs of 
section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. As it was framed in 1885, it was without 
the sub-sections (5) and (6). Serious practical difficulties in the working of that 
section as it was in 1886 had been found, and the interpretation of the section 
as made by the High Court in their several rulings added to those difficulties, 
with the result that it was practically impossible to get any excess rent from 
excess area. The landlords generally do not possess complete records of their 
properties, and they are unable to indicate what is the particular excess 
lana in respect of which they claim excess rent. To obviate that difficulty, 
the amending Act of 1898 was passed, which added the following sub- 
section to section 52 : — 

( 5 ) When in a suit under this section the landlord or tenant is unable to indicate any 
particular land os held in excess, the rent to be addel on account of the exosM area may bt 
oTlculated at the average rate of rent pa d on all the lands of the holding, oxcluaivo of auoh 
6X0668 area. 

In order that clause 30 [now 31) of the Bill may fit in with sub-section (5) 
of section 62 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, I have condensed the long sub-section 
into a short paragraph. I hope, Sir that this will be acceptable to the Hon'ble 
Members of this Council and to the other Hon’ble Members.” 

The motion was put and agreed to 

The Hon’ble Rai Kibhobi Lal Goswami, Bahaddb, rnovedT that before 
the proviso to sub-clause (i) of clause 31 [now b2) of the Bill the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

Provided that, if the landlord proves that, at the time when 
the measurement on whioh the claim is based was made, there 
existed, in the estate or tenure or part thereof in which the 
bolding is situate, a praotioe of measuring land before settling 
xentsTtbe Deputy Commiasioner may presume that the aria A 
the holding as entered in any lease or oouaterpart enMgomMt 
or (where there is on entry of area in a oounierfou receipt 
eonMpmiatiig to the entry in the in l&e wit-foll 

Aa iiie hsIAbaw WM eo ealeied liter 
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He said : — ^‘This is of course reprodudog vith oertain alterations of a 
verbal character sub-section (^) of section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
in order to fit in with the framework of the clause 31 \now 32) of the Bill, 
The sub-section (6) of section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act is due to the 
amending Act which was passed last year by this Council, and I hoTO, Sir, 
that this will be also acceptable to the Hon’bfe Members of this Council. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Pbasad Saebadhikaei said : — This amendment 
was very much needed/^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Me. Vikcekt moved that, in sub-clause ^7) of clause 66 (new 
64) of the Bill, after the word ‘‘agent” the words “iree of charge ” ^|fe' 
inserted. He said ; — ^ ^ ^ 

“The law makes it obligatory upon every lai^dlord to grant a 
receipt to a tenant for any rents paid. The words ‘ free of charge ’ ate now 
inserted to make it clear that no tee can be demanded by a landlord for the 
delivery of such receipt.” 

The Hon^ble Babu Kali Pada Ghobh said : — “ I think this amendment 
is a necessary provision for Chota Nagpur, and I support the motion.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Me. Vincent moved that, in the proviso to clause 61 {now 60) 
of the Bill, for the words “ rent which accrued due before the date of the sale 
and any rent so due” the following be substituted, namely : — 

rent for any period piior to the date of sale, and rent due for any suob period. 

He said : — “ The reason for this amendment is that it is the intention of 
the Government that a purchaser of a tenure or holding in execution of a rent 
decree shall obtain the same free of any liability for rent due prior to the 
date of sale. As the clause stands, a purchaser may be made liable for an 
instalment of rent which accrues due after the date of sale, for a period prior 
to the sale ; that is to say the date on which the instalment is payable may be 
later than the date of sale, though the rent may be due for a period prior to the 
sale. It is, therefore, necessary' to make it clear that the purchaser of a tenure 
or holding is not to be called on to pay rent for any period prior to the sale.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hou’ble Mb. Vincent moved that, at the end of the first para- 
graph of clause 88 [jiow sub-clause (J) of clause 89] of the Bill, after the words 
“ section 80 (now 87),” tlie following be inserted, namely : — 

or any order passed in appeal under seotion 84 (now 66)* sub-seotion (i^a) [now (4)]. 

He said: — “ Under section 88 [now 89 (1)] as it stands, a Revenuo-oflSoer 
specially empowered in this behalf may revise and correct an entry in a record- 
of -rights. It is not desirable that he snould be allowed to revise or correct any 
entry made in consequence of the decision of an appeal under section 84 (now 
86), and this amendment provides against his making any alteration in a 
record in such cases.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’blo Mb. Vincent moved that, in the proviso to clause 88 (mm 89) 
of the Bill, before the words “ section 86 (now 87)” the words “ seotion 84 (now 
86), sub-section (JBa) [now (4)}, or” be i^|<^rted. He said 

“ This amendment follows as a necessary consequence upon the 
previous one,” 

The motion was put and agired to. 

"♦It 

The Hoi’Re H>. Vtsoan moved Oiai ohnae 88 of Ihe 1^ iM nanybwdt 
^ ihil'liw toUoiriiag te 
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He wid : — ** It is advisable to provide for an appeal against an order of a 
RevenueH)fficer revising a record under clause 88 [nois 89(7)], and the 
amendment is proposed to meet this object.” 


The Hon’ble Babd Kali Pada Ghosh supported the motion. 
The motion wat put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Me. Vimceht moved that the following amendments bo 
made in sub clause (7) of clause 123A {now 128) of the Bill, namely 

(a) before “section 82 (now 83)” insert “ section 80 (now 81) ; ” 

(b) for “ section 89, section 91, section 94 and section 9G” substitute 

“ sections 88 (now 89) to 90 ; ” 

(c) for ‘‘ shall apply to such record as if it were a record referred to in 

these sections” substitute “ shall apply as if such record were 
referred to in those sections.” 

He said “ Clause 123A (now 128) is part of Cliaptor XV whicli deals with 
the preparation of a final record- of -rights of village hendinen, khunt-katti 
raivats and others. Many of the provisions of Chapter XII, which deals with the 
preparation of an ordinary record-of-rights, are apnlicable in the case of 
records prepared under Chanter XV, and tho amendment has been fraiimd 
to utilize these provisions in the case of records prepared under Chapter XV. 

Tho motion was put and agreed to. 


'Hie Hon’ble Mb. Vincent moved that, in sub-clause (2) of clause 123A 
(now 128) of tho Bill, for tho words “section 97” the words “sections 94 
{now 95) to 97” be inserted. He said 

“ This amendment is proposed for similar reasons to those just given for 
the previous amendment.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’blo Mr. Vincent moved that sub-clause (J) of clause 131 (now 
136) of the Bill be omitted, and that, in sub-clause (c) of the same clause [now 
sub-clause (b) of clause 136.' for the wm^s “ who is xn charge of a 
sub-division, but is specially empowered by the Local Government tho 
words “ who is empowered” be substituted. He said:— 

“The definition of ‘ Deputy Commissioner,’ in clause 3, sub-clauso (viii), 
has been amended, but by error this consequential amendment in clause 1.11 
(now 136) was omitted.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadhb, moved that after 
clause 137 (now 141) of the Bill the following be inserted, namely 


137A (MW 142). (7) Notwithstanding anything contained in 
®diordVor 260A,|a oo-sharer landlord may inetitute a suit to recover 

from ft tenftixt— 

(a) hii Bborc of the rent, when Buoh share is collected 
separately, or 


the whole of the rent due to Ihe plaintiff and liis co- 
sharers, when all or any of his co-sharers who 
re£« to join in the iuit are made defendanta therein. 

When, in a suit instituted under clause (6) of iiub-se<v 
tion il) the plaintiff is unable to aeoertain what rent is due for 
the whtJe tenure or holing, or whethw 

oo-iharei landlords has been paid or not, owing to toe r^ial rar 
neglect of the tenant or the said landlords to furnish him with 
00 ^ information on these points or either of them, 
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the Deputy CommUiicmer ahall determine^ 

(i) what Bum (if any) ie due to the plaintiff for rent^ iotereit 
thereon^ and ooete, and 

(iV) what sums (if anj) are due to the said landlords, 
reepeotively, on aooonnt of their share of the rent and 
interest thereon,* . 

e 

for the period in respect of which the suit is brought ; and shall 
deorea the suit aooordingly. 

(S) Notwithstanding anything contained in Explanation I to 
section 48 {now 47), or in section 195 {now 196), a decree award- 
ing to a plaintiff a sum referred to in clause (t) of sub-eection (P) 
shall, as regards the remedies for enforcing the same, be ^ as 
effectual as a decree obtained by a sole landlord or an entire 
body of landlords in a suit brought for the rent due, to ail the « 
co-sharers. 

{i) When the sums due from a tenant to any oo-shar#r land* 
lord are determined under oliiuse (m) of sub-section (f), in ^ 
respect of any period, then no further suit shall lie against anoh^ 
tenant for rent alleged to be due to such landlord in respect of 
that period. 

Heaaid: — Sir, I understand that the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bill is prepared to accept this. This addition is based on the lines of section 
1 48 A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Section 148 A was enacted last year simply 
for the purpose of giving relief to co-sharer landlords, who had no oppor- 
tunity to recover rent by the sale of the tenancy. The history must be fresh 
in the minds of the Hon'ble Members, so I do not intend to dilate at length on 
this point. The co-sharer landlords of Bengal and Bihar are deeply grateful to 
Your Honour for affording them facilities to realize their rents by the enact- 
ment of section 148A of the Bengal Tenancy Act Your Honour will earn 
the gratitude of the co-sharer landlords of Chota Nagpur by extending the 
same facilities to them by sanctioning the addition proposed by me.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Vincent said:— ‘‘I recommend the Council to accept the 
amendment in its present form on the understanding that the amendment 
standing in the name of the Hon^ble Member, to insert before clause 251 
(now 268) cf the Bill a new clause 260A {now 257 is also pressed. If he will 
undertake to propose that amendment, I recommend the Council to accept the 
present one.’’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Vincent moved that the following words in sub* 
clause {3) of clause 140 {now 144) of the Bill be omitted, namely : — 

the statement required by clause (tt) of sub seotion {2) must 
also show the rental of the original tenancy according to the 
reoord-of-rights, and. 

He said Sub-clause (;9) of clause HO {now 144) already provides that 
the record^ rental of the tenancy shall be stated in any application under this 
clause. It is unnecessary, ther^orei to provide for the same thing in sub* 
clause (5).” 

The motion was put and agpreed to. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Gmwami, Bahadur, moved that after 
clause 195 {now 196) of the Bill the following be inserted, namely : — 

Bxt«ttUoA of 195A {now 197). Whan one or more oo-sharer landlords applies 
* at apidy for the execution of a decree obtained in a suit iustumted 
under dause {b) of seotion ld7A (now 142) by the sale of a tenure 
or holding, the Court executing such decree shidl, before prodsed^ 
ing to sell the tenure or holding, give notice of the application 
for execution to the wer oo-Bharers. 

He said : — ** The necessity of this addition to clause 195 (now 196) of the 
Bill is patent. Olause 187A (aoff 142) which has just been passed necessitates the 
safeguarding of die interest of oo-ahimr landlords other than those applying for 
execution of decree by giving notices to them of the decree by the sale 
of tmxaxe or holding.” 



1908.] Iht Ckota Nagpur Teaaneg Bi3, 190S. 265 

[Mr, Vmeent ; Jtai Kuhmri Lai Oosumi, Bahadur^ 

' ■>> 

Th« Hon’ble Mb. Vincent said : — " I recommend the Coiinlfil to accept this 
amendment.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. * 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishoki Lal Goswami, Bahadur, abo moeed that 
after the word “ sections,” in clause 206 (i) [bow 208 (/)] of the Bill, the 
figures “ 12 ” be inljirted. He said : — 

« The object of this is that section 12 of the Rent Recorory Act should not 
be made applicable to sales effected under the provisions of the Chota Nagpur 
Tenancy Bui. The reason is that the provision of section J2 of that Act is 
not suffidently wide to cover all oases that will spring up under the Rent Act 
which is now being enacted for Chota Nagpur. The next amendment which 
will bo proposed by me deals with the disposal of the sale proceeds of a tenure 
or holding.” 

** The motion was put and agreed to. 

'tf 

' * * The Hon’ble Rai Kishoki Lal Goswami, Bahadur, moved that after 
clausd 206 (now 208) of the Bill the following be inserted, namely 

Diipoiai of pro* 206 A (fioip 209). (2) In dispoiing of the orooeeds of the iiU 
ceodi of ttxid*TQ{ ^ tenure or holding under eeotion 206 {now 208), the following 
Mction 20G. procedure ehall be observed, that is to eay 

(a) there shall be paid to the deoree-holder the oosta inourred 
by him in bringing the tenure or holding to sale ; 

(/ i) there shall, in the next nlaoe, be paid to the deoree- 
holder the amount due to him under the deore# in 
execution of whioh the sale was made ; 

(e) if there remains a balance after those sums have been 
paid, there shall be paid to the decree-holder therefrom 
any rent whioh may have accrued due to him In 
respect of the tenure or holding between the inslitution 
of the suit and the date of the sale ; and 

(f/) the balance (if any) remaining after the payment of rent 
referred to in clause (r) shall, upon the expiration of 
two months from the confirmation of the lale, be paid 
to the judgment-debtor upon his application : 

Provided that, where a tenure or bolding bos been sold in 
execution of a decree obtained by one or more oo-sbarer landlords 
in a suit instituted under olaute (6) of section 187 A (noip 14!^), — 

(i) payment of (he amount due under such decree shall, 

notwithstanding anything contained in clause (6) of 
this section, be made to the decree-holder and to the 
other co-sharer landlords in proportion to the amount 
found to be due to each, and 

(ii) if there remains a balance, payment of any rent whioh 

may have accrued due in respect of the tenure or 
bolding between the institution of the suit and the 
date of sale shall, notwithstanding anything con- 
tained in clause (c), but lubject to toe determination, 
in the manner and with the effect mentioned im sub- 
section (il), of any dispute as to their reepeotiye 
rights to receive such rent, be made to the said 
decree* holder and other oo-iharer landlords in pro- 
portion to their respeotive shares in the tenure or 
noldingv 

(f) If the judgment-debtor disputes the decree holder's right 
to reemve any sum on account of rent under olanie (r), the 
Deputy Commiisioner shall determine the dispute, and the 
determination diail have the force of a decree. 

He said — ^‘Tbie in mmrelv a reprodnetion of section 169 cf the Bengal 
Tenant^ Act| and 1 1 ope that Mth the foregoing and ihia amendment 17 ^ 
•ceeptable to the Boa’ble Hemben.’* 
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The Hon’ble Mb. Vincent said : — “I recommend the Council to accept this 
amendment ai an improvement on the provisions of an existing law on the 
subject.” 

'I'lio motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mf. Vincent moved that, before the first proviso in section 
20G (J) [novi 208 (i)] of the Bill, the following be inserted, i^amely 

Provided that the purchaser at any such sole shall not be 
entitled to annul any lease, right or tenancy referred to in 
clauses (a) to (e) of section 13 {now 14) of this Act. 

He said : — “’This is how the amendment stands on the list. With Your 
Honom-’s leave I propose that it should run in this manner : ‘ Provided that 
the purchaser of a tenure at any such sale, etc., etc.’ 

“ The amendment is proposed in order to protect certain interests 
in the event of a sale of a tenure in execution of a decree for arrears of 
rent. When a rcsumablo tenure is resumed under section 13 (noai 14) certain 
interests have been safeguarded, and it is only reasonable that, in the event ^of 
the sale of a tenure, the same interests should be protected. There ar^ tit 
may bo noted, similar provisions in the Bengal Tenancy Act for the piesei^- 
ation of protected interests in sales in execution of decrees for rent obtained 
under that Act.” 

The motion was put in the amended form and agreed to. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Vincent moved that, in sub-clause (5) of clause 213 (now 
2^15) of the Bill, after the figures “ 208 {now 211)” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

of this Act or under section 280, section 281 or section 282 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure. 

He said : — “ Sales of immovable property in execution of decrees under 
this Act, in certain circumstances, are held in accordance with Bengal Act Vlll 
of 1865, and in other cases are held in accordance with the Code of Civil 
Procedure — vide clauses 206 {now 208) and 207 {now 210; of the Bill. In sales 
under clause 206 {now 208), third parties claiming an interest in the property 
about to be sold can put forward claims under clause 208 {now 211), and 
the decision of the executing Court on such clainis is not subject to appeal, but 
a right of separate suit within one year is reserved. In the case of sales under 
the Code of Civil Procedure, sections 278 to 284 of that Code have been made 
applicable by clause 207 {now 210) of the Bill, and there is, in the case of ordinary 
Civil Courts, no appeal against an order made under section 280, 281 or 282, 
but in clause 213 {now 215) of the Bill all orders passed after decree and 
relating to the execution thereof, except orders under clauses 204 {now 206) and 
208 (now 211) are made appealable. It is necessary, therefore, to make it clear 
that, in the ense of sales under clause 207 (now 210) of the Bill held in accord- 
ance with the Code of Civil Procedure no appeal lies against any order passed 
under sections 280, 281 or 282 of that Code.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahaoue, moved that, after 
clause 229 {now 232) of the Bill, the following be inserted, namely : — 

umitAtioaiii c*r- 229A (noic 233). Saits for the ejectment of an oooupanoy- 
l^int*' *** raiyat or a non-oooupaaoy raiyat on any of the grounds mentioned 

' in section 21 [now 22) or in dauees (b) and (c) of section 41 shall 

. be instituted vrithin two years from ^e date of the misuse or 
bmaoh complained of. 

He Said : — “ Having regard to the backward condition of the landlords 
and tenants in Cbota Nagpur, the Bill baa in several instances for the benefit 
of the tenants provided muon longer periods of limitation than those provided 
in the Bengal Tenancy Act for similar oases. In the present instance, which is 
lor the benefi.t of thd landlord, the current has run counter. One year’s limita- 
tion has been provided in this case ; whereas in snits under the section of the 
Bengal Tenancy Aof correspmding to clause 21(i) [now 22(6)j two years' 
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hu been porided. I thii^ that in auidi a backward place as Ohota 
:#«ro years* limitation shoold be provided for all ejectment anils refsned 


can be as vigilant as those in Bengal.” 
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Ute Hon’Ue Bis. ViNOBMT said:—*'! recommend the Council to aoo^t 
this amendment.” 

The motion was pat and agreed to. 

The Hon*ble Ms. Vihceht moved that, in clause 234 (sow 388) of the BUI, 
for the words '* pomession of a village by a village headman, whether known 
as a piadhan, manji or otherwise ’* the following be substituted, namely 

noaaaaiion of his offloe or sgrioultursl laud by s bssdmsn of 
a TUkge or a g^p of i^lages, whether known as manki or 
, pradhan or manji or otherwise. 

' He said:— “The wording of dauae 134 (sew 139), sub-clause (5), was 
allMed by the Select Committee. By error, clause 234 (sow 238), which dems 
,4nu' the period of limitation for suits under clause 134 (sow 13®)> 
dauae ^d), was not altered. The necessary alteration has now been made. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Eai Kishoki I 41 . Goswami, Bababdb, moved that, before 
danse 381 (sow 368) of the Bill, the following be inserted, namdy :— 

260A (sow 267). When two or more persons are joinUland- 
j»iei.iia<uor<i«. anything whioh a landlord is, under this Act, required or 

aathflnsed to do must be done by both or all those persons ao^ 
together, or by an agent anthoriied to set on behalf of both or 
all of them. 

He said “ The object of this is to prevent harassment to tenants caused 
by multiplidty of suits. This is taken from the Bengal Tenancy Act, and 
is a reproduction of section 188 of the Bengal Tenam^ Act. 

The Hon’ble Me. VnrcEHT said:— “It is gratifying to find this propt^ 
made by a representative of the landlords of Bengal, and 1 recommend the 
Council to accept the amendment.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Ms. Vihoebt moved that, in clause 251 'now 268' of the BiU, 
before the words “ section 85 (now 86)” the words ** section 84 (new 85) be 
inserted. He said:— 

“This amendment is proposed in order to mve the same findity to 
decisions of Eevenue-oflScers settling lair rente 
is pven to their orders under clauses 86 and 86 ( new 86 and 87). 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Rai KiSHom Lal Goswami, Bahadob, withdrew the follow' 
log motion standing in his name, namely :— 

* snlndauae (iO of clause 356 (new 264) of the Bill be omitted.* 
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The Hon’ble Rai Kishobi Lal Goswami, BAHAcnB, moved th*t in mib- 
claose (1) of clause 260 \nou> 268) of the Bill, for the words ‘‘in any rnunnuf 
provided in Chapter XVI for the recovery of money ” the words “ aa if . 
they wore arrears of rent ” be substituted. He said 

“ I understand, Sir, that this will be accepted by the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill, so I need not say anything more.” 

The Hon’ble Me. Vincest said ; I recommend the Council to accept this 
amendment.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Me. Vincent moved that the Secretary be directed to 
re-number the clauses and sub-clauses cf the Bill in consecutive order, and 
to make corresponding alterations in all cross-references thereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Me. Vincent said: — “ I have now to move. Sir, that the Bill, 
as settled in Council, be passed. In doing so, 1 have little to add to the 
statement I made when introducing the Bill into Council. I attempt^ then 
to explain the main principles of the Bill, and there have been save in one 
respect no departures n-om tnoso principles in the amended Bill which is now 
before the Council. Errors and defects have been discovered by the Select 
Committee on minor points, and 1 have every reason to bo grateful to my 
Colleagues on the Committeg, more especially the non-official Members of the 
same, for the assistance rendered to me in correcting them, but the main 
features of the Bill have remained, save in one particular, unafPect^ by these 
modifications. 'I'ho one particular to which I refer is the question of the 
jurisdiction of Civil Courts. In the Bill, as introduced into Council, there were 
two clauses which materially curtailed the ordinary jurisdiction _ of these 
Courts, and I mentioned at the time that it would bo necessary to consider these 
clauses very carefully in the Select Committee. I refer to clause 95 and 
sub clauscB (5; and (6' J of clause 131 {now 139). Clause 95 is now excised 
from the Bill, as also sub-clause (5) of clause 114 , vow 139), and in this respect 
there has been a material change in the Bill now before the Council, but 
all the other main features of the original Bill have been retained. The 
principle of the settled raiyat has been accepted in Chota Nagpur, and the 
rights of non-occupancy raiyats in their holdings have been safeguarded. 
Enhancements of the rents of occupancy tenants by private contract have been 
prohibited in clear language, and provision has been made for the commuta- 
tion of rents payable in kind into rents payable in cash. The prohibition 
against the sale of their holdings by raiyats has been relaxed in certain cases, 
and all tenants have boon protected against the imposition of fresh abwabs or 
rukumats, and it is hoped that, by these protective measures, the interests of 
cultivators in Chota Nagpur have been safegupded and that their position will 
be ameliorated. On the other hand, provision has been made for the settle- 
ment of fair rents by Revenue-officers, and for the preparation of records of 
laudlords’ privileged lands, and the interest of the landlords has been 
considered in these matters ; the position of co-sharer landlords also is now 
ameliorated by the amendments proposed by the Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lai 
Goswami, Balmdur, and I venture to hope that this Bill may have a really 
beneficial effect in placing the relations of landlord and tenant in Chota Nagpur 
in a more settled and satisfactory condition.” 

The Hon’ble Baud Kali Pada Ghosh said:— “Sir, when the Bill was 
introduced into the Council last month, I made, certain observations, 
reftrring specially to such provisions as seemed to be objectionable, and 
express^ a. hope that they would be fully and carefully considered by die 
Select Committee to wheih the Bill was referred. It ic, indeed, gratifying 
to observe that our hope has been realised in a great measure, and I feel 
bound to say that the Bill received, on the whole, a fair treatoMBt 
at the hands of the Select Committee. A careful reading of the Bill aa it now 
BtancU will show that It lus been weeded of several objectionable features to 
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which ! laA made reference before. It may be said that there are still sereral 
provisiens to which exception may be taken, but I think I may say without 
fear of contradiction that the law which we are now going to have is far more 
complete and satisfactory than the very imperfect Kent Law with which we 
had to deal for the last oO years. How far it will bo a satisfactory measure 
in its practical working is, however, another matter, as a great deal will 
depend upon the selection of officers, who will be entrusted to carry out those 
important provisions of the Bill which deal with customary rights, specially the 
provisions under the heads ‘ Record-of-Righta’ and ‘Sottlomont of Rents ^ 
and ‘ Landlords’ Privileged Lands.’ Sir, the recording of customary rights 
in jungles is a matter of supreme importance in Chota Nagpur, and I ro^fretto 
observe that in the firet few years of the settlement proceedings winch, ns 
Your Honour is aware, have already been commenced in Chota Nagpur, those 
rights were not recorded with such care and caution as the importance of the 
matter demanded, and the result has been very unsatisfactory in several cases. 
The raiyats in whose favour these rights were declared without duo safeguard 
and limits have made an abuse of their rights, and the result has been a waste 
of jungles in some parts of the district of Ranchi, Our worthy Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Stephenson, has already been impressed with the necessity of having 
a special legislation for the protection of jungles in Chota Nagpur, but before 
it is enacted, i submit to Your Honour that it is very desirable to entrust this 
important duty in the hands of experienced officers competent to deal with 
the subject. A law may be very good on paper, but unless it is worked by an 
officer who is able to cope with the situation which tlds difficult nroblem 
of customary rights invcive>, it is not guaranteed to secure tJio confidence of 
the people for whom that law is intended. It may be within Your Honour’s 
recollection that during the discussions of the Bill in the Ranchi Conference, 

I drew Your Honour’s special attention to the fact that very competent officers 
should be selected for the carrying out of the provisions relating to the 
recording of customary rights, and I repeat that prayer also on the present 
occasion. 

‘‘ It has been a long time since the first draft of this Bill was placed before 
the public, and wc have had a long discussion over it. Wo are immensely 
grateful to Your Honour for the very keen interest which ^/as taken by you 
tliroiighout the wljole discussion and for the anxious care which Your Honour 
evinced in trying to be personally acquainted with the requirements of the people 
who are directly interested in this Bill. Our acknowledgments are also aue 
to the Hon’ble Mr, Vincent, the Member in charge of the Bill, for the groat 
trouble which he has taken in shaping the Bill in a way that has met with 
the approval of the public generally and for the judicial frame of mind which 
he brought to bear upon the discussion of the Bill in the Select Committee. 

“ Before concluding, I crave Your Honour’s permission to allude to one 
matter which, though not strictly relevant to tho purpose of this Bill, is not 
altogether foreign to it. The Bill which is going to be enacted will apply to 
all the districts of Cl»ota Nagpur excepting Manbhuin, whore it may bo 
extended kter on with certain modifications to suit the conditions of that 
district. The five districts within Chota Nagpur have, since time immemorial, 
formed one Civil District under one District Judge, wlio is called the Judicial 
Commissioner of Chota Nagpur. Your Honour, when I was leaving Ranchi 
yesterday to attend this Council Meeting, I was informed that a proposal has 
emanated from Governmiut to curtail tho jurisdiction of the Judicial Com- 
missioner of Chota Nagpur by taking out of his jurisdiction two districts, 
namely, the districts of Manbhum and Singhbhura, and lump them with 
Sambalpur and form these^ three districts into one Civil District, under onu 
District Judge, with head-quarters at Sambalpur. I wish that my information 
were not correct, as I can hardly believe that Government cpuld seriouKly 
tiiink of effecting a fusion of such incongruous elements. I unhesitatingly 
say, Your Honour, that the district of Maubhum and a good portion of 
Singhbhum have nothing in common with Sambalpur, and, to niace them 
nnder the District Judge of Sambalpur, with head-quarters at Samlmlfwr, 
will be productive of as much hardship to the people of those two districts 
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sf may be felt by the people of Hoogbly and Bordwan if they were pUu^ 
under the jurisdiction of the District Judge of the Sonthal Parganaii with 
head-quarters at Damka. Your Honour, I feryently pray that at the dose^ ol 
Tour administration you will not accord your sanction to this scheme whidi, 
if carried out, will, I assure you, give a rude shook to the people of Chota 
Nagpur. We are already very grateful to Tour Honour for the help which 
Your Honour rendered us in preventing the transfer of a good portion of CSiota 
Nagpur to the Central Provinces, which was a part of the original partirion 
scheme of Bengal. 

I should be highly thankful if Your Honour could see your way to make 
a definite pronouncement on the subject, so that it will oe known how we 
really stana in regard to the proposed scheme.” 

The Ilon’ble Babu Joorn0Bi Chandra GIhosb said 1 think we have 
every reason to congratulate the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill 
on the very satisfactory conclusion of his labours. When the Bill was intro- 
duoed, I objected to it on two grounds. The first was about the curtailment 
of the jurisdiction of Civil Courts. 

“ My second complaint was that the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
should be introduced in Chota Nagpur, so far as- they were possible. I find 
that the first objection has been given effect to, and as regards the second, 1 am 
glad to find that so much of the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act as can 
be introduced into Chota Nagpur have been introduced by the Select Committee, 
and to-day, through the exertions of my hon’ble friend, Rai Kishori Lai 
Ooswami, Bahadur, most of his amendments were taken from the Bengid 
Tenancy Act, and which 1 am glad that the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bill has accepted,” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned Htu die. 

WIGLET, 
the Benzol Oouneil. 


Calcutta ; 

The 8th October, 1908, 


F. G. 
Beeretary to 





Abitraet of (he Proceeding* of the Council of the Lteulenant^Govemor of Bangui 
aaamtbled under the ptovieione of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 28th 
November, 1908, at 1 1 a.u. 

l^rtBcnt: 

I'he Hon’ble Sib Ahdbew Fiuseb, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor oi 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Slacke, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Macphersoh, c.b.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. S. P. Sibha, Advocate-General op Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Me. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Duke. 

The Hon’ble Ms. W. A. Inulis, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr, C. E. A. W, Oldham. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Allen, Kt. • 

The Hon’ble Mu. E. P. Chapman. 

The Ilon’ble Ihtibham.ul-Mulk Rais-iid-Dowla Amir-ul-Omrah Nawar 
Asep Kudb SruD Wabif Ali Meerza Khan Bahadur Mahabup 
Jung, Nawab Bahadur of Murahidabad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Rai Kishori Lal Goswami, Bahadur, m.a., ill. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bijay Ciiand Maiitab Bahadur, op 
Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Gajadhar Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Babu Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Larmour. 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. Brown. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaban Pau 
The Hon’ble Mr. M. S. Das, c.i.e. 


NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. A. Slacke, c.8.i., the Hon’ble Mr. W. C. 
Macphebson, C.8.I., and tike Hon’ble Mr. M. S. Das, took thdh 

seats in Conncil. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

CONSUMPTION OP LIQUOR. 

The Hon’ble Babc Oajaohab Prasad asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether the consumption of 
liquor has recently been on the increase ? If so, to what extent ? In view of 
the fact that the prices of food-grains are abnormally high and that the people 
are in distress, will it please the Government to state what measrures the 
Government considers it necessary to adopt for the prevention of the increase 
of consumption ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham replied:— 

" The general answer to the Hon’ble Member’s question whether the 
consumption of liquor has recently been on the increase must be in the 
afBrmative. 

“ In regard to the extent of the increase, it is to be remembered that only a 
little more than half of the area of the Province is under the contract or central 
distillery system. It is only with regard to this area that precise figures of 
consumption of liquor are available. With regard to the area under outstills, 
exact information as to the quantity of country spirit sold and consumed is 
not available. 

“ The Provincial Excise Administration Report for 1907-08, to which the 
Hon’ble Member is referred, shows a considerable increase of consumption only 
in Calcutta, Burdwan and the Sonthal Parganas. 

“ In Calcutta the increase was partly due to increase in population and 
increased wages, and partly to the larger supplies of liquor taken out by the 
vendors towards the end of last year in view of the increase in duty from 
April, 1008. 

In Burdwan the ircrease was mainly due to a larger influx of the labour- 
ing classes in the collieries and to better wages paid to them, but was also 
in part due to reduction of exorbitant prices which were formerly charged 
by vendors. 

In the Sonthal Parnanas it was mainly due to a very good lac business 
and to better wages earned oy the labourers. 

“ In the central distillery areas of the Patna Division, where the effect of 
high prices of food-grains was more felt, the consumption of liquor decreased. 
A statement is plac^ on the table showing the consumption of country liquor 
in the several districts under the contract or central distillery systems during the 
first seven months of 1907-08, and the corresponding period of the current 
year. This statement shows a large decrease of consumption in Calcutta, the 
Patna Division and the Sonthal Parganas as compared with that of 1907-08. 

“With the object of checking consumption, the duty on country spirit 
was raised in ten districts in the year 1007-08. And since the beginning of 
the current year, the duty or cost price has been further raised in twelve 
districts ^or parts of districts). License fees have also been Konerally raised, 
and maximum retail prices have also been raised in certain districts. Reduc- 
tions have been made in the number of liquor shops ; and, on discussion of the 
subject at the recent Conference of Commissioners of Divisions, it was deter- 
mined that the lists of licensed shops should be further serutinisiad. It is also 
intended to abolish the outstill system throughout the Magalpur Division with 
^ect from next year. Strength of liquor has been regulated in the contract 
and central distUlery areas; and in Oaloutta the maximum limit of strength has 
been reduced and farther reaction is under consideration." 
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Statement thming the conmmption of country epkit in th$ didUUry and contract wroae from 
April to October 1908 {tmn moniht) at comj^ed %oUh ike correeponding period of tki 
preoiout pear. 


DiVtSIOK. 


Burdwran 


PreBidencj 


Patna 


OriMa 


Consump- 
tion during|ti< 
r the first 


District. 


•even 
montha 
(April to 
October) of 
1907 - 1908 . 


I 




Bhagalpur 




Burdwan 

Birbdum 

Bankura 

Midnapore 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

24-PaTganaa 

Calcutta 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Patna 

Gaya 

Shahabad 

Saran 

Ohamporan 

Muzaffarpur 

Darbbanga 

Monghyr 

Bhagalpur 

Pumea 


i I Darjeeling 
M Sonthal Parganas 


i 


Cuttack 

Balasore 

Angul 

Puri 

Sambalpur 

Btaaanbagh 

Eanchi 


Chot* N*gp" i 


Palamau 

Maubham 

SingbUnuD 

Total 


Gal*. L.P. 

27,307 

4,134 

11,843 

19,662 

16,087 

6,101 

23,184 

191,746 

5,926 

5,230 

3,288 

3.818 

65,996 
30,048 
8,671 
22,698 
3 589 
3,196 
2,724 

16,499 

6,938 

27,078 

49.818 

6,066 

1,930 

' 2,669 
6,067 

7,189 


OoDinmp* 
‘on daring 
the tint 


Mven 
month* 
(April to 
October) of 
1908 - 1909 . 


Gala. L.P. 

29.530 
4,644 

10,823 

18,462 

14,897 

6,269 

19,774 

165,748 

4,906 

4,748 

3,003 

3,746 

39,767 

19,642 

9,136 

18,388 

3,662 

6,056 

2,122 

17,962 

10.531 

26,664 

4 i ,979 

4,690 

1,817 

2,022 

5,046 

6,106 


67,260 


632,610 


Inoreaae or 
deoreate 
during the 
current 
year. 


67,303 


Gals. L.P. 

+ 2,223 

+410 

- 1,020 

- 1,200 

-190 

-842 

- 3,410 

— 35,997 

- 1,021 

—452 

-285 

-72 

- 16,229 
- 10,606 
+ 666 
- 4,310 
+73 
+ 2,860 
-602 

+ 2,463 

+ 4,693 

• #e 

-514 

- 7,839 

-865 

-113 

-647 

- 1,011 

- 1,083 


568432 


Bsmares. 


Increase due to 
extension ol dis- 
tillery area. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 


4-43 


4 - 13,230 

- 87,708 


A portion of this 
district has been 
under the dis- 
tillery system 
this year, but 
figures are not 
given, as there 
are no arailabla 
figures for the 
last year. 
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DI8TUBBAN0E8 IN THE CHAMPARAN DISTRICT. 

The Hon’ble Babu Qajadhar Prasad asked 

Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the representa- 
tion of the raiyats of Champaran, which was published in the Amriia Banar 
Patrika of the 17th November, 1908? Will the Government be pl^d to 
state whether it has taken any step to make an independent inquiry into the 
allesred grievances ? n"ill it please the Government to appoint a Commission, 
consisting of some high Government officers, some leading indigo-planters, • 
and some distinguished Indian gentlemen of the Tirhut Division, for the 
purposes of such inquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh asked:— 

Has the attention of the Government been called to the articles which 
have appeared from time to time in the Bengalee and other newspapers 
regarding the state of things in the Bettiah sub-division of the Champaran 
district ? 

Is it the case that a number of persons were arrested and confined in 
hgatf and that they had subsequently to be released, as their arrest and confine- 
ment were found to be illegal owing to the absence of the previous sanction of 
the Government which is necessary for a Magistrate to take cogniaance of the 
offences with which they were charged ? 

Will the Government be pleased to inquire whether it is the case, as stated 
in one of the reports which appeared in the newspapers, that complaints made 
by the cultivators at the local thana against some indigo-planters were refused 
by the Sub-Inspector and the cultivators were referred to the Badar ? 

Is it the case that the Divisional Commissioner held a conference with 
the indigo-planters ? 

Was any such conference held with the cultivators or their representatives ? 
If not, why not ? 

Will the Government be pleased, in view of the troubled state of things 
in the Bettiah sub* division, to direct an independent inquiry into the situation 
by an officer unconnected with the locality ? 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal asked 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the report 

E ublished in the Bengalee newspaper of the 30th October last, under the 
eading — An apprehended Indigo Disturbance in Champaran,” in which it 
is alleged that attempts are being made to compel the raiyats at Champaran 
to grow indigo and sugarcane on their lands on terms offered by the factories, 
and that people are intimidated and that a woman has been beaten to death ? 

{b) Is it a fact that a petition has been submitted by the raivats to 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject ? Has any reply been 
given to it ? 

(c) Is it true that one of the signatories to the petition, named 
Sital Roy, was arrested, handcuffed and sent to prison without being informed 
of the charge on which he was arrested? 

((/) Is it a fact, as reported in the Bengalee of 3rd November, 1908, 
that 200 warrants have been issued for the arrest of the leading raiyats, 
who have refused to sow indigo in their lands? 

(e) Has the Government made inquiries iuto the matter? If the allegations 
are true, what orders have the Government been pleased to pass for the protec- 
tion of the raiyats ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Duke replied : — 

The attention of Government has been directed to the disturbances in 
Champaran ever since they commenced. Its attention was first attracted by 
the actual occurrence of fareaohee of the peace ; for no representation had 
bun addressed to it or any of its officers on behalf of the pmons who 
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created the difiturbance until breaches of the peace had taken place and the 
law had been put in motion to repress them. 

^ ^Government is not aware that any persons had to be released in oonse- 
^uenoe of the absence of its sanction to prosecute them, as sanction was granted 
in the oases in which it was asked for. 

It is not possible to answer in further detail at present, but Government 
has set itself to restore order and repress crime. The neighbourhood is now 
generally quiet ; and, as soon as it is reasonably cei-tain that there will be 
no further resort to violence, a full inquiry will be made into the causes of 
the outbreak. An experienced officer has been selected and furnished with 
full instructions as to the subjects to be examined ; but no such inquiry 
could be undertaken without gn'uter danger to the public peace or usefully 
conducted so long os the peace of the district continues to be disturbed.^^ 

MINISTE1?IAL OFPICEKS* 8ALAEIK8 COMMITTEE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh asked : — 

At the meeting of the Council held on the 4th April last, the llon’blo 
the Financial Secretary was pleased to observe that the Government considered 
it a matter of regret that final orders had not been issued until then on the 
recommendations made by the Ministerial Officers^ Salaries Committee, and 
that certain further information had been called for by the Supremo Govern- 
ment, and endeavour was being made to supply this as early as possible. 

Will the Government be pleased to state if final orders on this matter have 
been received by this time, and, if not, when the Goverumout expects to receive 
the same ? 

The Hou'blo Mr. Oldham replied 

Final orders have not yet been received on the recomraondations of the 
Committee. As the recommendations involve reference to the Secretary of 
State, this Government cannot say when orders will be received.^^ 

CASE OF PRISOXEE DUHGA CIlAEAN SANYAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh said:— 

I have the honour to call attention to the case of Durga Charan Sanval 
of the Darjeeling Mail assault case, and to inquire if this Government has 
conmlted the Government of Eastern Bemral and Assam. If so, will the 
Government be pleased to announce its decision with regard to the release of 
the prisoner ? 

The Hon^ble Mr. Duke replied 

“The Lieutenant-Governor has carefully considered the case of Durga 
Charan Sanyal and has also consulted the Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam on the subject. It has been decided that the prisoner should be 
kept under medical observation in jail for a period of six months. After the 
expiry of that period it is hoped that the Government will bo in a position 
to pass final orders in the case. Meanwhile, it is proposed, in view of the 
doubts which exist as to the prisoner’s sanity, that his treatment in jail 
should be as lenient as is compatible with proper discipline.” 

PUBLICATION OP AN INCKIMINATING ARTICLE ON THE TILAK CASE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kau Pada Ghosh asked:— 

Is it the case that a warning was administered by the Government to 
some Anglo- Bengalee papers for publisliing an incriminating article oa the 
Tilak case, which formed a part, of the Judicial proce^ings in that cw ? U 
80 , was any such warning administered to Anglo-Indian papers whiob pub- 
lished the self-same article? If not, will the Government be pleased to slate 
tiie reason for tiiis difference of treatment ? ^ 
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The Hon’ble Mb. Dokb replied : — 

‘‘The warnings given were' in every case confidential. Thsy y>um 
addressed to all newspapers in Bengal which, to the knowledge of the QoTem> 
nient, had republished the incriminating articles. Theypoin^'"’ 
impropriety and possible consequences of this conduct.” 

VISIT OF CSBTAIN STUDENTS TO CUAIBARSA. 

The Uon’ble Babu Radha Chabak Pal asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the report 
published in the Bengalee newspaper of the 9th October last, in which it 
is stated that forty Science students of the Calcutta Presidency College 
went with their Professor to study Geology at Cbaibassa on the 29th Septem- 
ber, 1908, but that Mr. Carey, the District Ofiicer, treated them with indignity 
and turned them away ? 

{h) Did Mr. Carey, before taking sueh an extreme step, oommunioate with 
the Principal of the Presidency College or the Government in order to ascertain 
the bond files of the students and their Professor ? 

f«) If the facts stated in the newspaper be true, what notice has the 
Government been pleased to take of the conduct of Mr. Carey ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Duke replied : — 

“ The mutter referred to in the report published in the Bengalee has been 
and still is, under the consideration of the Government.” 

THE CHOTA NAGPUR ENCUMBERED ESTATES (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Duke moved that the Hon’ble Mr. Slacke be added 
to the Select Committee on the Bill further to amend the Chota Nagpur 
Encumbered Estates Act, 1876. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

THE BENGAL COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. - 

The Hon’ble Mr. Duke presented 'the Report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill further to amend the Court of Wards Act, 1879. 

THE INDIAN LUNATIC ASYLUMS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1908. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Indian Lunatic Asylums Act, 1858. 

Ho said Section 7 of the Indian Lunatic Asylums Act, 1858 (XXXVI 
of 1858), declares that a lunatic may be sent to an asylum in a Presidenov-town 
under the ample procedure of an order signed by aonla person connected with 
the lunatic and supported by a certificate signed by two medical officers ; and, 
when a lunatic ts sent to an asylum under this seetion, the Visitors or the 
SupeHntundent of the asylum may require his friends to engage to pay his 
expeiiies in the asylnm, unleas it appears that they are wanting in means^’ 
Wnea 1^ desired to send a lunatic to ua asylum situai^ outside a President 
totiM, tPlrosii>n|^ Hdobe(in oaael wtea the Magistracy <m the PoUm^ oo 

k^Urnfmea ^ avii Gou^lf 

of whieh '^dr^fR^ijeOeB. - ¥ 
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section 17B of the Indian Lunatic Asylums Act, 1858, the QoTernor 
General in OonnoQ is empowered to direct that any Lonatio Asylum in Bengal 
which is situated at a greater distance than three hundred miles from Calcntta 
shall be deemed, for the purposes of the Act, to be ntnated in the Presidency^ 
town; it is proposed by the present Bill to amend that section by getting rid of 
this limita^n as to distance. The result will be to admit of a direction being 
.|^Ten to the effect that the asylum at Berhamporo and the projected asylums 
at Ranchi (when opened) snail be deen^od to be ‘Lunatic Asylums at the 
TPresidenoy,’ and the simple procedure of section 7 will again become available 
for -dealing with Calovtta lunatics.” 

The motion was pat and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
in Ooundl. 

The motion was put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham also moved that the Bill bo taken into oonsicL 
eration at the next meeting of the Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Farewell speeches. 


The Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Marshidahid|Amir-ul*Oinrah said 
Your Honour, with your permission 1 should like to address a few words 
regarding the abominable incident which took place nearly three weeks ago, 
which lias so much convulsed society and thrown such a thick veil of sliume 
over the country— I mean the dastardly attempt which was made on Your 
Honour’s life at the Overtoun Hall in College Street, an event to which I cannot 
refer without the uroatest regret. ’I'he gravity of the crime is only surpassed 
by the great indignation it has roused and tlio keen symnathy with Your 
Honour which it has evoked. 'I'lio entlmsiastic ovation that greeted you 
unmistakably showed with what abhorrence those present tliore Imiked upon 
the acts of the would be assassin and with whut thankful delight they 
cheered your most miraculous escape. It was the hand of Providence that 
saved your life. The exceptional courage and coolness winch Your Honour 
displayed have won universal admiration. Wo were settling down to tliink 
that wo had heard of or seen the last of such misdeeds, but the latest and 
most audacious development has undeceived us, and it seems as if aD the 
of loyalty and manifestations of devotion, the expressions of 
sympathy and promises of co-operation, the eloquence of speakers and the 
earnestn^B of writers, on the side of peace and order, have had but 
littl ft effect in eradicating the evil which has now assumed such horrid j»ro* 
portions. Whatever may be the immediate object of these repeated villainous 
there can be no doubt they have to a great extent tended to confirm 
the apprehension that this spirit of anarchism, confined though it be to a 
very small section of the community, has token deeper root than many 
were aware of or cared to believe. And what is more deplorable, simh 
misconduct cannot but bring misery upon the innocent for tb^ misdeeds 


of the f mity. 

“'Phat such disgraceful incidents should conduce to leave a stain, 
a verv black stain, on, the traditional and proverbial loyalty of mngal, 
ia a matter much to b» regretted The tide of misfortnoe whieh is 
carrving tlie time-honoured reputation of the country for loyalty toward^ 
the abvee of destruction should no longer be allowed to pursue the^ ruinous 
course it has so unhappily taken. 1 speak with all tlw emphnw 1 «s« 
command, and assure you, if any assueaacss were required, that on^ and 
inclinat'ons sueh aa these have nothing bnt our utter 

. A* I, ja? *8?,' jLiK 
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steadily making in the path of advancement. Let every-' man, who has 
any sense of honour, any respect for the good name pf his country and 
community, and any regard for his religion, help to the best of his ability 
in unravelling the mysteiy that shrouds these crimes and in eradicating 
the evil that is eating into the vitals of India. 

offer Yonr Honour our sincerest congratulations on your narrow 
escape, and hope that the same protection may always bo vouchsafed to yon 
as spared your valuable life on the memorable evening of November 7th. 

In your immediate presence this is the last opportunity we have of 
expressing our appreciation of your work not only within the walls of this 
Chamber but also outside it. The several reforms and measures you have 
during your term of office inaugurated for promoting the welfare of the 
people entrusted iio your charge have evoked, as they were bound to 
evoke, a deep sense of gratitude, and there can be little doubt that tliese 
will be living monuments of your thought, action and good work in the 
country wliich will, in but two days’ time, with the greatest sorrow and 
reluctance bid farewell tc you, but which will yet hope to profit by your 
help and sympathy, though you will be far away from it.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhikaja Bijay Chand Mahtab Bahadur of Burdwan 
said : — ‘‘ Your Honour this is the last occasion on which you will preside over 
this Council. We, the non-official members of this Council, beg to offer to 
Your Honour our sincerest thanks for the very kind consideration that you 
have always shown to us in Council and out of Council, We, the members 
of the Hindu conrmunity, very deeply feel that, during the lai^t days of 
Your Honour’s regime in Bengal, wo have given you trouble and anxiety 
tlirougfr the misdeeds of a few misguided youths, encouraged by wicked 
lunatics behind. Sir, I may assure you, on behalf of myself and my Hindu 
colleagues in Council that the majority of us, a vast majority, I may say, 
very much deprecate the present state of affairs, and are quite willing to 
co-oporate with Government in the restoration of peace and unity. The 
only thing wo ask from Government is, that while it should take strong 
measures it should show a sympathetic rttitude towards those wlio are 
truly loyal. Sir, it is with great reluctance that we bid you good-bye 
in Council. We sincerely hope and pray to God that you will have a safe 
and pleasant voyage to your home, and that from there 'you will bo spared 
by God to take an interest in the province over which you have nJed 
fur five years.” 

The Hon’ble B bu Gajadhar Prasad said May it please Your Honour, 
as this is the last meeting of tho Council over which If our Honour presides, I 
think it is my duty to expresvs, on behalf of the peoplq of Bihar, the deep debt of 
gmtitude which they owe Your Honour ana express the deep regret which 
they feel at Your Honour’s retirement. 

“ I am glad to say that Y'our Honour treated the people under your 
charge just as Ma Baps treat their children, and it was in accordance with that 
mode of treatment that you took special care for the Biliaris and other back- 
ward people. 

It may be that you might have made some mistakes during your 
administration, but 1 think there can be no doubt that you had always the 
good of the people at heart. 

Your Honour gave us a Training College for female teachers, and thereby 
advanced the cause of female education, and, in this connection, I cannot 
help thanking Mr. Earle, our popular Commissioner, for the deep interest which 
he IS taking in the institution. 

^^You gave us a Training College for teachers and thereby gave greater 
facilities to oar young men to qualify themselves for teacherships. 

You improved Patna Ocllege^ the Medical School and Hhe Mhar 
School of Engiueeipg vto a great extent. The Biharia ode much indebted t^ 
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’^BfOr Honoor for tbo ettaUiahment of a ELiadi CHuSt in the Pnoidanoy Oollaga 
imd in tbe Patna Cwoge, and I hope year abeanoe from India wiU not flM 
'4M» stability of theae institotiona. 1 don’t ezags^te when I any that ymur 
aane haa lieen a honaehold word in Bihar, and ue people of the proTinee 
hate ^hily reaolted to hate a aeparate memorial to keep year ttywM fieih ih 
niada of the people. 

We always took you to be a virtaoua ruler. Ood protects the virtuoua, 
and it is the protecting hand of Providence that haa preaerted Your Honour 
on aaooeaaiTe ocoaaions terminating in the event at the Overtoun Hall. 1 
think that, except the anarchists, there is no soul in Bihar, Bengal and Oriasa 
who does not condemn the dastardly attempt on the life of such a noble ruler. 

May Yonr Honour, Lady Fraser, and your ohildron live in peaoo and 
prosperity is the prayer which Bihar puts up before the Almighty. 

“ Bihar is proud of and grateful to His Highness the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan for the courage and manliness which he displayed in 
trying to save the life of such a virtuous ruler at the risk of his own life, and 
I congratulate His Highness upon these virtues. 

The Hon’ble Me. M. S. Das said:— “ Your Honour, I do not think that I 
should be doing my duty as representative of Oriasa, neither do 1 think that 
I ahould be doing my duty to Your Honour if I do not, from my seat here, 
give expression to the feelings of gratitude which the people of Orissa have 
felt, and continue to feel, for the deep interest Your Honour nas alwa)r8 taken in 
the affairs of Orissa. Though I had not the pleasure of watching the pro* 
ceedings or associating myself with the proceedings of this Council during Your 
Honour’s presidency, I know how anxious Your lionour was to see that Orissa 
was represented in this Council, and though this may be the last meeting of tliis 
Councu, the people of Orissa have the satisfaction of knowing that there is 
more than one member. From the feudatory chiefs to the poor raiyats in 
Orissa, all have felt the keen interest, the keen and kind interest Your 
Honour has always taken. The law of landlord and tenant in Orissa has 
for some time been felt as being unsatisfactory, and the latest news 
we get is that Your Honour has deputed an officer, specially Qualified for the 
purpose — Mr. Maddox— to inquire into the law of Orissa. I fully endorse the 
words in reference to the dastardly attempt on Your Honour’s life — the words 
that fell from the 'Hon’blo Nawab Bah^ur of Mursfaidabad and those of 
the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan. I como from a province where 
anarohists and anarchism are not known, and the indignation felt bore is more 
thAn Burpamed by the indignation of the people of Orisea. And, certainly, we 
Indians have to congratulate ourselves that in this Council Room wo have a 
nobleman, whose sense of duty to Yonr Honour, and whose loyalty to His 
Majesty, induced him to stand between the revolver and Your Honour’s 
person. Let me assure you, Your Honour, that though a few villainous fanatics 
(their number is only very small) mav entertain a dangerous political cree^ 
which will die with tbhm, either on the gallows or will be washed away in 
tears of penitence in the dark colls of a prison, the world outside is thoroughly 
loyal, and will remember your rule in this province vrith feeling of gratitude, 
sincere gratitude. Let me on behalf of the people of Orissa wish Yonr 
Honour a st^e journey home, and long life and prosperity in your country 
amongst those who are dear and near to you.” 

The Hon’ble Mb. Larmouk said On behalf of the commanity 1 repre- 
sent in this Council, I wish to exprofs to Your Honour the feelings of indigna- 
tion held by that communiW on the dastardly attempt made on Yonr Honour’s 
life in the Overtoun HaB, and the relief felt by us all in the knowledra tiiat 
the attempt of the would-be astassin bad failed. That the Maharajadhiraja 
of Burdwan should have acted as be did by interposing his own person to 
receive the bullet intended for Your Honour is no surprise to ns who nave the 
privilege of his aoqaaintance. He has evidenced the oonrage of his oonviedons, 
1 ^ by word only but by acts, and has always loyally given his support ib the 
maintoianoe of law and order among his fwow count^men. My eonumniity, 
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Siri'^re alwaya felt that in Tosr Honour m the Heal W tbe^ l^rovinaa /iiilf. 
hare had a fat and npri^ CK>Ton^ iriiie'l^lMl»linth 
onr Bhortoominee and who has been a |tihd anl'if[f«^Mtii0tio friend to n iMlw 
hare needed Your Hononr’e pidanei^aad adna||^, ^Puing a time of 
overwhelmed with offioial won and fall of f an^,4st^^eti have alwayalb^^ 
time, fiir, not only to receiTe onr written reprlHsattAq^u^Wtitoi^^ a H|£rat 
hearing to our repreaentativee whenever tiiere has been aeotofon .for them to 
trouble Tour Honour with intraviewi, and I wish to than^YtMttHoi^r fw • 
your unfailing courtesy and kiadness towards ns. I do .not Qlil^ that 1 
can add very much to what has already been eaid by the spei^eilrwho have 
preceded me. 1 have no doubt that those who follow me will be id^e to 
express to Tour Honour better than 1 have done tibe very neat p l esaa te 
that one and all of the nao«offioial, members in Council have bad in serving in 
the Council, with Your . Honour as President. I join with these members in 
wishmg Your Honour, Lady Fraser, and your family, a very nleaaant voyage 
home. We trust yon will enjoy long rest and happinMS in^tiut small limd 
we all call ** Home ” and to which every Englishman im this dountry lomca 
forward to return.” 


Hie Hon’ble Me. Bbowk said: — “ Your Honour— With your permiinoa I 
desire to add a word of very sumere regret that this is the last occasion on 
which you will preside at this Council. I wish also to acknowledge, aa, 
representing the mercantile community of Calcutta, the ever ready and sympa* 
thetto ' Wajadw wbtoh you have hn^riably receiv^ anyrepcamPKattoos which 
they haVe put forward, as also the ttiany opportumties you have ^ven them ' 
of expressing their views on all matters affecting the welfare oi the public. 

1 assure you, Sir, that they have a very thorough seOM of t^ great and 
exceptional difficulties which have characterised the period during which yon 
have been the Ruling Head of this Province, and they tally appnectote tiie largw 
measure of success which has attended your administration. During the last 
few months, in the very trying circumstances which bate vnfoitonately 
existed, the strain which you have had, to bear must have been vaiy ^vy, 
and the minnmr in which you have dealt wnb thf position, and, in* psMicnhir, 
your attitude' in the face of grave personal dauget, have elicited the admiration 
of all sections of the people. 1 congratulate you, Sir, that m bribnag yob 
administration to a close you do so amidst universal expressions, oi appreoilr., 
tion and regard, and that you carry awuy with yon to snob a muriced degree' 
’'the xespeot und gohd will of the people of this country.” ' 

The Hon’ble the Pbesident replied l•»‘|^uwkb^'ha|ly l^d 
I tbanh you to the expressioii you p&ie giveii to 'ytto «f;lbya2ty„ 

your sxdcration of , uf^d cijme, an^vyba’v person^ igoodwill’to me 

and mine. I am sure that there is a strong feeling thrpoghoot th# touiitry 
that sedition and lawlessness must be put dowil with a bahdt 'fud that 

the loyal subjects of His Majesty mutt ittttod W 4^^ovem)dei|r-lB 4his 
matter. The Vtot. majority of the people are l6ybl; fnd^ they will to loneer ; 
(I believe) suffer the tyranny of a small but mwonmnloos and noisy mine- ’ 
lity. They wlU rally effectively to the roppost of fsrder, mid assist tiw ^ 
Qovemment effectively in the measures it takes .to s^jwssu orime. * \ 

Gentlemen, I have to take leave of you te^y. 1 have dwhyv.radogmsea 
the members of my Council as my colleagues: my relilit^ with thepl^ 
have fdways been frank and friendly. 1 pact ,,from them great regret.^ ' 

1 wish the Couucil itself, and evmy membra of i^ all Hto^ess and pros* 
peri^ ; and 1 can assure you that 1 shall alwaylUwemembev lew pleasure our 
work together in this Council Chamber.*^ , V 

The Council was then adjourned to a dVto tb^j||ipdtonnrad hereaftw. 

Calcutta; \ ^ Q. WIQLEY, ‘ 
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